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WINTER EVENING TALES. 



RENOWNED ADVENTUBES 



BASIL LEE .• 

I HATE for thete twenty yean been Convinced of the truth ti 
ibe proverb, that a fiml can best teach a wise man wit ; and 
that it w, in f&ct, on the egregiav* misconduct of the thou|^t- 
Ie« and fod^Hh part of mankind that the wise and prudent 
calculate for their success, and from these that they take 
thor leasona of perseverance and good mansgetnenL On this 
[uindplB the following sheets are indited ; and that others 
may be warned from the rock on which I have eplit, I 
shall Gonced nothing, but relate uuifomly the simple 
truth, though manifestly to my disadvantage. — I have not 

• Ttwtti^tlaflliliMtaHHdiiuiTJpurudwM lodged in mr bud*, ia 
tin Bunmei of I8I0, bj aa old mm, hiviiv tha ^ipenance of ■ dccafid 
gantlemia. It was Then i canuncnccd {nibliahiiifi Thk Sft, that it mm 
^ven in to mi, fbi the puipow ot bcdng levised sod publiabed ia thit 
pqwr. A nnall portioD of It «u published ; but, owing to the A«e- 
dctn with irlddi die writa elpnned himKlf, it gave t^liwx, and wu 
tiMtdbneittibanaiiddiMODtiBued. ThsTiitei, it is probable, had been 
tftpdtd at Ail, tw I nenz nw him igun t Init I have tinea been in&mned, 
ihM hii nam* ia Basil Lao, and tliat he mi riJTe in IBIT. Ha Dover, in 
dl tlien memoin, Mentdons hii fiunilj name, and it is evident that he 
vidiei to conceal it. Hii frimdi vill tberefaie excuse me for having nib- 
jrinedit, for the nke of giving intenal to the naiiative ; and if he is Hill 
^ in life, I ihall be glad to hear ftam him. The laige portion that 1 have 
been obUgsd to caacd, it was torel; bettei not to wpfett. 
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written my Hfe aa a model to be ci^iedj bnt as one to be avoid- 
ecl, and may those wbo Imigh at my inconnBtencira leam 
from them to Bt«er a different course. 

There is one gr^t eril under the sun, from which, if youth 
is sot warned, their success in life will be frustnted, and their 
old age be without comfort and without respect From it my 
misfortunes are all to be traced, and from it I am aufiering at 
this day. I look back on the-dayi that are past, and am grier- 
ed. I can now see all my incongniides, and wonder at my 
neg^igence in not being able to correct them. 

The eril that I complain of, by which all my views ia 
life hare been frustrated, and by which thousande as well as 
myself have suffered, without attributing thdr disappoint- 
ments to it, is neither more nor less than instabUiiy qfimnd^ 
that youthful impatience, so notorious in every young and 
aspiring breast, which impels the possessor to fly from one stu- 
dy to another, and from one calling to another, without the 
chance of succeeding in any. This propensity to change, so 
inherent in young and volatile minds, I have often seen en- 
couraged by patents, who would as frequently apply the sage 
remark, that " when one trade failed, they could, when they 
■ pleased, take up another." It is the worst principle on which 
any man can act, and I will prove it to all the world, first 
from reason, and afterwards from experience. 

'The mind of man, survey it from what point of view you 
please, bears a strong resemblance to a stream of water. I 
hate similes in general, but the fitness of this pleases me so 
mudi at first ught, that I must follow it out. The river, 
iriien it first issues from its parent spring, is a trifling inug- 
ntflcant rill, and eanly dammed, or turned aude either to the 
right hand or the left : but sUlI as it advances, it gathers 
strength and power, and, unless by means the most elaborate, 
becomes irresistible. When it apfffoaches the latter end of its 
course it becomes steady and still, and at last moves heavily 
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and laggingly along:, till it mixen with the boundlen ocean. 
The itxeam U human liie, and the ocean u eternity ; but the 
BUnilantf betwixt these ie so apparent, that the most mmple 
can be at no Ion to trace it. 

If this Btream, in any part of its course, b divided into.two, 
each of theu come for short of haring half the Btrength and 
toKK <tf the <Hi^niJ current ; and if parted sgun, they still 
lose in endless ^:radation. The consequence of this is, that 
the oftener a stream ia divided, it becomes the inoi-e easily 
suhdirided again and agiun. A shoal, or any trivial impedi- 
ment, that never coidd once have withstood its accibnulated 
force, stops its diminished currents, and turns them whither- 
■never chance may direct — a smaller obstacle does it the next 
' time, until the noble river ends in becoming a stagnant lake, 
or a cumberer of the adjacent groimds. So will it prove mtb 
man, if the energies of his soul are enfeeUed by a varie^ of 
unconnected pursuits. 

Agun, let it be noted, that it is of little moment into what 
channel you turn this stream at first, provided you can confine 
it to that channel alone ; fiv it will continue to deepen, and 
bank itself in by dc^^ees, until that channel appear to the 
eyes of all the worid as its natural course. So it is with the 
humaa mind, even in a more extensive degree ; for if its course 
is bent towards ang one object, it is ten to one that it obtains 
it. I hope this [dauMble theory is perfectly understood, for it 
is a pity it should be lost; but I think he must have a very 
thick head who does not comprehend it. And now, having ' 
finudied the reasoning and reascmaUe part (^ my work, I will 
next prove my theory by a histary of my life, down to the 
day that I finish the last page of this manuscript. 

I was third son to a respectable former in the upper part* 
of Berwickshire, who occupied an extensive tract of land, 
■partly arable and .partly pasture. At the parish school I re- 
cmeA. such an equation as was geoendly bestowed on the 
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toatottmaoH in those dayi. I could read ^ SborMr Cat»> 
dnuB, and erea tlK BiUe vith gnat flnencf, tboi^ with a 
broad and uncouth prommciatiaD. I oould write a &ir sad 
legible hand, and caat up accounts UAeaHAj well, hating goae 
Anagb Coekv'i Arithmetic ai Car aa the Rule of Three; 
taat when I came into Vulgar Fraction!, tbe trick of diriduq; 
a no^ number into m many minute parte quite diiguited me. 
I jnd^ that thereby I wa« ctmJuun^ myaeif with a mnltiptU 
(aty of figurei, of which there wae no end ; ao I gave it up. 

At fourteen yean of age, I was, by my own choice, boand 
a^tprentlce to a joiner in the nngfabouriiood, with whom I wu 
«Uig«d to lerre oat my time, mu)^ againit my will ; for I 
deemed mytelf mastw of the ath, and much niperior to ny 
teacher, brfore half my tune wai expired. After I had ttn^ 
1^ through it I went home. My &ther hinted to me, tisAt 
I ooglit to take the wagea my kte matter ofo«d me to cn>- 
tinue with him, until something better ifaoold be found. Bat 
thil I ilighted with high diidun ; declaring dist I woold go to 
London or Amoica, before I accepted less than doiUile the 
■urn proposed ; and that, at any rate, was I nerer to learn 
any diiag better than nutlting a ^ougfa, or a cart-wheel t 

No master could be found who wo<Ud come op to my eoa- 
dttions, while the ease and indulgence that I experienced about 
my ffttber't boiue, ikiade me heartily widi that no one might 
ever be found ; and this sentiment made me coptrire some 
etrong and unanswerable objections to every proposal of tba 
kind, until the prospect of getting me advantageooaly engaged 
as a jonmeyman died wmewhat away That it mig^t not 
too riiruptly be renewed, I pn^osed to my fother to h<dd one 
of his ploughs, a task, to which I assured him, I was con- 
plctely adeqviate, and gave Idm smna wise hints of kcqai^ 
forward the work of the form, I7 tlM inflnence wUdt my 
{mseace would have upon t^ terraiita. My fukar, who waa 
a good-natimd worthy man, acqiueacad, aad I W to w«riE ; 
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md certaiiiiy>fiv sotne weeks, wrou^twithunamaliNgilaiice. 
I hsd t^e principal motive for ttaying at home, which my 
fether did not advert to ; I wu in lore with Jessy, one of the 
Kirant-mudi, a little Mooming arrogKnt gypsy, out of whoee 
light I could not be happy. I quarrelled with her daily, and 
agreed with her again, be^ng her pardon befm^ night. I 
looked, Bimpered, and nghed ; but all these ddightfiil signals 
of lore she received with seeming disdain. I was jealoju of 
her beyond all tio^ds; and if 1 saw her smile upon any other 
yonng man, or talking tqnrt with one, my bosom burnt witli 
rage and revenge. 1 haunted her a> if I had been ber shadow ; 
and though I did not know of any thing that I wanted with 
her, yet I witber could be ht^tpy out at her presence, nor 
contented when in it. 

Th<n]gh 1 believe my pertemance as a ploughman was of 
a very inferior spedea, I remember, I soon became superdliouB- 
]y vain of it, which provoked my oeigUiour ploughmen to 
treat me wifh very little deference. I was not slack in teUing 
them, that it arose all from envy, at seeing thenuelrei so mucli 
outdone by me, in a busineu which l^y had practised aD tbdr 
lives, but had never understood. There was no standmg (^ 
tbia from a novice, for the border hinds are an independent 
and hij^t-gpirited race of men, and mattecs went on any way - 
but cordially bMween tu. My partjal &ther came over to my 
nde, which made tbe breach still the wider ; and at length they 
told him to my fiice, tbilt they would no longer work along 
with me; for, besides not keeping up my part, and leav- 
ing them all the drudgery, I took it upon me to direct them, 
while, at the same time, I knew no more of iarm-labour than 
«C«t. 

I said it was impossil^ for me to work any longer with guch 

boon ; that I wrought nearly as modi as them all put tog^ 

ther ; but that they wanted to be idle, and wished not fwany 

such pattdDi " Poor shiUy shally •faurf!" exd^med one of 

A 2 
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dsD, in gmt indigmtioB, " Ym hftnd a pteo^ I ;• nunm 
nJt a bowe o' meal an' Udc a peck <f iAe» fint ! deil hae't t^at 
I saw yc gude for yet, boX rniain' tnipUtin' after the \at»tf 
wenches." Knovinf who was pRMnt, I threw off my coat 
in order to give the tcoandrel a tlmahing; but my fitflw 
ordered him to hold hi* peace and go tiuaX hit biuiiieai; and 
taking hold of m^ he led me &y fine into the boiue, aad 
there was no more of the mattn. 

> Thus waa I taken from the plougfa tail, and sent to faetd 
one of the parcels of sheep, the one tiiat contained the imalkM 
vnmber, >ad rcquii!«d the least attcodancc of any tm the fivm. 
I entered upon this cddKitted clasMcal employment with i^ 
Hires of ddight. Never had a mortal inch a channiiig pre** 
fleet of true felicity I I r^tnced in the oppo-tunity tliat it 
would afli»d me of leading; so maayddishtfiil books, leaning 
■o many fine (Migi and tnnet, of which I was paenonately fend, 
and above all, «f kininf JeMy fadow the plaid. Ercry thii^ 
ia the ihcfiWd'i life was bewitdiing, but this crowned then 
alL And that I mi^t not want ^enty of qiportanitiei, I. 
was rendred to be to careful, that I could nM posnUy get 
home to above one meal in the twenty-fair hours, and of 
eoone, ai she was hooi^iiuud, Ae would be oUiged to carry 
all my meat to me. 

Such was the ddilious.i»cture I had dcetdted out to my. 
•etfi^theenjoymeateof^paitavllife: Bat, alas I every ]^ea>> 
rare in this imperfect state of things has it* ooneomitant evil aU 
tcudii^ it ; and the shepherd's life did not at all come ap to my 
expectations. I putaUtheaboTerefiBedezperimeBtaispractiMs 
J read a nnn^ter of carious bocdcs/— sung sangi to tfae rocks and 
echoes, — blew on the gennan-flnte m violently, that my beaK 
palpitated widi ezertioa,— .«id, fv once or twice, kwed Jessy 
bclmr the plaid. But it seems tUi had been a freedom of 
whid) the Itetle minx did not iqiprove ; for, tfaeBceforward, a 
ragamuffin of a boy was sent with my meat, whidi so altv- 
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cd Hie ihepherd'i viMn, Aat ths wttanc of im flock WM 

dunged with tlwm, aai he got hoBie ftr his lictuak u «tU 
ai anjr oUier diqiherd in the countoy. 

. MinovtT, by induJging in ail thete texn^-ies of fuuy ud 
iaugiiiMiiM, d>e«e dneami of lore and soft ddight, I negleetod 
my abeep ; who, iDJudicioutlf, ecatterad themselret orer k 
p«at extent of ooostry, woA got mixed iuncmg otiter fl«ck% 
from whid) I had no means of eqnnting tham. Xh^ wtn 
Mwn inrolred in inextricable conAiooa, white, at the tame time^ 
I WW driren quite dei]ierat« ; and, though net naturallf of ■ 
had temper, I ofte* Ic^ myee\f so &r m to get quite enngeii 
at the innocent cxeatnres, and used ihem very ill, becauee fiiiw 
Moth they went wnwg, which it ww my buuneu to have pr^ 
rmted, And for which, certainly, tfaey wt^hJihuBdeN. H«V> 
era, I wanted' to be rercagedou them. i -'i 

There was aaother thii^ that ^lortified ne a great dwl; 
Ifiaudthatmaehdtpcndedainiydc^ utdlhataU my exA* 
tioot, withmit his aaietaiice, araled not a ttrairm keeping ny 
flodc right. I was in fact much mne d^endant (« him thaa 
ba «M tqion me, and of that cfrcuBMtanee the haughty hnt» 
appeared to be folly airare. He vn» a rerj tagackius anUDiJ, 
lout aa proud ai Luciib-, and would a»t take an iH wtrd off 
my hand. Whenerw be yem in the leaet d^ree imtnited, (v 
affnwt«d, he nerer dioM to ladsrataad what 1 wished hiib to 
da ; and if be did on^t at bH, it was the contrary of. what I 
wantad. J knew tlm to be mas aScctatiiw on his part, aiA 
dgne to annrs some acUsfa end, or fbrthe still wane motin 
of promAiiig bis master ; so I careed uid ewoia, and tbnv 
rtones at Urn, iriiich he totdc good eare should iier«r hit hiai; 
and out of the leach of all otbw ofhoave weapons he pru^t- 
ly k^pt, whenever be vm me la bsd Immaur, Jo relan) tor 
this treatment, he took hi« tail between bis k|^, and trotted 
hk way home, wi&eut once drigning to ipok met bis ^ouU 
der, citba to tistca to my flattering prgnisoi of lundMSi 
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wid gooi Uti, or my moit violent tbicatenin^ <^ retali^ioa. 
'Then was I left by die proroking ratcal, almost duly every day, 
M hdpless a creature aa could be conceived. I Shouted, balloo'd, 
and threw my hat at the lambs, till I often could about and . 
nm no longer ; yet all my edbrts could never prerent them 
from straying; off at one comer or another. I loon found, that 
•the nature of the coUey 18 quite the opporite (rf that of a pointer 
or tpanid, and to be well served by him yon nuat treat him 
01 a friend ; be viU do notbii^ by force, but from IdndneM 
tod affection be will do any Amg. I was compelled to treat 
mine with proper dfdereaix and respect, and, when I did so^ 
I JKver had cause to me it. 

- There wan another eril that attended me ; I was obliged 
to riie much too -^oly in the morning. Thia did not suit 
my habits at all, and fri leas my inclination, 6>r I ftJt that 
I wu not half Nktisfied with sleep. The cooiequence of thii 
was, that, whenever I lay down to rat my«elf during the day, I 
sunk into the moat pnrfbund dumberg imaginaUe, often not 
awaking for three or four hours, when I generally found all 
my &oek in utter confiision. ' I had not the skill to gather and 
sepaivte them, like a shepherd accustomed to the imsines; and 
these Img sleeps in the fields embittered almost every day of my 
life. Neither did I relish the wet dothes, that I was obKf- 
ed tobear aboDton my bodyfr^HO montiDguntiTn^t, in ndny 
weather; it was 'highly tmoomfbrtihle, and a dark mist was 
the devil and all ! I wondored bow any man could keep hii 
flocks togetiber in a mist, n- know whei» they were ; tot there 
were some days Ihat^ from beginning to end, I never knew 
where I was myself. Then there was the vile custom oS smear- 
ing them with tar all arts the bodies ; how I did hate that iih 
tolenble operatimi[t Next, I was exposed to cM, to snow and 
rain, and all manner at hardships. In short, before the first 
half year had expired, I had fiurly come to the concliuion, 
that die life of a shephod, instead of being the most delight- 



fill and lOBiantic, was tke moit dull and wretched lUt* of 
sxistence; and I longied for a fair pntence to throw u^ mj- 
cha^e, and the plaid and crocdc, te ever., . 

That |n«tence wa> not Iwig wanUng:. Out nf deference to 
my father, the neighbouring- diepheriU had patiently borne 
with mf inexperience aaA n^ect, and had often laoaght 
mj acatlered flock* bock to me, in bqt^ that after a UttJe u&* 
periencel vouldgrow bettw. Butwdngtbatlgiewitill tha 
more n^igent> they iximUned \& a body, and came ta mf 
&ther; and, malung an old laan oasacd Willie Bcade theli 
^Kdcennan, they represented me in nidi a light, for a lazy* 
iittiguificant being, as I never shall forget ; and there WB» 
aomething which die (dd crabbed body said that day, that J 
found afterwardi to be too true. " Ye'U get nae luck o' that 
caUaot, Sir," said be, "gin hediimahaudhiinebbettu'totha 
gronitaae. I wat wed, I hae naething |o say ferrar nor what 
concerns the dicep; but, I trow, gb ye dinaa tie lum til a job 
that he canua g^t qnat o', he'll flee frae m ^dderall tiQ au- 
ilber a' the days o' his life ; he'U be a plague amaag the wonot 
too ; an' a' tbegitber ye'll umIc but little mence o' him;'' 

My fether did not much relieh this |Hfloe of infiuraatiDn, 
and that he gave the old man to know ; Init Cnuty was not to 
be snubbed in that way, fw his observationigvew still more and 
more severe on my character. " £y troth, gudeman, ye may 
juM tak it ai wed, or as ill as. ye tike, I carena the bladiafiara 
my nail about it ; a' that I said I'll stimd to; I haenaethii^ 
to do wi' nae basest man'sbaim, only I ken this, gin I bad no' 
a chap for a son, I wad either bind him to a sea captain, or 
gie him a penny in his pouch, as' str^ him aff to the Indiana 
— 4ie11 get plenty o' wtnnen there as black as daes ; an' that 
wUi be better than to hae him rinoin' jinking after Ibuk's wivee 
an' docfaters here, an' bringin' disgrace baith to you an' itber 
fonk— gin he dinna' soon oome afore the kirk, I hae tint my 
skill Bat I hae nought to tay to that — (miy, g^ ye had to 
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gather his sheep fta* him, as often as I hae done forihU half f ear 
bygane, ye wadna be pleased at him mair nor me. When I 
see a young chap lying slnbberin' an' sleepin' a' the day in a 
heather bush, I can guess vhat he has been about a' the night." 

I never in my life vould bo gladly have been quit of any 
body as this old tomagant, for I was airud every moment 
that he would come out with something which, if my parents 
knew, would ruin me. My &vourit« Jessy had been lately 
married, which I did not much strive to prevent, baring lud a 
plan with myself of seduong her affecticHiB afterwards. No soon- 
er was the ccavmony over, than I set about my laudable scheme, 
vith all manno of despatch ; bat the little devil thought 
proper to inform her hodnuid, and, not being aware of thisj 
on my return to see her, I had neaily paid very dear for my 
temerity. My character being now entirely at their mercy, 
I was in hwrors test they should espose me j and 1 feared that 
this old inretemte rascal had already got hold of the shxtj, imd 
WM coming out with it However, I did not hear any more 
«f it, and bare tak«) good care ever since, how. I ptud my aA- 
dresses to other men's wives. It may bp a very pleasant thing 
to gun their affeCUons ; but when they tell, and put alt out 
togetha-, it comes to be rather disagreeaUe. 

In the appral made by the shefAerds, my fedier was obliged ' 
to acquiesce, and another lad was hired to my flock. It pror- 1. 
ed a great rt^ef to me, and I now remained idle about my 
Other's house: I played incessantly on the fiddle, to the great 
fuinoyance of the family, and soon became a ctmnderaUe 
adept. Certainly mystraios were not the sweetest in the world, 
for I paid no regard to eharps or flats; but I had a good bow- 
hand and held on with rigour, taking care ne^er to stick a tune 
because I went wrong in it I soon attained a high chu'acter 
as a muudao, and heard some very flattering encominms on my 
■kill&twi counliy neighboun, who even wait so iar as to aver 
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that " I needed not to be afriud to f^ag througii a tone wi' 
auld Sal Gow kimeeL" 

I «oon observed tbat my parents were growing; uneaey on my 
account, and diuatisfied that I should be thua trifling avaj 
the best of my time: I was terrified for the axe and long 
^v again, and began to ciut idiout feet some creditable big- 
ness to which I mi^t betake nyself ; for, now that I had 
lost Jessy, and all the delights I promised myself in her com- 
pany, I had nothing of that nature to bind me at home. At 
leng^th, it was decided that I should set up as a grocer in the 
town of Kelso, which quite delighted me; and at tJte next 
term I hegan business. 

My fiither's dreiunttances being well known, I had plenty 
of credit; ndther was I slat^ in accommodating othen in the 
same way, so that my customers multiplied exceedingly. My 
luxuries melted from my e^p lilce the snow from the moun- 
tains, and new cargoes pouted in like the northern blasts that 
supply iheae ; but, in f^te of my indinataons, and a natural 
aversion that I had to spirits of every descrqition, I soon be. 
gan to get dissipated. I was fond of nuisic and song, which 
often gathered Idle people about me, wheae company, though 
I wished to decline, yet I could not resitt ; and by d^rees I 
was led on tilL I took my glass as freely as any of them ; so 
tliat, (rfitentimes, when I came into the shop at night to wind 
up my afiairs for the day, and to balance my books, I was to 
drunk that I knew not oite ding from another. 

I coounitted a number of small mistakea in these degrees 
of eleraliiHi, which bad nearly cost me a deal of trouble. I 
had once nearly lost a &mily of good cnstinners, by selling 
them a quarter of a pound of cut tobotxo instead of tea, 
which did not agree with them. I likewise furnished an h»- 
not man willi a quantity of snuff, instead of Jesuit barics. 
He drank it for the removal ot some impediment about 
the stomBch ; but it had quite a different e&ct tnm tlmt de- 
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Mied. To gm people « dow «f nl^etre iniUad of (;I«ibeF 
talu .mu a frequent mistake with me, u I ■enr could li«nr 
the oi» from tin other ; snd I had twice to give duiii|ei oa 
that iccee^ Bat the thing that frigfated me wont of aH, wm( 
tbe giving a glsM of Titriol to ■ Highlander, over the vamiUr, 
BMtead o[ whiiky. He drank it off, and wmt away widiOBt 
any remafk, save tfait " ibt wac te eood ;" but. when he Ml 
the riiop, I observed that lui 1^ were primmed doM tegether, 
and the tean were ttreamiog ffter bis t^eeks. On «rTmnVh.g 
tlw botde I diacorered my miitike, and had bo deubt thtt 
the man would die initintly. I teamed that be was driviBg 
Highland cattle, and wa« teen with them about a mile beyond 
liie town ; but I thought he could not lire, and expected erery 
day to be apprehended for poueniog him. Day came afiw 
day, and no word uriredt^ the dead Hi^dand drover; ti9, at 
length, afaont.a month after, I was thuadentruck at semg 
ika Muae idd man enter tha ehop, and again aik me to tell 
lum " a glaMfii' of te wluiky/ 1 could not believe my eyea ; 
bat he removed aii my donbti, by adding, " an it pe your 
rill, let hv have te atme tat ihe got &n aha vas hen pf&re." 
Iind, IfinndIluidnoDeofthatsow,bat Aatmneall^ed ' 
it wai not quite the thing. " Heoh, mau, ihe ahoorly vaa t» 
oood 1" replied be, " for bit no pe Ettte tat mok auM Tonald 
pigh O*"''^)' '^ py cot the vaa mhut and bink to henel Ear 
twovriieek*." 

What a tremeadou* ttomacfa the old feUow muit have hadi 
hot I wa« go OTCijoyed at g ce in g him again, that I gave him two 
or three glaaaei of ^e best ipiriti I had, for which I refuted 
to take any payment. He took off his bonnet, bowed kia 
gtey-matted head] and thanked me; promiting, . at the lame 
tine, " alwayt to pe my chustoMer fan he came tat vay-." 

I continued in bueineat wily twenty moittha, and, by the •■• 
uitance of a steady jdd man, had kept my bookt perfectly re- 
gular ; but at Ihit time I committed a great blunder, by tn^ 
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tmag a Ml granUd by me to a rival honse to be proterted, 
ud rtill to Ke over, on account of «ome temporary dlnq»- 
pirintmrat Such a ne^t u ruin to a man in btuiness. He 
•had better make ray sacrifice. Tbis, I know, that it knock- 
ed my borinen on the head, vhicb, with a Kttle more atten- 
tion, conld sot hare feikd of doin; well. My credit wai 
n^ned, and every debt that I owed waa demanaed up at 
mice. Though I had atodk, I had Btiiher commiuid of money 
nor Becurities ; and being vend of patience, and diigiuted with 
the duni that csme on me at every hour of "die day, and the 
threati of proeecatioiu, I lost heart Mort wiadvieedly, I 
locked np the doon <rf my ehop, and gave' my booki and £eys 
over to my &ther, abscooding st the same time, till I taw how 
mattert turned out I was excessively ca»t dawa and dispirit- 
ed at tbi« time ; and [ remember of being' grmtly mortified 
at heuing what pasted betweoi two Kelso girb, whom I over- 
took (m my way to Edinburgh. " Wba's that impudent 
datp f laid the me. " He'i a tnviken merchant i' our town," 
rej^ied the other. " What ri^t hiw a creature tike--bim to 
come an' keek intE fblcs' faces diat gate ?" said the fint I 
felt myacJf terribly degraded, and was glad to get out of faear- 
iBg ; but their words did not go out of my head for a month. 
Hy fkthv craved time ; which was granted. Ab soon as he 
had looked over the state of my oSaiis, he took the debts all 
upon himself, and gave security for the whole at dx and twelve 
inontlis. He ttM off the stock by public roup ; and, thou^ 
tome of the goods were sold at a disadvantage, when all was 
settled tbere was a revertion to meof L.I60, over and above 
the sum^that he had advanced-to me at first Though 
he vas pleased to find things terminate so well, he was 
(Tieved at my faaring given np a buMness that promised tp 
turn out. to such adwitage, and expostulated with me in a 
very eoioDS manner — a t^ing which he had never dwie be- 
fore. I remember enry word of one sentence that he «ud to 
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me that day ; it was very nearly as follows : " Ye'« atill but 
a young man yet, son, an' experience may noozle some wit in- 
til ye ; for it's o'er plain ye hae mudile need o't. I IW I 
may «ay to you, as the good auld luair, Jacob, said to hi3 son 
Heuben, ' that ye are unstable as water, and shall not excel. 
He that ahideth not by the works of his hands, nor Is satis- 
fied with the lot that talletb unto him, shall lift up his voice 
by the way-side, and no man shall regiu'd him ; because he 
regarded not the voice of him that begat him, nor listened to 
the words of her that gare him birth.' Son, I hae likit a' my 
biunis weel ; but I had the maist hope o' you. My heart was 
prooder o' ye aften than I loot on ; but gia it be the Lord's 
will to poonish me for that, I maun e'en submit. 1 canba 
be lang wi' ye now. 1 maun soon leave ye, an' gang to wy 
lang hame ; but there's nought will bring my grey hairs sae 
soon to the grave, as to see the improodence o' my bairns : an' 
O I wad like weel to see you settled i' some creditable way : 
i" some way that ye might enjoy peace and quiet i' this liftr 
an' hae tj.me to prepare for a better. The days o' pleasure 
an" mirth will soon be o'er wi' ye j an' when ye come to my 
time o' day, there will be mony actions that ye'll rue, an' this 
last will be ane amang the lave. Is it not a strange thing 
that you, who are sae clever at every thing, can yet succeed 
in naithing ?" 

I resolved to do better ; but I was Jack of all trades, and 
master nf-none. I had now a small sum of my own, which I ' 
never had before ; and having never yet cost my &ther nucii 
money, the choice was still left to myself what I would try next. 
Wlien a young man gets his own choice, he is very apt to fix 
on the profession (hat his father followed, especially if he has 
been fiiitunate in it ; and so it was with me at this time. When, 
as I conceived, I had learned to calculate matters aright, I 
fixed on the life of a former, and determined to be industnous, 
virluous, and sober. I even resolved to marry a wife— « rich 
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t>ne, and be the first man id the country ; aod, at far ss I ala 
judge from my own exp^ience, in erery man's riewB of life, 
that forms a principal part. My father approred of my plan, 
but at the rame time gave me many charges, never again to 
tiilnk of changing' that honest and creditable profeesion fiir 
any other ; " for I gie ye my word, son," said he, " that a 
rowin' atane nevu gathers ony fog; and ane had better late 
thrive than never do weeL" I promised steadiness, and really 
toeant to keep my word; and I do not iJiink that ever any 
person bad higher hopes of happiness tban I bad at that time. 
I was about to enter on that course of life which all men 
covet, from the highest to the lowest. What do the merdiajit 
and mviu£ictiirer toil fbr, hut for a competence to en^e 
them to retire to a iarm in the country f What do the sol- 
dier and the professional man ride tbeir health and life for tn 
ii)ragD climes, but £» the means to enable them to retire 
to a Iarm In their native country? And this faappy and . 
envied state I was about to enter into in the flower of my 
age, and in the prime of life. I laid out all my plans of 
life in my form-boose : they were perhaps a little too luxu- 
rious, bat altogether they formed an Eden of delight. I cal- 
culated on my crops so much an acre— on my cattle so much 
a-head;— the produce was immense ! — quite sufficient ibr the 
expenditure of a gentleman. I was so uplifted in my own 
mind at my unexampled good fortune, tiiat my words and ac- 
tioaa were quite eccentric. I hurried from one place to abo- 
tber, as if every momrat had been of the utmost importance; 
when on foot I ran, and when on horseback I gallopped. I 
am sure the cautious and prudent part of the community 
must have langbed at me ; but I perceived it not, and thought 
diat ev^ one admired me for my clevemeaa. The ianuers 
thereabouts are rather a well-bred dass of peofJe, and none of 
them evw tried rither to mortify or reprehend me, but suf- 
fered me to take my own way. From the rugged freedom of 
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tie peaiantiy, however, I got aome tcTere rebuffs. I im aas 
daji riding into Dimse ia fine style, hainng set off M the gjtl- 
lop, without being; well aware of it; " Hallo! ^top!" cried 
, a brown-looking peaaaot, with a Rpade over his ihoalder; 
and I wheeled round my hone in the middle of hit career. 
" WLat'» wrang wi' ye, lad? Are ye a' weel £neugh at 
hame?" " To be sure we are, you dog; what do you 
mean?" eaid I. " 0, gin ye be a' weel, that's cueugh. I 
tJiought ye war outher riding for the doctor or the houdy," 
{pidwife,) eaid the homy-knuckled rascal, and cbop'd oa hia 
..way, gaping as he went. 

At anotber time, I was hiring a lad at a i^r in Greenlaw, 
but parted with him about sotne trifle. Thinkiug afterward 
. that I was in the wrong, I called to him as he passed, in- 
. .tending to gire him all that he asked ; but not knowing his 
name, I accosted him thus—" Hallo, you fellow with the 
.white stockings, come hither." He looked aside to me with 
. the greatest contempt — " An* wha the deil was't made you. a 
gentleman an' me a fellow?" said he; " the kail-wife o' 
.JKelso, I fancy : or was't the salts an', senny leaf?" — Another 
.time, at a wedding, I chanced to dance a good deal with a 
. pi«tty country m^den, named' May Glendinning, and k^ 
.her utdng on my knee, being resolved, if possible, to set her 
.home at night. Her sweetheart was grievously cha^ioed at 
, .this, but coulduothelpit. " What's come o* May, Geordie?" 
ia-^.' inquired one; " 1 think ye hae tmt Maya' thegither the 
^ht." " I canna get her keepit a minute," said Gcotdie, 
" for that stickit shopkeeper." 

Jy loud roar of laughter ensued, at which I was highly in- 
censed, and resolved to be revenged on the clown. I kept 
May the whole night, and after many entreaties, prevdled on 
her to suffer me to accompany her home. We went into hoc 
fiither's byre, and sat down on some dean hay to court. I 
* said a great many kind things to her, not one of which wm 
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tnie, and Blways between h&ndi endeaToured to pr^udice bet 
iglMBit Geordie. 1 said he was & low ill-bred nuctd, and no 
match for, such a lorely and lady-looldng maid tu she ; and 
many bitter things I uttered against him : among others, I 
Towed, that if I saw ludi a dog as he touch but the pidm of 
her hand, I would kiclc him. That moment I was rudely 
sdzed by the collar. " Come on, then, maister shopkeeper," 
«id a rough Folce, in the dark, at my ude ; " here's Geordie 
at ycHir aeirice ; an' I think he !;an hai^y deserre his brikfast 
better fne you than ye do firae him." I seized him in the 
tame manoer, and in that violent way we led one another out. 
Burning for rerenge, I meant to have given him a merciless 
drubbing. On getting fairly out we struggled hard ; but, as 
bad ludc would have it, I iell undermost, and that just in the 
vile quagmire at the root of the dunghill. There the wretch 
held me down until the wheezing liquid abomination actually 
met above my breast ; then, giving me two or three Wows on 
the &ce, he left me with a loud laugh of scorn, saying, as he 
struggled through the mud, " It's no ilka chapman that maun 
try t« lick the butter aff Geordie Bailley's bread." The dog was 
of the race of the gypBtes. I went home in a miserable jdi^t- 
Having expended the greatest part of the money that my 
talha advanced lo me in stocking my&rm and fiimidiiog my 
house, I saw that I would soon want money, and determined 
on having a wife with a fortune instantly. Accordingly I set 
out a-wooing to one Miss Jane Armstrong, the daughter of a 
wealthy and respectable farmer. I proved a very awkward 
tova- ; and though nothing ever pleased tne so much as court- 
ing the servant giHs, when courting a woman that I really 
esteemed, I felt as if performing a very disagreeable task. I 
did not know what to say, for it was a new kind of courting 
that I neither understood nor relished ; it was too systematic 
and ceremonious, for me. However, I thought, that on getting 
her for my wife all that kind of flummery would be over ; and 
B2 
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I perntted in my suit, till at length matten-cune to be tmdow 
itood. betweea lu, and bathing remained to do bat to name 
the day. I rather esteemed thaa loved Mies Amutroiig, and 
went about the whole buNoeea rather ai a matter c/duty thaa 
in cofuequence of a fond. attachment. 

About this time 1 chanced to be over in Temtdale on some 
bujineEs, where I met with a Hm Curriei with whom I waa 
quite captivated. She waa handwme, lively, and full of firolic 
and humour, and I never was so charmed with any bdy in 
my life. I visited her every week, and itill became more and 
more enamoured of her. She treated me ao kindly, and with 
so little reserve, that for three months I never went lo see Jane 
Armstrong but once. The Armstrongs took this heiooualy 
amiss, and, all at once, without giving me any notice, the lady 
was married to a couun of her own, a baker in Coldstream. 
I was not even invited to the wedding. 

J felt this as a great weight taken off my shoulders, and 
plied my suit to Magdalene Currie : but to my mortificatioD 
I soon afterwards learned, ^at the xeasoo why she received 
me with so mud) ease wan because she did not care a farthing 
about me, having all the while been engaged to another, to 
whom she was joined in wedlock a short time after. I looked 
exceedingly sheepish, and did not know what to do. I could 
no more set out my head amiwg the ladies, so I went borne 
and courted my own housekeeper. 

This was a delightful amusement; but it was a mott im> 
prudent and dear-bought one. From the time I begv to toy 
with this girl, I found that I was no more matter of my own 
house : she did what she pleased, and the rest of the scrvanta 
followed her example. If a man wishes for eitber honour, 
credit, or success in life, let him ke^ among iemales of his 
own rank — above it if he will, but not lower. 

I was, moreover, always of an ostentatious, and liberal turn 
of mind : I kept a good table, and plenty (Kf French brandy 
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in my houte, which at that time cost only la. 6d. per S^ta < 
iqgt. My neighboun diacorered this; and though I never 
invited any of them, for in truth I did not vant theni,- yet 
there wu widom a day paued that I did not receive a vlut 
£rom some of them. One came to hear such and such a tune, 
which be ifanted to leam ; another, a song of mioe that he 
could not get out of hii mind ; and a third, merely to get a 
dack, and a glaaa of brandy and water with me. Though 
I always left my &nning and joined them with reluctaiice, 
yet, after drinking a glass or two with them, these ill humours 
all vanished, and I drank on, sung, and played my beet tunes; 
and we never fiuLed to part in great glee, and the most inti- 
mate friends in the world. Thii proved a great source of 
uneaainess to ine, as well as expense, which I could ill afford. 
Though it grieved me, yet I could not put w end to it ; and 
the same scenes of ocase and riot occurred once or twice, if not 
Btx times every week. The'«ervaats joined in the same lasity 
and mirtb ,- and, leaving the door half open, they danced to 
my tunee in the kitchen. This drew my elevated friends 
away from me to join tfaem ; after which a scene of wrestling 
and screaming ensued, and, all that I could do, I lost the 
ctanmand of my house and family. 

My familiarity with my lovely hotisekeeper still contmued, 
and for a whole year I was like a man going about with his 
eyes tied up, wlio might have seen well enough could he have 
suffered himself to look. Suppose such a man, though he 
were Eeoaible tliat be was going astray, yet would not think of 
taking away the bandage, and looking about him to see agun* 
where the right path lay, but, thinking it capital sport, would 
continue the frolic and run on. It is not easy to conceive 
sndi a fool, but exactly such a one was I. 

I soon had some pr^nant proofs that the days of my house- 
keeping were drawing towards a conchision. The failure of 
my crops, and the insurmountable indolence of my servants 
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without doors, not to menUon the extended prospect wiAin, 
all announced to me, that of my hopeful boueeEold there mutt 
necessarily be a dispersion. I jndged it a &r eaaier and mwe 
convenient mode of brealiing up the coneem, for me to go and 
leave them, than to*be making' my delightful housekeeper, and 
all ber irregular, lazy, and impudent assodates, pack up their 
baggage and leave me. I perceived before me a system of cry- 
ing, whining, and obloquy, not to mention chunji anatbemag, 
that I could in nowise encounter; so, aa the war waa then 
raging in America, I determined on going tliere in person, to 
assist some of the people in killing their neigbbours. I did not 
care much which of the parties I joined, provided I got to a 
place where I should never eee nor hear more of my drunken 
neighbours, profligate serviuita, lame horses, tidighted crops, 
and unprofitable housekeeper. 

I acquainted my brother with my resolution ; and_notwith- 
standing of his warmest remonstrances, [ persisted in it. So 
be was oldiged to take my form, for fear I should give it to 
some other ; and as he conndered it a good bai^n, he gave 
me a fair valuation of all my ferm-stocking. We settled 
every thing ourselves, and that as privately as possible, i 
applied at the war-<^ce, and there being then a great de- 
maud for young men of spirit to go out to America, I found no 
difficulty in purchasing an ensign's commission in a regiment 
then lying in Lower Canada. In the course of a few days I 
turned my back on my native place, and my Eace towards the 
western world, in search of something — I did not know what 
'it was, but it was that which I could not find at home. Had 
I reflected aright, I would have found it was prudence ; but 
I would not suffer myself to reflect, for ray conduct at that 
time was not calculated, on a retrospection, to afford much 
oonsolaHon ; but I hoped, in a life of danger and anxiety, to 
experience that sort of pleasure which is the result of hope 
and variety. 
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I do not intend heie to gire even the general outliDea of our 
pnigreaa in America; my oira private memoirs, which I am 
wntiDJi', are quite a difiereot matter, and I fear will be found 
too mncli in unison wjth my former behaviour and general 
diaiacter. I have often diought, that the more one wfiers 
in mind &om any misfutune, the more apt he is to fell ag;«in 
into the same imjiroprieties that caused it. Moral philoso- 
phers may account for this — I cannot ; but of this I am sure, 
that my whole life has been fraught with instanoes of it ; and 
lai taking a general review of the actions of men, I pemade 
myself that it prevails to a d^ree tliat no casualty can. ao 
count fi)r. I had no sooner made my escape, diigracefuUy 
Oiough, from a disagreeable dilemma with tme girl, than X got 
into another niucb worse. 

On my route to America, I joined, at Cork,-a lieutenant 
CoUn Frazer, who was conducting out two companies of r&- 

. Quits to join our transatlantic- army; and of course I was a. 

.subordinate officer to him. I never lilted him from the be- 
pnning ; he was too selfish and concaled of himself,- and ]»c- 
tended to be so much of a gentleman, (though lie had never 
be&re been from the banks of Loch Ness in the Highlands,) 
that it was imposuble to know how to speak to him., I could 
not ^>eak English otberwiw than in the broadest Border dia- 
lect, while he delivered himself in a broken Highland jargon, 
at which I ccFuld never contain my gravity. With all this, we 
were obliged to be constantly together at mess, aa well as ot&er 

.dmes; &nd &om the moment that we first met, my nature 
seoued, even to myaelf, to have undeigone a complete change. 
Perh^ the idea of being now a scddier contributed greatly 
to dus ; but, from beiag a good-natured, careless, roving, ah- 
surd fellow, I became all at once proud, positive, and obsm- 
paous; and, jn keeping Up these dignified prateusitms, I 
daresay vras as.Absurd as in the oenducting of my mercantUe 
ud fuming traasicUoQs. Still, I cannot help t h in ki ng i% 
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WM thu haughty overbeariD^ Highlaad devQ that stirred up 
these unnatural propenuties in my breast. We never looked 
oae another openly and frankly id the face, when we con- 
vMsed together; or if we did, it was with a kind of sneer: 
and our custom was to ait opposite one another, with averted 
eyes, aud cut and Enub one another all that we could, stJll 
pretending to be in gooi humour, yet all the while foil of 
bitterness and gall. 

This state of effiin was soon brought to a climax by my 
spirit of gaUantry. Among the few females that were in the 
chip, iktm was one Clifftn^ Mackay, a most beautiful, an- 
gelic y«iiDg lady, from the Highlands. The moment that I 
s«w her, I was s^zed with a strong curiosity to know all about 
her, and what her motires were for going out to America ; 
and my cnrioaity was mixed with the romantic passion of love. 
I Bftw that she and Fraser were acquainted, and indeed he 
appeared to be her only acquaintance on board ; but he be- 
haved to her with such loerre, and kept at such a distance 
from her in public, that I was altogether astonished how he 
could behave in such a manner to so sweet a creature, and 
maiked him down in my mind as a cold-hearted insensible 
Tagabond of a felbw. This apparent n^lect endeared the lady 
BtDl more to me, and interested my heart so much in her, tliat 
I could scarcely ever keep from her company. There was no 
little kind office that lay in my power that I did not pro^, 
no attention that I did not pay ; at which Frazer would often 
<neer in the most iueultmg way. " Ton my wort, Miss Mac- 
kay, put youTl pe ketting exhellent attenrioBs," he would say ; 
or at other times, " Shurely you'll pe unter fisry much kreat 
obltghatiotis to tlie worthy and callant wngn." 1 was so im- 
prudent out day, in an ill humour, as to repeat one of these 
sayiogs, in bis own tone and dialect, in modua^. Me gave 
})is ineuth a twist, curled np his nose, and turned round on his 
Juel, saying at the same time, " You shaS pe answering for 
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ttiu py and py, laj prave fellow." " O that I wiU, I dareeay," 
raid I, as saudly aa might be. Tn the meantime I plied tbe 
beautiful Cliflbrd, until lier heart was melted, and the tdlA 
me her whole story, and a most interesting story it was : un- 
luckily for me, there happened not one word of it to be true, 
an inference which I would have been the last man in the 
world to have drawn. I proffered myself her triend and pro- : 
tector, in tbe most nt^le and disinterested manner ; and though 
these were not fiwikly accepted, still they were by degrees ad- 
mitted, until at last they terminated as all these genermu and 
benerolent prot«ciious of the feir sex do. I was Ueased be- 
yond measure in the society of this adorable and delicate crea- 
ture ; and as Frazec now kept a shy distance from both of us, 
I had as much of her delig-htful company as I chose. I really 
felt exceedingly happy with this angel, and began to vaiue 
myself highly on my personal accomplish men ta, that had thus 
gained me the affections of such a lady in so abort a time. 

She was going to lire with her brother, a man of great con- 
sequence in Upper Canada, and under the care of Frazer, 
irho was an acquaintance of her father's, i engaged to see hei* 
safely there, if he failed in the charge he had undertaken, or 
to assist him iu it as far as lay in my power ; and on reaching 
her tnvther'a houee, why, marriage was a thing to happen of 
course ;< iMit on that subject we did not tsiV much. As we 
neared to the shores of America, she s^ll spoke less and Itat of 
her brother, who at one time was her sale discourse ; and after 
coming to anchor in the St Lawrence, she never more men- 
tioned bis name, nnlesH iu answer to some question that I 
chanced to ask concerning him ; and when our baggage was 
removed from the ship into boats, I observed that Frazcr took 
no notice whatever of either her or her effects. I thought I 
likewise perceived a kind of despondency in my charmer's looks 
that quite ovcix»me me, and I resdved to dedicate my life t» 
her. I never dunt look forward to the future, or calculate with 
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myself vhat were to be the conwquences of i^n ktnoar ; but 
tlMM caine upmi me invtch rootxer than I could have pnsamed. 
We sailed for three days up the nver, afW quitdng tiie 
re»el. Clifford, Fraztr, u>d I, were in the nme boat, and 
also an Irish and an Engplish |eiitleman. Our Dohle lieuten- 
ant spoke next to nothing, but upon die whole did not behRve 
undtilly. We came at length to a villagie on the nordt ride 
of the river, where we were obliged to land, and wait sonae 
days for the Mriral of other troops and some waggons. Being* 
now g<ot feirly to land, and in a place whire retirement was easy 
to be obtained, which hitherto bad been impossiUe, Frazer 
had resolved to let me know what I wag about. Accordingly, 
the next morniag after our arrival, I was wiuted upon by 
the Irish j^ntleraan who came with us, who presented me 
with a challenge from the lieutenant. I never wag so con- 
founded in my life, andwist not what to do or say; but read 
Uie note orer and over, I do not recollect how oft. Macrae, 
the Irishman, noticed my dilemma, which I daresay amused 
him, and then calmly inquired what answer he was to return 
to his friend. " The nan's out of big judgment," said I. 
" I do not see," said he, " how you can draw that infb'ence 
firmi any thing: that has pageed on the present occasion. Cer- 
tainly he could not do otherwise than demand satuAetion of 
you for the gross manner in which you have Insulted him, 
by leduung his ward and friend; and that avowedly, it 
bdng a transactimi that was ndtber hid frmn the ghip'g crew, 
uor from the men he is destined to command." " The devil 
run away with him and bis ward both," said I. Macrae 
burst out ^-laughing, and remariced, Ihat that was no an- 
swer at all to send to a gentleman ; that as he had the 
greatest respect for hii friend, he would not bear a repeti- 
tion of gudi ribaldry;, and that, after what he bad seen and 
heard of my behaviour, he judged it more meet that I shonid 
be beaten like' a dog before the men, and hooted from the 
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king'ii (Crvlce in di^nce. In my confuuon of ideas it had 
nerer oocurred to me, that I was nov oUiged to fight a 
dud with any one who liked, or be di^jtaced for ever. So, 
fluxA-ing np a momentary oourajj^, I wrote a note in &nswn'> 
acceptibp hii challenge as »ooa as I oould prociue a friend to 
be tny second. The Eofj^h gentleman, Mr Dow, who had 
aCctHnpanied us from Britain, being lodg^ in the auue house 
with me, I ^plied to him for adrice, and slated the matter 
exacdy to him. He sud it was an ugly job, and he feared 
there was no altematiTe but %l)tiiig the gentleman, unlen I 
choM to make every concession, and be dit^^raced. " As to 
nther the grace or disgrace c^ the matter," said I, " I do not 
mind diat a pin ; but a* I suspect the gentieman has been 
vwy shabbily used by me, I will ratho' make any concession 
he cfaooKs to name, than fight with one I hare wronged. 
1 do Dot ^iprore (J fighting duds. My religious principlei 
do not admit of it." He smiled and shook his head. " I b^ 
Ueve," Htid he, " you are a very honest good fellow, but you 
are a simple man, and know nothing of the world. You must 
leare the matter entirely to me. I suspect you mu«t fight 
him, but, as he is the challenger, you have the right of cboo*- 
ing your weapons I will howerer-wait upon him, uhI shall 
bring you ofi' if I can." " For God's sake do," sud I ; " I will 
rather make any uknowledgment he likes, than kill the hou. 
eat btUTB fellow, and hare his Uood on my head, after hav- 
ing offended him by hurting bim in the tenderest part" " O 
that will never do," laid he ; " never talk of concesuons, just 
in the outaet of life ; leate the matter wholly to me, and b»< 
hare younelf like a man and a Scotsman, whatever be tha 
iwie." I promised that I would ; and away he went to wut 
un Fr&ier, my insulted lieutenant. How i did cune his hot 
Highland blood to myself, and wished him an hundred times 
at the bott<«n <^ Loch Nets, or on the top of the highert of 
bii native hiDs, never to come down again till the day of judg» 
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ment. I then coned my own imprudence ; but unid all my 
nring and exccradons, I attached no Uame to the lorely and 
gentle Cliffivd Mackay, The preference that she had giTVD 
to me orer C«din Fraser, her Highland frimd, acted like a 
hidden charm in her bdialf, 

I now began to connilt seriouily with mytelf what weqxHu 
I dxmld make choice of. 1 could in nowiae hew my mind to 
piitoli, for I fonnd that I could not stand and be shot at. I 
accounted myself as good a markimao ai any in BritaJn, bnt 
that I reckoned of do arail. What did 1 care for killing tb« 
man P 1 had no wish to kill him, fiuther than by ki doing I 
might prevent him &om killing me at the next fire, and on 
'. -^ ' that ground I would bare aimed ai sickerly as pcaritdc. I 
/ would not haTeninded lo much, had I been mre of huog ihot 
dead at once ; bnt to get a ball lodged ioude of me, and HaTC 
ny nervea wrecked and tested by bungling American NugeMu 
trying to extract it, was the thing that I was determined rat 
no conuderation to submit to. I would not hare a doct(nr 
twisting and mangling my entrails, in tearch of a crabbed pl»- 
MA buUet, for no man's caprice, nor woman's neither ; so I de- 
termined not lo fight with pietols. 

I tried to discuas the merits of the nnall sword ; bot it was 
a vile inudimis we^mn, and wwse than the other, if wone 
could be ; a thing that came with a jerk by the wrist, as swift 
as lightning, and ont through) one's body in a moment. The 
blue holes they made through one were rery unseemly, uid 
not to be cured. There were something, upon the whole, very 
melancholy in the view of the issue of a duel with unall 
>word« ; so I resolred to decline fightang with them. 

The broad-awwd t Why, it was a noMe weapon ; but to 
trust myself under the broad sword of an enraged Hi^lando- 
woold be a piece of as desperate temerity as bnmng the b(dt 
of heaven. Besides, I had never learned to fence. Still, 
however, a man had it in his power to defend himself i^imt 
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that irexpaa, ud there wm a gna.t deal in that — he mi^ 
UM «ome very gtrenuous exertions for that purpose ; and if 
Dothiii; else would do, an honouraUe retreat vna in his 
pomr. Upon the vhole, though I did not approve of tmet- 
ii^ myself under such a weapon, in such hands, yet I rather 
kaned to that than any other; or, on second thoughts, I 
jnd^ diat it would be as good, and as genUxl, to malie 
choice <rf the swtffds that we wwe, which were neither brood 
Her ana}! ones, but something between the two, and not re- 
mnrkable lor th^ shaipnes. 

Mr Dow returned ; and in the most calm and friendly way, 
informed me that he found it a very disagreeable business, 
nmch mwe so than he thought meet to disclose to me, till he 
■aw what vonld be the issue. I asked if nothing but my lift 
would satisfy the fidlow ? He answered, that he would notbe 
satisfied with any concessions that a gentleman could make; 
that if I kneeled before i^ the men, and confessed that I had 
wrcmged him, and begged bis pardon, he would be satisfted, 
bat witii nothing leu. " Why," says I, " rince you think 
the gentleman is so grossly wronged, I do not see why I should 
not do this." " By the Lord, sir," siud be, with great fer- 
nrar, " if you do that, yon ai« lost for erer. Coniider, that 
in «o doing, you not only confots your error, but confess that 
you are a coward ; and the neit thing diat you mint do is to 
lude your bead from every luiman acquuntance. I have con- 
ndered the case as my own, and concrive that there is no 
other method of procedure, but to give the gentleman the £a- 
^bction he desires, and on that ground I have appointed the 
hour and the place of meeting. It is to be in a lane of the 
adjoining wood, at seven o'dock in the evening; the cbmce of 
the weapons is left W ytn." 

" Why should it not be jart now?" sEud I. ■* The sooner' 
i»ny disagreeable bonness is over the better ; and as fbr the , 
weapons, to give him erery adnintage, since I have been the 



89 WINTER EVKNIKG TALES, 

aggressor, I'll give hiaa the wespon for which hk country ii m 
tDudi fWmed. We will derade it with our gwords. Docs he 
think that men are mice ?" ' 

Dow gave me a slap on the shoulda', aad, with a great 
Mth, swore that that was etrid like a man ; " and I'll go and 
tell your opponent that," added he, "which, 1 trott, will stUB 
him." I had now tahen my resoUition, uid went away with 
him to the place quite courageously, though all the while- 1 
scarcely knew what I was doin^, such a tremor had take* 
hold of me. Dow's luoke cleared up. He went away and 
warned Frazer and his second of my mwtal impatience for 
the combat, and then war two waiked in the grove awaiting 
-their arrival; and, after all, they were not in any great 
hurry. When they arrived, our seconds insisted on our shak- 
ing hands. To this I had no objections in the world, but I 
saw that Frazer would rather have Ghunned it; he held out 
his in the most proud dlfdainiol uay, while I with grcAt 
bluntnesB took hold of it, and gave it a hearty squeeze and a 
shake- " Captab, man," says I— and I fear the l«u- was 
standing in my eye—" Ca^itain, mau, I tittle thought it 
would ever came to this with us !" " You did not, djd youf" 
replied he ; " and fat te deol did you pe taking her to pe i" 
and with that he flung my, hand from him. 

" Well, well, captain, here's for you, then," says I, draw- 
ing out my sword and brandishing it in the air. "Pooh, pooh! 
te deol, tamnation, and haill !" qaculated he; and, turning 
away his face, twisting his nose as if something had o£- 
ftnded it, he drew out his aword, and, stretching out his arm, 
put its edge ta mine, with such marks of disdain as never were 
before witnessed by any living creature. I struck with all^ny 
might, thinking to hit him a dreadful emash on the head or 
shoulder, and cleave him to the teeth, if not to the heart; 
but he warded the blow with the greatest indifference, and ab- 
tacked me in return. I had now to defend myself with my 
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X ; whidi I ^ mstiscttnly, b; keeping ajr 
am at fuU stntch, croMug ixf «word before me, and tnaking: 
itplyupanddoiniwithtbefwiftniiMotligfatnu^r; andamost 
cciedlatt mode of defence It u— <Mie th&t I wouM recommenA 
to &ny man placed in meh cuciuoctancM ag I then wag. So 
^isctiul did it prore, that Frawr, vrith all his idence, could 
not tauch me. He still ft^owed up fab adyaatafe, and press- 
ed hard tjpoB jne, as lie veil mi^t, for 1 had now no leisure 
agwn tortrilceat him, ItraiHi»tra>uoudyiiitentonddb>ding 
mjttit, and had so mudi ado with it. He came chwer and 
cloaer on me ; and in the meantime I fied backwards, back- 
wank, till at length one «f my heels cmnin^ in contact with 
thestOD^tof atiee, 1 fell flat on my back. He rushed toward 
to disarm me; but, in my trepidation and conAisioo, I had no 
idea of any thing exo^ reustaace, and even in that awkward - 
pORtJon I struck at him t^nin. It seemii that a Highlandiuan 
does not kqow m well how to ward a stroke that comes up- 
wards on him, as one that comes down, for with that stroke t 
wounded faim both in the bdly and the wrist. Thia so iDc«n«- 
ed the ragamuffin, that, pladng his one foot on my aword ana, 
near the shoulder, and the other on mybdly, he put hig sword't 
p^t to my mouth. I rtnred out ; but the saTsge that instant 
stntck me in at ^ mouth, and pinned my head to the ground. 
I had never fou^t since I was at the school, and wrought 
mevely as it were by raudran, or rather instinct- I had no 
coAc^tion lenuuning with me, but the boyi^ one of retalia* 
tioa as long as that was in my power; so makiBg a desperate 
effort, with a bidf-arm stab I wounded him in behind, sticking 
my sword directly in a part of his body which I do not choo^ 
to name. - This made htm spring forward and fall ; and the 
whole of this catastrophe, from the time that I fell on iny hack, 
was transacted in two seconds, and before our friends had time 
to interftre; indeed I am never sure to this day but that they 
both viewed it as a piece of excellent sport- However, they 
C2 
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now laid hold of on, and raised lu up. I was cbdked wiA 
blood, but did not feel very much pun. All that I porticn- 
liirly remember was, that I was very uigT7 with Frazer, and 
wanted to g«t at him to kill him; and instead of being 
afraid of him, I would then bare given all that I had in the 
world to have had the chance of fighting him vrith piaMls. 
He was as much incensed ; for, wben Dow supported me away 
towards the river, he was lying groaning, and nrearing in 
broken English — " Cot's heverlasting laiant" I heard bin 
lay, " tat die shoutt pe mhortally killed py such a aliaveB of 
a lowlands bhaist! such a treg of te chenei«tions of mans! 
phoor mhiserable crheature ! tat she should pe putting her 
pike into te pehindaof.te shentlemans! hoh, hob I pooh, pool^ 
pooh I" 

Thu« was no surgeon, in the village rave a iarrier, that bled 
American horses, men, and women, altemately, as occanos 
required, and he being first engagM by my adversary, there 
was 1)0 one to dress my wound, but Mr Dow and the aiifor>- 
tunate Clifford, who, poor soul, when she saw me all bathed In 
blood, and learDed what had been the cause (^ it, burst into 
tears, and wept till I thought her heart would break. One 
of my jaW'teeth was broken out ; but otherwise the wound 
turned out to be of little_,consequence, the sword having gone 
merely through my cheek in a fJanting direction, and out be- 
low the lap of the ear. It ificommoded me very little; Imtit 
was otherwise with poor Colin Frazer, who was pronounced 
by all that saw him to be mortally wounded, though he him- 
self affected to hold it light. 

The other body of recraits and the ba^7tge-cart« at length 
arriving, we continued our march, Frazer causing himself to 
be carried in a litter at the head of the troop, until we arrir- 
ed at Quebec. Here he had the advice of regular lui^eons, 
who advised him not to proceed ; but no cogniaance was taken 
of the affair, ferther than the examination of witnesses, whoK 



BABIL LBB. ~ 81 

jcpoaltioni verc taken dowB and ug^ed. The head-qukrten <£ 
the regiment whidi we were destined to join lying ettll a great 
way up tjie conntryi at a place called St Maurice, the com- 
mand of the body of recruits derolved on me^ The men 'that 
joined us last, at the rillage of Fort Salmcm, were mostly Irish- 
men, and comioanded by a rery young man, named Enugn 
Odogberty. He was a youth according to my own heart, full 
of frdic and good humour; drank, rang, and lied without 
end ; aod I never wa« m much amused by any humtyi bong. 
The other Irishman, Macrea, remiuned at Quebec ; hut Dow 
still went oa with as. 1 found he meant to join the army ai ' 
a gentleman volunteer. 

One night, when we were enjoying ourselves over a g^ess 
at a petty village, Dow chanced to mentim my duel. I re- 
quested him not to proceed With the subject, for it was one 
that I did not wish ever to hear mentioned again as long as I 
lived. Odogberty, however, baring merely learned that such 
an event had occurred, without hearing any of the particu- 
lar!, insiated on hearing them from end to end ; and Dow, 
nothing reluctant, recited them with the most minute puno- 
tuality. Odogherty'g eyes gleamed with delight ; and when 
the other came to the conclusion, he rose in silence, holdii^ 
his rides, and keeping in his breath till he reached a little 
flock-bed, where, throwing himself down, he continued in a 
roar of laughter for a quarter of an hour, save that he somn- 
times lay quiet for about the ^Htce of a minute to gather his 
breath. 

When he bod again composed himself, a long sUente en- 
ined. After a storm comes a calm, they eay; but it is as 
true, that after a calm comes a storm. Little did I ween 
whi^t a storm this calm was brewing for me ; but found it 
toon to my esperience. 

" Now, my dear friend," sdd Dow, " that you are past any 
danger frtnn your wound, and I hope from all ill consequencei 
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of thk KHi^ aad disiigTeeible aSw, prvf, ma^ I wk if fm 
Imow who tbis young lady is, w of wfa>t extnuitioti w rttpe^ 
UfaUity she ii of, for whom you have Tcntnnd your life uid 
honour, and whom you have thu« attached to yeurtelf ?" 

" I know that Tcry well," replied I. " My Cliffiwd ii a 
young lady of as iofti retpectaUlity a* any in the shire of In- 
veniew, though ber fiuher is not rich ; but that is a OMnmon 
oocumnce with Highland gentletoee, especially those that 
are fcneioua &nd beat beloved ; besides, die is one at a numer- 
ous family, and named after an £ngli«h countess, who is her 
godmother. Her fiither ii Neil Mackay, Esq. of the town of 
Inverness ; and she hat a brother in Upper Canada, who hntda 
die h!g:hest commission but one under government in all that 
oQuntry. It is to faim t^t I am conducting' htr, aad I ito^ 
to do it in safety." 

" Not with safety to yourself, I should think," rq«ned be. 
" You should fluely, my dear ur, re.K»tiMder this matter, dte 
you will cartunly have more duels to fight than one. Do 
you ooncdre it sudi a light thing to seduce a young lady of 
quality P Or how could yon set up your boe to ber Ittotber, 
a man of such rank, after the way that you hare publicly 
lived with his sister?" 

Never had such an idea as this entered my bead ; the tbitig 
most apparent, one would think, of any in the world. But, 
as I said beferc^ I nerer durst trust myself to reflect on the 
coDsequencM o( this amour ; these had aJf to come on me iu 
course. I could not answer Mr Dow a word, but sat gaping, 
and staring him in the foee, for a good while. At length I 
exclaimed, -mlh a deep dgh, " What the devil shafl I do f" 

" Why," said Odogberty, " I think the way that you 
should take is pls^ enough behind you, to ItxA forward I 
mean. The young creature is ruined to all purposes and in- 
tents, and will never be a woman of credit at all at all, unless 
you many her. On my couscdence I would marry her this 
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instant; that I would; and make ha an honest woman to 
hcTielf." 

I looked at Dow, but he remained silent. I then taid, that 
I thought our young friend's advice had a great deal of reason 
in it, and lo marry her was the best way, if not the only thi^ 
I could do. Dow said, that at all events I might ask her, and 
bear what she said, and we would then consult what was beat 
to be done afterwards. 

I potted away into the little miaerable room where ahe sat, 
resolved to marry her that night or next moroiog. I found 
her sitting barefooted, and without ber gnwn, which she wa* 
husily employed in meoding. " My dear Clifford," said I, 
" why patch up that tawdry gown ? If your mon^ is run 
short, why not apply to me for some wherewith to. r^lace 
theu clothes that are weariag out i You know my purse it 
always at yoiy service." She tiianked me in the most affec- 
tionate terms, and said, that she feared she would be oUiged 
to apply to me by and by ; but as yet she had no need of any 
EU|^ly, my kindness and attention to her haviog aupeneded 
any ludt necessity. 

. " I am come, my dear young friend," said I, " at this mo- 
ment, on an errand the most kind and honourable to you. 
We are now entering on the territory in which your relatioa 
holda a high command, and it is necessary, before we come to 
ha presence or even into the country over which he holds 
control, both for your h<HUHU' and niy own safety and ad- 
vaacement, that we be jtaaed in the bands c^ wedlock. 1 
therefore propose, that w«be married instantly, either to-night 
or to-morrow momiag." 

" You wUl surely, at all events, ask my consent before you 
put your scheme in practice," returned she. 

" Yes, UMtt certainly," said 1 ; " but after what has past 
between us, I can hare no doubt of the affsctioiu and coascnt 
o( my lorely Clifford," 
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" You will however find youndf widely miitaken," replied 
she. 

" If it pouiUe r tM I ; " ii it in oatnre or reuon, that 
u ciiCiuiMtaiices now stsad with us, you can refuse to give 
me your hand in marriRge? Doe* my adond Cliflbrd, ixr 
wbom I have risked ray life, my honour, my all, then itot 
love me ?" - 

" God knows whether I love you or not !" exclumed she ; 
'* I think of that you can have little doubt. But as to marry- 
ing you, that is a different matter ; and I attest to you once 
tar all, that uotlibK in the WMld shall ever ioduoe me to com- 
ply with that." 

" And is this indeed my answer f" stud I. 

" It is," sud the; " and the only one you shall ever get 
from me to that question. I therefore request you never agtxa 



I went back Va my two companions, hanging ray head, and 
taU them the success of my message ; but neither of them 
would bdieve me. I then returned to Clifford, and taking 
her by the hand, led her into the room beside them, barefooted 
ud half-dressed as she was ; and pladng her on the wicker 
diair at the nde <f tbe fire, I stood up at her nde in a bowing 
posture, and expressed myself as follows : 

" Hy beloved, beantifii), and adoraUe Clifford ; ever nnce 
we two met, you have been all to me that I could desire, kind, 
aftctionate, uid true. I have consulted ray two friends, and 
be&a« them, as witnesses of my rincerity, I proffer you my hand 
in wedlock, and to make you mine forever. And here, upon 
my knees, I beg and implore that you will not rqect my suit." 

" Disc up, and behave like yourself," said she, with a de- 
meanour I never before saw her assume; " you do not know 
what you adc Onoe for all, before these gentlemen, as wit- 
nesses of ny sincerity, I hereby declare that no power on earth 
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■hall either induoe or compel me to accept of your propotal ; 
andj as I trdd you Wore, that ia the only aoiwo' yoa ihall 
ever get from me. Suffer me therefore to dq»rt." And with 
that she luutened out of the room. 

" By St Patrick !" cried Odogherty, " the girl l»s gone 
out of her setttes, to be sura she ha*. On my crascieitce I if 
ahe has not dropt the reuoning faculty, the has picked np a 
VOTse, aod by the poWen I I will prove it, that I will." 

" On my sonl, I beliere the creature hag some faonoor after 
all !" exclaimed Daw, leaning his brow apon his hand. 

" What do you mean, sir, by sudi an expression i" said I ; 
" Whom do you term, creature ; Or whose honour do ymi call 
in queatifHi?'' 
" Hmb !" «aid he; " no foolish heat. I beg your pardon. 
I am sure you cannot snppote that I mean to give yon any 
offence. In the next place, I must infmin you, that Ihii 
lorely and adwaUe lady of quality, for whom you hare veit< 
tured your life, and whom you have just now, on your knees, 
in rain implored to hcoxae yonr wil^ ia jiriAer len nor nKve 
than a. common etreet-walking girl fi«m the town of Inremcsi.'' 

My head «ank down, till my &ce was below the levd of the 
lamp, BO as to be shaded in darkness. I tnt my lip, and wrote 
upon the table with my finger. 

" It it indeed true," aaid he; " I know ah about it, and 
knew t*om die bq^nning ; but I dnist not inAnm you at that 
time, for fear of your honour as a soldier, whidi I saw stood 
in great jeopardy. Her father, indeed, is a Nui Mackay of 
the city of Inremew ; but, instead of bong a gendeman, he it 
a iifean wretdied cooper, a poor tip|ding inugnificant being, 
who caree neither for himself nor his ofl^ring. Her mother 
waa indeed a woman of some character, but she, dying of a 
broken heart long ago, poor Cliffin^ was thrown <m the wide 
world while yet a diild, and seduced from the path of recti- 
tude before she reached her fifteenth year. Lieutenant Ooliu 
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Frazer, your friend, being at iDTemesa on the recrDidng aeri 
vice, chanced to fall in with her ; and seeing' her so beautiful 
and elegant of form, and beudes poMewed of some natural 
good qualitia, he decked her out like a lady in the robe* in 
which you firat saw her, and Invugbt her with him ae a toy, 
wlierewith to amuse himaelf in hU long journey." 

I could not lift up my fiice, for I found that it burnt to the 
bone ; but there I sat, hanging my head, and writing on the 
table with my finger. Odc^herty had by this time betaken 
bimself to bis old wnusement, of lying on the flod^-bed, and 
holding his tides in a conrulmon of laughter. Dow seemed 
half to enjoy the joke, and half to pity me. So, thinking tlie 
best thing I could do was to take myself off, I ran aw&y to 
my bed without opening my lips. 

Poor Clifford bathed and dreued ihy wound as usual, bat 
we exchanged not a word all the while. She imagined, that 
I was very angry and sullen, because I could not get her for 
my wife, and that I took it heinously Bmias ; and when she 
had done dressing my cheek she impressed a kiss upon it, and 
J felt (me or two warm tears drop on my face very near my 
own eye. Duped as I was, [ found my heart melted within 
me, with some feelings about it that whispered to me, de must 
be forgiven. If ever I had merit in any thing that I did ia 
my life] it was in my tenderness to this poor unfortunate giri. 
I could not fin' the soul of me that night have roenUmted 
Neil Mackay, Esq. of the city of Inverness, nor yet hig excel- 
lency the deputy-governor of Upper Canada. I declare, that 
I nerer more mentioned the names of these two august per- 
son^ies in her hearing. I deemed that she had thrown fier- 
self entirely at my mercy, and I thought it was cruel to abuse 
my power. 

Neverthelees, I spent a very restless night. If I recollect 
lightly, I never dosed an eye, so dissatisfied was 1 with my 
conduct. Here waa I come out a desperate adventurer, going 
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to join a gaUant regiment commanded by a brave and reput- 
able <^cer, witb pay that woold barely keep me from ■tarr- 
ing', yet I behoTcd to make my appearance at bead quarteri 
with a fine lady in my keeping, and that same fine lady a 
common town-|vl> pcked up on tha streets of Inremesit, tht 
daughter of a Bcandalous drunken cooper. My blood being 
■0 heated, and my nervea irritated by the brandy I had drunk 
the night before, that I felt rery much inclined to hang my- 
self up by the neck. In this feverish and disgraced state, I 
formed the rewhition, be&re day, of deserting over to the Ame- 
ricans ; but as I could not think of leaving the forlorn CtilFord 
behind me, I di«cki«ed to ber my whole design. She tried to 
dianiade me, but I remmned obstinate, till at len^h ehe flatly 
tdd me that she would not accompany me, nor any man, in 
10 dishonourable and disgraceftil an enterprise ; and that if I 
persisted in going awsy, the would instantly give intelligence 
of my flight, and have me retaken and punished. 

" You ungrateful wretch I" said I ; "Do you know what 
you are saying p Dare you take it upon you to dictate to me, 
and hdd me under control as if I were a child ?" 

" No," replied. she; " I never dictate to you; but I see 
you are dissatisfied with something, and unwell ; and were you 
to take thb rash step, I know you would repent it as long as 
you lived. I am not so ^ enslaved to you but that I stiU 
remain the mistress of my own will ; and I shall never assent 
.to any measure so fraught with danger as well as disgrace." 

I was going to be exceedingly angry, and mention the cooper 
and the deputy-governor to her, and I do not know what all; 
but she, dreading that some violent outbreak was forthcoming, 
stopped me short by a proposal, that I would at least take 
eight and forty hours to consider of it ; and if I remained of 
the same mind then, «be would not only accompany me, bat 
devise some means of escape s^er than could be decided on all 
at once. I felt extremely mortified, at being thus outdone, both 
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in reason and honour, by a wench j howecer, I conld not 
refuse my acquiescence in this M^nie; and I cnnfem, I am 
awttre, that to this poor girl I owed at that time my escape 
Irom utter infamy, and perhaps a disgraceful end. 
' On reaching St Manrice, we were all joined to Genend 
Frazer's regiment, sare seventeen men, who were sent with 
Mr Dow to supply a deficiency in a company of Cdond St 
Leer's regiment; and the very day after our arrival, we set 
out on a forced mard) to oppose the Americans that were e^ 
proaching to Montred. Here I wa» obliged to leare Clifiord 
behind, who, with other retainers of the camp, a mudi more 
motley train than I had any notion of, were to come up after- 
warda with the baggage. Before taking my leave of her, I 
gave her a new gray frocli trimmed with bhie ribbons, hand- 
some laced boots, a bonnet and veil, and was nut a little pnmd 
to see how well she became them, and that there was iu fact 
no lady either in the camp or country that hxdted half eobeaa- 
tiful. Every officer who chanced to pass by her was sure to 
turn and look after her, and many stood still and gszed at her 
in astonishment- There is something in the face of a real 
Highland lady, more majestic and dignified than that in any 
other of the inhabitants of the British islands ; and this poor 
unfortunate girl possessed it in a very eminent degree. No 
one could see her without thinking that nature had meant 
her to occupy some other sphere than the mean one in which 
she now moved. 

I do not, as ( said before, intend to describe this campaign ; 
for I hate the very thoughts of it ; but I cannot resist giving 
here an account of the first action that I was in. It took 
place at the foot of Lake Champlain, immediately above Fort 
St John. The Americans were encamped in some force on 
the height of a narrow fortified ridge of hills, from which it was 
necessary to displace them. We marched out to the attack 
early on a morning. The air was calm and itUl. Ingoingupthe 
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■luitiag' ground, our oommaiider wisely led tu by a rout which 
was c«Bplet«ly sheltered by a ming etniuence hota the efiecb 
nS thor caim9a. I eoau percei?ed that, on reaching the sum* 
mjt of this ridge, we would be exposed to a fire which, I had no 
doabt, would kill lu every man, while our enemies miglit fire 
in safety &om behind their trendies. What would I have 
given to have been on some other Bervice ; or, by some meaiu, 
have avoided going np that hill ! I am aot sure but that 1 
looked for some opportunity of skulking, but I looked in vain; 
and it was not even possible for me to tall down among the 
dead, for as yet no one had bllen. I was in the front rank on 
the left wing, and very near the outermost comer. Just be- 
fi)re we came to the verge of the ridge, I looked on each side 
to see how my comrades looked, and how they seemed affect- 
ed. I thought they were all, to a man, terribly affrighted, and 
expeMed a clean chase down the hill. As soon as we set our 
heads over the verge, we began a sharp fire, which was returned 
by a destructive one from tbeii works, and our men fell thick. 
The two next men to me, on my right hand, both fell at the 
«aine time, and I made ready for flight. A bullet struck up 
a divot of earth exactly between my feet. I gave a great 
jump in the air, aad e8cat)ed unhurt " The devil's in the 
men I" Uiought I, " are they not going to run yet r" The 
Kvene was the case ; fqr the word quid march being given, 
we nubed ra^dly fiwward into a kind of level ground be- 
tween two ridgei. Here we halted, still keeping up a brisk 
fire, and I scarcely saw one of our men fall- It was the beet 
conducted mancmvre of any I ever saw ; but this I discovered 
from after-courMsatirai and reflection, for at that time I had 
not the least knowledge of what I was doing. We were by 
this time completely covered with Sfooke, and being hurried 
ftova the ridge into the hollow,, the shot of the Americans now 
past cleanly and innocently over our heads, while at the same 
tine we could still permve them bustling on the verge be- 
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tween iu and tlie «ky; and I beliere our shot took effect in no 
ordinary degree. Their fire then begui to slackei], for they 
had tEtken elielter behind their trencha. We now received 
orders to acale the last steep, -aad force their trenches at the 
pcnnt of tlie bayonet. We had a company of pikemen on 
each flank,. but no Iiorse, and the Americans had a small 
body of hone, about uxty on each wing;. As we went up 
the hill, I heard an old grim sei^;eaDt, wbo was near me, say- 
ing, " This is utter madnestl we are all wJd to a man." 
The murmur lan along, " We are told— we are sold ; — to a 
certainty we are sold •' and my ears caught the sound.— For 
my part, I knew little either of selling or buying, except 
wliat I had seen in the market at Kelso ; but I said aloud, 
" I think there can be little doubt of that;"" — a ibameful 
thing for an officer to say ! Then, looking round, I made as 
though I would turn again — No, devil a man of them would 
take the hint — but rather went the isster; and the old bnrly 
ill-natured sei^jvant, tbough assured that he was sold to de- 
■truction, and puffing and groaning with ill-humour on that 
account, hurried on faster than any of the rest. 

The centre and right wing were engaged before us, and a 
terrible turmoil there seemed to be ; but I did not see what 
was going on, till the Yankee horse, in a moment, came and 
attacked our flank. We had been firing off' at the right ; bat 
I beliere, they never got a shot of our fire until they were 
among tu, threshing with their sahrea. One tremendous fel- 
low came fiill drive upon me. Not knowing in the least 
what I was doing, and chancing to have a holdof my flag-staff 
with both my bands, I struck at him with my colours, which, 
fl^iping round the honeys head, blmdfolded him. At the 
ttune moment the caralier struck at me ; but, by good ludb, 
hit the flBg-staff, which he cut in two not a foot from my 
hand, and I ran for it, leaving my ooloun either abbut hit 
ligne's head ot feet. I did not stay to examine whidi ; hat. 
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owing to the pUcn and bayowu of our men, I could only iy a 
reiy Bfawt wsy. Whm the old cnuiy 8eig«ant aaw tlie coloars 
dcnrn uid abuidiHied, he dwbed forvaid with a. terrible oath, 
and aasiA then), bnt was hinieelf cut down that moment. The 
dragnm'B hone, Ibat left tlu mdie anid came upon me, had 
been shot. I deemed that lie hadoome m desperate valonx to 
Boze my standard, whsKU bu boise was ruDoiug with him in 
die agonies of deatb, not knowing where he was going. There 
i« KHoethittg here that I do not perfectly recollect, else, I de< 
dare, I would set it down. I hare forgot whether my joints 
fikiled me, and I M in consequeace ; or trbether I threw my- 
•df down out of desperation ; or If I was ridden down by the 
wounded horse; hut the first thing I recollect was lying be- 
neath the dying horse, face to face with tbe dragoon, that cut 
my flag-staff in two, who was himself entangled in the same, 
manner. Our troops had given way for a little, for the small 
troop of b(a«e rode by us, over us they could not get, for the 
horse that was lying bickiDg with its four feet upmost. I 
tfaougjit I was in a wofiil scrape, and roared out for as^etance ; 
but no one regarded me, save the Yankee dragoon, who d— d 
me for a brosey-mou'd beast. I liked Lis company very ill, for 
I knew that he would stick me the moment he could extricate 
himself; and, beingfairly desperate, I seized the sergeant's pike 
or halbert, that lay along side of me, and struck it into the 
horse's shoulder. The animal waa'not so far gone but he felt 
the wound, and making a flounce about, as if attempting to 
rise, I at that moment got clear' of him. The dragoon had very.- 
near got free likewise ; hut, luckily for me, his foot was filed 
in tbe stirrup beneath the horse, and with all bis exertions be 
ctnild not get it out. Hgwerer, he laid bold of me, and tried 
to keep me down ; hut i sdzed hold of the sei^ieant's halbert 
again, pulled it out of the horse's shoulder, and stabbed the 
Yaaltee through the heart. The Mood ^rung out upon me, 
from head to foot— Mi eyes turned round, and his countenance 
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altered. At that moment I beard a loud roke, aa at my ear^ 
cry out, " The colotin ! the ctdonn ) Mcure the coloun ! Tfaia 
wu the Toice of an Americaii <Acer j but I thought it waa 
MHne of our people calling to me to Ining Bij coloun al<M)g 
with me, vbicii f did inrtinctireljr, and without the mort di^ 
taut idea of valour or hennmi in my mind. At that monieiit 
I cared not a pin for the coloun, for, being quite nw to wldier- 
ibip, I did not Me the uk of tbem, and I bad not the least 
conceptioii of what moment it could be to an army to have ao 
many flariog clouta flappiiig in the air above them. 

Tbit onset of the Yankee bone was merelya da«h to throw 
our lines into confuuon ; for they were now tcouring away, 
fighting as they went, toward the centre, and I joined our linea 
again, that were adrancing rapidly, without any intemiptaaa. 
I had my demolished flag in one hand, the dead tergeant^ 
long halbert in the other, and bathed with the blood of man 
and horse over my whole body. An old Englisfa officer came 
runntDg to meet me: "Well done, young Scot,*' cried he, 
aitd shook me by the hand : " by G— , Sir, I ray, well done I 
you have behaved like a hero V " The devil I have," thwght 
I to myself, and staring the old veteran in the face, I saw he 
' was quite serious. " If that is the case," thought I, " it ii 
more than I knew, or had any intention of;" for I was quite 
delirious, and knew not what I wu about ; and, I remember 
that, on the very evening of that day, tlie transactions of the 
tnoming remained with me only as a dream half recollected. 
The old man's words raised my madnen to the highest pitch. 
I swore dreadfullyat tbe Yankees— threw down my colours, and 
began to strip off my coat, the lint thing that a countryman of 
Scotland always does when lie is gmng to fight with any of his 
neighboure. " Ko, no," aud the old Lieutenant, " you muit 
not quit your colours after fighting h> hardly for them ; you 
must not throw them away because they have lost tbe pole." 
He then took the coloun, and giving them a hasty roll 
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up, ttxtd diem io my sboulder behind, between my coat and 
diirt, wbere they stnck like a lai^ furled umbrella. Having 
now both my banda at liberty, I seised the long bloody halbert 
DDce more, and with my eyes gleaming madness and rage, and, 
a* I wa« told, with my teeth clenched^ and grinning like a 
mad dog, I nuhed on in the fmat of the line to the combat 
In a mranent we had crossed bayonets with the enany ; but I 
had qiute tbe advantage of their bayonets with my long pike, 
which was as sharp as a lance, and the best weapon that noce 
that time I hare erer had in my hand. It seems I did most eK< 
c^ent wrrice, and wounded every man that came within my 
read), pricking them always in the fux, about the eyes and 
□ose, wbich they could not stand. Our diriuon was the first 
that altered both the fir«t and second trench; and after 
twelve minutes hard-figltting with swords and bayonets, they 
were drove from ^lem all, and fled. When ODce I got thor 
backs turned towards me, I was more bent on vengeance than 
ever, having learned by experience in my first combat, that 
spitting a man behind was good sure fighting. Many of the 
enemy shared the same fate of Colin Fraeer. 

At the fords of the river Champley, the Americans guning 
the wood, were safe from the pursuit, and a full halt was or- 
dered. No sooner had we formed, than my worthy old &iend, 
tbe English officer, whose oame 1 then learned was Lieutenant 
George Willowby, came, and taking me by the hand, he led 
me up to the general, precisely as I was io the battle, with tay^ 
cotoun &st«ied most awkwardly io my clothes, my long hal- 
bert in my hand, and literally covered with blood. " My 
honoured general," sud he, " suffer me to present to you this 
yoang Scotch borderer, who has newly joined the regiment, and 
who hath performed such deeds of valour this day as I neVer 
witnessed. I saw him, your honour, with my own eyes, when 
^e American cavalry turned our flank, in the very rear of 



4» WINTER EVENING TALES. 

tfanr army, down unong his enemies fighting for hia colourBi 
ud stabbing men and horee alternately like co many fiah. 
And, " do ymi see," continued he, pulling them out of my 
back, " be t»%ught tbem safely off, atW the staff was cut in 
two by tlie Btrokeof a sabre. .4nd having them fixed in this 
manner, as your honour seea, he has led tMi the lines throuf^ 
the heat of tbe engagement, and actually t^teaed the enemy's 
raakfi again and again by the force of his own arm." 

The general took me by the hand, and said he was proud 
to hear euch a character of his own countryman— rthat he 
knew a Scot would always staod his own ground in any quarter 
of tiie world, if he got fair play — that he did see the division, 
in which I was situated, the foremost in breaking in upon both 
lines, which it appeared had been solely owing to my gallant 
behaviour. He condudetl by assuring me, that such intre. 
pidity and heroic behaviour should not, and would not, go 
unrewarded. That same night, Odogherty, who cared not 
a fig for lying, took care to spread it through all the mess, 
and the army to boot, " that, on- my first landing in America, 
I had been challenged to single combat by a tremendous High- 
lander, the first BwM'dsman in Britain, because I had chanced 
to kiss his sister, or used some little innocent familiarities with 
her; that I had accepted the challenge, met him, and iairly 
overcome him ; and after running him twice through the 
body, had made him confess that he was quite satisfied, while 
I, as they saw, had only received a litight cut on the cheek." 

I was regarded all at once as a prodigy of valour— rand never 
were any honours less deserved. I believe 1 did fight most 
furioudy after I went fairly mad, and had lost all s^ae of fear; 
but I was merely plying and exerting mysdf, as a man does 
who has taken work by the piece, and toils to get through 
with it. I had some confused notion that these Americans 
were all to kill, and the sooner we could get that done the 



BASIL LEB. 45 

better ; and, beaidea, I wat in great vrath at them, I luppose, 
fiir wanting to kill me. 

This acquirition of honoura gave a new turn to my charac- 
ter again. I determined to support it witfa my life, and wa* 
engaged early and late in perfecting myaelf in all warlike ex- 
erdse*. I was giFen to understand, that I would be raised to 
the rank of lieutenant in the course of three weeks, and had 
little doubt of being soon at the bead of the British forces. 
There was one principal resdntion that I formed in my own 
mind on this my sudden deration. It was the generous one 
of parting with Clifford Mackay. I thought it was base that 
there was no one to enjoy the emoluments and pride of my 
glowing rank, but the daug;hter of a d^picable Highland 
cooper — a wench brought up among girds and eharings, or per- 
haps in a herring barrel. The thing was quite incongruous, 
and would never do ! so I began to cast about for a lady oi 
gnat riches and rank, and made many knowing inquiries, but 
could not hear of any that was grand enough in all America. 
Odogherty thought propo* to. take advantage of this rain pre- 
sumption, and brought me into some rile scrapes. In the 
mean time, I Iwged exceedingly for the arrival of Clifford, 
from whom I had now been a long time separated ; but it 
was principally that I might tell her my mind, and put her 
upon some plan of proriding for herself. The baggage and 
ladies at length arrived at Montreal, escorted by Major Eer, 
and three companies of dragoons. The a&ixn went down by 
lot to see tbeir friends, and my turn came the last of any. I 
was rejoiced to find that our general himself, and the greater 
part of our officers, had acquMntaDces that stood iu the same 
relation with them as Clifford did to me ; ■ and not a little 
proud to see them all outdone by her in beauty. It was ra- 
ther a hard matter to part with so much beauty, sweetness 
•ndaAabtlity; but, oonrideriDg the great figure that I va* to 
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cut in Ufe, it was absolutely necemaj ; to, just before we part- 
ed. I made up my mind to the task. 

" Clifford," said I, with a most eerioug and important 
hce, " I have a proposal to make to you, which I like rery 
ill to make ; but both ibr your sake and my own, I am oUig- 
ed to do it." 

" I am in the very same predicamuit with regard to you," 
r^ied the j "I had a proposal to make, which has been at 
the root of my tongue for these twelve hours, and could never 
find its way out ; for there was something: below it that always 
drew it back. But now that you have tDentioned proposals, 
I find it is at liberty. Suffer me therefore to make my 
proposal first, and do you make yours afterwards. You 
must know then, that there is scarce on officer in your reg>< 
ment who has not tried to seduce my affections from you, and 
«mne of them hare made me very tempting offers. I have 
made a resolution, however, never to l>e either a mistress or 
wife to any (me in the same regiment with you, and under 
your ^e ; but Major Ker of the dragoons has made me an 
offer, that will plaee me in affluence all the rest of my life. I 
am afiwd that you will weary of me, for I will become l>ur- 
denaome and expenuve to you, and your pay is small ; and 
therefore I would not give him any answer, until I aaked at 
you whether I should suffer myself to be seduced by him or 
not." 

1 was thunderstruck with astonishment at the simplicity 
and candour manifested in this proposal, and stood gaping and 
staring at her a good while without having a word to answer. 
There is a great difference in giving up an olqect voluntarily, 
and having it wrested from you. " I am very much obliged, 
in faith," said I, " to M^or Ker of the dragoons, as well as 
toy brother officers t confound them for a set of dishonourable 
Jknares 1 There is one, I am sure, that would pot yield to be 
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^[mlty of Boch a diureditable act, my iHend and companion, 
£iuigTi Odogfaertf." 

"Blesa your simple heart," raid she; "Ensign Odi^lier- 
ty was ^ very fint man among them who made the proposal, 
and what I refused to his blarney he vai like to hare taken 
by force. He is a perfect deril incaniate, that Odo^herty." 
" The young Irish d(^ !" exclaimed I, " I'll cut his throat 
for him." 

" If you voold prenune to cut the throat* of all who oSend 
in that particular," replied she, " you juay exerdse your 
•kill on erery t^cer in the army. I never yet knew an 
officer in the Britieh army, neither old nor young, asd I am 
■orry that I speak from experience, who would not seduce 
his friend's mistress, or even his wife or sister, if he fiiund it 
coDTenient." 

" It is an abominable system !" exclaimed I, " and onght 
to be rqjrehended. I would not seduce the wife, or sistei^ <x 

mistress of a Mend, for " 

" Hush y said she, laying her hand upon my mouth ; " you 
m^ht have left out the last. And do yon erer, in the pnnniit 
oTyoar pleasures, consider, that among all our sex, who is f^e 
that is not wife, sister, or daughter to somebody ? But this is 
wide of the sul:^ect (^ my proposal, which you have not an- 
swered." 

" Are you tired of me, my dearest Clifford t" said I, " and 
would you wiiih to leave me for another ? If so, I scorn 
to retain you by force. But you may well know that I would 
nithA- give up all the world than part with you. And as 
to wealth, take no thought of that, for I have large funds that 
I brought, from home, which I hare as yet scarcely touched ; 
and moreorer, I am already promoted to the rank of lienten' 
ant, and expect to be a captain in a very short time. But, if 
you should leave me, what would all these additions of wealth 
avail me i" 
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So much are we the diildren nf caprice, I hxre (Am beeM 
ashamed on looking bock to my actiona, to aee in trhat man- 
ner I hare been swayed by the meanest <^ a]l motives. Every 
thing wia soon made up betveen ClidS)rd and me, and she on- 
tinued living ander my protection for three succeeding years. 
I never found it convenient to get a very rich wife, aae prac- 
ticable to rise any higher in the army than a poor lieutenant. 
Indeed, there was an incident occurred, that had very nearly 
been the catue of my being reduced to the ranks. 

Our army was a most licentious one ; the men were ln«re, 
but they had-no other good quality, and gaming prevailed to 
a degree among the officers that can scarce be credited. No 
<^^)ortunity of intriguing with the ladies o( the country was 
let slip ; and though we were c^n almost starved to death 
for want of meat, we were generally drunk once in the twen- 
ty-four hours, often for a considerable portion of that time at 
once, hftveover, all of them had th«r mistresses, either hang' 
ing about the camp, or at no great distance fi'om it ; and, 
for the whole of the two last winters that I remained there, 
our head-quarters presented the most motley scene that can 
be conceived of dissolutenexs and meagre want. We depend- 
ed mostly on the supplies sent from England tar our susten- 
ance ; but these became more and more uncertiun ; and, 
thmig^ 1 valued myself on bang able to bear these privations 
better than my aoociates, I often suffered so much from hun- 
ger, that I nevra- saw meat hut I coveted and took it, if I 
could conveniently come by it. 

The officers oftnir rc^;inient were invited to dine with a gen- 
tleman, of great riches and high reqiectability, in the district of 
New York, not far from the place where we were then stationed. 
The entertainment was el^iant and expenuve, and we drank 
with great liberality. Gambling commenced, ^d was carried 
on, with much ni^se and little regularity, till after midnight. 
All the while there was a long table stood behind covered with 
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naiiidi, at which every m&n helped himuilf as he pleaged. At 
length we all went off, « little beftffe day, in a state of h^ifa 
deration. Our path lay. down a narrow vaUey 1^ the ait o( 
the river Tortuae. Odogherty, and a LieuteoaDt Jardine frrai 
ADnandalej were immediately before me, going ttm ia arm, and 
eicesuvely drunk. I kept near them, unpaveired, &r the take 
of getting Bome gport, and soon saw, to my istouistiiiiait, that 
dief made a dead halt. On drawing aeftrer them, I heard 
lliat they were coniulting about the beet meaiu of gel^g 
over tlie river. I was amused beyond measure at thii, and 
could not comprehend the toeauii^ of it, for the path did not 
lead acroN the river, which wAs quite impauaUe on foot The 
moon shcme almoat aa ta^ht a« day, wUIe I Mood at their 
backe, and heard the fdlowing dialogue :— 

OJog. By the powers, and I believe we are come to the end 
t)t our journey before we have got half way, that we have. 

Jar. Od man, my head's no that dear ; but I csoum mind 
o' wading ony water u we came up. I fear wc^re gaae 

OA^. How the devil can that be? Have we not com* 
straight up the path that goes down the side of the river f 
There is no odier road but that ; so we must dther puih ihi 
or turn hack.. 

Jar. By my trouth, man, an' I think we had better torn 
hack as drown oursel'e, an' lippen to the man for quarters. 
He's a caunie discreet man. 

Odog. By my shoul, but I know better than to do any such 
thing. Don't you see that all the rest of the gentlemen hava 
got over ? There are none of them here. 

Jar. It maks an unco rumUing noise, man. What ydll we 
do ^ it t^ UB down > " ■' 

Odog. Why, come up agwn, to be sure. 

Jar. Weel, weel ; gie's your arm. Here's wi' ye, C^itun 
Odt^^ier^— Gin Sandy Jardtne dinua wade aa deejt atony' 
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ch^ in a' .Uriand, dril that he fanf down the guUoti Uke » 

flawy peat. Here'B »i" ye Murter Odog^berty. 

Odog. Dcm't be in inch a huiry, will yon not, till I be ready 
htton you ? — Think you, I irill spoil si) my fine clothei ? 

Jar. Oh, je^n garni to cast iff, an ye? Gude fiuth, San* 
dy Jardine will let hii dae* tak their chuioe, there's mae 
vhar diey cam fiae. 

Odogherty itripped off hit itoi^ingi and shoe*, and tied hii 
budokin breechei around hU ncdi:, and giving hi> arm to hi* 
inebriated compani<m, they set fi)rward with undaunted rei6- 
lutton, either to item the roaring ttream, or to perish in the 
attempt. I had by this time squatted down with my bee to 
the ear^i, and was almost dead with laughing, having diacor- 
ered their grotesque mistake. The moon was fining bright 
<m the road all the way, but at this place a gn>up of tall trees, 
that rose between the padi and the rirer, tbrvw a shadow light 
acmes the road ; and hearing the nuhing sonnd of the river 
behind the trees, they conchided that it was that which inter- 
cepted their way. Indeed I never witnessed a stronger decep- 
tion ; for the beams of the moon, trembling trough the leaves, 
lookeA exactly like the rippling of the stream, Jardine roar- 
ed and laughed, when he found that they were wading through 
a shadow, till he made all the woods ring, but Odoghmty 
wai radier affronted. 

I joined the train i and we went on, lauding and making a 
noise, till we were interrupted by the rest nf the officers all in 
s group. A most disagreeable buBinets had occurred. The 
gentleman with whom we dined had sent two household ser- 
vants on horses by a nearer path, to waylay us, who, address- 
ing themselves to the senior captain, for neither Oeneral Era- 
ser nw our Cdonel were preamt, informed him, that their mas- 
ter had loat a rahudde gdd tnuff-box, set with diammidg, which 
he had been using all mght at the table. The Captain rashly 
desired the men to b^n by searching hinudf, and go on over 
all the company ; and at the same lime swore, that with whom- 
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wever thcbnx vu finud,^ abould nife- die moit cond^B 
punidpieot. 

The March wm gw^; on wben we arriTed, and we were in- 
Btautly nintmitded by tfaoae that had already unden^Dae the 
fiery trial ; iKit when the two AmericanE came to me, I m^ 
fused to be aeanled. The Captam iwore, that whoever nfu»- 
ed to be narched ibould be drummed out of the regiment. I 
mi I would refer that to a court-martial, and not to him'; 
and, at the tame time I iwwe an oath, that I would run the 
first man thrmigh the body who o%red to saae on me, or put 
a hand in my pocketfc — " Seize the dof 1 aeize him, an^ 
down with him ! We know with whom the muff-box ig now,*' 
— bunt fi)rth froiu every mouth. I was fwcUtly aeised and 
diaarmed, but afterwards, ihaluog' mywlf loose, J dealt among 
them Mtme lusty blows, with my fiate, and never perhaps did I 
fight with mora inveterate deaperation. It wai to no.purpoee, 
for I wag pinioned East by munlwn, and searched. Wo be 
wito me I — The grinning Am»icaa took out from one of my 
GGBt pocketa a roasted wild tuikey deprived (^ a wing, and out 
of the other an immense black pudding. I was grierously 
mortified ; and would rather have died on the ipot. 

When they came to search Odogherty, they found him 
bare-footed and baxe-t^ged, and without the imoU dotiu*, 
{at the ladies now with great indelicacy term them) : " How 
doei this come about. Sir }" sud the C^tain ; " vhait i» b»- 
etmt of the rest of your dreiss i" 

" O, plaise your honour I hare lost them." 

" Lost them .' have you lost your clothes off your body? 
Thi thing is impossible." 

" To be sure, and I hare. Look, your honour, here are the 
shoes; and. look you, here are the stjwkiDgs; but the bnicbes, 
I fear, are 4{uite gone." 

" You must have Utkat them oSbxaat purpose or another?" 

"To be Hire, and I did; and<t was for fear (tf wetting them 



W WINTEE EVBNIHO TALES. 

tM ; fiw, your boDoor, they coat roe a pound all to nothiDf, » 
J would not be after, wetliug them, and so I put tliem roand 
my neck, your honour. 

" Ehh^, thu it the moit absurd Rtory I erer heard, and ar- ' 
guea very ihtle in your fiirour. How the devil could you wet 
your clothes, when there ta neidiw rais nor dew ?" 

" Blen your honour ! there is anothw way of wetting 
Imdcheg besides ^1 these, and that ttiere is ; fknd now, when 
I renember, it was to wade the water that I stripped them off, 
and lied them round my neck." , 

" You are either mortal drunk, or in a drtam. Wliat water 
did you cross?" 

" The devil take me away, if I knov what water it was; hot, 
<y my conscience, there was a river running;, roaring;, and tum- 
bling across the step of a road — and so I bnew from the sonad 
that it would be after taking: me up to the middle — and so t 
threw off t»aiches and all, your honour — and so Jardine and I 
waded across — and by the powers tt was no river at all at aO." 

" "nie fellow is trifling widi us I take hia sword from him, 
and take him likewise into custody; and see that diligent 
■earch be made for the part of his clothes, which, it b evident, 
he hath secreted." 

At this time one of the officers, feding sometiring eatang- 
llnp his fset, put down his hand to feel what It was, and 
brmight up the fine buckskin breeches of Odt^herty, all 
trampled and abused. — They were eean:)ied, and in the pock- 
et was found the gentleman's gold snuff-box. The Captain 
and all the officers were highly incensed agMnst Odt^herty 
and me, crying out, that we had disgraced them in the eyes of 
all the country. Odo^erty swore by all the saints in the 
calHidar that he was innocent '; ar that, if he had put up the 
worthy gentleman's box, out of which he had snuffed all the 
evemng, it must have been by a very simple and common mis- 
tdce. "Andjby Jasus!" «aidhe,addnseingthecaptun,"bsd 
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you but pnodaimed Oie matter, and mffend erery msn to 
Mudi hit own pocketH, the gmtlcmaa would hare got hk boZi 
and the honour of the corpo had been |»«iaTcd." 

Erery ime felt that what the Enaign nid wh nundjaiae 
in thia iBBtaqce. Circumstance*, however, were itrongagiinit 
htm ; and a« ta my shameful crime, there was nothii^ .to !)• 
t^ in extenuation of it ; «o, to d^rade ui ai much ac pOMiU^ 
we were hand-cuffed and condacted to the guard-houn. 

We were tried by a court^martiaL I was condemned to 
three montlw unpriaonment, and then to be degraded into the 
rank* ; a roost iniquitooa sentence for such a tririal aSur, but 
the officen were irritated at tne beyond measure. 

They atked me if I had any thing to eay for myself why 
this sentence should not be executed f 

I said that I woidd disdain to say a word, but, if there was 
any honour left among mankind, I should yet be righted. 

I said this merely &oin tbe irritaUon of the moment^ uid 
without any reference to one drcumstance connected with tlie 
affair. It was bowerer a lucky phrase, and made some im- 
pression on my judges at the time, who looked at one another, 
at riubly suspecting there mi^t be some trick. I was ne'rer- 
thelew remanded back to prison. 

OAo^erty was next brought in, and being desired to 
tftalk for himself, that the judges might hear what he had to 
bring forward in his defence, he thus addressed the au- 
dienoe: 

" Plaise your honours, the first thing that I must be af^ 
spaiking about is not of myself at all at alL I have been told 
by the mouths of those that conducted me hither, tCat you 
have been to pais a senteoce, and a hard one cnouj^ too, on 
the other gentleman that was afta* stealing the poodding. It 
is all blarney and absoordity together, and your honours nuut 
call back the words the moment you hare said them ; tor it 
was I that pat the ttooff into his pocket, to be a taugfa upon 
£Z 
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him ; and he u m oDgnilty of tke whole affiur, ai the chM 

thftt u not tAtr being born." 

" Are you poritire of what you ny ?" siud the chief judge. 

" PoiitiTe ? by the ihoul of Saint I^trick and that I am 
too. He had taken a beautiful maid from me that night : he 
had won all my money, and I had cat out of the game i bo to 
amuK ayKlf, and hare some little revenge on liim, I took the 
opportunity, when he wati bu«y at play, to stooff hb pockets 
for him ; and that ii the truth, your honours, to which I am 
ready to make oath, wheneTer, and at often as you hare s 

Now this was all a contrirance of Odogherty'B, but it wa» 
a generous and a good-natured our There was not a word <^ 
it true ; hut this singular youth had the knack of setting off 
a lie better than the plun truth ; and the manner in whicli 
he interested himself in the matter,, and expressed his senti- 
ments of it, ti^ther with what I had said in court, not only 
staggered the judges, hut convinced them that what he had 
stated was the fact. The presiding judge, howeve;, stud to 
bim, " Ensign, when once your own character is cleared, we 
will take your affidavit on 'Om matter. Aft the case now stands, 
you cannot be admitted ai a witnegs in this court." 

Odf^herty's guilt was rery doubtful. It was proved that 
he Itad stripped to wade an imaginary river, and that in the 
frnlicksome mood in which he and his associatee were, it had 
never occurred to his mind to dress himself again, till thejr 
WCTe surrounded by the rest of the officers. There was only 
one thing against bim, and that was the losing of his breechea 
at such a convenient time. But on the other hand, to counter- 
balance this, it so happened, that as soon as the bos was found, 
all fiirther search ceased ; and it was proven, that he who 
had found the svtaU ckahet never had himself been searched, 
•0 that the box was actually not lotind in the possession of 
Odog^erty. After long discussion, a verdict of mol prorett 
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I wrer tarn* to this day, whether he sttiie the box or not. No 
ow cBiUd caloUate on whftt Od<^erty might do either good 

My csM waa again hrought mtder review. The Enngn 
awore ti> all he bad nid. Some doubts arose on the drcum- 
itance of the detmnined restdation 1 bad niMiifwted not to be 
searched. ".O tiem year Itonoun," Miid Odt^erty, " nothing' 
in the worid but sheer drunkenness ; he would have fought 
with a deft that night. I was glad you all set on him and 
paminelled him down, or I thonld have been forced to fight 
bin myself." The final consequence wai, that my sentence 
was Rversed, and my tword and rank restored to me. 
, I was perfec^y consdous of having pocketted the victuals 

myself; and as soon as I was alone with my friend Odogherty> 
I mentioned the matter to him, when, to my utter astonish- 
ment, be declared to my fw» that I did no ntch thing, and 
that he put them there for me ; disclaiming, at the same 
time, Miy regatd for me, but cmly for the Inlk. Of all the 
inconMstenciea I had ever seen or heard, this excelled ; but as 
expostulation on my pert wonld have been absurd, 1 only 
observed that " I r^;arded peijury in a very serious pMnt of 
view." " Pough !" s«d he, " It is nothing at aJI at altl I 
would rather tru«t myself to the -raereyof God than to that 
of these d — d oonnotert at any time." I knew not what he 
meant by this term, nw would he inform me 

. The last winter that I passed in America was with General 
Howe in miadelphia, where we disgueted the inhabitants 
very much by out insularities. Many of the officers, as well 
as men, formal matrimonial counexions, which they never 
meant to observe any longer than theyrem^oed in that place.- 
Others introduced their mistresses into respectubic fomilies, 
which at last gave great ofi^nce. Being sick of an ague when 
I arrived in the city, I boarded Clifford with aa elderly 



fi0 WIKTBR BVENIHG TALBS. 

muden lady in the rabarlM, u my mUr ; and the lady beii^ 
v«ry derout and strict in W prindplei, I thought ^ftofer, by 
Cliffiwd't advice, to visit there but seldom, and with much 
cenmony and deference ia both. The old lady loon grew m 
fend of Cliffi:>rd as ever a mother was of a child. 

This lady was living in narrow circunitaoccA, but she had 
a brother that was the richest man in New Jersey, diough he 
»dd<Nat paid ai)y regiu^ to her ; Iiut seeinj^ a dsduag beauty 
with fara every day at church, on whom the eyes of all were 
oeutantly turned, his visits to his ne^ected nster were re< 
sewed, iSttt having been discondnued tot naaoy years, while 
at the same time, her nrcumstanees appeared to be bettering 
every day, aa did also those of her lodger, who every week had 
some new additions to her dress. I grew jealous in the ex- 
treme, «aA determined once more to part with Ute hnazy, 
whatever it might cost me ; though I was obliged to admow- ' 
ledge to myself, that of all w<»nen I had ever knowD, I had 
the least reason to be suspicious of her. 

One holiday we were drawn up in files as the company were 
coming from church, when I perceived the most elegant and 
splendid creature I had ever seen, coming down the parade 
among the rest, leaning on the arm of a tall elderly gentle 
man. She was dressed in greea silk, with a plumed bonnet, 
and veil of the same cdour bound with crapes of gold. I was 
petrified with admiration, but more with astonishment, when, 
as passing by, she dropt me a low and graceful courtesy. At 
the same instant she whispered a w<nd to her lather, who 
looked at me, and saluted me with a respectful motion of the 
head. I could not comprehend it, as I was certain I had 
never seen dther <^them before. 

I was paralyzed with love, so that my knees shook undir 
me when I saw her turning a comer, where she vanishedfrom 
my tight. I could not leave my place at tliat time, ibr thav 
was no other lieutenant on duty ; but my heart was set on disa 
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toraiag her, tud frmi what I had seen, I conld not dmibt that 
ibe wu dMiraiis I dtould. I kept niy secret and my ^tua- 
tion of mind, however, close from all my brother officers. But 
being unable to take any dinner, I left the men at an early 
hour, and walked up the river towards Burlington, where num- 
bers (tf pet^e woe t^og the lur ; but of my charmer I could 
lee nothlDg. How my mind yearned to be quit of Clif- 
ford — I could Dot think of her widi any degree of patience. 

I came back to the town aa it grew late, and was launter- 
ing about the owner, where I last taw this angelic creature, 
that had to completely turned my hnin. A little chubby 
serrant miud came up, who looked in my face, and smiled as 
if ihe knew me. I thought I was acquainted with the fitce, 
bnt had not the least recollectitm where I had seen iL I 
chucked her under the chin, and asked if she would accom- 
pany me to such a place ? " Indeed I will do no such thing," 
replied she. 

" But, my dear," nid I, " I have something of the greatest 
importance to say to you." 

" Say it here, where we are then," said she, naming me; 
" there needs not to he any secrets between you and I."- 

" And who the devil arc you, my pretty little dear ?" said 
I J " for though I know you perfectly well, I cannot recollect 
your name. If you will tell jne that, I am ready to make all 
due acknowledgments ? 

" I will keep that to myself," returned she, " to learn you 
to look better about you when among fnends. But say what 
you have to say ; for I must not be standing chatting with a 
gentleman on the street at this time of the evening." 

" Then first of all," said I, " before I tell you how much 
I am in love with yonrself, can you tell me who the beautiful 
lady is, that came down from chord) to day clad in green 
nUc, and leaning on the arm of her faiber f" 

The urchin dimpled, and e^ed me two or three times witli 
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ft ni^icioiu look ; but teeing that I ww quite teriout, she 
bunt into Buch a fit of laughter, that I wu ulteriy Mkuned, and 
it was long before I could get aaother word out of her ; but 
coQTinced that she knew somethiug of the matter, I would 
not quit her altogether. 

*' Are you really quite seiious in what you have asked ?" 
inquired ^e at length, while her eyes were swimming in 
tears from her excess of merriment. " Upon my huiour I 
am," said I; " there is not any thing on earlli I would not 
gire to know who that adorable creature ia, and what are her 
connexions." 

After the provoking imp had indulged iu another hearty 
laugh, ahe came close up to me, and, smirking in my iace, said : 
" Well, captain, in the first place, 1 hare to inform you, that 
I «he is reckoned the most beautiful woman that erer was se^ 
in the states of America. In the aecond place, that it is be- 
Bered she will be married in a few weeks to a gendeman of 
the first rank ; and in the third and last place, thdt she is in 
lore with you, the most Imprudent thing perh^ that erer 
she did in her life, and yet she makes no secret of it. But a it 
poeaihle, captain, that you do not know that I am her Mr- 
lant, and wut on her, and that you did not see me walking 
behind her to-day ?" 

" No, I'll be d— d if I did, my dear," swd I; " hut the 
next time tkat you pass with her, I promise that I shall not« 
you. Nay, I promise that I shall never forget you as long as 
I live, if you will conduct me direcdy to the presence of that 
angeUc lady." 

" I will not take it upon me to do any such thing," re- 
plied she ; " as &r as I may judge, she is better engaged at 
present ; but if you hare any letter or message to send to the 
lady, I shall be very ht^py to deliver it." 

I ihowered Uemagt upon her, shook her by the hand, and 
d^iredher to wait ^ me fire minutes j and fpiag into a 
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terern, I wrote a mort dunui^ epiitle of lore, and darto, utld 
dofnir, to tbU cAgect of my adoratioD, Mid vowed everlmting 
fidelity, crariag at the mae time to be admitted to lier pre- 
KDCe. This e|HBt]e I gave to the girl, being fully reiolred to 
watch her bcone ; bat she perceived my drift, and gave me 
the slip, by giMog ioto a mean houie, and, aa I auj^eae, oat 
at a door on the c^er aide, for I wtdtcd there till it was darii, 
and saw no more at her. 

The next day I recdved the following letter from the ieT~ 
vant in the houte where I leiided. It waa written in a nnitid 
old fiuhioned hand, which I had never leeo hefbre, and I could 
BOt help wondering how (uch an angelic creature wrote in auch 
a cvrious antiquated ityle ; but at the contenti I wondered 
itill more. 

" Sia,— Voon^I recdved. I heard your deedit, and have 
known yoa, by teeiDg you longer than mmtioued. Inquirie*. 
an maidi^ to dtaracter ; if it conform to laTour, I shall not 
tty how glad I wiU be, or what length* go for your uLb ; 
' particularly of a CNtfun young lady, I bi^ it ia not true. 
Be secret ; but truit not that I will ace you till deared of 
that. Your humble wmot, B. Y.~ 

Itwaa'plun tome, &om this, that tiie lady wa« in love with 
me ; bat that having heard some auipicioua atMy about CliC- 
tord, ^K was gmng to make ioquiriea. I was not aindd of 
any diiooveriea beii^ made there, if they came not from my 
brother officen ; fi» I had behaved always to her .as a bn^ 
ther, aodakindoneruncewecametothatcity; but,tomake 
lure of my new flame, I detenuioed to part with her iostanl' 
ly, and acondin^y I wrote to her that I eould aee her no 
more, and encloaed a note for 1~50. She wdted on me next ' 
day in the phuD roaaet dre» in whkh I arrayed her. When 
ahe ent^ed my apartment my blood nubed to my head, and 
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I icarody knew what I did or sud ; for my beut unote Bie, 
aud I felt that I had d<»ie wrong. She had been Idad and 
fitithiul to me ; and taved my life and honour by peventiiq; 
me from deserting ; had bathed and dreaeed my wounds, and 
dieer6UIy ahared all my tortuoea. But iaetead oT complain* 
iBg, abe addressed me In the tame kind and ftmiliir style oa 
she was wont, and only bc^ed of me, that now lince we wen 
to part, we should part good friendB. She said, that undw- 
ttauding the n^ment was mod to march on a long and peri- 
lous eaterpriM, ihe rather wished to be left behind; for she 
waa tired af following the camp, and that now since she knew 
my mind she was resolved to marry. " Marry ! My dev 
Clifford," ewd 1, " whoup do you mean to marry?" 

" A very decent worthy man," said she, " who is neither 
so young nor so rich as I would choose perhaps, but I want 
to begin an hooest and decent life ; you cannot imagine how 
much .1 begin to oijoy it already. I have only tme request 
to malte, that you will give me away as your sisto', and be- 
have to me as such on my wedding-day ; which now, with 
your permissioD, shall be tJie day after to-morrow." 

Oveijoyed to find- that 1 was like to get so well off, I pro- 
mised every thing ; bo|ung that now I should enjoy the idol 
of my affections, the lovely unknown, when thii main obstacle 
was removed. She refused to keep my L.50, declaring she bad 
DO occasion for it, and I migbt have much : so I was not bard 
to pertniade to take it again. Thu was a very sbi^diy mean 
itcdou. I might have, and ought to have, inusted on her 
keeping it, as a small marriage portion for the suter of a poor 
<^Bcer i but I took it and put it in my podtel. 

On the day apptunted for the marriage, a servant came to 
inform me that the ceremony staid fw me ; I went reluctant- 
ly in my d^y dress, knowing that I should be ushered in 
among a great number of the lower ranks ; tor not having made 
any minute inquiries, I took it for granted that Clifford was 
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sbont to be Biusitd to some oiA doting artiaui, w labouring 
iMBnfoctnrer. InBtCMi of tkat, I wu nabend into one of the 
niMt d^iaat kaoui in iIm town, and to a uiect party of gtntTe- 
mcn and Isduf. Aneng the i«t I was intn^oed to a Hr 
Oats, to iriiom I bowed mareHy, not kmnrtn^ wbv Ite w«a. 
Tbe psnon -wat rtady, and Awtly after the bride and ber 
nudou- were ndieeed in ; but I looked in vnu for Clifford, 
uid kneii' not hvw tn ealcvlate on any thing tbat I saw : for 
any one may judge of my attoniibnwnt, wben 1 poveived 
that she whom they led in at bride was my btautifal unloiown, 
dttied out lilie a priaeess, and ruled as hetore. I knew the 
air, thethapc, ths plumee and crapes of gold, at firet nght, 
and could B*t be mistaken. I had nnriy ftuntvd. I felt a« 
if I were gaiitg to rink through the floor, and wished to do. 
it. Jodging that I had come to the wrong wedding, or tbat 
they had amt for me thn« to mock me, I stared all about me, 
and thrice or thrice opened my mouth to speak, without find* 
ing any thing to ay. At length thie angelic being came 
■wimming throngh the oompaoy toward me, and, claspmg me 
in her arms, she threw up her veil and kiesed me. " My 
dear Ivother," add she, ^' I am to happy to eee you here! I 
was afraid that you woald not conntenance me in this, lua 
give ^or consent to my remaining in a strange land." " My 
dearest sister," said I, " upon my soul I did not know you ; 
but I never can, aad nenw will, give ray consent to part 
whb your—nerer— 4ievcr 1" ■' What! did yon not give me 
your trord i" said she, " did you not {avmiie that you would 
give ymu Clifibrd in. marriage to tiie man of her i^oice wit^ 
all your heart ?" 

" Yes I did; and Ido-stiH; but then I did not know who 
you: w«r« — that u, I did not know who somebody was, that 
it you— .^it I am very ffi, nad know not what I lay, and 
ihertian must heg that you w31 mStr me to retire." She 
entreated that her dearest bro^H- wotdd remun, and hon- . 
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our her nuptials with his praence ; but I felt m if the home 
and all the wedding-gwsti were wheeling ahout; m I made 
off Tith myielf in no roy gnicefiil manner. I was duped, 
GOnfoondedlf duped; yet I conld hatdly tdl how: and be- 
udes, it waa all my om doing, and of my otm leeldug. I 
nerer was bo ill in niy life, for such aa inbtuaUgn had seized 
on me, that I could in nowise regard her whnn I had lost aa 
Clifford Mackay, the drunken cooper't daughter of Inrenieai, 
but as a new auperlaUve being, who had capUvated my heart 
and affections as by magic 

I could not but we that I bad behaved diigntcefnlly to 
her, and that she had acted [H-udeiitly and wisely, both fin- 
herself and me ; yet I was eminently unhappy, and Lept my- 
self from all company, as much as my duty would allow me, 
during the aliort time after that afiur that I remained in 
Philadelphia. Mr Oats, to whom she was married, was a 
rich and respectaUe merchant and planter, and doted so 
much on her, that though he had been possessed of the 
wealth of America he would have laid it at her feet He 
was brother to the lady with whom she lodged; and as I 
learned afterwards, never discovered that she was not in reality 
my sigter. She had taken my femily surname from ihe time 
that wt first came there.' It was a lucky maniage for her, as 
will soon appear. 

We Boon received marching orders, and set out on our cel^ 
brated western campugn, in which we underwent perils and 
privatioDs that are not to be named. Our women all either 
^ed or left ns, and there were some of them carried -away by 
the Indians, and scalped, for any thing that we knew. I was 
in thirty engagements, in which we lost, by little and little, 
more than one third of our whole army. We were reduced 
to live on the ilesh of our horses, and all kinds of garbage that 
we could find ; yet for all that, we never once turned out 
hacks on our enemies. We had the better in every engage- 
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Btaat on die iaktt, and apon land, yet all our brilliant ex- 
ploits went for notHng;. 

I was diegiuted beyond bearing with our assodate*, the 
American Indiana; and tbe very idea of betng in affinity 
with such beaets made erery action that we performed loath- 
•ome in my eyes. The taking of those horrid wvsfea iota 
oar army to deatroy our brethren, the men who sprung from 
the same country, ipoke the same language, and worshipped 
the aame God with ourselTes, was an unparalleied disgrace. 
Bemoise and pity, with every sensation of tenderness, were en- 
tirely extinct in the breasts <rf those wretches, having ^ven 
place to the most ferodou* and unrelenting cruelty.' They 
<rf^ omcealed such prisoners as they took, that they might 
enjoy, without inlermption, the diabolical pleasure of tw- 
nenting them to death. I never abhorred any beings so 
much OD earth as I did theae, and nothing would have pleas- 
ed me so wdl in any warlike sendee as to have cut them all 
to pieces. I found two of them one erening concealed among 
«>me bushes, wredcing their devilish propensity on a potff 
American girl whom they had taken pHsoaer. They had 
her bound hand and foot, and were mindng and -slicing off 
her flesh with the greatest delight. I could not endure the 
ught, so I cut them both down with my sabre, and set her at 
liberty ; but they had taken out one of her eyes, and other- 
wise abused her so much that sbe died. Whenever we were 
in the greatest danger, they were moat remiss ; and at the 
battle of Skepesbury, where they should have supported our 
army, tfaey stood idle spectators of the condict, and seemed 
anxiously to desire that both sides should be exterminated. 
If the German auxiliaries bad not come up and supported us, 
we had been cut off to a man. Tbeir craiduct was still more 
iatdersble in St Legex's army, where they mutinied and de- 
fied in a body, but not before they had scalped all their 
priaoners, and tormented them to death In cold Uood. I 
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aerer expected that we could proqwr after our connexioii witf' 

these bellbh vretdies. 

At the dreadiul encouoler on the 7th of October, cur i^- 
meot, tliat had niffered nuch before, wm ^luite rained; 
Geoerdl Frtatr himedf bring; killed, irith ■ great number gf 
our best men,- and tbe Germoiu, who ni|]^nrted iu,-afanoit 
totally cut off, to that we wtm compelled to yidd onndTei 
{H^iaooen of war. I recMved two bayonet wounds tliat daft 
whkJi caiued me great pain dnring our mardt. When we 
ykMed, it wu atqndated that we AmM be auffered to d^nrt 
fi>r Briton ; but the Coogten ntfined to ratify thii, on ao> 
cotmt, I think, of tome nupidoa that they took up ot die 
honourableoew of eur intentiom, and we veie detaiued in 
{wison. It was while there in confinement that I uw and 
took an affectionate leave of Clifford. She had got pemi»- 
uon frcm her hnsbend to ridt her dear and beloved brother, 
and came and slud with me two aighti. On her letum 
h<nne the prevailed with her huaband to use hit InSoence in 
my bdialf, whidi be dtd, and I ctoiined my liberty, bong me 
of the few that Ctrngren suffered to return home. The wortlqr 
old gentleman, after that, bad a son that was christened by ny 

I embarked in the Swallow of Leith on the 11th of April. 
Id our paisage we nifiered a great deal, both from the iocleni- 
eocy of the teason and the ignorance of our crew. We were 
Snt wrecked in the straits of BelliMe, whwe we narrowly mii^ 
ed total destruction ; and before we got the ship repiured, 
and reached the coast of Scotland, it was the beginning of 
October : we were then orertaken by a treraendoui stonu, toA 
forced lo run into a bay called Loch Rog m the west coast of 
the I^ of Lewis, where we found e»xUent moorings b^ind 
-an island. Mere 1 quitted the ship, being heartily stck of tlte 
Toyage, intending to take a boat across the dtannd of Lcw'o, 
and travel orw the Highlands <hi foot to Edinbnr^. 
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I staid and launtered about tbat aiaad a month, and iwnr 
in my lift wa» in nidi a curioua countiy, nor amonf lo 
cnrimis a peofJe. They know all that is to b^jiea by reaton 
ctf a nngulor kind of dirinatioo called the second sight. They 
have power over the elements, and can stop the natural progren 
rf than all save the ttdea. They are a people by thennelTes, 
nether Highlanders DOT Lowlaiiden,atleast those of Uigare, and 
hare no conunuaication with thereit of the world; but with the 
being! of anoth^ state of existence they hare frequent intn- 
couiae. lat firttlBughedatthnr storieaofhobgoMins,andwato' 
^Miits, but after witnessng a scene that I am going to d&- 
araibe, I uerer diibelieTed an item of any thing I heard af- 
terwards, however far out of the course of nature it mi^t 
be. I am now about to relate a story which will not be be- 
lieved. I cannot hdp it. If it was any opttcal illonon, let those 
account fi>r it who can. I shall rdate what I saw as ncfirly 
aa I can recollect, and it was not a scene to be easily fm'gotten. 

On the banks of this Loch Rog &ere stands a considerably 
lai^ village, and above that the gmtlemaa's house, who 
rents all the country around irom Lord Seafbrth, and lets it 
off again to numberless small tenants. Between bin house 
and the village there lies a straight green lane, and above the 
hous^ on a rising ground, stand a great number of tall stones 
that have been raised in some early age, and appear at a dis- 
tMDce like an aimy of tremendous giants. One day a party 
oT seven from oa board the Swallow was invited to dine with 
this gentleman. We vent oot a-shooting all the fbreiioon, 
and towards evening, on our return, we found all the family 
in the most dreadful alarm, on account of something that an 
old maiden lady had seen wlwcb they called Failetu More, 
(the Great Shadow), and which they ailt^ was the herdd of 
tcnible things, and the most £smal calamities. The vil- 
lagers were likewise made acqusinted with it, xaA they were 
running howUng idiout in constenwtbn. 
F3 
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The &mily ccauUted al an old auB sod hi* dster ; a ytrnng 
niBB aad his wife, and two childm) : the old mac and the 
two ladtet bdieFed the mUter throogfaout, hut the fovnj; 
nan pretended iritfa nt to laujjh at it, ^ongli I could ka he 
VDs deeply conceraed at what he had heazd. The viaion «w 
dctcribed to us in the feUowiD^ extnux'dinaTy manner. 

The Great ^adow nerv comes alone. The next morning 
after ia M*TorqiiiUe Shu's Vint. The Iom of all the aapa, 
and a grieToni dearth in tha island, isvariaUf succeed to 
thete. The aj^aritioni rise sometimea in ttfelve, sometiiUB 
in three yean, but always on the tqipesnoce of An F^kae 
More, TotUiffil Mac Tordll takes place next momiog^ betwem 
day-toeak and the rising of the sun. A dark gigantic shade 
Jsseen stalking acrosB the locfa in the evening, which vanislMS 
at a certain headland ; and from that same place the next 
numii^, at the suae degree of lightness a whole tnof of 
ghrats arise, and with Mac Torall Dhu (Bladt M'Tciquillo) 
at their bead, walk in {rnxxMoa to the standing stODes, and 
tbere hide theaudrcs agua in theif ancient grares. 

Ab the one part of this story ranuned still to be pnmd, 
enxj one f£ us deteimioed to wabji, and see if there was any 
Ksemhlance of suidi a thing. But the most exiiwwdinaty cfa^ 
CUflUtance atten^g it was, that it could only be nen fasm 
the uj^kCT windows of that house, or from the same bright in 
the ur, a small space to the eastward of that ; and that from 
no other point on the wht^ island had it ever been discorar- 
ed Utai either irfjihese vinons had been sera. 

We testified some doubts diat the morning migbt not prove 
dear, but the old man, and the dd majden lady, both aanmd 
us that H would he dear, as the morning of M'TorquSle's 
Visit nerer was known to be otho-wise. Some of as went to 
bed with our dothes on, but others sat up all night, and at 
an early hour we were all Btting at tbe windows, wearying 
for the break of day. The tBOnisg at io^tfa Ivoke, and was 



par&etly dear and aaeao, a» had been juvdicted. Erery eje 
WW (tnined tomid the spot where the Grai Siade hftd nii> 
iiiwd, and at lei^h the young; gentleman of die howe «ai^ 
in a lone expreadng greU awe^ " Yonder they tote now." I 
could not diBcem any thing for the ipaoe d a few aeoond*, fant 
at length, on loidung very naiTDwly toward the ^ot, I thought 
I peroeind soaiethlng lilce a lK<«d thadov on the Amni ami 
CD (training my ngfat a little more, it really did a^ear ai if 
dirided into RmaU colnnna like- the formt of man; It did oM 
mppoKT like a clood. but ralha* like the ihadow of a dood ; 
yet tbav was not the di^tcat cloud or rapour to be aem floab- 
ing in Uw finuameMt. We Ist jaght of it for a vary iboit 
qaee, and th^ fadield it again cOning orer the heath, titon 
tiie rocks that ofvthui^ the ibora The riiioD w» still very 
indiitinct, but yet it had the appearance of a tro(^ of wurisn 
dmMd in gnenigk tartan* with a tjnge rf red. The heM^ 
land where the apparitim fint aime, va* diatant frna «§ 
about half a mile,— ^hey aj^Mwed to be moving mnarkafaly 
daw, yet notwilhitanding of that, they were dote «pon m aU 
■BOrt instantly. We were tdd that they would pan in amy 
fan wediatdy Tiefitte the wtndowi, along: the green lane between 
na and tlie back ot the village ; and teeing that they actually 
ajqiroached in that direc^on, Dr Scott, a rough, rath, intrepid 
fdknr, pK^o«d that we skoald fire at them. 1 oligected to it, 
detning that it waa a tndc, and that they wen all fellow at*- 
tniw ; for we now aaw them a» diitinclly at we could tee any 
body of men in the gmy of the mcming. The young man 
however awiring ub, that it wst nothing human that we tav, 
I a^ned to the prapcnd ; and u Aey pamed in anay imna- 
diatdy faafiFe tha windowi, we pdnted all the eight laded 
DHidEeti direcdy at them, and iied on thb myatcriout troop 
aB at owe : bat not <«e of them paUKd, or tnmed rouad U* 
head. They all of them held on with the nrne tdemn and 
gboidike momiatt, tl&l oontinning in appeannn to be walk* 
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ia^ Tcry slow, yet KHne way they went otct ^e ground wiUi 
unaccountsUe celerity ; and when they approached near to 
dw granp of tall obelblu, they nuhed in amongtt them, aod 
we saw no more, tare a reeling flicker of light that seemed 19 
tremble through the Rtonee for a moment. 

They appeared to be a tropp of warriOTB, with phiida and 
bdmetB, eadi haTing: a broad tai^ on hU arm, and a Joag 
Mack lance ia the other hand ; and they were led on by a tall 
figure in blade armoor, that walked conudembly a-head of 
the rest. Some of our people protested that they saw the 
bare skuUa below the helmets, with empty eye sockets, and liie 
nose and lips wanting ; but 1 taw nothing like this. They 
^qwared to me exactly like other men ; bat the truth is, that . 
J never saw them very di^tioctly, for tfaey were but a short 
•dne near ns, and during that time, the smc^e issning ham 
the muskets intervened, and, owing to the dead calm of tbe 
morning, made ae Bee them much worse. AH the people of 
the Tillage were hid in groups within doors, . and engaged is 
some lite whi(A 1 did not witness, and cannot dcMribe ; tnit 
they took great umbrage at our andadty in firing at their un^ 
earthly risitora, and I brieve there was not one among us, 
not even the regardless Dr Scott, who was not shodced at 
what had been done. 

I make no pretensions to accoont fi» this extraordinary 
■{Aenomenoo, bat the dngular drcumstasce <tf its being viaUe 
oi^y from'dne point, and no otbo-, make* it )o(& lUie some- 
' Aing that might be accounted for. I can well excuse any who 
do not believe it, for if I had not seen it with my own eye*, 
I never would have be^ered it. But of all thii^ I ever be- 
hdd for wild sdbtiiaity, the march of that troop of aj^ksritiMw 
exoeUed-^Dot a day w.a n^t hath yet paawd over my head, 
on which I have not thought witb wonder and aw« on Hk 

Prom ^t time forth, as long as I remained in Lewis, 1 



coiuidered aiysdf is the coostiy of the gma, ud Muroanded 
vith Bpuitual bmigi tkst wen ready to itart up ia tomt hodih 
ly ferm at lay aide, whenever &ej had a mind. Such m»- 
txtoe had the vinon that I had hco orer my Mind, and ao fa- 
wu it beyoM) my compicheaaot), Aai I grew like one half- 
craaed about Bpnte, and ooidd think or wpeak ikamt wrthing 
dae. For a wMe wedc I Ungered about the AoKt ta tee the 
■unnaid ; for I was mmutd by the pet^Ie, ^t they were very 
fiKquently t» be seen, tlniugh Aey coafeited that die nala n 
often Bp]>eai«d aa the feaule. They ngariei her aa a kiafl 
of aea apirit, aad omimua, ia no aidinary dqpve, t* dte iioab- 
am aad Siimn, bat yet they caaifeaMd that ahe wa« fieii aod 
bbnd, like other cnatana, w>d that ahe had img hair, aad a 
&ce and faoaom ao baautiM, that Atar langaag* kad m werda 
to dvcribe tbeai. I vaa actoaUy ia krre with than, aad 
watdted Aecreekaaa anximidy aa ever a lorer did hia miatreaAt 
casement ; and <A«i when I aav die aiala flmraeiiig «i) the rodn 
at a diataoce, I painted them to mjadf «■ the Moat delicate 
■■d beautiAd meraiaid^ but on comiaf uar thaaa, waa alwaja 
diiappoinled, and afaocked at the . ogly dog^ hcada tiM tiny 
aet up to tne ; ao that aftw aU, I waa iMifad to gin op my 

aearch nfil aaaiilii 

They told me of one that fell m lore with a youBg man, 
naaaed Alexander M'Leod, who <rftaa met her vfoa the Aore^ 
at a certain ^aoe whidh they Bbowed me, and had amarav 
ddliance with ha ; bat faeaoon Ml nek and died, and iAcb 
At came to the ahere, and could no more find him, ihe crie4 
ane while, ■mi matg another, in the moat phAitiTe atndna that 
erer were heard. Thia waa the popular account; but tfaeilB 
waa an M man told me, who heard her one ncninf, and 
wttobid ho-, frran a conceahneat ckwe beade her, all the time 
At waa on abora, that ahe made a alight humming ncoae like 
dmt made by akid, not when it bleaU out, bnt whex it ia led&> 
ing round for ita dam, and bleating with ita mouth ahut; aad 
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thu WW til tbe tound tbat she m»de, or that be believed she 
VM aUe to make. I adced why he did not go to ber t bat he 
anawered in his own hin^^a^, that he vould not have gone to 
bcr for all the lands of Ike Mactenzie. 

M'Leod, when on hi« death-bed, told his Mends (tf all that 
had paued between them, and giiemusly regretted haring met 
with her. He said they never met but she clasped her armi 
aniund him, and wished to take him into the lea ; bnt that it 
was from no eril intent, but ont of affiction, Ainking that he 
ooiitd not lire mwe than she, if left upon dry land. When 
adced if he lored her ; he stud that she was so beantifiil he 
ooold not but love her, and would hare lored her much better 
if she had not been to cold ; bnt he added, that he believed she 
Tn* a wicked cteature. If tiie yomg man conld imagine all 
diis without any foundation, people may imagine after what 
tiiey list ; for my port, I believed every word of it, though di^ 
af^mntcd of meeting with faer. , 

- I was eqnaliy unnicccMful in my endeavours to see the w&. 
tn bene, a mrawter that inhabited an inland lake, <^ wh(»n 
many fri^tAil stories were told to me ; but in my next aU 
tempt at an intercmine with tbe sparits that inhabit that dreary 
GDontry, I had all the success that I could denre. 

I was tdd of an old woman who Kred in a lone sheiling', at 
the head of an aim of the tea, called Loch Kioe, to wlumi a 
gltoat paid a visit every night. I deterinined to see the place, 
and to tarry a night with the old woman, if poaeiUe. Acccffd- 
ingly, I travelled acren tiie conotry by a wild and pathless 
root, and came to'her bathy at the&tl of night, and gmag in, 
I sat .down ^gning to be very waary, and unable to more 
ftrther. We did not uudentand a word of each other's lan- 
guage, and conaequently no amversadon, save by signs, could 
-pail between us. I found a miserable old shrivdled creatnre, 
rather aieatly dreiaed for that country, but manifestly derange 
cd Mnnewhat in her intellecU. 
^Before I entered, I heard her unging some coronach or 
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dvge, and vheu I went in, I found berendnrounBg-te mend 
aa old nuntle, and dngingaway in. a wild uDeartUf ovon; 
BO intent yns At on both, that ihe scnrcely lifted her ^m 
from ber wiR-k wbra I wmt toward her, tatA when ihe did, it 
WW not to me that she loolted, but to the hole in the roof, w 
to die door by which I entered. The lij^t affected me very 
much, and in all thii^ diat aSket me I beoMne deeply in- 
tereated. I heard that the wm ^peaking to henelf ef me ; for 
I knew the tonnd of the w<»d that meant £ngiuA»uM, Itut it 
was not with any-symptonu of fear or diipleasore that ihe 
seemed to talk of me, but merely aa a thin^ that, being be^iffe 
her eyea, her tongue mentioned u by rote. 

Tlie etory that prerailed of her wai, that being kft a wiitnr 
witl^ an only son, then a child at the breast, she nouriibed 
him ; he became a man ; and the lore and a&ctjnn that nib> 
n*ted between them was of no ordinary nature aa jnig^t na> 
turally be nippoted. He wM an anoahle and enterpriaisg 
young man ; but going out to the fishiim once with some bmo< 
ciatei to the Scat's lelaoda, he nerer rMumed, and there wa« 
nupunons tliat he had been fbuUy murdered by his conqtan* 
imt, the weather baring been so mild that no accidtfit could 
hfive been supposed to hare happened at sen. There were W 
odes maay anspidous drcumttancea attending it, but no pnxtf 
could be led. However, the wwnan hearing that ihe had lost 
her darCng son, and only stay on earth, aet no bounds to her 
grief, but raved and prayed, and eallod upon his name ; con- 
juring him by every thing mred to npfcu to hsr, and tell 
her if he waf happy, and all that had be&Uea to him. These 
continued GonjnratMwa at length moved tbe dead to return. 
The apirit of her son af^ieared to her every night at midnight, 
and convened with her ^out tbe moat myrtaiouB ^^ngfr— 
about tilings (^ life and deatii — tiie fates of kingdoms and of 
men ; and ctf the world that ie beyond tbe grave— she w^ 
h^ipy in tiie communion, and abstracted &om all things in 
this world beside. 
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Such wm the ancartUr ti^ tliat nUa toU in Ihi OMUttiy 
(tf this rue&l oU cresMie, and made ms r«oh« t» Tint hw 
before I left the nlaod ,- but 1 oould act jBocure « man in. all 
Aediitrictaf U% toacooinpan^rmeiliat'cMildepeslEbeA fa»^ 
gua^; iw except the mitiister and hu wife, and ene tanaaa 
and hn &mily, there wm not one in the dJrtrici;,' irtUeh oior- 
tained SOOO iBhaUtaittt, tiiat ceuM qieak dte f^a^h lai»>' 
guage, or ifere bode teamed. 1 procured a yoHig lad t« be 
my gwde, named Malcolm MonMB, bat be hnmg gatlMved 
genethiag ef my intcntiane before we left Ae baaln ef Leei» 
lU^, wo«]d <»i no cemidentioB accompaAy me mto the oo^ 
but left me' at aoon as we catne in aigbt ef H. I no mxhict be> 
bcU Itia direct of my curioiity, tbftn I tfaeuffrt her enxy, and 
that the «tory mi|;ht have arisen fretii' her iwings. StiU abt 
wae B& btaKsting okjcct to contaBplate ; kad, reaolT!^ to do 
wtorlie night, I tried by ngn> to make ber undentand that 
I was a traveBtf' &%Qed with wsUcing, and wished to repeae 
miyMlf in hn cottagie until next momingj-llnitriie n^udadma 
no Mere tbaa ihe wo^d have dcme a stisyed cat or dog that 
had eome in to take HhettCT' with her. There was one tentOMW 
wfcM Ae oftan neptated, which I afterward uadenrtoed to he 
ef-the fidtawing import, " Ged «hidd tte peer weary Saxon ;" 
bat I fb not know how to i^l it in Eane. I could likewiae 
pepcwm, that for all the iatentnew wiA whidi «fae wai mend- 
Hig the mantle, eix wn coning ne speed, bat was warthig 
doth endaateoring ie ttutpe a piece stritiiig to Uie reat, wback 
■be WM «tiU making rMber worse than better. It was qmte 
TiAle thm eitdier she had DO mind, w that it was engaged in 
something widely fftvent ft«m dtat at vlneb her hands woe 
emf^yed. 

^M did not offsr me aay victnals, nor £d she- take any 
herself, bat «rt diaping and sewii^, and always between buds 
singiBg slow melanclM^y urs, having alt the wildmes of Ac 
natire ain irf that wild and primitire people. Those that tht 
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crooned were of a Bole^n and mournful cast, and'seemed to 
affect htr at times rery deeply. 

Nij^ht came on, aid Htill she gave heriielf no concern at all 
about me. She made no signs to me either to tie down and 
rest in the only couch the horel contained, or to remain, or 
to -go away. The fire sent forth a good deal of smoke, but 
neither light nor heat ; at ieng^th, with much delay and fum- 
bling, she put some white Bhreds of moss into a cruise of ml, 
and kindled it. This threw a feeble ray of light through the 
smoke, not much, stronger than the .light of a glow-worm, 
making darkness scarcely risible, if I may use the expression. 

The woman, who was seated on a dry sod at the side of the 
fire, not more than a fijot from the ground, crossed her arms 
upon ker knees, and, laying her head on them, fell fast asleep. 
I wrapt myself in my officer's cloak, and threwwmyself down 
on the moss couch, laying myself in such a position that I 
could watch all her motions as Well as looks. About eleven 
o'clock she awoke, and eat for some time moaning like one 
about to espire; she then kneeled on the sod scat, and mut- 
tered some words, waring her withered arms, and stretching 
them upward, apparently performing some rite either of ne- 
cromancy or derotion, which she concluded by uttering three 
or four feeble howls. 

When she was again seated, I watched her features and * 
looks, and certainly nerer before saw any thing more un- 
earthly. The hag^;ard wildness of the features i the anxious 
and fearful way in which she looked about and about, as if 
looking far one i^mt she missed away, made sAcb an impression 
on me, that my hairs stood all on end, a feeling that I uerer 
experienced before, fm- I had always been proof against so- 
perstitioue terrors. But here X could not get the better «f 
them, and wished myself any where else. The dint lamg, 
shining amidst smoke and darkness, made her features appear 
as if they had been a dull yellow, and she was altogether 
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rather like a ghatdy shade of somet}img that had once been 
mortal than any thing connected with humanit]'. 

It was apparent from her looks that ehe expected some one 
to visit her, and I became firmly persuaded that I should 
we a ghost, and bear one speak. I was not afraid of any in- 
diriduid of my own species ; for, though I had taken good 
care to conceal them from her, for fear of creating alarm, I 
had two loaded pistols and a short swo^ under my cloak ; and 
>s no one could enter without passing my couch, by a very- 
narrow entrance, 1 was sura to distinguish who or what it 
was. 

I bad quitted keeping my eyes upon the woman, and was 
watching the door, from which I thought I could distinguish 
voices. I watched still more intensely ; but hearing that the 
sounds came^rom the other side, I moved my bead slowly 
round, and saw, apparently, the corpse of ber son sitting di- 
rectly opposite to her. The figure was dressed in dead-clothes ; 
that is, it was wrapt in a coarse white sheet, and had a n^>- 
. kin of the same colour round its head. This was raised up 
oa the brow, ae if thrust up recently with the hand, discover- 
iug the pate steadfast features, that neither moved eye-lid 
Dor lip, though it spoke in an audible voice agiun and agiun. 
The face was not only pale, but there was a clear glazed 
whiteness upon it, on which the rays of the lamp Mling, 
shewed a sight that could not be looked on without horror. 
The wiuding-ahcet fell likewise aside at ibe knee, and I saw 
the bare feet and legs of the same bleached hue. The old 
woman'K arms was stretched out towards the figure, and her 
face thrown upwards, the features meanwhile distorted as 
with ecstatic agony. My senses now became so bewildered, 
that I fell into a stupor, like a trance, without being able to 
move eitlier hand or foot. I know not how long the appari- 
tion staid ; for the next thing that I remember was being re- 
luctantly wabeoed from my trance by a feeble cry, which I 
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>ieard through my slumber repeated several times. I looked, 
and saw that the old miserable creature had fitlleiy on her face, 
and was grasping, in feeble convulsions, the seat where the 
fi^re of her dead son had bo lately reclined. . My compassion 
overcame mv terror ; for she seemed on the last verge of life, 
or rather sliding helplessly from time's slippery precipice, after ■ 
the thread of existence by which she hung had given way. 
I lifted her up, and found that all her sufFeringit wese over— 
the joints were grown supple, and the cold damps of death 
had settled on her hands and brow. 1 carried her to the bed 
from which ! had risen, and could scarcely believe that I car- 
ried a human body — it being not much heavier than a suit of 
clothes. After I had Isud her down, I brought the lamp near, 
to see if there was any hope of renovation — she was living, but 
that waa all, and with a resigned though ghastly smile, and a 
shaking of the head, she expired. 

I did not know what to do; for the night was dark as 
pitch ; and I wiat not where to fly, knowing the cot to be 
surrounded by precipitous shorn, torrents, and winding bays 
of the sea ; therefore all chance of escape, until day-light, was 
utterly impossible ; m I resolved to trim the lamp, and keep 
my place, hoping it would not be long till day. 

I suppose that I sat about an hour in this dismal place, 
without moving or changing my attitude, with my brow lean- 
ing upon both my hands, and my eyes shut ; when I warn 
aroused by hearing a rustling in the bed where the body lay. 
On looking round, I perceived with horror that the corpw 
was sitting upiight in the bed, shaking it« head as it did in 
the agonies of death, and stretching out its hands towards tht 
hearth. I thought the woman had been vivified, and looked 
steadily atlhe face ; hut I saw that it was the fece of a corpse 
still ; for the eye was white, being turned upward and fixed 
in the socket, the mouth was open, and all the other feature* 
immoveably fixed for ever. Seeing that it continued the lamc 
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raotioD, 1^ lifted the lamp, and lotted fem-fullj round, and 
th«n befael^tlie figure I iiad so recently «een, mtting on the 
nine seat, in the same attitude, ob}j having its &ce turned 
toward the bed. ' 

I could Btand this no longer, but fled itumbliiig out at the 
door, and ran straight forward. I soon found mywlf in the 
•ea, and it being ebb tide, I fled along the shore like a deer 
pursued hy the bounds. It was not long till the beach ter- 
minated, and I came to an abrupt predpice, washed fay the 
Ma. I climbed over a ridge on my hands and knees, and 
found that I was on a rocky point between two narrow ftitht, 
and ferther prioress impracticable. 

I had now no choice left roe; so, wrapping myself in my 
cJoak, I threw me down in a bush of heath, below an over- 
huiging cliff, and gsre up my whole mind to amasement at 
what I had witnessed. Astonished as I was, nabue yielded M 
&tigue, and I f^ into a sound ileep, from which I did not 
ftwake till about the rising of the *vm. The scene all aroosd 
me wa* frightfully wild and rugged, and I scarce craild per- 
suade, myself that I was awake, thinking that I va« >tiB 
struggling with a drndfiil dream. One would think this 
was a matter eanly settled, but I rememher well, it was not 
90 with me that morning. I pulled heath, cut some puis ■ of 
it off, and cheved tliem in my mouth ; — rosey— walked about, 
and tlirew stones in the sea, and still had strong suspicions 
that I was in a dream. The adrentures of tlie preceding 
night dawned on my recollection one )iy out, but these I fb> 
garded all as a dream for certain ; and it may well be deemed 
not a tittle extraordinary, that to this day, if my oath were 
taken, I declare I could not tell whether I saw these things 
in a dream, or in reality. My own belief leaned to the &ir- 
mer, but every circumstance rather tended to confirm the 
latter ; else, how came I to be in the place where I was. 

I sownbted up among the rocks to the westward, and at 
length came to a small footpath vhich led from the head of 
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tlie one bay to tb6 other ; and ftdlowing that, it won brought 
aie to a atraggliug hunlet, called, I tbmk, Battaline. Hare I . 
fnind a man that had been a soldier, and had a little hroken 
English, and by his help I ruscd the inhabitants of the Til- 
lage ; and, getting into a fishing-boat, ve were soon at the cot- 
tage. There we found the body lying stretched, cold and 
stiff, exactly in the very place and the very position in which 
I laid it at first on the bed. The house was searched, and 
gricTOUs to rdate, there was oo article either of meat, drink, 
or clothing in it, sare the old mantle which I found h«- 
mendiog the erening before. It appeared to me on reflection, 
that it had been a settled matter between her and the spirit, 
that she was to yield up her fnul life that night, and join bis 
company ; and that I had found her ^vparing for her change. 
The cloak she had meant for her winding-sheet, baring no- 
thing else ; and by her little hymns and orgies she had been 
endeavouring to prepare her soul for the company among 
ytitom she knew she was so sooa to be. There was a tint ti 
iptritual sublimity in the whole matter. 

I hare related this story exactly as I remember it. It is 
poanUe that the whole might have been a dream, and that I 
hsd walked off in my sleep ; for I have sometimes been subject- 
ed to such vagaries, and bare played wonderAil pranks in my 
deep ; but I think the circumstance of the corpse being found 
in the very way in which I had laid it, or at least, sup- 
posed I had laid it, confirms it almost beyond a doubt, that 
I had looked upon the whole with my natural eyes. Or, per- 
haps part of it may hare been real, and part of it a dream, 
for the whole, from the first, was so Ifte a vision to me, that 
I can affirm nothing anent it. 

The next adrenture that happened me on my way through 
the Highlands, was one of a rery opposite nature ; but a* it 
bore some affinity with steep-walking, I sball rdat« it here, 
for I'put no common-place Mcurrcoces in these memoirs. 
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On my way Jnm ike i^per parU of the country of Lo<&- 
Carron, to Stmh-GlaM in lavenwc^shire, 1 wat orertakMi 
by a delu^ of ran, which flooded the mers to such a iepte, 
that the «BHUest bum wa» almmt impauaUe. At lo^^ I 
(^aine toapwnt, «t the junction (tf two .riven, that weie roar- 
i»g tike the lea, and to proceed a.step fiirthi; waaimpoauUe, 
I had aeoi no huaian habitation for Mvera] miles, and knew 
BOt what I was to do ; but penxWing a unall feotpath that led 
into the. wood, I followed it, and in, an i9a!tant,.03me ta,a.t>Mt 
UilChlatid cottage. I went w, mi ftwad an lelderly docevfr- 
kK^ing: wiHuan at work, ,toKHher<witIi a plump Uowsy ved- 
haired maiden, wliMn I »uppoied to be her. daughter. Thme 
were the only inhabitaatij Aey could not «pe|jc a^wmrdof 
English ; but they rose up, eet « seat for soe, pulled off my 
wet stocking, and received me with great kjndnew, hnLpinc 
ttmo time to time, fir-wood go (he fire to 4ry i^ clo^U%. 
They likewise g;ave me plenty of goofr whey, with coitne bntd 
ud cheese to eat, and I ne¥er in my life saw two «reMum 
£0 kind and attentive. 

When nightcame, I itaw them making up 'the only bed in 
the house with clean UanketB, and cooceired that ihey were 
gtiog to farour me with it for that lugkti and sit up (hwn- 
•drea; accwdingly, ^ter getting a ligoirMn the good w(hbbd, 
1 threw off my clolltei, and lay down. I perceived, than next 
hHRgiug my dotfaea round the fire to dry ;. and the bed beinf 
dean and comfortaUe, I stretcjied my«df in the middle cf it, 
and fell sound adetf, I had not loi^ enjoyed my iveet n- 
poee, before I was awaked by the maid, who laid wBietluDg 
to me in Gaelic, bidding me, I n^pose, tie farther back, and 
wkh tbe greatest unconcern stretl^ed hertelf down bedde me. 
".Upon my word," thinks 1 to myself, " thia is oairying kind- 
Rcas to a degree of which I had w> omception in the world I 
TUs is a d^pree of easy familiarity, that I never ei^eriaKed 
from itrangnv befiH« !" I was mightily pkaaed with the dm- 
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pliaty and Icind-heartediiai of tbe pfople, but nvt w with 
iriut immediately foUswed. Theie w» a torch burning <m 
a ihdf st our bed ftet, and I vondered that tbe women Tiev* 
ed tbe matter witb to little concern, for tbey,appeared both 
lukcommonl; decent induttrioui people ; yet I thought I it^ed 
a deaignlng roguiih look in the face of the old woman, who 
DOW Jikentiae came into the bed, tiai lay down at the stock. J 
was not mittakcn ; for before, ihe extiaguiilied her l<nxh, ibe 
■tnetdied ber arm over jne. and talung hold of a broad plank 
that stood up agutut tbe tack of the bed, and ran en hiogea 
(a thing ..that i bad never noticed before), ghe brought itdown 
.aepM» owr.bodiei, and there bdng a spring lock on the end of 
it, she ait^>t, jt into the stock, and locked u* all three dou 
down to our places till tbe morning. I tried to compromiM 
matters otherwise, but tbep only laughed at the predicament 
of the Sanenach ; and tbe thing was so iiorel and acute, I was 
obliged to join in tbe laugh with all ja^ heart I wtf eStO' 
tually prevented from walking in my sleep for that ni^, 
and really felt a great deal of inconveniency in this mode of 
lying, nevertbelcM I slept very sound, having been much &- 
tigued the day before. On taking leave of ssy kind enteitaitw 
ers, aftf^ much pressing, I prevailed on tbe old woman to ao- 
oept of a crown-piece, but the maid pondvely teAised a prM> 
eat of any kind. When we parted, die gave me her hand, 
and, with tbe slyest smile I ever beheld, said something to me 
about the invtdious dale ; I did not know what it was, but it 
made her mother laugh immoderately. 

On my arrival .at I^iventess, I made inquiries cwicerning 
Mackay the cooper, and, learning that he was st!U alive, I 
made the boy at. tbe inn point him out tome. He was a fine 
bcddng ohl Hi^aader, but in wretchfd circumftauces with 
regard to i^^tarel; I did nc^ (rbooee to, bring him into the 
house where I lodged, but, irsitobiiigan oppprtunity,.! followed 
tumintOAhnvly.cbai^;e-h()uie|Wid.f<>uiidhMn.sit^ngiB aoor- 
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ner, without tiariDg called for any thing to drink, and the 
manner in which his hoet^ss addressed him, bespoke plainly 
enou^fh how little he was welcome- Icalledfora pot of whii- 
ky, and began to inquire at all about me of the roads that led 
to the Lowlands, and, among; other places, for the country of 
the Grants. Here old Mackay spoke up ; " If she'll pe after 
te troring, she'll find te petterest bhaists in Sutherland, and 
te petterest sbentlemauK in te whole worlt« to pe selling lem 
from." Thus trying to forward the interest of hi« dan and 
chief, of which a Highlander never loses sight for a momeat, 
t* his circumstancea what they will. But the hottesa, wbo,- 
during this addresii, had been standing in the middle of the 
floor with a wooden ladle in her hand, looking sternly and 
derisively at the speaker, here interposed. " Petler catties in 
Sutherland tan Strath-spey, coc:^»er ? Fat's te man saying ? 
One of Shemish More Grant's cows wad pe taking in one 
of Lord Reay's cromachs into within its pody in te inside. 
And wha will pe saying tat te Mackayi are te pettcre«t ehen- 
tlemans of te Grants in tis house? Wha wad misca' a Gor- 
don on te raws o' Strathbogie? Wba wad come into (e 
Grant's Anns Tavern and Hottle, to tell te Grant's own 
coo«ia tat te Mackay's pe te petter shentJemans ? Te Mac- 
kayi forseeth I An te stock shoult pe all like the sample she^l 
see a fine country of shentlemans forseeth ! Tat will eat~her 
neighbour's mhaita and trink him's trinks, an* teil a pawpee 
to sheathe in him's tanktt." The cooper, whose old gray eye 
had b^Tin to kindle at this speech, shrunk from the lasf sen- . 
tence. It was rather hitting him on the «ore heel. And 
moreover, the hostess of the Grant's Arms Tavern and Hotel 
was brandishing her wooden ladle in a way that gave him 
but tittle encouragement to proceed with his argument, bo 
be only turned the quid furiously in his mouth ; and, keep- 
ing his gnty malignant eye fixed m the lady of the hotd, 
uttered a kind tf low " hnrni^.'' It was fiu- mm pm> 
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Tliking that ajiy language be could have uttered. " Fat 
te deil man, will she pe aittiog grumphing like a bow at a 
pom laty in her own house ? Get out of my apodei you auld 
Irunkea plackgards/' taii the termagant lioeteas of the 
Grant's Atme, and so saying, she applied her wooden ladle 
to the cooper's bead and shoulders with very little ceremony. 
He aiuwered in Gaelic, his native tongue, and was going to 
make good bia rareat. when I desired the bosteBs to let him 
remain, as I wished to make some inquiries at him about the 
country. When he beard that, he ran by. her, cawering down 
liis bead as if expecting another hearty thwack as he passed, 
and pla£«d himself up between my chair and the wall. I 
asked him if be would take share of my beverage, and at the 
same time huided hip a qu^ich filled with good Feriutwh. 
" And py her f^th man and tat she wilt 1 — Coot health, or," 
Mud he, with hurried impatience, and drank it off; then, fix- 
ing .bis eyes on me, that- swam in tears of grateful delight, he 
added, '■ Cot plesi y<ni, man ! Ter has not te like of Ui<t.go;aB 
up ber troat for mony a pleased tay." " Aye," said the hos- 
ten, " te heat of some's troat has gart teir jtoUoms }im to 
caaaick." The cooper eyed her with apparent jealousy ; but, 
denrous to keep bis station, he only said. " Sh« never was 
peen sawing Mrs Grant tis way pefore, but her worst wort 
pe always coming out te firstj and she!s a coot kint laty after 
»U, and ua honest laty too, ur, and die has often p^en tooing 
C(N»t to me and mine." 

I conversed for some time with him about general matters, 
always banding him a little whisky between, which he drank 
heartily, and soon b^ian to get into high qiirits. 1 then in- 
quired bis name, and having heard it, I pretended to rumii 
mate, repeating the name and occupation to myself for some 
time, and at length asked if be never had a daughter called 
CHfibrd t The old man stared at mo as if his eyes would rend 
tbor sockeU, and hU head trembled w if some paralytic affeg^ 
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tioa had seized him ; but, seang that I stjll waited for an all' 
swer, he held down his head, and said, witli a deep sigh, " Och ! 
and inteed, and ioteed she had !" I asked if he knew that she 
vas still living, or what had become of her ? But before he 
answered this question, with true Highland caution he asked 
me, " Fat do you ken of my poor misfortunate pairn P" I said 
I had met with her once, in a country far away, and requested 
that he would tell me what kind of a girl she had been in her 
youth, and why she left her native* country. The old man 
was deeply affected, much more than I could hare expected, 
one of his dissipated habitg to be, and he answered me thuE, 
while the tears were dropping from his eyes: "Alas, ^asl 
my Cliffy was a fary tear pairn ; a fary pleased cood disposed 
paim as ever were peing pom ; but she lost its moter, and ten 
^e pe ill guidit, and worse advised." 

I weet weel, master, te cooper Mackay says right for 
eence ;" s^d the lady of the Grant's Arms, " for never wat 
ter ane waar eesed breed in aae kintry tan puir Cliffy. Dt 
ye ken, air, I hae seen tat auld trunken teek sitting at te fidiy 
a,' te neeght, and te peer lassick at heme wi' neither coat net 
candle, nor meat nor trink; and gaun climp climping about 
on te cassick without either stodiings or sheen. She was 
peing a kind affectionfee pmrn to him, but was eesed waor 
tan a peest. Mony's the time and afl; tat I hae said, ' Cli^ 
Mackay will either mak a speen or spill a guid born,' — and 
sae it turned out, for she was ponny, and left til hersel. But 
the vagabons that misleedit her has leeved to repent it — pless 
my heart, I wonder how he can look i' te auld cooper's face ! 
Heaven's ay jeest and rightees, and has paid'hini heme fur 
traducing ony pair man's paim — Cot pe wi' us, air, he's gaun 
ai^eet tis town, ye wad pe wae to see him — he gangs twafauld 
o'er a steeck, and I widnee gie him credit de ye ken for a pot 
of iisky. — Cot's preath gin tere [w not he jeest coming in; 
ipeak o' te teil and he'll sppear." 



This ipeedi ol the lady's of the burning Mountain had a1< 
most petrified me, which need not be wondered at, raniidering 
how much I was involved in all to which it alluded; bu^t I 
had not time either to make farther inquiries or observations, 
ere the identical Lieutenaot Colin Fraaer entered our hall, 
(the only tenable apartment that the Grant's Arms Taveni 
and Hotel contained), in a woful plight indeed. He wan 
emaciated tn skin and bone, and walked quite double, leaning 
on a staff. Never shall 1 forget hU confounded and mortified 
loo^s, when he saw the father of Clifford Mackay and me sit- 
ting in close conference together at the «ide of the fire. He 
looked as if he would have dropped down, and his very lips 
turned to a livid whiteness. He had not a word to utter, 
and none of us spoke to him ; but at last our hostess some- 
t what relieved his embarrassment by saying, " Guide'en, 
guide'en til ye, captain Frazer." " Coote'en Mustres* 
Grhaunt, coote'en. She pe fary could tay tat. Any nhews 
Mustress Grhaunt f She pe fary could tay ; fary could in- 
teed. Hoh oh oh oh — pooh pooh pooh pooh." And so saying, 
he left the Grant's Arms taster than he entered. 

" Cot bless my heart, iat ails te man ?" cried our hosteea, 
" he looks as gin he had seen te gbaist o' hu grandmither. 
Is it te auH cooper's face tat he's sae freibgit for ? Ten hi* 
kinstnence is b^uid to barm at last. Tcil tat it birst te white 
middrit o' him," 

The coojfer now eagerly took up the conversation where w« 
had left off, and inquired about his lost child ; and when 1. 
told him that she was well, and happy, and married to a rich 
man that doted on lier ; that slie was the mother of a fine 
boy, and lived in better style than any lady in InveriMss, he 
seized my hand, and, pressing it between his, wet it with a 
flood of tears ; showering all the while his blessings on me, 
on his Cliff'y, her husband, and child promiscuously. I was 
greatly affected ; for, to say tlie truth, I had felt, ever since we 
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farted, a hmkering affection for Cl)fibrd,4nch ai I never had 
for any human being but hendf ; yet bo inconnstent iFcre all 
my feelingv, that the impression she made on iny heart, when 
I did not know who she was, Btill remained uppermoat, keeping 
all the intimacy aad endearments that had pasted between tu 
in the shade ; aad I found myself deeply interested in the i^d 
drunlien cooper on her account. Being likewise wrought up 
by the Highland whisky to high and genenme seDtimentg, I 
made the cooper a present of ten guineas in his danghtei^e 
name, assuring him, at the same time, that I would see the 
same sum paid to him every year. 

The lady of the burning Mount^n now bostled about, and 
fearing that the cooper " waduee hae been birsteo wi* his 
meltith," as she termed it, made him a bowl of wretched tea, 
and her whole behariour to him underwent a radical change. 
I rather repented of this donation ; for my finances could but 
ill afford it ; and I dreaded that the lady of the Grant's Arms 
Tarem and Hotel would soon get it all. However, I did not 
tliink of keeping my word with regard to the succeeding yean. 

It was the middle of winter when I arrived in Edinburgh ; 
and, owing to the fatigue I had undergone, 1 was affected with 
a scorbutic compliunt, and my wounds became very trouble- 
some. This had the effect of getting me established on the 
half pay list, and I remained totally idle in Edinburgh for 
the space of three years. During that time I courted and 
dangled after seventeen different ladies, that had, or at least 
were reported to have, lai^ fortunes ; for the greater part of 
such fortunes amount to nothing more than a report. I was 
at one time paying my addresses to four, with all the ardour I 
was master of j however, 1 did not get any of them; and living 
became very hard, so that I was often driven to my last shiiit 
for a dinner, and to keep appearances somewhat fair. 

I had my lodgings from a tailor in Nicolson Street, who 
lupplied mt with clothes, and with him I soon fell deep in 



' BASIL LBE. 85 

ddit; but I took care to keep in most coidial tenu vith his 
■mite, wbxb hdped ma on a good deal. When my rautU pay 
came in, I went asd pud up my grocers in part, and tlma 
procured a Utile credit fer anothv season, till I could find a 
&ir pretence of bdng called away on some «adden terrice, and 
leaving than all in the lurch. Those who imagine that a 
hal£-pay.<)ffiGer lives a life of caretesmess and ease, are widely 
mistaken ; there is no business diat I know o£ tliat requires bo 
mucli dexterity and exertion. Things were coming to a crisis 
with me, and I saw the time &st approaching when Edin- 
bui^, and NicolsMi Street in particular, would be too hot for 
my readence. The forage, besides, had completely ^led, bo 
that there was an ahsc^e necesuty for shifting head quarters, 
but how to accomplish that was the next great concern. 

" A wife I most hare !" said I to myaelf, " either with more 
or less money, dse my credit u gone for ever ;" and in order 
to attun this honourable connexion, never did man court 
with such fervour as I did at this time. My pasuon of love 
rose to tlie highest posdble pitch, and I told several ladies, 
both old and young ones, that it was impossible I could live 
without them. This was very true, but there's a kind of cold- 
ness about the idea of half-pay, that the devil himself cannot ' 
warm. They remained unmoved, and took their own way, 
suffering me to take mine. There was, however, one good 
thing attending these attacks. Whenever any of the besieged 
were invited to tea, I was sure to be invited too by tfaeir gos- 
sips ; and ^ther with those who invited me, or with such as 
I conducted home, I generally contrived to lany tapper. We 
are the most usefoJ and convenient of all men for evening par- 
ties where not much is going, but worthy citizens seldom 
choose men of our calibre for their dinner companions. 

I vae right hard beset now, and at length was obliged to 
make a great fuss, and tell my landlady that my father was 
dead, (this was the truth, only he had died four years before,) 
H 
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and that I was obliged to go to tbe ootintry to attmid the 
funeral, at which I would require all the ready money 1 bad; 
but OD windbg up his affairs I would be enabled to settle 
every thing ; and then embracing the lady of the needle, I 
bade her adieu for a few meikt with much apparent T^;TCt. 

Straightway I made for my brother's house in Lammer 
Moor, aud resolved to stay there a while at free quarters until 
my pay ran up ; but though my brother was civil, ' he was no 
more— he was in easy, but not affluent drcumstances, and 
had a rising Jamily to pronde for, and I eauly percdved that 
I was not a very welcome guest. My sister-in-law, in parti- 
cular, took little pains to conceal her disapprobation, and often 
let me overhear things not a little mortifying. Nevertheless 
I tcpt my ground agaiust evtiy opposition, until found out 
by my iriend, the tailop; who, having learned that I had not 
been telling his wife the genuine truth, threatened me with a 
prosecution for the recovery of the sums I owed him. Others 
followed his example, and there was no more peace for me 
there. 

I returned to Edinburgh as privately as posuble, and took 
lodgings in a place called Camibber's Close, from which I never 
emerged during the day, but continued still to attend the 
evening parties of my friends the old ra^ds, as weD as those fiS 
jointured widows. There was a Mrs Rae in Argyle Square, 
with whom ) formed a chance acquaintance on my first ajri- 
vai from America, that had constantly taken an interest in my 
ailairs of gallantry, thongh I took care not to inform her of one 
half of them. She was an intolerable gossip— ofiicious in ev- 
ery one's concerns, and particularly fond of match-making; but 
seemed to enter into my views and character wonderfiilly well. 
It was under the patronage of this illustrious dame that I was 
first introduced to the house'of Dr Robertson, a gentleman 
who had acquired a considerable fortune in the East, and had 
an only sister, a maiden lady about forty, who lived with him. 
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Mn Rae gxve me tb* exact yearly nim lettled by die Doctor 
oa this My, with the aMurance that «he was hU sole hdr j 
and with thU fine pnxpect, I detennined on commendng a 
matrintoiiial attack on the dame at once. I did m> ; and had 
all the tmxtm that the inoet smguioe lover could denre. By 
the a«uctaiH» of Mrs Rae^ the matter was brought to bear iu 
the coone of one moothL duriog^ which time I had nerer seen 
my destined bride, rare two or three times always by caudle 
light. Her appearance was not at all amiis ; hut there wag'a 
cold stu[nd iueentibility in her looks, and in every thing; that 
*be «ud or did, ^at I dialtked exceediog-ly ; and notwithstaod- 
ing the engagements I had entered into, every time that I saw 
her I disliked her t}ie more; so that when the day appointed 
tor our miptials arrived, I was never once thinking of pcr- 
fonmng these eugagemeota, but laying a plan bow to get them 
broken 08 i whoi, behold a simple and natural incident oc- 
curred, which determined my choice — a caption of horning was 
civilly pat into my hand by a meEseoger at arms. I had no 
other resource, so I vent away and gave my hand to the lady, 
and recdved hers in return, and ve were joined in the holy 
paads of wedlock to enjoy all the happiness ima^able. I did 
not much relish the joke, and had almost resolved in my own 
raiud that I would not go to bed- with her; but it so chanc- 
ed, that in «ideav4tunug to keep up my spirits, I became so 
drunk, that my jovial companions were obliged to undress, 
and carry me to bed ; and I never knew where my head lay, 
nn61 the next day that I was awakened by the bride rising 
to leave me- I could not recollect in the world where I was, 
Dtv-who the beautiful dame was that was dressing at my bed- 
lide; and, raising my dmmbly head, I uttered some incohe- 
rent sentenpea, to which my helpmate deigned no reply, but 
" stately strode away." 

I Mattel^ camQ to my recollection by degrees, and as a man 
u alwaj^ unh^{Fy and irritaUe after drinking to extremity. 
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I cannot describe how d^raded and miserable I felt The 
first reMluti<H] I made, wu to cut my throat, and thereby to 
end all my cares, and griefs, and wrrom at once ! and m wdl 
pleased was I with the hen^c prcgect, that I slafgered orcr 
the bed to look for Mme extremely sharp inttnunHit where* 
with to put my design in execution. But coming first to a 
jug of cold water that stood on the baiin-stand, I lifted it with 
unsteady band. " H.ae'» to you captun, and a pleanut joni^ 
ney," said I whimpering, and drank the beverage almost to 
the bottom. I then stood hanging my head in deep medit** 
tjon for Bome time, always reeling first to tJie one ude u>d 
then to the other. 

In this space of silent contemplation, it had struck me that 
drowning would be much better, as well as more handsome 
and genteel ; and besides, imtead of experiencing any pain by 
bnng thrown into the water, I felt from the heat of my body, 
that it would be excesuvely delightfitl. " Captain," iiud | 
to myself, " just consider captiun, how it would look—to hare 
all that fine bed — and sheets — and curttuns— «nd carpel—) 
all drenched with blood ? — shocking ! — shoclring ! — shocking ! 
The other plan is &r preferable!" At this moment, happen* 
Ing to turn round my eyes, I caught a glimpse of myself in a 
mirror, which made such aa impression on me, that it riret- 
ted me to the spot, and the position, for timost a quarter <tf 
an hour. Nothing could be so truly grotesque. I shall nere^ 
forget it. There was I standing with looks of the most stupid 
inebriety, in an attitude intended for one of mature ddiber^ 
tion ; my right fere-finger pressed on the hollow of my left 
hand, and my head bowed down with a wise cast to one ude; 
my features the while screwed into groups of the most demure 
and pmnted calculation, and all to dedde on the superior ad- 
Tantagea of drowning to the cutting of one's throat. 

In the course of a walk which I took down towards the sea 
to settle the matter, my blood and spirits again grew cdm. 
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Moi B&er *11 die itjammg I eouUl make on both ndee, it ap- 
pearad that it was at least as prudent a course tliat I bad 
takenj at any otlier of which I had the option ; so I deter- 
mined to be reconciled to my bride, and make an apdogy.. 

Well ; the Doctor's bouse being in St James's court, I per- 
niaded ray charmer to take a walk with me oa the Castle 
l^ill, and as soon as I got her iwrly by bereel^ I be^a to 
dewant, in g^meral terms, on the indecorous and hateful crime 
of drunkennen, intending to end it with a humble apology 
lor the miatake I had &llen into, and the insult I had com- 
Butted: but, to my utonishmeut, my wift cut me short by a 
pmud diaapproTing stare, and some most pointed words which 
i oould not rannprehend ; so I judged it as good to I^t the. 
matter drop. Now the plain truth of the matter, as I after- 
wards leaned, vas this : that on the bridal night my belov- 
ed glanced to be fiilly as muck inebriated as I was ; hut only, 
having tbe advantage of me in going earlier to bed, she awak- 
ened first; but without knowing of any thing that had parsed 
.during tbe night, either that she had had a drunken Ipride- 
gnwm, or any bridegroom wbaisoever by her side. 

I had wondered bow the Doctor, who seemed a judicious 
■ensible man, bad been so willing to part with the lady ; and 
tliat, without either requiring any settlement on my part, or 
even dagmng to make any inquiry into my circumstances. 
But it waa ^ttle wondei that he was glad to get quit of her ; 
for in a few days I fimnd that she was addicted to tlie drink- 
ing of ardent spirits, to a degree that no conuderation could 
.Ci»|tFol. I went to him and told him of it. He said his sis- 
ter was tar from being a habitual drunkard, but she was sub- 
ject to a stomach ^complaint that often induced her to take 
more s^riu than die was the better of— that I had it, how- 
ever, ID my powet to restrain her, by carefully locking up 
CVfli^ dnp of spirits wHhiu my dow; and this he cfaarged 
H,2 
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me to do puoctuaOf, iMuring me thM tfce im toft vrad of • 

lady to drink any vlrne die bat in her own b«iac 

I promiud that I veuM ; and, going bone, I locked vf 
every ikmg, uid pot tbe keyi into my dedf. CoBtiwr U 
my expectfttioa, my helpnate made no remomtrance. Sht 
had foxxind my dengn, and retcdved to he even wttli me. 
In the coune <tf two days I nuMd the key d a cktet, in whitb 
I had a hogshead of brandy lodud np ; and the next iaj 
agun it was put upon the rii^ with the rest SnipecttngtliM 
Bbe bad been getting one made, I lud nothing about it^ but 
nwdved to watch her motions. It was nmch wmm tiian -I 
expected. Before erening she was in sndi a etate that her 
old m^ ierrant daired she Bii|^t not be dlrtnrbed, for that 
the was taken suddenly ill. Of course I kept away foom her, 
and slept by myself; but in spite <tf all her maid's exertioae 
to retbntn her, I heard pet at one dme raring and speaking 
the most extravagant nonsense, at another unging, and thm 
again thumping the bed-clothes with her hands, and 8CreaB»- 
ing p oonvuMoDs of laughter. Though I liked my ghus as 
well as any man, I could not help aUtoiring and despisii^ 
my helpmate dov ; and, as the best revenge I could get mi 
her, I thought ,1 would humour her, and suffer her to enjoy 
her glorious discovery. The door of the doeet where the 
Inrandy was depodted was within two steps of htr bed-head, 
and from the time die became mistress of the seci^ key, she 
never Ml her (Camber, but kept liersdf night and day in s 
state of delirium. The Doctor, her broAer, came to see her, 
and UHA me he believed she had been drinking spirits ; and, 
considering the hi^ fever she was in, it was death to her. 
I sud it was impoanUe ; and, taking the keys from my dedc, 
I opened every press and doaet in the house where liquwe 
were deposited, not foi^ttiog the closet tlttft conUsned my 
wife's hidden treasure. He diook Ins head, and laid ke (M 
not know what to moke of iL 
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Vnm t)ie time tint die foani hoielf virtreH of tlui bogs* 
humi of bnudf iho never tatted neat ; mud grevr every day 
taan iate&t on tke sparits, till at the last die grew TtHwaoody 
■lad M tben ; and not to dvcll longer on this dingreeaUe 
•ulgect, in three vseki and tiro dayi Ennn the commence* 
ment' t4 her drinkingr camptl^, she fairiy drank bendT ta 
death ; and tlnu waa I deprived of tny wife, and a gnat put 
of my eait of l»uidy bedde. 

I fcnind myself m a curiflua ntnatim now. Nme of my 
fermer debt* had been diacha^ed ; bat, my crt£t hantf 
twen eataUiahed by my maniage, they had no more been ia^ 
risted on. I had never received a farthing ^ my irifi^a for* 
tone, save nqy household furBitore, whic^ indeed waa ooatly 
and el^ant. No l^ial amtract had been made, and I tsmod 
myaelf little the better of my rich and shOTt-liTed oonnenm. 
My creditois again began to teaie me — I aidd part of ray 
fiinitare, and at length a^>Ued to Dr Sobertion, by letter, 
tot my wife's perMmal fortune. He answered me by statii^', 
that since the death of hia parenU hia nater had been solely 
dependant on him— ^at he did intend . to bare settled his 
whfrie prt^ierty on her, and her heirs, had die lived ; but 
Aat since Hsaven had decreed it otherwise, he had no ftrtber 
concern with me, not being satirfed that I bad beJiarcd to 
hia ^ter exactly as I ought to have dtme. ' 

I now wUied with all my heart that my wife and cask of 
Imuidy bad been boA forthcoming, bad as die was ; fcr here 
was I again reduced to my miaerable hatf-pay, and all its 
cmctRnitant evils, shifts, and privations, and was tAligcd to 
betake myself to fbrtune-hooting again, the great buaineeB 
of a half-pay officer's life. I might atOl have been said to be 
in my ^nime, athletic and healthy; and eertiuBly might 
have thrivei In Ae afifectiona of the bir aa well as most 
heroea ef ihe moiety. But I was in thu as in all things else, 
"unstable as water, and could noiexceL" I never could stick 
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I)f one, nor two, bot time, nor any given imndwi'. I v^ u 
fpacni l«Ter, and m general a vooer; and if I ro^t be vi* 
lowed to judge from appearanco, whidi no mancugbt to do, 
even on deciding' on the quality of an oysto, I wa» rather a 
general &vouiite. The benevolent old mud* brightened up 
at my approach, and the bouncing widoVs a^usted their ker- 
titith and cockanoniea, taking care tkat 1 should not miss 
seeing thrar beautiiully turned snni, fiiet, and ancles, and 
left the rest to providence — The blooming muds curttied 
and bliuhed, and every thing' looked well. But after all, 
J found that the ladies uniformly view a balf-pay officer in 
^e same light with a tailor ; and, let them reason an they 
wiU, th^ look on him only as half a man; while all the 
tame these very excellent fellows think of nothing else, and 
talk of nothing else, save their fiur ingrates, and the amount 
of their fortuaea. 

It ii highly, afamrd in ladies, if they want a husband, to be 
shy with a half-pay officer. I have known many of them, 
who would have been very g1^ to hare had such and such 
.ladies, and I knew well that these would as gladly have had 
them ; yet these same ladies stood out, and grew gray in the 
service, imd died as they had lived, in sincere repentance. 
They need never thmk that the eons of the moiety care a iur- 
tlung for their persons, or hare any leisure for constancy, 
.or the most distant thonghta of puch a thing ; and as it b al- 
vrxy* a creditaUe match for a jointured widow or old maid, 
diere is nothmg like striking while the iron is hot with such 
mm. But should the ladies presume to differ from one who 
' has had so much experience, and pretend tliat they do not 
think such hasbands would be a ci^it to them, Iwould answer, 
that they are surely more creditable than none. If ever a 
soldin is seen dao^ng after what he denominates a ".,d-~d 
fine wmnan," who has no fortune, be sure it is for any otiier 
purpose than marria^. It is indeed mostly with the mar. 
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lied women tbat are beautiful diat &ey carry on Uietr amonn, 
that no siich idea as that of marriage may have tlie efaance of. 
\taBg entertiiiiied, and witli the rich and ngjy that their ma> 
trimoni^ connexionB tunally succeed. As I spealc troat hard 
experience, and confbn all my necemities freely, none of my 
Ao^ brethren can poaaiUy lake it amias. 

For the space of two years my exertions continued without 
any abatement, and with as little success, but without a single 
adrenture that is worth recording:. 1 oAen dressed in full 
unifium, and went round to all my sweetjiearls in one day, 
pntasdog my Tiolent attachment to each of them, and 
heggaag permisdon to ask diem of their friends or guardians ; 
but owing to the absurd custotns among the bir, and the 
equirocal answers they gave me, the day of bliss was always 
postponed, though '* it was a coDsummation devoutly to be 
wished." 

I saw that there would be no end of aU my labours ; and, 
owing to my thriftless and liberal manner of liring, my diffi> 
cnlties increased to a degree that could no longer be withstood. 

I tber^nv was obliged to ^>ply once more to my old fii«)d, 
Mrs jtae, notwithstanding the manner in which die had noos- 
ed me before. She had one in h^ eye ready for me ; a rich 
widow, and a worthy excellent woman, rather weO looked— so 
she described her ; and shortly after I was introduced. In- 
stead of finding b» well looked, dte was so ugly I could 
scarcely bear to lode at her. She had gray eyes, shrivelled 
cheeks, a red noee, and a considerable, beard ; but every thing 
about the bouse had the appearance of plenty, cleanliaess, and 
comfint ; matters that wnghed mightily with one in my dta> 
ation ; so I was obliged to ask her in marnage, and by thp 
belp of Mn Rae, soon overcame all scruples on the part of my 
bir lady of die mustachki, who seemed quite oveijoyed at the 
prospect of getting sueh a husband. Our interriews of love 
were ludicrous beyond any scene ever witnessed. Had any 
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one leen how ehe ogieA, he w<ou]d bare qilit Ub aides with 
laughter. Her ihm I^h wgk iqueesed into a tanguuhing 
unite, her gray eyet kM; aod aquintifig^y turned on me, and 
the hairs of faer beard mored with * bind «f mtiBCular motioa 
like the whiBkera of a cat. Tbougti my stomiidb was like to 
turn at tiaa display of the tender pwaioo, I waa obliged to oj^le 
aj;ain, and press ber to name a day, whereon I wa« to be made 
the happiest at men ? 

Ob! c^>tain, c^t»n; you arc a hiod, dear, delightful 
man !" exclaimed ibe, " you bare stole away my tender heart, 
and I can no loo^Joratand your opporlnMiiie*. Well then, 
since you will have it so, let it be at Christmas, when the days 
are short. Ob ! capt^ !" and sayiogr so, die squeezed my 
hand in both ben, and liAad up her voice and wept. 

The thing that i^eased ma best in this interview was the 
receipt of flOO frcm my now affianced bride to prepwe for 
llie wedding, which relieved me a good deal ; to that when 
puistmas came, I was in no hurry for the marriage, but con> 
trived to put it cS frton day to day. I had a strong impres- 
sion on my mind that die event was never to iiaf^ien, though 
I could divine nothing that was likely to [wevent it ; but to 
confident was I of this, that I went on fearlessly till the very 
last day of my liberty. I bad that day, after siuiog two hours 
over my break&ft, Uirtwn myself intoui easy chair in a fit of 
despondence, and was ruminaUng on all the cfaequo^ sc^ea 
of my past life, and what was likely to be my future fate with 
this my whiskered epowB.- " Pity me ! O ye ppwere of love, 
pity me !" I exdairaed, and stretched myself back in one of 
^ose silent agonies whidi r^ret will sometimes shed over tlie 
jnost careless and diuipated mind. I saw I was gcing to place 
juyself in a situatdtm in which I would drag out aa existence, 
.widiout having one person in the world that cared fiir me, 
or one that I loved and could be kind to. The prospect of 
ntch ^ life of lelfisbness and insignificancy my heart could nQt 



BASIL LEE. 95 

brook ; and aertr in my nfe liBd I experience such bitterneu 
of heart 

While leaatng in this languid and eoiTowful guise, &nd just 
vrfaen my grief wai at the height, I heard a tap at the door. 
It was too gentle and timid to be that of a bailiff or creditnr, 
and therefore I t<KJc it to be a (itill more unwelcome) messen- 
ger of love, or perhf^ the dame i^ the niaRtachio and malm* 
sey nose herself. I Btrained my oi^na of hearing to catdi the 
Bounds of her disagreeable yoke — I beard it — that h, I heard 
a female voice on the landing-place, and 1 knew it could be 
no other ; and, thou^^ I had pledged myself to lead my life 
with her, my blood revolted fnaa this one private intervietr, 
and I sat up in my seat h^ enraged. The servant opened the 
door in the quick abrupt manner in which these impertinent 
rascals always do It. " A lady wishes to speak with you, ur." 
" Cannot you show her in then, and be d — d to you ?" He did 
so ; and there entered—Oh Heaves! not my disastrous dame, 
but the moBt lovely, angelic, and splendid creature 1 had ever 
-seen, who was leading by the hand a comely boy about seven 
year8ofage,dreiisedlikeaprince. My eyes were dazzled; and 
my senses so wholly confounded, that I could not speaka word; 
but, riting from my seat, I made her a low respectfiil bow. 
This she did not deign to return, but, coming slowly up to 
me, and looking me full in the face, she stretched out her 
beautifbl hand. " So then I hare found you out at last," 
mid she, taking my unresisting band in hen. It was Clifibrd 
Mackayi " My detu- Cliflbrd 1 My angel, my jweserver," 
said I, " Is it you?" and taking her in my arms, I placed her 
on my knees in the easy chair, and kissed her lips, her cheek, 
and chin, a thousand times in raptures of the most heartfdt 
delight, till even the little boy, her only son, wept with jny 
At seeing our happinecs. ' Her husband had died, and left this 
her only son heir to aJt his wealth, the interest of which was 
solely at her disposal as long as her son was a minor, for the 
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purpose of bis educatioD ; and when he became of age she 
vas to hare £100 a year aa long at she lived. As soon ai ebe 
found herself in these circumDtancet, she determined to find 
me out, and share it with me, to whatever put <^ the world 
I had retired, and in whatevw oonditioD of life At found me, 
whether married or unmairied. Witli tbis intent, she told 
tlie other guardiaas of her wmi's property, that she intended 
gmng into Scotland, to live for a time wiUi her reladona in 
that country, and to orarlof^ the education of her son, whom 
the was goiuf to place at the seminaries there. They spptoy^ 
ed highly of the plan, and fomidied her with every means of 
carrying it bto execution ; and she having once got a letter 
from me dated fnHB Edinburgh, as from her brother, she caine 
stnugfat thither, and heard of me at tmce by applying at the 
office of the army agent 

I told her of my engagement, and of my determination to 
bredc it off, and make hCr my lawfril wife; and she in return 
acknowledged frankly, that such a coonezion was what <^ all 
things in the woHd she most wished, if I could do ao with h(w- 
our ; but she added, that were I married a thousand' times it 
could not diminl^ her interest in me one whit. I assured 
her there was no fear of getting free oi my beloved, and ntting 
down I wrote a letter to her, stating the imposntnlity (^ my 
fulfilling my engagements with her, as the wife of my youth, 
whom 1 bad lost among tbe savages of America more than 
seven years ago, and' had long given up all hopes of ever see- 
ing again, had found heT way to this country with my child, 
to claim her rights, which my conscience would not suffer me 
td deny ; and that she had arrived at my bouse, and was at 
diat very time utting with me at the same table. 

This intelligence put my gentle bride quite beside herself; 
for the short days, and \{mg wearisome nights of Christmas 
had already arrived, and she found that her prospects as well 
as mine were entirdy changed. She wept, nved, tore her 
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bau-, and-abuBed me— threatened mc with a pmwciitioo, sod 
dim {ell into hyiterks. Shewu soon i^r married to a 
brave old vetenn, who hid Iwt a. lirab, and seen many mi»< 
fortante; x match that was brought aboBt by the indetattg- 
aUe Hn Rae, and for any &ing that I ever beardtunied out 
well enough. , 

OaSmd imd I were rogulariy marriedj and hare now lired 
tcfether dghteen yean a* tnaa and wife, and I have always 
foDod her a kind, faithfnl, and good^nafured companum. It 
is true we hjtte lived rather a diegipated, confused, irregular ' 
aort of life, sueh as might haVe been expected from- the na- . 
tore of our fint connexion ; bnt thU has been wholly owing 
to my aoquired babitS] and not to any tnai in her disposi- 
tion towards such a life.- She nerer controlled me in any 
one thing; and her mind was bo soft and gentle, that it was 
like melted wax, and took the iBii««rioD at once of the com- 
|Aiiy with which it OMociat^, We lived in affluence till the 
time that her son became >pCag«> hut since that -period we 
fieel ft good deal of privation, although our wants are mostly 
Mrtlftdal ; and I believe I have toved her better than I coold 
bave loved any ol^er, and as well as my untitud mind was 
capable of loving any one. 

These Last eighteen years of my life have bfeen so regulu-, 
or rather so Ufiifrnmly irregular, that the dor test mcmonuidum 
of them that I could draw up, would be flat and unprofitable. 
There has been nothing varied in them— nothing animating; 
and I am wearing down to the grave, sensible of having spent 
a long life <tf insignificance, productive of no rational happiness 
to myself, nor benefit to my fellow -creatures. From these re- 
flecdons have I been induced to write out this memoir. The 
eserciie has served to amuse mc, and may be a source of 
amusement as well as instruction to others. From the whole 
of the nurative, these moral axioms may be drawn : That 
without steadiness in a profession, success in life need not be 
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expected; and without steadinecs of principle, ve fun^ our 
happiness both here and hereafter. It may be deemed by 
some, that I hare treated female imprudence with too gnat a 
degree of levity, and represented it as prodDcibleofconeequeB' 
ces that it does not deeerre ; but in this, I am only blaraeable 
in having adhered to the simple truth. Besides, I would 
gladly combat the ungenffious and cruel belief, that wlien a 
female once stepa aside from the paths of rectitude, she is lost 
for erer. Nothing can be more ungradous than this ; yet to 
act conformably with such a Bentimeot, is common in the 
manners of this volatile >g«, aa notorious for its laxity of mar- 
als as for its faW delicacy. Never yet was there a young fe- 
male seduced from the paths of virtue, who did not grievous- 
ly repent, and who woi^d jiot gladly have returned, had an 
opportunity offered, or had even a possibility been left. How 
cruel then to shut the only door, on the regiuuing of which 
the eternal happiness or misery of el fellow^creatare depends. 
J have known many who were timeously snatched from error, 
befoie their miads were corrupted, which is not the work of 
a day; and who turned out characters more exemplary for 
virtue and every good quality, than in all likelihood they 
H'ould have been, had no such misfortune ItefoUen them. 
" The rainbow's lovely in the eastern cloud, , 

The rose is beauteous on the bended thorn ; 
Sweet is the erenlng ray from purple shroud. 
And sweet the orient blushes of the mom ; 
Sweeler than all the beauties which adorn 

The female form in youth and maiden bloran ! 
Oh ! why should passion ever man euboni 
To work the sweetest liover of nature's doom. 
And cast o'er all her joys a veil of cheerless gloom ! 
" Oh fragile floiver ! that blossoms but to fade ! — 
One slip recovery or recall defies !— 



Thou walk'st the dizzy verge with steps unstaid. 
Fair as the habitants of yonder skies I 
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Like them tlioa &Ile8t oertir more to rise ! 

Oh fra^e flower ! for thee iny Iwart's in pain !— 
Haply a vorld is liid from mortal eye«. 
When thou may'iit imile in purity ag^n, 
And Hliiae in virgin bloom that ever shall remain." 
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This tale, which may be depended on a« In every part tru^ k 
nngular, fiw the cii-cutnitance of ita being insolvabte either 
from the &cta thai havebeen di«covert<I relating to it, or by 
-rauon : far itifiigh qvents aomelitne* -amir among mankind, 
which at the time leem iMxplieaUej fet, tliere Wing alwaya 
«ome indlriduala sC4)iaUted with the fHim^ry eausea of tho«e 
-events, they seldom fiiil of being bnwght to light before all the 
.actors in thebk, or their t»n£danie, Eire remoTcd from this stale , 
of eodBtenoe. But the cauwb iriiich produced the events here 
related, have never beeo abcoun'ted for in thil world; even 
finjecture is left tj^ wander ioik^byriuth, unable to get hoM 
' of the liiread that leads to ih^ cataatMj^e, 

Mr Bell waa a gentleman of Annandate, tqi Dumfrie^r^ire, 
in the saiith of Scotland, the proprietor ofa considerable estate 
in thM district, part of which he occupied himself. He tost 
his father when he was aa infantj and hia- mother dying when 
he was«bout 20 years of age, left him the sole proprietor of 
the eidate, berides a brgesam trf money at interest, fer whidi 
be was indebted, in a great ineaGure, to his mother's part^- 
mony during fiis minority. His person wae lall, comely, and 
athletic, and hts wbofe delight was in warlike and violent es- 
erdses. He was the best horseman asd marksman in the 
county, and valued himself particularly iqxm his Jctll in the 
broad sword exercise. Of tfaw he oflen boasted aloud, and 
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regretted that Aere was i>ot one ut the coiutty whose j/nwat 

waa in wme degree equal to Iiu own. 

In the autuniD of 1745, after being for Mrenl days bunly 

and ulently employed in prquuing fin- hit journey, he^left hia 

' own house and went for Edinbur^, f^ving, at the nine time, 

such directions to hia «errant«, as indicated his intention f)t 

being absent for some time. 

A few days aAer he had left his home, in the niorning', 
while hia house-keeper vas putting the house in order for the 
day, her matter, as she thought, entered by the kitchen door, 
the otho- being bolted^ and pasud her in the/oiddle of 1^ 
data, n/was buttoned in hiB great ooat, which was the ama 
he had on when he.wmt from hotne; he likewiae had the 
■aiae hat on hia bead, and the same whip in his hand, viaA 
he took with him. At sight of him die uttered a shiidc, bst 
reoorering her swprise, inataatly said to him, " You have not 
stud so long frtHU u^ Sir." He made no rcfdy, Imt went snk 
lenly into his own loma, without throwing off hit great oaaL 
After a pause of about fire Binutea, she followed him into the 
room — he was standing at Us desk widi his hack towards hflr 
..Hihe asked him if be wi^ed to hare ^6re kindled? and 
afterwards if he was Well enough ? bnt he still nude no reply 
to any of these questitms. She was asttmished, and returned 
into the kitcften. After tarrying about other five minutes, he 
went out at the frimt dow, it being then open, and walked 
deliber^ely towards the buik of the rircr Kinnel, which waa 
deep a»d wooded, and in diat he vanished bom her n^t. 
The woman ran out m the utmost coniteraatioD to aisqualnt 
Jhe men who were serrMtabehmgingio the house; and etna- 
ing to one of the |dou^umen, she told him that their nMa 
waa catot home, and had certainly lost his reastm, for that he 
was wandering about the house and would not qieak. The 
man loosed his hors» frran the plough and came home, lutm- 
ed to the woman's relatmn, made ho- repeat it again and again. 
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and Aen asaured her that ibe-wM iwiag, for their master'B 
hone wan oot in the staUe, and of coone he could not be come 
]iOBie.~-However, aa she peruited in her aHereration with 
every appeanmce of siuceritf, he weot mto die finn to see 
what was become of hia mysteriiDiu master. He wa» neidier 
to be seen nor heard of in all the country !->Jt mu then con* 
eluded tliat the hoiue-keeper bad teen an a{^>aritioD, and ibitt 
wnnething had b^Uen^diar master; bat on ooniulttng' with 
aometdd peeple, EJiilledin those mattere, diey learned, that 
when »tvraiih, or t^paritioDof a Urinfrpersoti t^^euedvbQe 
the sun was ap, inatead of beinj^ a prelude (tf instant dcathj it 
progaoi\iexteA reiy lolig; life : and, 'moreoTW, that it could ttot 
pOsSihly be a gbMt tliat die bad seen, for they always cfaoee 
the night scaMHi formaldng th^ visits. In aiuaX, though it 
wa« tlte general topie of coarersatiiiii am<mg the semmts, and 
the people In their vicuiity, no reasonable conclusion could be 
formed on tbe Mtfaject 

The most probable conjecture was, that as Mr Bdl was 
-known to be W> fond of ai>mi, and had left his home on the reiy 
day th)d prince Charles Stuart itnd his Highlaadera defeated 
Genentl Hawleyon Fidkirkmoor, hehadgone.eitherwithbim 
or the Duke of Cumberland to the north. It wa«, however, 
afterwards ascertMned, that he had never joined any of the 
amies. Week come after week, and month after montii, but 
no word of Mr Belt A female cousin was hia nearest living 
relation; her husband took the maiugemeat of hisafiain; 
sud, concluding that behad either joined the array, or drown- 
ed himself in tbe Kinnel, when he was seen go into the linn^ 
made no more inquiries after hun. 

About this very time, a respectable farmer, whose surname 
was M'MUlan, and whorcaided m the neighbourhood of Mus^ 
gelburgh, ba|q>eaed to, be in Edinbu^b about aoue toiNneu. 
In the evening he called upon a friend, wtto lived near Holj~ 
rood-house; and being seized with an indispotition, they fet- 
1 % 
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■wded him to tarrf iridi tbem all night. About tfas nIdAe 
of die night he grew ejiate&igij ill, tod not baine: aUe to find 
any rett or ene in hi« bed, UBigiDcd be would be the bettor at 
• walk. He put on iut dotheg, and that he might not di»- 
tnrb the fitmily, dipped qnietly oat at the bodr d«or, and 
walked in St Anthonj^t garden bclimd the hou«e. The 
Koon ahone to bright, &xt it waa almoat aa light «i no(m- 
day, hnd be had.acaroely taken a ungle turn, ondl be nw a 
tall man enter frran the other aide, buttoned in a drah-ecdam^ 
cd great coM. It to hiqiiMood, that at that tine H'Millwi 
stood in the ihadow of At wall, aid psrcdnng that die 
•tranger did not ohaerre him, a thought ttmck him that it 
would not be amin to keep himielf omosaled; that he might 
aee what the man was g^ng to be about. He walked back- 
ward* and fbrvBida fw tome time in aj^taieBt impatience, 
lookii^ at hia watch every miaute, until at length another 
man came in by the Bame way, butt<med likewiae in A great 
oeat, and having a bonnet on hiB bead. He was remarkably 
■tout made, bwt coiuidtntbly lower in Btstnre than the other. 
TlieyexehaDgedoDlyanog4«v«rd; then tnmmg both idiout, 
tliey threw (^ thrir gi«at coate, drew their aworda, and btgan 
« moit desperate and wdl conteitad combat. 
' The tall gentleman appeared to have the advantage. He 
conua^y gained ground on the other, and drore him half 
wmsead the diviiion oftbe gardeu in which'they fought Eadi 
ctfdUBn atrove to fight with bia beck towards the mooD, lo 
dtatdiemisht shine full in the fitce of his oj^Mnmlj aad 
many rapid wheels were made for the purpose of gaining thia 
poattion. The engagemwt was long and obetinate, and by 
ihe detente thrusts that were frequentiy ^ned on both aids, 
it -was evident that they meant one anothn's destmctloB. 
They came at length widnn a few yards of the ]dace where 
M'Millui still stood concealed. They were both oat <rf hva^, 
and St that instant « mall doud chancing to over-shadow 
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tbe moon. One of tliem calUd . out, " HtAi, we can^t wK."— 
Tbey imcorered tbdr heaa»— wiped thnr bcM— «nd ■• looo 
M the moon emerged from tbe cloud, each raumed tusgnxd.. 
SoFcJ; that wu an awful puue I and ihort, indeed, wu die 
stage between it and eternity with the one ! The tall gentle' 
man made a km^e at the o^er, who panied and ratnnicd it; 
and w tbe former spraag bode to arad dte thnut, hn jbot 
■lijqted, and he BtnmUed forward toward his antagonii^ who 
dexteroiuly met hn toeatt in the &11 with the point of hit 
sword, and ran him through the body. He made only one 
Adde QonndBtre itruf^jfe, aa if attempting to riae, and exjHre^ 
almoBt inrtantaneoQiJy. 

Mldillan was petrified with honor ; but conoriring him- 
*elf to be in a perilous atnatioD, having Bfa^en out of tiie houw 
at that dead hour of the night; he had so much iM«ence <tf 
mind as to hdd his peace, and to keep from interftrmg in 
the sinalkrt degm. 

The surviving combatant wiped his sword wiUi great ctniw 
pomre j — put on Iris bonnet— covered the body with me of 
the grert coats— took up A% other, and depwted ; M 'Millau 
retonud quietly to his chambo- widiout awiUiening any of Ae 
funily. Hii pains were gooe; but his mind was shocked and 
exceedingly perturbed ; and after ddiberating until morning, 
be detorained to say nothing at the matter ; and to make no 
living mature acquainted with what he had seen ; tiiinking 
Aat m^iciao would in&lliUy rest on him. Accordingly he 
kept hii bed next morning un6l his friend brought him die 
tidings, that a gentleman had been murdered at the bac^ <tf 
the boose during the night. He then arose mid estunined 
the body, which was that of a young man ; seemingly tram 
the country, having brown hair, and fine manly features. He 
had neither letter, book, nor signature of any kind about him, 
thatconldin the leastlead to a discovery of who he was; only 
a common slver wat^ was found in his pocketj and an ele- 



104 . WINTEB EVBNIlro TALES. 

gMit iword was clapped in bis cotd bloodf hand, wbidi had 
an A. Mid B. eo^ved oa the hilt. The nFen) had entered 
at hn breast, and gone out at hb back a little below the left 
■boulder. . He bad likewiie received a aligbt wottod on &c 
airord arm. 

The body was carried to the dead-roocn, where it lay 

fin- eight dayi, aod.tbwigh gnat munben inqiected tt^ yet 

noneknevwho, or wfaenoe tlie daceued wbs, and he n-as at 

kii^ buried amuig the itrangers in the GrayMan Chturch- 

■ yard. 

Sixteen yean elap«ed beiore M'Millaa once mentioned die 
circdnutauce of his having seen the duel, to any person ; but, 
at that period, being in Annandale receiring nune Uieep that 
he had bought, and chancing to bear of the astonishing cir- 
cunutauces of Bell's disaj^earmnce, he divulged the trhole. — 
The time, the description irf his p«son, bis clothes, and above 
all, the/Bword with the initials of bis name engraven upiut it, 
confirmed the fitct beyond the smallest shadow a£ doubt, that 
it was Mr Bell whom he bad seen killed in the duel behind 
the Abbey. But who tlte person was that slew him, how 
the quarrel commenced, or who it was that t^qieared to his 
house-keeper, remains to this day a profound secret, and i» 
likely to remain so, until that day when every deed of dark- 
ness shall be brought to*ighL 

Some hare even ventured to blame M'MiUon for the whole, 
OD account of his long coacealment oi facts; -and likewise in 
conuderation of his uncommon bodily strength, and daring 
disposition, he being one of the boldest and most eaterpriaing 
men of the age to which he livedj but all who knew him 
defused such insinuations, and declared them to be en- 
tirely inconustent with bis character, which was most 
honourable and disinterested ; and besides, his tale has every 
appearance of truth, " Fluris est oculatus testis unus quasi 
auriti decern." 
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DuMCAM Cahpbell came from Ute HighluidB, when six 
years of agt, to lire with an old maiden ftuqt in Edinburfii, 
and attend tlie scbod. Hi* Bother wu dead ; but hb &tber 
had supplied her place, by marrying his housekeeper. Dun- 
can did not trodde himself about these mattery, nor indeed 
about sny other matter*, sare a Uadc foal of his hliieft, and 
a lai^ ngadout coUey, named Oscarj which belonged to DBA 
of the ihe]^ierda. There being no other boy tase DaiKU 
about the boase, Oscar and be .were coostuit compapioni, ■■ 
with his garter tied round Oscar's neclc, and a piece of deal 
tied to bis b^ bushy tail, Duncan would oElm kad him about 
the green, {deased with the idea that be was condactilig a bono 
■nd cut. Oscar submitted to all this with great cheerfiili 
neas, but whenever Duncan mounted to nde on him, ha 
found means instantly to unhorse him, either by gallepfHiig, 
at rolling biouelf on the green. V/hea Duncan threatoted 
him, be looked submisaiTe and licked his &ce and hands ; 
wheti be corrected him with the whip, he cowered at his 
feet; — matters were soon made up. Oscar would bxlgeno 
where during the night but at the door of the room where 
his young friend slept, and w» be to tbe man or woman who 
ventured to enter it at untuuely hows. 

When Duncan left his native home he thought not of his 
&tberj nor any of the servants. He was fond of the ride, and 
some sui^Kwed that he eren scarcely thought of the black 
foal j but when be saw Oscar standing looking him ruefully 
in the foce, tbe tears immediately blinded both his eyes. He 
OQgfat bin aniuDd tbe neck, bu^td and kissed him, — " Good* 
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Vye Oscar," said be blubbering;—" good-b'ye, God Uesa yo^, 
my dear Oscar ;" Duncan mounted before a servant, and rode 
away — Onar gtill followed at a distance, until he. reached 
the top of the biU— ^he then sat down and howled ; — Duncan 
cried till his little heart wag like to burst. — " What iuIh you ?" 
stud the servant. " I will never see my poor honest Oscar 
again," said Dunctui, "an my heart canna bide it." 

Duncan stiud a year in Edinbui^h, but he did not make 
great progress in learning; He did not approve highly of 
attending the school, and his aunt was too indulgent to com' 
pel ins attendance. She grew extremely ill one day — the 
Qiftid* kept constantly by her, and never regarded Duncan. 
He was an additional charge to them, and they never loved 
faim, but used him hardily. It was now with great difficulty 
that he could obtain either meat or drmk. In a few Aaya af- 
ter hiB aunt «■« taken ill'ehe died. , All was in confusion, and 
poor Duncan was like to peririi with hunger ; — be could find 
no penon in the house ; but hearing a noise in his aunt's chama 
htr, be went in, and beheld them dreHiDg the corpse of hia 
kind relation ,-~-it 'was enough.— Duncan was horrified be- 
yond what uKirtal breast was aUe to endure;— ^e hasted 
downtfae stair, and ran along the High Street, and South 
Bridge, as fast as his feet could carry him, crying incessantly 
all the way. He would not have entered that 'house again, if 
the worid had been offered him as a reward. Some people 
ib^ped him, in order to ask what was the matter; but he 
could only answer them by esclaiming, "O 1 dear! Otdearl" 
and, struggling till he got free, held on his course, carele&s 
- whither he went, provided he got far enough from iIk horrid 
scene be had so lately witnessed. Some have supposed, and I 
believe'X)uncan has been heard to confess, that he then ima- 
gined he was running for the Highlands, but tntstook the di- 
rection. However that was, he continued his course until 
he.cune to a place where two ways met, a little sonth of 



DUNCAN CAMPBELL. 107 

Grange Toll, tiere he sat dowa^ and hia frenzied pttnion 
nibnded into a soft raelaitcholy ;— he tried do more, but sob' 
bed excesnrely ; fixed his eyes on the groimd, and made some 
strokes in the dust with his fioger. 

A sif^ht just then appeared, which somewhat cheered, or at 
least interested his heavy and forlorn heart — it was a large 
drove of Highland cattle. They were the only creatores like 
acquaintances that Duncan had seen for a twelTemonth, and a 
tender feeling of joy, mixed with regret, thrilled his heart at 
the sight of their white horns and broad dew-laps. As the ran 
passed him, he thought their looks were particularly gmff and 
sullen ; he soon perceived the cause, they were all in the haods 
of Englishmen; — poor exiles like himself; — going &r away 
to be killed and eat^i, and would never see tke Highland 
bills again ! 

When they were all gone by, Duncan looked afEer them 
and wept anew ; but his attentioD was suddenly called away 
to Bomethiiig that softly touched his feet ; he looked hastily 
about — it was a poor hungry lame dog, squatted on the 
ground, licking his feet, and manifesting the most extravagant 
joy. Gracious Heaven ! it was hb own beloved and faith^l 
Oscar! starved, emaciated, and so oipfded, that he^ras scarce- 
ly able to walk t He was now doomed to be the slave of a 
YoHfshire peasant, (who, it seems, had either bought or 
stolen him at Falkirk,) the generosity and benevolence irf 
whose feelings wer^ as inferior to those of Oscar, as Oscar was 
inferior to him in strength and power. It is impossible to 
conceive a more tender meeting than this was ; but Dnncan 
soon- observed that hunger and misery were pdnted in his 
friend's looks, which again pierced his heart with feelings un- 
felt before. " I have not a crumb to give you, my poor Oscar!" 
said he — " I have not a crumb to eat myself, but I am not so 
ill OS you are," The peasant whistled aloud. Oscar well knew 
the sound, and clinging to the boy's bosom, leaned his head 
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upwi hiB tJii^i and looked in hU fece, m if Baying, " O Ddb- 
csn, protect me Irom yon mfiac." The nbietle was repeated 
accuopanied by a load and eurly call. Oscar trembled, but 
feaiing to disobey, he limped away reluctantly after hia on- 
bding HI aster, who, obserpiBg'faim to linger and look foaclcjim^ 
gined he wanted to effect his escape, and came ranniag bade to 
meet hmi.j Oscar oowered to the earth iu the most aubmisuTe 
and imploring maimer, Jrat the peasant kud hold nf him by 
the ear, and uttering many imprecationH, Btmdc him with a 
thick staff till he lay senseless at his feet. ;. 

Erery possible drcumstance seemed combined to wound the - 
fedings of poor Duncan, but this unmented barbarity shocked 
him most of all. He hasted to the scene ot action, weejHng 
Utterly, and. telling the man that he was a cruel brute ; and 
that if ever he himself grew a big man be would certainly kQl 
him. He held up fais forourite's h^ad that he mig%t recover 
hisbreath, and the man knowing that be could do little with> 
out his dog, w^ted patioitly to see what would be the issuer 
The animal Tecorered, and stammered away at the heeb <A 
his tyrant vidiout daring to kxdi bdund him. Duncan stood 
. e^U, but kept his eyes eagerly fixed upon Oscar, and the hr- 
ther be went firom him, the taon strong his desire grew to 
follow him. He looked the other way, but all there was to 
him a blank, — he had no desire to stand where he was, lo he 
fbUowed Oscar and the drove of cattle. 

The cattle weic weary and went slowly, and Duncan, get- 
ting a little goad in his hand, assisted ifae men greatly in driv- 
ing tbNn> One of the drivers gave him a penny, and another 
gwire him twopence; and the lad who had the charge of tlie 
drove, obeerving how active and pliable he was, and how lar 
he had acciwipanied him on the way, gave him sixpence ; this 
was a treasure to Dtuican, who, being extremely hungry^ 
bought three penny rolls as he passed through a town ; one 
of these he ate hinuelf, another he gave to Oscar ; and the 
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third lie carried bdoir bis •rnj ia caw of &rther sec/frnty:. 
He drOTe oo a& the dxy, and at night tJne cattle natied npoo 
a heigbti whidb bf bi* deKr^tion, uenu to hare befo th^ 
betwocH Gda Wotw and Middkton. Duncan went off at a 
ude, in omnpany with Onavj to eat his njl, and, taking «helt£r 
behind aa old earthen wail, they ibared their dT >i>«^ ^04* 
loripg^ly between tbein. Ere it wu quite finiabed, DnBCaa 
being Euigued, dr4[^ed into a profound ilumber, out of which 
be dU not Kwake until the ne^ jnorniog was far adraaced. 
En^itbrnen, dttlJe, and Oscar, all were gone. Duncwt fovad 
bimielf alone on a wild height, in what country or kmgdom 
he knew noL He lat for srane tiweiD a caljoai stupor^ rub- 
iMOg bis efcs and scratching bin bead, but quite irresolute 
what was farther aaxmary fi>r kin to do, >uitil be wa« agree- 
aUf Bur[»ised hy the arriral of Oscar, wbp (altbou^ be had 
gone at his tnaatv's call in the morfuifg) bad found mtana to 
CKape and seek the letreat of hia yocug Mend and bene&ctofr 
Etanoan, without reflecting on the ooDseQuences, rqwced i? 
the.event, and tbooght of nothing elte ihaa iurtbering his 
eici^ &aa the rutUeta tjrrant who nw claimed him. For 
tlus pnipeae be tbou^t it would he best to leave the road, 
wad accoidin^y he crossed it, in order to go ever a waste moor 
to die westward. He bad not got finiy paces from the road, 
until he beheld Uk enraged Englishman running towards hiop 
vitboutbiscaKt, and baring bis staff heaved orer his shoulder. 
DuDcm's heart &int«d withui bim, linonwg it was all over 
with Osoar, and mort likely with binuelfr The peaeant seem- 
ed not to have observed thera, as be was running, end rather 
looking ike odicr way ; aod as Dancan quiddy lost ught of 
bim ip a hollow place tbot lay between theea, he crept into 
aboihofheadi, and took Oscar in hh bosom;-— the heath was' 
BO long that it almost ^^loeed above them ; the man. had ob- 
served fimn wbnice Aedog staMed in the momifig, and bast- 
cd to ^ place, expecting to find him sleeping beyond the 
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old earthen dike; fie fband die aest, but the \niit i 
Rown ; — he cttDed aloud ; Oacar t^emMed and dnng t» a 
can's breast ; Dunom peeped from his purple cmert lil 
heath-cock cm his native waite, and again beheld tbe ruj 
coming: straight towards than, with hb itaff still beared, I 
Airy in bis looks ;— when be came wtthin a fev jrards he^ 
dill and bellowed out r ** Oscar, jbot yho !" Oscar qusl 
and crept etil) closer to Duneao's breasC; Duncan all 

sunk in the earth ; " D n bim," sud the Englishif 

" if I had a hold of him I should make both him andi 
Dttte thicTufa rascal dear at a small price ; they cannot ba 
gDne, — I think I bear them ;" he then stood listening', bu{ 
that instant a farmer came up on horseback, and bapving h^ 
fiim call, asked him if he had lost hia dog ? Tbe peasant i 
swercd in the affinnatire, and added, that a blackguard I 
bad stolen bim. Tbe brmo- said that be met a boy witj 
^og about a mile forward. During this dialogue, tbe iaim 
dog came up to Duncan's den,— «melled upon him, and t) 
upon Oscar, — cocked his tail, walked round diem growlii 
and then behaved in a very iinpn^per and oncivil manner ^ 
Duncan, who took all patleatly, uncertain whether be was y S 
discovered. But so iatenl was tbe fellow upon tbe brmei \ 
intelligence, that be look no notice <J tbe discover made b 
tbe dog, but ran off without looking over his shoulder. ' C 

Duncan felt this a deliverance so great that all his otht S 
distresses vanished ; and as soon as the man was out of hi 
sight, he arose from his cofert, and ran over tbe moor, and eni 
it was long, came to a shepherd's bouse, where- be got some 
whey and bread for his break&st, which he thought the beet 
meat he had ever tasted, yet shared it with Oscar. 

Though I bad bis bistcay from his own mouth, yet there is 
a space here which it is impoeuble to relate with any degree 
of distinctness or intovst. He was a vagabond boyt without 




V ■; bUd wHi all tui luii. ium tfn 
gd (be %ht g^ide slowly hj my rigbt fDat,>)md.liurB behiad 
ae , — I w>f nothing afraid, and turned aboi^t to .look at the 
ligbl, ftDd tbere I eav the piper, wbo wa« standing hard at 
' my.bacb, aud when I turned round, he looked me ia the hce." 
"What waahe like, Duncan?" "He waa like.adead body' 
bat I got a short riew of him ; for that raoment-ali .around 
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Alit Mrtltutt (lllin) hfl fiFiirul Hiv iiMf, tmt lh« bIH* w«« 
fliwii I— hn mllMl aliiiiil i Onriir innnblMl iiii4 rlwif f" '^'^ 
ntti'* ttmwt f Diinniii |HW|knI ^mt lib |nir|itM tunnri lllw h 
li(!nil)>niHi m bh iiiirli'ti whmd, »n4 ariiln btthnld t)ia nitllHit 
nHnltijc MmlKl't inwHriU tltpm, trith hi* ■IntT lilll limfMl, mul 
niry III lib liNibii h- wb«n Iw nunn wllliln « Ibw j'Nril* Iw iKmI 
Mill mill bvlliiw'ii (lit r "Oamr, ylio, ybnl" OMHtr iiunIimI, 
mill ['mjil ktlll nliMir (ft Ihmmn'N brMMlj Dniimii nlmnit 
iiinth III iIm iWlb i " f)— — ti bim," mM tiio ICiiKtUlHimn, 
" If I hml H b'llil nt him I >biiulil innlm bob bini mii4 fbo 
(lulu tblnrlah rHM'iil (Imi* iiI h ■iiirII (irkr ) llitiy twiii»A b« fur 
r>i|i'.-'I >binh I hfur tlmtn i" bi> Ibaii kIinmI IJabmliiiti bui nt 
tlint liMtunl H turmtr vnmv up mi iMrMbM^b, wiil hmlnii hiwnl 
ItliM cull, iwbMl libit it h» bu4 b»l lib div r 'I'lit {wmniiI hr- 
iiu'tTc^ In tbt NlHniMllvn, nut) lubUil, ihM h )ilw<hKiinnl \ti>y 
liml idilni blm. Tim fumfr mM tbM ba mm n Iwy wllh n 
«ti>K Hlnnit ■ ffllU fiirwitr4. Diirlni lliU illnbiKUOi lb« IWrmar'it 
diijl I'miHi lip f<i l)uii(«n'i rinit,— ■iimllMl uimn fatni, nml iliMi 
ti|iirii 0«rai-,-- ('fmheil bk ul), WHtlitwl riniii4 ibani irrt>wllii|f, 
niKl llion IwbHVfH In h very bii)«i>ti|Hir imil iiiipIi'II miiiiittir Ui 
lliiiii'Hii,whn(i>nll oil |iMtli)H(l]', niHH'rUtlii wbdllior hv ww yM 
AU-nyvrml Hut hi bitpnt wu* ibit hlbw ii|iiiii Ibn ftinniv'* 
liilrlll|ti<ii('P, (but bt twib nil irdtliw lit ibn dlMiitiiry niMl« by 
ibit (bv, I'lK run iiff wbhiHit buihliiir ofvr lib iltmilibir. 

Ifiiiii!iin fi<lt (liU K ilull*«inini» Ml fttmi tbnl nil bU nlbm' 
illilrcMiv VNiiliiliffd I nnil w mhui m llm nuui wm iriit itf bU 
iilKlit,b»lir(Mi'fniiiibUi!ii|'<iri, himI ran nfsrilm monri Mid I'M- 
li M'ii> limit, rintti (" « *bi<|ibnrit'> hmiM, wIikth Iim gui wiinii 
Hlicy Niiil bntMit ti't III* ImHltAwt, wbb^b lin lbuu|bt ihn Imt 
tiiml bn bwl vm (imImI, y«t *)iBml It wllb Omim. 

'rhirtiRli I IimI bU bUttiry fruni lib vwii nwiulb, yvt ihora U 
M ■i*iw litra wbMi It I* liii|Miwllibi In r*b>l« wllb Miy iInKnw 
nt iilHltii:in«M iir InlMW, tU wm h VHiabMul Iwy, wllbiiui 
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my fixed halxtattoD, aad wandered about.Heniot Mfior, frora 
gne farna-boiue to another, for tiie (pace of a. .year; staying 
from one to twenty uigbts in each house, accprdiog an he 
found the people liind to him. He seldom resented any iu- 
dtfpiity ofEwed t« hvHs^f, but whoever iosulted Oscar, or 
offered anp obsenatiens on the iropn^riety ttt their friend-, 
dkip, lost DuDcaa'a coatpaity the next mormng. He staid 
aereral moBths at a place called Dewar, which Jie said waa 
liBunted hf tJie gliost of a piper ; that piper had been mur- 
dered there many yean before, in a manner somewhat my^ 
terious, or at least uaaccountaUe; and there was scarcely a 
aight on which be waa not snj^Kiaed either to be seen er heard 
i^ut the bouse. Duncan slept in tbe cnw-hoi|se, and was 
toriUy harassed by the piper; he t>^n beard him scratcfa- 
ing about tbe rafters, aad wnaetimes be would groan Ijjie a. 
van dying, or a cow that was choaked in the hand ; but at 
Iraglh be saw hiuat Ids side one n^bt,. which so discompos- 
ed bim, that he waa obliged l« leave the place, after bang ill 
fer many days.. I shall ^re this steiy in Duncan's own 
word), which I have oflen heard him repeat without any 
variation. 

" I had been driving tome yoong cattle to the heights of 
Willoulee— it grew late before I got home. — f was thinking, 
and thinking, hew cruel it )i'as to kill the poor piper ! :to cut 
ent his tongue, and stab him in the back. I thought it was 
no wonder that his ghost took it extremeljj iUj whei^ all on 
a sudden, I perceireda lightbefoiemej — I thought the wand 
■n my hand was all on fire, and threw it aw.^y> but I perceiv- 
ed tbe light glide ^wly by my right foot,f]md bum belund 
me ;— 1- waf nothing afraid, and turned aboi^t to look at the 
%bt, and there I saw the piper, who vat standing hard at 
' my back, and when I turned round, he lotdcedmeintheface." 
"What wag be like, Duncan?" "He was like.adea4 body t 
but I got a short view of him; for that moment. all .around 
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itie grew dark taapk !— I trkd to ru», haX innk paffcrhn 
to the eartlij and lay in a.kifid of d^eam, I 4o sot kaow how 
long; when I Came to mjwif, I gtrt up, EBid endeavoored to 
run, but fell to the ground evWy two step*. I wa« not m 
hundred yards front the house, and I am nan I ftO upwarfi 
df a hundred time*- Next day I mu in a high fever ; tbe 
Krrants made me a little bed in the kitchen, to which I wa> 
(ionfiaed by iHness many di^, during which time I suffergd 
the most drtadfal agonies by night, alvays inagning the 
piper to be standing orer me on the one side of the «dier. As 
sooa as I was able to walk, I left Dewar, aai for a long tine 
durst neither sleep ahme daring the night, Wr stay by mystlT 
■in the day-time." 

The Bup««trtious ideas impresAed upon £JuiHaH)'« miaS by 
thu nnfbrtiuate encounter with t^ g^iost of Ute piper, sea» 
never to haTC been eradicated ; a strong instttM' *f the power 
df ^tly impresrionS] and x warning how imMlt tiMties li iie>' 
ce^sary in modeUing the concepdons of Ae y»iu^ tmd tcnda> 
itlind, for, «f all men I ever knew, be is the most tbiAA tf 
meeting with apparitions. So deeply h his imagfaiatioD tuat* 
ed with this startling illuuon, ^at even the calm disqoinltoM 
of reason have proved quite inadequate to the UA of dispel- 
ling it Whenever It wears late, he la tiwsjv oa die Ibek-out 
for these ideal beings, keeping a jeahnis eye npon every bwh 
and brake, in cast they ^ould be turktag behind ibtm, ready- 
to fly oat and surprise him every moment; and the approeeh 
of a person in the dark, or any ntdden mnee, always deinirea 
him of the power of speedi for tome time, 

After leaving Dewar, he again wandered nbont tor a feir 
Weeks ; and it appears that hh youth, beauty, and pecoGaru 
ly destitute situaUon, togefiier with hii friendship for hn 
faithful Oscar, had interested the most part of the country 
people in his behalf; for he was generally tteated with kind- 
ness, lie knew his father's nanw, and the name of his house ; 
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but as mux of the people be HHted ti>d ever before lieard of 
eitiier tbe one or the other, they gave thesuelTes no trouble 
about the matter. 

He Btaid neariy two years in a place called Covhaur, un-^ 
til a wretch, with whom he dept, Btmck and abused hiia one 
day. Dhdcsii, in a rafe, £ew to the loft, and cut all hii 
Sunday hat, shoea, and coat. So pieces ; and, not dari«^ t« 
abide the consequeuces, decaeaped thatuig^ht. 
. He wandered about for Bome time I<«i|^r, ainoDg the farm- 
erg of Tweed and Yarrow ; but this life wa« now become ex. . 
oeedin^y dieagreeaUe to hkn. He durst not sleep by himself,' 
and the scmats did ndt always choose to allow a ragrant bojr 
and hk ^reat do; to aleep with them. 

' It was on a rainy night, at the dose of harmt, that Dun^ 
can caoie to my fittheKs house. , I remember all the drcnm.* 
stances as well se the tranaactioiu of yesterday. The whole 
of his ctothing conaisted only of a black coat, which, having, 
been made for a full<gn>wn umd, hung ^rly to his Jieels ; the 
hair of his head was rough, curly, wd weather-beaten ;' but 
his face was ruddy and beautiful, bespeaking a healthy bbdjc, 
ands sensible feding'heart. Oacarwas still neatly as large 
as hiraself, jud die colour Of a fos, having a white stripe down 
his iace, with a ring of the same colour around his neek, and 
was the most beaudfii! celley I hare ever sew. My beut.'was 
knit to Duncan at the first nght, and I ^e{)t for jof when I 
taw my parents so kind to him. My mother, in particular, 
could scarcely do any thing else than coDTcrse with Duncan 
fiv aereral days. I was always of the party, and lUte&ed with 
wonder and admUation ; but often have these adventuces been 
repeated «o me. - My parents, who aoon seemed^ ficel.tbe 
same coneon fbrluM aaifhe had been their own son, clothed 
him jfl blue drugget^ tmA bought him a smart tittle Highland 
honnet; in' which ^re« he lodced so chaming, that I would 
wn let 'them hare jwaceuutil I got one of the saae. Indeeij, 
KS 
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all that Dubou) «aid or dU tmi to ae a pBttern ; for I lond 

him ai my rm life. At my ovn request, viiKb he penatA^ 

ed me to urge, I wag permitted to be hit bed-fclloir, and 

many a I>H>py ^^^ x*^ ^y <lict i ipcnd with Dmuwi and 

Otcar. 

Ab hrta I remembeir, vekk no privataon <rf any kind, 
and would Itave bem oam[^eWly happy, if it had not been far 
the fear of Bpirite. When tlw cmtvcnatkm diaaccd to turn 
upon the I^per <rf Dcwar, the Msd of Pkm, «a- the Pedlar 
of Thirlestane Mill, often have ve fans with the hed-clothcs 
drawn ortr our heada till nearly auAxalcd. We lored the 
Ikirlea and the brovnei, and ertm Mt a little pwtiidity for 
the mennaids, on accountof their heanty and charming' tCHigt ; 
hat we were a little jealous of the water-hdpie^ and always 
hept aloof from the'&ightaome pooU. We hated the devil moat 
heart^y,aUhoaghwewcreiiotmii(^afraidafhim; butaghut! 
dt, draadfiil ! the name^ ghoat, ipoit, or i^jparition, Munded 
in our ean Mke the knell of dertructim, and oar hearta nude 
within Of at if pierced by the cold icy akaft of death. Dun- 
can beided my father's cows all the lummer.— w did I— -we 
could not Kve anmder. We grew lodt expert £<hen^ that the 
spediled trout, with aH his art, could not elude onr na^infc 
tioos ; we, forced him from hii watery cove, admired the be«a- 
tifiil blades and purple dn^ that were painted on his sledc 
ttdes, and finihwith sddad him to our number without reluct- 
ance. We assiiled the h^tation of the wild bee, and rifled her 
of all her accnmulated sweets, though not without enoounterinf 
the most detennined icsistanoe. My fother's meadow* i^wntid* 
ed wtdi hives; they were almost in every swath in eray hi& 
0^. When ^e swarm was large, they would beat >u off, d^ 
after d^. In all diesc desperate eng:sgcaaenta, Oscar came to 
our BsaistMoe, and, prorided that nosic of the enemy made a 
htdgmcnt in his lower defiles, he was always the last combafc- 
ADt of our pony on the fidd. I do not roMaabar of enr b^ 
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lag M wwAi diverted hf sny icaK I ever witiie«ed, or laugfa. 
lag as iBnodentdy at I btm dtne aX Mein^ Oic&r inrolred 
iaiiiBOVuii^GloadofwDiillMM, irkeeUxig, nuppiDg on all udei, 
md ibakin; Iub can incenantlf . 

The H^pcity whk^ tbia aBinul potUBHd u alinatt incredi^ 
Ue, wUl« U« undaunted ifiirit and fanerodty would do 
bmour to emy Mtraat ef our own ifiedei to ct^y. Twice 
4id he Htve faia EnMer*! lift : at one time wtten attacked by a 
fnrioos ball, Knd at anotker tinte when he fell from behind 
my fiuber, off a bone m a foodad rirer. Otcar had jiut 
■wimmed ao^OM, bat intlantly phmged in a iccond time to his 
maiter'i rewne. He fint got bold of hii bonnet, but that 
conBMf off, be quitted it, and again catching him by the Con^ 
Innight him to the aide, where my &ther reached him. He 
w«ked Duncan at a cntwn hour every morning, and would 
freqaendy tnm the osws of bit own will, wl>en be obterred 
them wrong. If Duncoii dropped hn knife, or any other 
tmall arUcIe, he woi^ fetch it along in hit mouth ; and if 
Mnt back for a loit thing, would in&lliUy find it Wbeb 
axtecen year* of age, after being unwell &a lerersl dayi, he 
died one night bdvw his maiter'i bed. On the erening bav 
fiH^ when DuDcan caow in from the plough, be came from 
im bidiag-{Jace, wagged hii tail, licked Duncan'i hand, and 
returned to hi* deathr>bed. Dunom and I lamented him with 
unfeigned lorrow, buned him below the old rowan tree at the . 
back of my fiuher's garden, placing a (qu^re ttone at hii head, 
which wai itiU itanding the last time I waa there. With 
great labour, we compoMd an epit^b between lu^ which waa 
tmce camd m that atone ; the metre waa good, but the ilone 
was ao hard, and the engraving so &int, that the characters, 
like tfaeM <J our early joys, an long ago de&ced aad ex- 

Oftao have I heard my modier relate witk enthuuaam, the 
nuuuier in which aba and my fiither fint diKomed the Axra- 
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JDgs of goodness and fodlity (rf eoDception m Duncan's miad, 
tliough, I cooftsa, dearly as I lorad him, these drcaiDstiuiGea 
escaped my obseiratioB. It w«s my btfaer's innriafale custom 
to pray with the family erery night before they retired to 
rest, to thank the Almighty for his kindness to them during 
the bygone day, and to be^ hiB protection thrm^h the dark 
and dlent vatdies of the sight. I need not inform any of my 
readers, that that amiable (and now t«o much neglected iu>d 
despieed) duty, conusi«d in singing a few etanzas of a psalm, 
in which all the family jtnned their rcaces with my Cher's, 
«o that the double octaves of the various ages and sexes swelled 
the simple concert. He thra read a diaptcr from the BiUe, 
going straight on from be^niog to end of the Scriptures. 
The prayer concluded the devotions of each evoiing, in which 
the dowufoll of Antichrist was always strenuously urged, the 
ministers of the Gospel remembered, nor was any ftieod or 
neighbour in distress forgot 

The servairts of a family bare, in general, liberty either to 
wait the evening prayers, or retire to bed as they incline, but 
no consideration whatever conld induce Duncan to go one 
night to rest without the prayers, even thongh both wet and 
weary, and entreated by my parents to retire, for fear of 
catching cold. It seems tliat I had been of a more com- 
{daisant disposition ; for I was never very haid to prevail 
whh in this respect ; nay, my mother used to say, that I was 
extremely apt to take a pun about my heart at that time of 
the night, and was, vf course, frequently obliged to betake me 
to the bed before the worship commenced. 

It might be owing to this that Duncan's emotions m these 
oocanons escaped mynotice. He sung a treUe to (be old 
diurch tunes most swettly, for he had a mdoAousvmce; aod 
when my fiither read the chapter, if it was in any of the his- 
Uoidd parts of Scr^tnre, he would lean opoa the taUe, and 
look him in the face, swaBowing erery lenteaec vriA the nt- 



most avidity. At one time, as my fe^er nad the 4dtb cbap> 
ter of GetMsit, he v^ aa bitterly, dtst at tkd end my bther 
paused, and asked what ailed hi» f Dnacan fold him ttiat 
be did not know. 

At an«th«r tin>e, tbe you- following, my lather, in the 
course of his eremng devotions, had reached the 19th c^ayter 
of the book of Judges ; when he bq;an reading it, Duneui 
was leated on t^ other nde ef the house, tut ere it was half 
done, he had stfJen up clfl«e M my lather's elbow- " Cbnaidei' 
of it, take advice, and speak ymv minds," said niy father, and 
dosed the book. " Go cm, go o» if yau fJease, %-/ said 
Duncan—" go- ob, and let us hear what they said about it." 
My ttHher looked sternly in Duncan's &ee, bat lenag bias 
abashed oiLacAxiBt mF his hastrf breach of decewy, witiiMt 
ntta4ag a m>rA, he "agun opened the BlUe, and nad t^ 
SOtfa dMpter throughout, uotwlthitaadiBf of iu gteat Ie&|^ 
Next day Duncn was walking tdWM with tho BSile helow 
his am, hegipag (rf every body t« read it to bin. again and . 
ag^. This ineideBt produced a conveiwtkiD between my- 
paKOta, o> the expemes and ntiHty ef edncatitm ; Aceome- 
quenee of whidi was, thai the veA. flowing, DoMGaK akd I 
were sent te the parish sehocrf, and hegan at the laaae iaatane 
to the study of that moat important and hndamental brands 
of lit^^tore, the A, B, C ; but my uster Mary, ^o was Mo' 
than I, was already an accurate and dq;ant nader. 

This reminds me <^ another anecdote of Duncan, with re- 
gard to fomily worship, which I have often bcaxd related, and 
which I myself may well rentembv. My father h^pening 
to be absent over night at a bir, when the usual time of wor- 
diip anired, my mother dcured a lad, one of the serrants, (o 
a£t as chaplarn fin- that night ; the lad dediocd it, and stuidc 
away to his bed. My motluT testified her regret that w« 
should an be obHged to go ^yertess te odr beds fer that 
night, obeerving, that she did not remember the time when 
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it had BO happened before. Daocan awd, he ^taaght we 
might coDtrive to manage it amoDgBt us, «ad insbuitly pro- 
posed, to sing, the psahn and pray, if Maty would read the 
chapter. To th!a my mother with some heaitation agreed, 
remarking, tJiat if he prayed aa he cmild, with a pure heart, 
hii prayer had as good a chance Of hmtg accepted as eome 
others that wene better worded. DuBcao could net then read^ 
but having learned several psalnu from Mary by rote, he 
cauaed her seek out the place, and sung the 23d Psalm from 
ead to end, with great sweetness and decencyi Mary read a 
tju^ter in the New TeetaniieDt;, and then (my mother haviug 
a child OB her knee;.) we three koeded in a row, while Dun- 
can prayed thus ; — " O Lord, be thou our God, our guid^ 
and our guard unto deadi, and through deatk," that wa« a 
sentence ny.fiitluf ofbeA ufed in his prayer; Duncan had laid, 
hold of it, and my mother began to think that he had often, 
prayed prerious to that time. — "O Lord, thou" — continued 
Duncan, but his matter was exhausted ; a long pause ensued, 
wUdi I at length broke, by bunting into a loud fit of laughter. 
Duncan rose ha^ly, and, without once lifting up his head, 
went cryisg to.hu bed; and as I continued to indulge in 
laughter, my mother, for my irreverend behatiour, struck me 
acroK the shoulders with the tongs; our ereniog devotions 
terminated ezceedmgly ill, I went crying to my bed afler 
Duncan, eren louder than he, and abusing him for his useleM 
prayer, for which I had been nearly felled. 

By the. time that we were recalled ttom school to herd the 
cows next summer, we could both read the Bible with con- 
siderable fatality, but Duncan far excelled me la perspicacity; 
and BO food was he <^ reading Bible history, that the reading 
(rfit was now our constant amusement. Often have Mary, 
and he, and I, hun under the same plaid by the side of the 
com or meadow, and read chapter about on the Bible lor 
hours together, weeping oyer the failings and fall of good 
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mea, Etl»d vooienDg at the incODceintUe might of the heroes 
of aotiquity. Kever wm man «o delighted as Duncan was 
when he came to the history of Samada, and afteiwanls of 
Dartd and Goliath ; he conld not be satisfied until he had 
read it to every individual with whom be was acquainted, 
judging it to be aa new acid as interesting to every one as it . 
was to himself. 1 hare wen him atauding by the girls as thef 
were m9kit^ the cows, reading to tbem the feats of SanBcra ; 
and, in short, harasdng every man .and woman about the 
hamlet for audience. On Sundays, my parents accompanied 
us to the fields, and joined in our delightful exerdse. 

Time passed away, and so also did our youthhd delights I 
but other cares aod other pleasures awiuted us. As we ad- 

-vanced in years and strength, we quitted the herding,, and 
bore a hand in the labours of the Jkmi. Mary, too, was <^eD 
oar assistant. She and Duncan were nearly of an age~-he 

-was t:ill, comely, and a&Ue ; and If Mary was not the pret- 
tiest girl in the parish, at least Duncan and I believed her to 
be so, which, with us, amounted to die same thing. We 
ofben compared the other girls in the parish with one another, 
as to their beauty and accomplishments, but to think of com- 
paring any of tbem with Mary, was entirely out of the quea- 
. tioQ. She was, indeed, the emblem of truth, dmplicity, and 
innocence, and if there were few more beautiiid, there were 
still fewer so good and amiable ; but sUU as she advanced in 
years, she grew fonder and ftmder of being near Duncan ; and 
by the time she was nineteen, was eo deeply in love, that it 
affected her manner, her spirits, uid her health. At one time 
she was gay and fiisky as a kitten; she would dance, sing, and 
laugh violently at the most trivial iDcidents. At other tmies 
she was gOent and sad, while a languishing softness overspread 
her features, and added greatly to her charrns. The pas«on ' 
was undoubtedly mutual between them ; but Duncan, either 
from a sense of honouis or some other cause, never declared 
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himself brt!ier m the mligect, than hg the most nespectfuLat- 
tention, and tender amdmtie& Hope and few thiu alter- 
nately Kwvytd the heart of pear Uaiy, md prodocsd in bo- 
deportment that rariety <tf affectioiu, which coold not fail tf 
rendering the sentimeBta of hei artlew bosoiiD liable to the 
eye of experience. 

In this state mattcn stood, when an incid^ occmred 
which decauged our h^jnnen at mice, and the time 
anired when the kindert and moat affectionate little social 
band of friends, tfiat ever panted to meet the viahes tf eadi 
other, were oUiged to part. 

About forty yean ago, the flocki of totithem sheep, which 
bare since that praied inmidat«d the Higiblands, had not 
Ibund their way over the Grampian mountains ; and the na- 
tire flocks of that aeqoestered country were so scanty, that it 
was fotind neccseary to transport unaS quantities of wool Ai^ 
nuallj to the north, to furoidi materials for clothing thi: inha- 
bitants. During two months of eaeh summer, the hill coun- 
tries of the Lowlands were inundated by hundreds of women 
from ^te Highlands, who bartered small articles of dress, and 
of domestic import, fat wool : these were known 1^ the iqipel- 
lationt^nor/an'nefjief/ and few nights p«UMd, durii^ the wool I 
season, that some of them were not lodged at my fiitho^s house 
It was from two of these that Duncan learned one day who ' 
and what be was; that he was the lurd of Gleoellidi'i only 
son and heir, and that a large sum had been ofiWed to any per- . 
son that could disooTer him. My parents certainly r^eiced in I 
Duncan's good fbrtime, yet they were disconsolate at psrdng I 
with him ; for he had long ago become as a son of thor own ; ' 
and I seriously believe, that frwn the day they fint met, to | 
that on which the two norlorf neHiet came to oar booie, they 
nerer once entertained the idea of parting. For my part, I 
wished that the netties had nerer beat horo, or that they had ' 
staid at their own home ; for the thoughts irf bein|r si 
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&om my deu- ^ind made me nek U heart. All oor IiEeIm|> 
were, haweret, nothing, wheo compued with tLote of my 
aiater Hary. From the d<^ that the two wohud left our 
hoQM, (be WW no taon wen to «mile ; afae had oerer yet di> 
vuigti the teotiments of her heart to any one, and ima^^oed 
ittx lore far Duncan a prafound seavt— no. 



Shent, like pMicBce go 1 

Our social glee and cheerfulnw wve now cranpletely 
eluded ; we sat down to our meals, and rose from tliem in 
■tience. Of the Sew ohserratioDi that paued, every tme wnn- 
ed the pn^eny of embanasament and discontent, and our 
general remarlu were strained and cold. One day at dinner, 
after a long and rallen pause, my fotfaer said, " I hope yo« do 
not intend to leave us very soon, Duncan f" " I am thinking 
of going away to-ntOTrow, Sir," raid Duncan. The knife fell 
from my mothtr's hand ; «be looked him steadily in the fee* 
for the qtace of a minute. " Duncan," said die, her rwce 
fittiltering, and the team dropping from her eyes, — " Duncan, 
I never durst aik you before, but I hope you will not leave us 
altogether?" Duncan thnut the plate from before him into 
Uie middle of the table — took up a book that lay on the win- 
dow, and looked over tbe page^— Mary left the room. No 
answer was returned, nor any further inquiry made ; and our 
little party brdie up in silence. 

When we met agmn in the evening, we \rtn still all sullen. 
My mother tried to speak of in^lferent things, but it was w- 
parent that ber thoughts had no ihare in the words that 
dropped from her tongne. My btber at last said, " You 
will soon forget us, Duncan ; but there are some amtmg ui 
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who will not to soon fbirg^ct you." Mary again left the tooM< 
and silence engaed, until the family were caHed together fof 
erening worehip. There WM one seatence in my lather'a 
prayer that night, which 1 think I yet remember, word for 
word. It may appear of little importance to those wlio are 
noiriee interested, but it affected ua deeply, and left not a drj* 
cheek in the fomily. It runs thus : " We are an unworthy 
little flock, thou seest here kneeling befi»« thee, our God ; 
but few as we are, it is probable we shall never all kneel again 
together before tbee in this world. We bare long lived t'>- 
gether in peace and happiness, and hoped to have lived so much 
longer ; but since it is thy will that we part, enable ua to sub- 
mit to that will with firmsess ; and though thou scatter as to 
tJie hat winds of heaven, may thy Almighty arm still be about 
us for good, and grant that we may all meet hereafter in ano- 
ther and a better world." 

The next morning, after a restless night, Duncan rose early, 
put on hi« best mXt, and packed up some littlb articles to carry 
with him. I lay panting and trembling, but (Metended to 
be faat asleep. When he was ready to depart, he took his 
bundle below his arm, came up to the side of the bed, and . 
listened if I was sleeping. He then stood long hcutating, 
lookbg wistfully to the door, and then to me, alternately ; 
uid I saw him three or four times wipe his eyes. At length 
he shook me gently by the shoulder, and asked if I was awake. 
i feigiied to start, and answered as if half asleep. " I mutt 
bid you farewell," said he, groping to get hold of my hand. 
" Will you not breakfast with us, Duncan f" said I. " No," 
said he, " t am thinking that it i« best to steal away, for it will 
break my heart to take leave of your parents, and" — " And 
who, Duncan ?" said I. " And you," said be. " Indeed, 
but it is not best, Duncsn," staA 1; "we \rill all breakfast 
together for the last time, and then take a formal and kind 
leave of each other," We did tn-eakfoat together, and as the 
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caiiTanatwn turaed on former daji, it became highly interest- 
tag to UB all. When my ftther had returned thanks to Heii- 
^TCA for our meal, weknevrwhat was coming, and began to 
look at each other. Duncan rose, and after wt had all load- 
ed him with our hlemiigi and warmest wishes, he entluvced 
.my parents and me. — He turned about. — HIb eyes said phun- 
ly, there is lomebody still wautiog, but hU heart was n full 
lie iXMild not ^eak. " What is become of Mary?" said my 
fiither j— Mary was gone. — We searched the hoiue, the garden, ^ 

and the houses of all the cottagers, but ehe was nowhere to he 
found. — Poor loTeloTB forsaken Mary ! She had bid heredf 
In the ancient yew that grows in the front of the M ruin, that 
she migrbt see her lorer depart, without hersdf being seen, 
and might indulge in all the luxury of wov — Poor Mary! 
how often hare I heard her sigh, and seen her eyes red with 
weeping; while the smile that played on her languid fealurei, 
.when ought wa* mentioaed to Duncan's recommendation, . 
would have me/i^^ heart of adamant. '^^CtJ 

I must pass over Duncan's journey to the north Highlands 
for want of nxm, but on the evening of the sixth day after 
leaving my father's house, he reached the mansion-house of 
Oieoellich, which stands ih a little beautiful woody strath, 
cominandiDg a view of the Deu- Caledonian Sea, and part ot 
the Hebrida ; . ecery avenue tree, and rock, was yet familiar 
to DuDCao's recollection ; and the feelings of his senuble heart, 
oa approaching the abode of his fether, whom he had hag 
scarcely thought of, can only be conceived by a heart like his 
own. He had, without discovering bimsetf, learned from a 
peasant that his father was itill alive, but that he had never 
Dverconie the loss of his son, for whom he lamented every day ; 
that his wife and daughter lorded it avet him, holding his 
pleasure at nought, and rendered his age extremely unhappy ; 
that they had expelled all his old dinners and vast^ and in- 

caniMovCoO'^lt^ 
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mdaced the hifw ml^ f w uiym oM rdatioB*, win neither 

ftad hira ratti, faoBour, nor obedience. 

Old Gleaellidi wm taking hu erening walk OD the rwd by 
whkh Duncan descended the *tnth to hu dwdiing. He was 
ponderiag mi hi* own mii&rtune», uid did not eten dmga to 
Uft hu eyes as the yoang atntngcr a{^r(«clied, hot eepmcd 
cotuituig' the number (rf mark* which the bones' hoob h«d 
made <»i the way. " Good e'en to you. Sir," Mid Dunon j— 
the old man started and itared him in tlie face, hut with a 
lode so nnsteady and buaned, that he seemed isa^ble (£ 
dirtingaiehbg any linewaeni or feature of it " Good e'en>. 
gwd ^en," Mid he, wiping his brow with hisSnn, and paaung^ 
' by. — What then was in the vk^ that strack him m fiuoMy 
it it hard to say. — Nature is powerfol. — Dnncan co^ not 
think of oo^t to detain him; and being desirous of teeing' 
hnw matters went on about the house, thought >t bert W re- 
MiMR Mma days ineog. He went into the fere-kbcben, coo- 
Tersed freely with the Mrvants, and soon nw hie stepmother 
and sister ^pear. The former had all the insdence md ig- 
norant pride of vulgarity rabed to wealth and emineacr; the 
•ther seemed naturally of an amiable di^xNition, but wu en^ 
tirtly ruled by her mother, who taufht her to diidun her fa- 
ther, all bis rdatiens, and whuneoerer he iored. On that 
tame efeniog he came into the Intchen, where she then wa» 
dutttiD^ with Duncan, to whoia she seemed attached at first 
iBght. " Lexy, my dear," said he, " did you see my ^Kcta^ 
desf" " Yes," Mid she, " I think I saw them cm yoor nose 
to-day at breakfast." " Weil, but I have lost them since," 
sudhe^ " You may take up the next you End then, SiFi* 
said she. — The servants laughed. " I might welt hare known 
what information I woold get of you," Mtd he, rq^etfiJIy. 
"How can yon speak in such a style to your &ther, my dear 
tady?" sudDuocan. — " Ifl were he I wouldplaceyonwbero 
you should learn better mannen. — It ill becoines so pretty « 
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■ymag hdy U> addten an did iiither thin." " He !' said elie^ 
'* who minds him ? He's a dotard, as old wbimng, cam^aia* 
iag, nipenmiaated bang, wone than acbild," " But nauidcr 
bis jcare," laidlhlncan; " and be«idea, he may hare met 
wiUi CKHtM and laaus niffideDt to (oor.tfae temper of a young- 
er man.— Yon ihonld at all events pity and rererence, but 
nerer de^iw your father." The old lady nok jmned Aem. 
" Youbneyet heard nodiing, young mau," «&id tbeoldl&ird, 
" if yoo m* hov my heart iRWinetimei wniBg,— Yee, I have 
kad Io«M indeed." " You. loseee !" Kud hia-ipouse; — ".No;' 
yeu bare Hcver had any loaats that did not in the end turn 
out a vast [Hvfit" — ^" Do you then account the loss of .a lor- 
ing' wife aad a son nothing?" said he — " But hare you ttot 
gota.4eriiig'in6 and a daughter in their' room?" ^returned] 
she ; " the one will not waste ymir fortune as a prodigRl aoOi 
vonU ' kive done, and ^e other will take cane of both you 
and tittt, when you can no longer do dther — the lotsof your 
MB indeed ! it was the greatest blessing you could have te- 
eeiv^ I" " Unfeeling woman," sud he; " but Heaven ni»y yet 
ratere that sob to protect tJte gray hain of his old &thee, and 
lay Us heBd.in an honoured grave." The olA man's'spirits wene 
qnite gone — he cried Kke a child — liia lady mimicked him— 
and at this, his daughter and the servanta raised a laugh. 
<F, {nhnman wretehes," said Duncan, starting up, and push- 
ing them aside, " thus to mock t^e feding« (rf an old man, 
even ddMu^ he werenot the l4ffd;aDd master of you all: but 
t^e nalKe~t)ie individual among you all that darei to o£fer 
Mifli aDOtfao-inMih to him,, rU..roa*ton that fire." Tbe <^ 
nanclni^tohiil), andlovlfiedJiu) mefiillyin thefiux. "You 
impudent, fa^garly vagahund I" s^d the lady, " do ypu Imow 
to whom you tptfik f— ^Mwanta torn- that wretch out of .the 
houae, and hunt him vith all the dfgt in tbe kennel." ." Soflj- 
ly, K)ftly„good lady," said I>unean, " take care diat I dqi^ot 
tutn you out of the house." — " Alas ! good youtl^" shifts 
L2 
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«ldlurd, " yea Rttle Iraoir what yon ve dmnt ; for aeFEy^ 
mIr forbear ; yon are biwing Tcnpeaace both ftr yoHnrif 
aad me." " Fear not," nai 'Duiuaui, " I wiH jwotact ysai 
Trith my Ufe." " Piay, may I adt yoa what is your nane ?"* 
B^ tbe «ld man, ttiU lodcin; eamntly at Urn — " Thai yoa 
may," npKed Duncan, " no mtM hat m good a rig'ht to atJc 
aay tbing: of me a* yau hars— -I am DtiDcaB Q»mfhdi, year 
awn ton." " M-m-m-viy mm \" exdumed the «Id' man, and 
Mnk back on a leat vitk a coflTnMTe mean. iDmcan hfU 
him in htg amu — ie soon nemtiti, and aiked many inoo- 
hermt q«e*tiona — looked at the two meks na hit right ^^— 
kiMcd him, and then wept on hit ba«OBi fur joy. « O Cad o£ 
bewren," said he, " it ii long nnce I cmild thank thae heartily 
fiw any thing ; nsw I do thank tbce indeed, fin- 1 haw ibnnd 
my ion f my denr aod only ion 1" 

Contrary t« wliat mi^t hare been e^ieettd, Dunom'a 
pretty only utt^ Alexia rgoiccd most of ^ in hia dHoaray. 
She wa» almost wHd with joy ai finding wch a brotherit— 
The oH lady, her mother, was said to hare wept bitted^ n 
priT»te, but knowing' that Duncan itonld be ber maatar, 
the behaved to him with ciriKty and ropect. Erary tfetag 
was committed to hii managem^, and he eooa dscvrcnd, 
(hat bemdes a ^iK>d dear estate, hii bther had penoaat liiBd* 
10 a great unount The baHi and cottag« of GlenelUcA wtn 
SOeA with (eatixog, jof, and ^adneM. 

h w«» not so at »yfether*» h«Me. MWortone*. *ktom 
come lingly. Scarcely had oar feelings OTercBwe &« A«A 
wludi they reeeired by flie io* of mk bdwred Dbmsm, «b« 
a more terrible mirfiMlune vtMtxk W. My iatfter, by Hu 
bionstrmiiB ii^ratitude of a fHmd wboca he trmted, l<nt at 
once the greater part of bii harf-eamed Ibrtune. The blow 
came une^>ectedly, and dfetfacted bb pownal aflaba lo tuA 
■a d^Me, that an arrangement teemed almoet totally imgnw- 
-ttc^fc- He itrug^ m with •ecnrMM for Nfwnl moadu; 
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tmfcperc^nng tW 1m wm drkwinf Iniml CrintdB intv da^ 
gtr, hf Aeir ngmag of bon^ whkA be miglbt nerer be dils 
to radeem, he Iwt beart e utir di y , Mid yielded to tbe tonent. 
Miry'i mind »eaaei to gain inib ene^iy eroy day. Tbe 
aetivlly and ^ligtnoe irhH^ ibe arinced in managing tbe wt- 
£lin ef tba fam, and enm in giving adrice witb rqard t» 
otber matten, ie qnite iacndible; — oAcd hare I tbou^bt 
wbat a treaaore tbM iBetfimable girl wtmU bare b«a to aa 
indartrioni Max wbom ihe l»red. All oar eftula aniled 
aothing- ; my finber raceircd letten of boraiog on billi to a 
large anHHUt, and we ixpeoted every day tbat be mold be 
taken from ub and dnggvd to a priien. 

We were aS sitttsg in our little rooaa odi d«y, ooMultiajg 
wbM ma best to be-dtHie— we could decide upaa notbii^ 
fbr oar cbk wai doperate— we were fidten into a. kiftd at 
•rapor, but tbe window bong up, a nght ^pearad thai 
qidMUjr thrilled envy heart witb tits keeoeit leuatMnu et 
■igtikb. Two men cams ridiag ibarirfy np by tbe back of 
tbe 'dd icImoI bo«M. " Yoader an tbe officen of juKioi 
mmi" Hod ity motfaer, " wfaat shall we do ?" We honifd 
to Ae windew, aod aH of as' bos diacemed Aat tbey wen 
>» otba than Mme attonwr, aacompanied by a ibeiiff'i offios. 
My mollwr entreated «f my &tb« to CKspe asd hida faim> 
mK uatil tbie int itma mw oren-blown, but be would ia 
■owne coaaent, auoring u> tbat be bad done 'nothing ef 
wUeb'lie waa «4iai»«d, and tbat be waa determined t» awet 
tntf nae hot to Aee, and let Aem do their wont ; lo find* 
tag t^ our fMteeatin nioj we could do nothing Imt nt 
down and weep. At length we heard the none of Ibnr 
bcmeast tbe do«r. '- You hud bettN talce tbe nxn's hene^ 
James," lud my father, " aa there is no other sun athand." 
•' Wa wfil day till tbey t^, if you pleaae," nid I. Tbe 
eautiDtti ofio^ did not bewever rap, but, sftaid Int hia debt- 
or dmdd make hia aaoyeyhe juaqied li^tly from hie hon^ 
6 
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and hatted into the hooBe. When we heard him oftn tfa« 
outer door, and ha iixitatepa approodiing akmgf the entry, 
OUT heortt fainted within tu — he opened the iactt and itqiped 
into the ivom— 4t was Duncan I our own delffly U}ofcd 
Duncan. The women uttered an inTolontarf Kream of 
nirpriie, but my fiither ran and gM hold of rate haod, and I 
of the other — my mother too eoon had hiqn in her anui, faOt 
our endwace wai Aott ; for hii eyca fixed on Muy, who atood 
trembling with joy and wonder in a owner of the roonif 
changiof her cxilour every mcmiMit—- fae snatched her up ia 
his armi and kiued her lips, and ere ever ahe wa« mran, 
her arms had e&circled \m neck. " O my dear Mary," laid 
he, " my heart has been ill at eaae since I left you, but I 
dunt not then tdl you a word of my mind, for I little knew 
how I wai to find afiairH in the place where I wva gnng; bul 
ah! you little eliuive mgue, you owe me another foritfcft 
one you cheated me out of then;" so saying, he preeaed hk 
lips again to hei cheek, and then led her to a ual. DunoM 
then recounted all bis adventures to us, widi every dRnuB> 
Uance of his good fortune — our hearts wwe uplifted alnvt 
part botring— ^tll our caret and sorrows were now forgeCteni 
and we were once more the hqi|MBt little group that enc 
perhapa tat together. Before the clotfa wot laid for diaav, 
Mary ran out to put <m her white gown, and otmb her yi3> 
low hair, out was surpriied at meeting witii .a Moort yowng 
gentleman in the kitchen, with a scarlet neck «n hia.cOMi 
and a gidd-laced hat. Mary, having never mcs m fine n 
gentleman, made him a low omrteBy, and ofeed.ta dOBdnct 
him to the room: but he smiled, and told her be was 'the 
aquire's lorvant. We had all of as forgot to aak for ^ 
gentleman that came with Duncan, 

Dimcan and Mary walked for two hours in He guden 
that evening — we did not know what patted between them, 
but the next day he aiked her in marriage of my parent% 
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a«d never wOI I forgiet tht niprcme happinen and gratitiKle 
^at beamed in every face oil ihtA happf occanon. I need 
not tell my readera that my fiitber'a affun were soon retrier- 
ed, or that I accompanied my dear Mary a bride to the 
Jligbluide, and had the BadB&ctttHi of saluting her as Mn 
Campbell, and Lady of Glendlicb. ^ / 



AN OLD SOLDIER'S TALE. 

" Ye didna lue to be ise bard-bearted wi' mc, gooivils," 
■ud Andrew Gemble to old Mai^aret, as be rested bi* meal* 

. poclu on the comer of the table : " If yell let me bide a.* 
m^t I'll tell yOQ a tale." Andrew well knew the way to 
iiaigaret't heart. " It's no to be the battle o' Culloden, then, 
Andrew, ye hae gart qm graet own often about that «!• ^-^ 
ready." " Wed, wed, good'viie, it aanila be the battle o' 
Cidloden, though I like wbHts to cradc about the fi»tB o' 
my young' days." " Ah, Andrew ! I'll ne'er fbrgie yoti for 
«tnbl»ng the yoang Stuart o'Appio. I wUfa Ood may fbr- 
gk you : but if ye dinna repent o' that, yell hae a Ua*^ ao 
cmmt to raider again ae day." " Aye, but h will maybe be 

. lang till that day ; an' III just tell ye, goodwtfe, that I'll 
never repoit tf that deed. I wad hae itickit a' tbe rebel 
cmr, an' tbeir paptsb prince, the same way, if 1 coold htub 
Ud my n^zes on Iritn ; repent, quo' she I" 

" Andrew, ye may gae your wap down to Deephope, we 
hae nae bed to lay ye in ; ye're no gaun to bide here a' night, 
SB' Uie mom Ibe Sabbath day." " There's for ye now! 
thne*! fi>r ye ! that's the gratitude that aa auld lodger's to 
expect frae the fock that he has sae often Tentared his life 
ferl weel, wee), I'll radier tndge away down to Deephope, 
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auld, iui' sUfi*, an' wearied as I am, ere I'll repent when OBjr 
auld witch in the country bids me." " Come your ways into 
this cozy nook ayoat me, Andrew; I'll e'eatak you in £oi 
ae night without repentance. We Bbould a' do as we would 
like to be done to." " The deil tak' ye, goodwife, gin ye' 
haena spoken a moulhfu' senae £ar alnce; fair fa' your boi^ 
est heart, you are your father's bairn yet, for a' that's come 
an' gane." But the unyielding spirit of Andrew never for- 
look him for a moment. He was no sooner seated, than, lay- 
ing hie meal-pocks aside, and turning hU dim eye towards old 
Margaret, with a malicious grin, lie sung the following stan- 
za of an old song, with a hollow and tremulous croon : 

" O the fire, the fire and the smoke 

That ftae our bold British flew, 
When we sarrounded the rebels rude. 

That waefu' popUh crew ! 
And the blood o' the rebels rude 

Alang the field that ran I - 
/h , ■ The hurdles bare we turned up there 

Of manj ■ Highland Clan." 

But ere he had done with the.kst stanaa, his antagraist had 
struck up in a louder and shrUIer key, " Hey, Johnoy Ca]N^ 
are ye vaukin yet," &c. which quite drowned Andrew, wad 
sharpened the acrimony of his temper. He called her " an 
auld Jacobite" — and wished he " had ken'd her in the yesrinly . 
■as, he wad liae gotten her stn^pit like a herring." He lu^ 
faowerer, given her her cue ; she overpowered him. witt\^ s«^ 
on the ude of the Highlanders, agaioftwhom Andrew had 
■erred, all of them so scurrilous and severe, that he was glad 
to begin his tale that he might get quit of them : it was t« 
the following effect, but were I to tell it in his own dialect, it 
would be unintelligible to the greater part of readers. 
" You will often hat-e heard, guilewife, that the Duke of 
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Cumberiand lay long id a state of inaction that year that he 
punued the rebeli to the north, so long indeed that m&ny h&d 
coDctuded tbat he dur^t not follow them into thrir native fiut- 
ncMea. The Duke, however, acted with great prudence, for 
the roads were bad, and the rivera impassable, and by remain- 
ing about Aberdeen until the return lA Spring, he kept the 
rdids lip among' their mountains, and prevented tliem tma 
committing depredations on the Lowlands. 

" I was a sergeant in the Royals then, and was ordered to ■ 
the. westward, alimg with some of the Campbells, to secure 
certain passes and fortresses, by which the rebels kept up a 
communication with the south. We remained two weeks at 
a little village on the Don, but all was quiet on that road, nor 
did we evR'lay hold of one suspicious character, though we 
kept a watch at the Bridge-end, both night and day. It was 
about the banning of March, and the weather was dreadfiil ; 
the snow was drtf^ng every night ; aad the roads were so block* 
ed up by wreaths and ice, that to ifiareh seemed impossible, al- 
though we knew that on the road west from us the Highland- 
ers had establiafaed a line of communicatioo ; and besides, we 
could get nothing where we were, either to eat or drink. The 
gentluncD at head-tiuarten knew not that the snow lay so deep 
in tlie heights of Strath-Don, and we received orders to march 
dircctljr to llie westward, to the next line of road. None of 
us liked the duty we were engaged in, fbr besides being half 
famished with cold and hunger, we had accounts every day 
of great bodtes of rebels that were hovering about the country 
of the Grants, and Brae-Mar, laying all true subjects under 
contribution, and taking from the country-people whatever 
they pleased. We were likewise alarmed by a report that 
John Hoy Stuart, accompanied by the Maclauchlans, had cut 
in pieces all our limres stationed at Keith, whicJi turned out 
a very trifling mattn* after all, but it left us as we supposed, 
quite exposed to every incursion from the north, uid wo were 
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hic^blf dUcontented. Captun B^uald Cunpbell o 
ed thit flying puty, a very brsTC fellow, and one to whom a 
soldier might speak at a friend. One day be came op frcm 
XiOrd KlnUtre's hotue, and after inspecting the different con* 
panics, he took me aside, and iwked how I liked the tenkx, 
" Faith, Capttun," says I, " if we stay long here, yoa wiH 
soon have a poor account of iu to render ; the men are pon- 
tively dying with hunger and cold. The Canipbdli make 
good shift, tor they can talk the horrid jai^n <^ the country; 
bat a« fiir us of the Royab, we can get not a monel ; and 
liy G— J, Captun, if these d — d Madntoahes come dami 
upon us, we will not be a mouthful to them. Pow Bta- 
wkk and Ccdstan are both dead already ; and curae me if I 
waa not afraid that these hungry ragamuSiK of the village 
would eat them." 

" If ye are gaun to tell us a etory, Andrew," said old Haiv 
gsret, " tdl it even oo, without mixing it up wl' cuinng and 
■wearing. What good can that do to the story ? Ye gar tl 
my heart dirle to hear ye." 

" Owther let me tdl it in my un way, gildewife, or else 
want it" 

" Weel, Andrew, I'll rather want it than hear ye tak' Hit 



" Wha's name ? The d«l'% I fancy ; f<»- the deil ai 
name Uew frae my tongue the night It is a phy, gudewife, 
that yesudebeaicagreathypocrite! I hate a hypomte ! An' 
a' you that mak a fike an' a cant about religion, an' grane, an' 
pray, are hypocrites ilka sou) o' ye. Ye are sodgers that hae- 
na the menee to do your duty, and then blubber an' whine 
for fear o' the lad- But I ken ye tetter than ye ken yonnel ; 
ye wad rather hear nought else but swearing for a month, or 
' ye didna Itear out that story. Sae I'll e'en gae on wi't to please 
mysel ; ^e deil-ma-care whether it pleaK you or no !" 

" When men die of cold, sergeant, it is for want of exer- 
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CMC," atid hti, " I DMUt.iremedr Ms. Gettble, you are r 
brave iellow ; tdse ten meu with ytm, and a gtule, and pn>- 
DeeS ints thf dittrict i«f Stnthaven '; look at the *me «f the 
nmdt, aad 'bring ine «U tlte inteiligeace you osd about these 
rd>d «lain diat'ars lioneriag; over n^." 

" AoooT^Qglf ,' I took ifap men and a guide, and one of the 
Caniphellt who cwild taUc Gadic, and proceeded to the north- 
west till I.came to the Aron, a wild and raind tint; and 
kaepjDg 6H itaibanks, through drift and mow, we ttmied in 
nther a leudwrlydirectifHi. We had not trarelled long bf 
tbe aide.of a streun till I obterred that the road had very 
lately beoi irswmtd, eitber l>y a large body c^ mm or cattte^ 
yet it ma m n^iolly drifted up that w« oo^ in nowiae dis- 
corar which of theseit had been. It vMiaenovet i3l ^riokled 
with blood, which >bad an ominous appouitnee,' but none of 
m could 4^ Kbn it-meant. I ^boerred that the two High- 
laaders, CampbeU and the guide, spoke about it in their own 
langvage, in a vehement manner, and -from thvr looks and 
notioiiB I condHded tbat they wm« greatly alarmed ; but 
when I aaked littsn what they meant, or what t^ey were say- 
ing, they made menoaaBwer. I aaked them what they suppose 
<d it to have been ibat made that track, and left all that blood 
upon the snow ? but they only, ihook their heads and laid, 
^' they could not pe tdiliing her." Still it appeared to hat-e 
been died !n largwqturatities a« we proceeded ; the wet snow 
that was Tailing had mixed with it, and gorged it up so, that 
it seemad often w if die rood had been covered witk hillocks 
oFbhwd. 

" At length we came to a large wood, and by the side of 
it a small hamlet, where some joiner* and sawers resided, and 
Jiere we commenced our inquiries. My two Highlanders ask- 
ed plenty lor their own infbrmafion, hut they spoke Engli^ 
badly, and were so averse to tell me any thing, that I had 
nearly last all patience with them. At length, tiydtnt of 
M 
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threato, and dose qneatkiiiuig, I undentood that tlit rebA 
lad ibrtified tiro ttrong Cattln to tbc aoothward, thiwe of 
Corgxrf and Bme-Har—that a bod j' of ihe Mackiutodia had 
past liy diat aame |dace about threr boon bffin« oar airiTal, 
with from twenty to thirty hones, all laden »itk tbe caroseo 
of sheep which thtj hod taken up on the Duke of Gordon's 
binds, and wen carrying; to Co^arf, which they were pro- 
Tisioning abnndantly. I a^ked if there were any leaden or 
gentlemen of the party, and wa» answered, that Glenfemet 
•nd Spital were both with it, and that it was fikely some toon, 
either of the Farqvhanen* (»- MackinfoebM, would be passing 
or repassisj; there that same night or next momiiig. This 
was an unwc^cowe piece of news to me ; for, owing to the fiu 
tigue we bad undergone, and the fidl of mow, which had in- 
creased the whole day, we could net again nach Strath-DoN 
that night, nfn* indeed any place in our rear, fiv if we had 
essayed it, the wind and Axih would have been atmgbt in oar 
faces. It appeared the most unaccouatable carcnnistaoce U 
me I had erer seen, that the cenntry at so short a distance 
should be completely under the control of the different ai^ 
mies; but it was owing to the line* of niad fr«n which there 
were no cross ones^ or these only at great ^stances ftom one 
another. 

" Neccsmty has no law ; we were obliged to take up our 
quartws at this wretcbed Hsialet ail night, at the imminent 
risk of our lives. We could get nothing to eat. There was 
not meat of any description in these cots that we could find, 
nor indeed hare I erer seen any thing in these Highland both- 
ies, savii^ eemeUmes a little milk or wretched cheese^ We 
were oUiged to go out a foraging, and at length, after great 
exertion, got holdof ashe-goat, lean, and hard as wood, which 
we killed and b^;an to roast on a fire o! sticks. Ere ever we 
had tasted it, there came in a woman crying piteously, and 
pouring tprUi torrents of Gaelic, of which I could malce no- 
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Aiag. I undentood, howerer, thaX the goat had bel<»iged to 
her ; it had however chuiged propnetws, and I <AbnA ber na 
redreas. I had no titut ts p«t io time nragea, a* I look tbetn 
all piisonen, man and iromeo, and omfiiMd ibtxa ia the same -' 
cot with onnelres, leet thejr nu^ht have eoaveyed iDtellig«iice 
to the dam of our anival, plaeiag the two HigUaodera m 
Mntinels at the door, toprerent all iagreHori^RMUDtiliiext 
marainp. We then dried oar miuketa, loaded tlKm anew, 
fixed our bafooeta, and lay dowD to rest with our dodtes oa, 
wet and weary u we were. The cotlagns, with thdr wives 
and diildren, lighted sticks on the fire, and with many wild 
geatBKs babbled and sprite Gat^all the nighu I, however, 
Jdl Bound adeep, and I bdieve m did all my compaiiaiu. 

" Aboot tw« ia tbe aioming one of the loLdien awaked 
me from a sound sleqi, by ■hakiiig' me by ihe ■houldei', with- 
out speaking a wwd. It was a good while before I oould 
odlect my senaae, ot remtniber whcM I waa, bttt all the while 
My can were stiiDoed by the diseordant souaAi ef Gaelic, 
leemiagty isamng freaa' an hundred tniigaeB. " What is all 
tbis, tnead t" said L " Hush,!' nud be ; " I mppose it is 
tlieMackintMhee, wcareall dead ova, that's aU." "OhW 
that be oB," ntumed 1, " tltat is a matter of saudl conse- 
quence ; bat d-— n the MaddatoAes, if they diall n«t get as 
good as th^ pfe." " Hush r iriiiqiend he again ; " what a 
Iocs we canaet .undentand a word sf thor lat^^aage. I think 
our sen^els are petsDading them t» pass on." With that 
one of oiirpiisonerB,an old man, called out, and was answered 
liy one of the pamengers, who then seemed to be gtung away. 
Tbe old man then bq;aii * habUing mtd telUng hin some- 
thing aloud, always turning a niB[»dous glance on me ; but 
vUIe he was yet in the middle of hie speech, Campbell turn- 
ed rouad, Isvdled his musket at the old rascal, and shot bim 
dead. 

" Such an uproar then commenced as never ans before sawi 
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iasograall a Cot-'^eroMi Kvearabf ^ke » panel of ahe-goata; 
(Jiildren »eirUg:like ali; and ito» babUia; and erring out 
in GneliC) hath witk«at oad vHhm. Campbell's piece wa> 
rekwded ia a mMncM, and Med there ma for expedition, fcr 
they were attacfaed ai tbe domr by tbe wbole partjr "od at 
last twentj' funs were alt fired on ibem a« once. The Md 
walls, bewevn-, efaekered ui effiseeuttUy, while ercry Aat that 
we could get £nd from the do«r or the h<^ in the wall, U)l> 
ed or wtfuqdad ibnie, and nluever rantued ia had two or 
three bayontb in each »de at once. Wc ware is a lad pre- 
dicameat^ but it caaie upon n» all in an iutant, and wc had 
no ahUi but to make the bwt of ii w* could, which w« did 
withoHt asjr disnay;. add to safe did we find nanelvei with- 
in our sod walh, that wbeoBnr nxy tX them Itigd to break 
through t6e loof, we had eoA advairfage, that w« alwi^bett 
them off at thi fint a«nuh ; and moreon*) wa mm tJiem dix 
tlnctljbettreeautaad tfaemow, hot widnn aUwaadaAnai^ 
and ibey coilU Me uMlki^. That #Mch pla^aed iu amt Df 
all was tb» priBotun thsrt we hadwithaa amoi^ tu, fw di^ 
were coratBntly in dii^ wa^i and we wesa fidKng^ ow then^ 
and ooming in ricJait contact with than in enrf cotno; 
and thou^ we kicked then and flung them fntn ac is great 
wrath, U) make them keep bito Ix^, yet there was u maajr 
of them, and the haam so inatt, it wae impouilde. We bad 
now beat our entmica back from the door, aad we tot^ 
that opportunity of exp^ag our trouUeKrme gueata: our 
true Highkmden rpt^t Manething' to them in Gaelic, which 
made them run out as for bare life. " Croorst, crenrat," 
died our guide ; they ran ttill the faater, and were tooa all 
out among tbe rebeb. It waa by my own tafrtm and hun- 
xied order that this was d<»e, and neter was any thing ao 
imprudent ! the whole party were m OTMJeyed tliat they aet 
up a loud and rtitenited shout, mixed with a hurra of laogk- 
tu-. What the deril'a the aaalter now? tlniika I to myself. 
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I tooB famid tliat ont to my nd experience. The poor cot- 
tagen had been our greatest safeguard ; for the rebdi ' ne 
tecmer knetnthat «11 tfaeir countrymen and thrir &ni3iei weM 
expelled and aUy oot, than they imiaeduUely let fire to Uw 
boiue OB all «ida. Thi* «« not Tery euily eflbcted, ovinia t* 
the wet mow that bad fallen : bnidei, «e bad opened holei all 
the way around the Iwadi o£ the walli, and kept them <^ a« 
wdl B« we coold. It wa« not long, howera", dl we foomt 
sursdtei ioTDlTed in aaeke, and likely to be luflbcated. I 
gave orders inatantly to sally out ; bat the door b«ng triply 
giMtdcd, weoould not editct it. In oae second we nnder- 
nined the gsUe, whic^ iitUing fiat, we sallied forth into the 
midst of the rebels with fixed baymiets, and bore down «11 h^ 
fore US. The dogs conld not stand oar migbt, bai reeled Tike 
the withered kares of a forest tl»t the winds whirl befbne 
them. . I knew not how the combat terminated, for I soon 
found mytelf overpowered, and held bit down by at least half 
a doKn Hi^ilanders. I swore dreadfully at them, but they 
imlf lui^ied at me, and, diaarming me, tied my hands behind 
my back. " I'm not in a rery good way now." thoo^t I, as 
they were all heckling and speaking Gaelic around me. Two 
of than stood as sentioels orersaeier about the space of an 
hoar, when the troop jomed ua in a body, and marched 
away, still keeinng by the nde of the river, and taking me 
akmg with them. Jt was now the break «rf day, and I looked 
about anzionaly if I could see any c^ my companknu ; but 
none of them wen wkh us, so I concluded that they were alt 
IdUad. We catne to a tai^ and u^y-lookJug rilUge called 
Tanuntoul, inhabited i»y a set of ^e meat outluididi rag&< 
muffins that J erer in my Iife.ssw^ the men were so raf^;ed 
and rough in their appearanoe, that they looked rather like 
ABxages than creatures rf a Christian country; andthewomoi 
Jud no shajne nor gense at modesty about them, and of this 
the Highland soldiers seemed quite sensible, and treated then 
"« Ceo,* 
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accwdingly. -Hera I irMbntight in before tfa«Ir CMoauatdcr 
{<a emninaAiMi. He wu om of the FarquIiMitoi, It ytrj 
dvil Bad pollu genflanaii, but a» painonUe u a «ild buU, 
and (poke the EnglUi hnguage go iaipsfectly, UiM I deemed 
it oooveoiflnt not to ludenUnd « woti tbu. ht Mud, krt I 
should betray wme eecret* of'my codmuAdCr. 

" Surdwon," »ild hei " you bcffing: peea tahken cani^- te 
Kann*> tat u, te kuus aod te sorts, dtabut our moat pleiMt 
whofrain, and his tcnnoclilniin nriaca Shuici Stehuart, Am 
■hoold pc kiffing you cfisr to pe akot iu te heat vh powter 
and te pnlleti of kuns till yon pe teat. Not te num, if yoa 
vitl pc cantor a( worts to all tat »be >hall pe ulang, aktuort 
te acoutoBM at war you UmUI not pe ahot ilit powter and te 
puUets (tf'kusi iu te heat and pmns till ibe pe teat, put yon 
■ball pe hold in frse pondage, and peated wit iticki cfiry tay, ' 
and efry night, and dry mhorDing', tall de pe anawerin; all 
and mhore." 

" rbegyout pardon,' csptun," lays I, "butreaDy I dinna 
understand Gaelic, or Eanc, or how d'ye ca't: it is sic a 
blether o' a language, that nae liring crMtnre can andattind 
it, gin it be na coibies and wulkata.* 

" C«t pe t— ming your imfRiMtencc, and ta hignorant c^ 
yonrsdf, tat cannot {>e tabking town buy ting into your 
stuhpid prain tat i« not p«ng qiobken in te vhile Lowlands 
prohgue. Hupupup ! Cot pe tabking you for a pase repeU 
lioner of a Sassenach tiefl Finlay Fawn Peg Macalister 
Monro, you are p^ng te most least of all my man, pe trawing 
bout your claymfaot^ and if you do not pe cutting hoff tat 
Creat Sassenach repel's beat at wan |rfow, py t« sboul of 
Tonald Farqnbanon, put youn shall answer for it."- 

" I'm in a watir ictape now than erer," thinks I to mysdf : 
faowerer, I pretended to be lirtening attcntiTcly to all that 
the captMn was saying, and when he had done I shodi my 
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head : " I am really aorry, atpUim," tay* I, " diat I cannot 
underBtand it word tliat you an uying." 

" Hu, ahity, ahay," laid be, " ihe'll pe mbakii^ yoo tt no* 
dentand petl«r eoeugh." I was then conducted to Ae back 
of the bonae, witb all tbe man, wataen, hai cbildren in tbe 
village about me. The cUninutire Finlty Bawn sharped 
bis claymore deiUberately upcm a ttone— tbe tddien bared 
my nedf, and I was ordfied to lay it flat npon tbe stomp of 
a tree that they bad wlected as & ooiiFenlcnt block. " Ca]>- 
taia," nyi I, " it is a shame for you to kill your prisoner 
whom you took fighting in tbe field for vkat be supposed to 
be Ae right: you are doing. llie same, and witich of us is in 
Ae right let Hcaren decide. But I'll tell you what it i^ 
d^jitain, m bet you a guinea, and a pint ct aqnantae into 
the bargain, that if none of you lend any assistance to tbat 
d— d diabl^ iellow, he i^all not be able to cut off my head 
in an hour-" The captain swore a great oath tliat no on* 
should interfere, and, laughing aloud, he took my bet. My 
ba&di only were bound. I stretched myself upon the snoir, 
and laid my neck flat upon tbe stump. Finlay threw off bis 
jacket, and raised himself to the strdie. I believe the little 
wretch thought that be would make my head Sj away Tdo 
not know how ftr. I however kept a sharp look out from 
the corner of my eye, and just as his great stroke was d&. 
Bcending, I gare my head a sudden jerk to the one nde U^ 
wards his feet, on which he struck his sword several incber 
into tLe solid root of tbe birch tree. He tugged with all his 
might, but could in nowise extricate it. I lost not a 
moment, but, plaiting my 1^ around his, I raised myself 
up agunst his knees, and orerthrew him with ease. I had 
now great need of exertion ; for though I was three times as 
strong and heavy as he, yet my hands being fettered was 
greatly agtuost me. It happened that, in trying to recover 
himself as he fell, be alighted with bis &ce downward, I 
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tliiew Btfidf acroN his neck, mad with my whole lOvi^ffh 
and weight iqueeMd bi* &ce and head down among the mow. 
The nm and women (houted and dapped their hand* until 
all the Gnun[nan fbierti of StnithaTeu ran; again. I taunA 
I DOW bad him «tfa; fctr thmi^ he exerted himidf with aH 
hit power, he covld only drag himtelf baclcwaid through the 
snow, and as I kept my poKtum firm, he was obliged to dng 
me-almg with hbn; m that, not being aUe togetany beath, 
hii strength toon hiled him, and in Icm than fire miontea he 
could do no mwe than now and then move a limb, like a frog 
that is ouibed beneath a waggon wheel. 

None of than, bowerer, i^Bced to ideaae tbetr country^ 
man, until I, thinking that he was dean gwie, arose from 
obore Idm of my own acasd. I was saluted by all the wo- 
mm, and many of then clai^ted me in their anu and kissed 
me ; and the pret^cst and best dresMd one among fbem todc 
off my baxidB and threw them away, at vhidi the captain 
seemed nothing oKnded. I was then conducted back to the 
inn in triumph, while pow Fiolay Bawn Beg Macalisler 
Monro was left lying among the snow, and bis sword sticking 
fiwtin the stamp of tiie Urch tree; and for any thing I know 
it is sticking there to this day. 

I was loaded with little presents, and treated with the best 
■that the village could affwd. The captain paid hii wager ; 
tnit before we bad done drinking our whi^y I got as drunk 
-as a boar, and I fear behaved in a very middtingway. 1 bad 
some indistinct remembrance afterwards of travdling' over 
great bills of snow, and by the side of a frozen lake, and of 
figh^g with some Highlaaden, and bang dreadiully mauled, 
but all was like a dream ; and the next morning, when I 
awoke, I found myself lying in a dungeon vault of the castle 
«f Bra^Mar, on a little withered heath, and ajl over battered 
with Mood, while every bone oF my body was aching 
with pun. I had »oae terrible days with these osnfounded 
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Parqufaanoiu and UaddntodHs, but I gat a roand Euaen^ 
of them en all the jJay wm played ; it !* s loagr stery, bat 
wdl worth tdlnig, and if pa will have patience — " 

" Andrew," said old Margaret, " the nipper is -mating; 
when we have jot that an' the pmjeK by, well then hae the 
gtoiy out at Mir un leiaore ; an' Andrew, ye lal hae the best 
i' the house to your nipper the night." 

"Gudewife, yc^re no juit nc a foo) aa I thought you wefCi" 
Bud Andrew; " that's twice i' your lifc ye hne spoken Tcry 
food sense. I trow w^ll e'en talte your sdrioe, for ye ken 
how the suld t&ng ends, 

•• Gin y« be fiw the cock to aair, 
' Gie Um a narfti' poati, dt*rie." 
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So mUld«iciua vild the wbole mi^ Bens, 
Tin leeotrj at a t^itaaa—Sco'CT. . 

SiRy—'At every thing' that retatt* to Loch Kettnrin and its 
eivirtoM, that modern dame ground, m becwne interesting to 
the public, I hare taken the re«oIn&)n of tendings you a^hort 
relation of a tour wbicb I nade thnragb that district near 
the latter end of March last; ha hopes you will not be di»< 
pleased at mating with some aocount of that romantic and 
forourite scene, even though by one ill fitt«d for such a de- 
scription, and little acquainted with the rules of compoattioo. 
I went to Stirling in the m^l-coach, and riding to Callan- 
der tiiat night, had the pecaliar Mtisfection <tf meeting with 
the cJd chieftain of M'Nab, whose name had been JamiKi(r to 
me from my infancy ; and whom I bad always been extremely 
anxious to see. From the relatimstkatlhadbeardofhtsyoath- 
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fill feat« and eccentricitiea, I expected to find to him a rough 
imperious old gentleman, who would scarcdy condeacend to 
hold social intercoune with any man, fax len with an incon- 
sideraUe wanderer like me ; hut I found his mannera umple 
and condescending, and hit politenew without any affectadon. 
HiB inexliMutible store of Highland anecdotet, and his man- 
ner of telling them, are extremely amusing. Take him all in 
all } hii form, manner, and dutracter ; ani to the*e add the 
respect Uiat is paid tn him in the two rillages, where he chi^y 
redder he ii certwnly the finest model of an old Highland 
feudal baron that will ever again be seat in Scotland. His 
character erincca a high d«^ee <J cAiliging c(»ideacension, and 
haughty impatience <rf coatriA, (tf the gentlenew of the lamb 
and the boldnen of a lion. 

I took the road up Strathgartney on foot, inten^ng to keep 
on the south side of the rirer, until I reached the old bridge 
a little below Loch Veoachar ; bat obeerring, from the road, 
an artificial mound, on the level plain between the two rir- 
en, and a unall burial ground enclosed on the top of it, I could 
not resist the impulse to stem the water, though rough and 
deep, for the purpose of viewing it ; not doubdng but that it 
was the tomb of Roderick Dhn. I was rather disappMnted 
oa finding the names «f other people recorded on the tomb ; 
but as it was so nigh to the place of rencounter between Fitx- 
James and Boderidc, and knowing that our old heroes were 
always Imried on the fields where ^ey fought, I hi^ied that 
the tomb would be first erected to him, And these other peo* 
pie buried in it afterwards. 

I cannot help remarking here, that I think the greatest 
fault attached t« the delightful poem of the Lady of tie Lake, 
is, its containitig no one &ct, on whieh the mind of the en- 
raptured peruser can rest as the basis of a principle so in- 
herent in the human mind, as is the denre of affixing the 
stamp of reality on such incidents as interest us. The soul of 
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man tliinto natunJly and urdentlf fiir troth ; and the author 
that ceases to deceive lu with the sppeannvK oi it, ceases in a 
proportional d^jee to iotereat our fediogi in bdialf of the 
character* which be describes, or the fortunes of the individ- 
uals to which theae characten are attached. The ttories con- 
tained in Mr Waher Scott's other poems, are all fairly without 
the hounds of probability ; yet «i Aey relate to «(»ne bets of 
whbh we are cottun, and there being no proof that the most 
of the ermla are not fminded on &cls, which the bard has 
been pleased to embellish in hi* own fiuieifid and peculiar 
manner, they hare the same fJeasinj^ eflcct upoo the mind 
that is produced by an authentic aarnttiTe. But in this poem 
he never once leaves the enchanting field of probability, yet 
the mind is fivced reluctantly to acicHOwIedge, that it has been 
pursuing an illuritm, and interesting itself in a professed fio 
^n. The pottibility is not even ieh of attaching the idea of 
trutii to one event, which mi^t have served as a pivot on 
which the rest would have turned ; with which we would 
gladly have associated every other djcumttance, and acqui- 
esced with deligfit in the delkionB deceptian. I admire the 
easy and nmple migesty of that sweet tale as much as any per- 
son can poieiUy do ; but I have never read it without r^ret- 
ting, that it Jutd not been firanded on a &ct, thongli ever so 
trivial ; 4Uid though my taste may be particular in this matter, 
I felt the effect rather distressing to reflectiim on viewing ev- 
ery scene (^ ac&m referred to in the poem, which causes me 
to mention it iu this place. 

The whc4e of the scenery around Callanderood Strathgart- 
ney is interee^g, and to the man who ha* travcned the flat 
extent of the esntem counties of Britain, where the vei^ of 
the horizon is always resdng on sometbiiig level wiih <»- be- 
low his eye, the firowning brows of Ben-Ledi, (the hill of 
God,) with the broken outline of the mountainB, both to the 
east and the westward, have a peculiarly plowing effect. Still 
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as yoa Kdranoe, the sceDery improm; and in die ridiutf «( 
the bridge of TiuiJi, ii u U^^f pictureeque, and yields little 
ip ranetf to tiiecelebraied TrowBda. Frhh tie (opof Laii> 
ride Uead, te Mutter place of the Ckn-Alpiae, whieh ia a 
email detached hill at the jusctkn of the watar of Glen-Fin^ 
las villi Loch Venachw, -die gtoBeal effect of the view u 
mon n(rfile and hBttcr cautiaaled, tkaa fiwn may other epot 
I all^ted upcn in t)te Stntk 

I had. here a aonrenation *£ oonoderaUe leo^h with an 
old cnuty Highlander, trtth whwe tmaarlfs I wm higUy 
aunued. He ariwd me Aankly where I csuae fVoin ? Ab4 
what ny buuitew wai in tiiat country f Aad tm my inform- 
ing' him that I wu gttng to >take a view of the Trossacks ; he 
aaid that Iwm r^httodaio,«iaeI wonUnotbe iodiefa^ion, 
; but it waa a «ign I wai too idle, and had veiy litdc to do at 
honie ; but that a Mr Scott Jiad put all the people mad by 
pKintiDj^ a ^iiig poeia abont a man that never e^Md, — 
" What the d f ■ was tp be Men about the Trosncks more 
than in an bundnd other plaoea i A few i^diM and tnidiet, 
nothmgr else." He gwre me the outfinea of the «tory of the 
Lady ^ the Lake, with great exaotnew, aad added aerenil 
improrementeAfhia own. I aUied htm if there was any truth 
in it at all ; or if it was wholly a fiotion ? He said, there wa* 
<mee indeed a man who sealked and defaidad faims^f in uid 
■bout liOch-Ketturin ; that an old Gaelic song related at 
most the same Btory, hut that Mr Scott hod been quite misled . 
with rq;ard to the names — be was mistaken about th«n al- 
t«geaher ; he tranilated some puts o£ the aong into £ngltdi, 
which <wB>e not much tlhutratire of any itory : He, howerer, 
penisted in auvtiug that the stories were fimdamentaUy the 
sam& 

He bdd me farther, that Mr Burvei intended to build s 
bower in the lonely Isle of Locfa-S^urin, in whidi he meant 
to ^ace dtD prattieat gal that cmild he taanA in Edioburg'h, 
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dtuing tlie lUiiiiDer months to powMiUe fAe/iOtfy of ^ 2^a^; 
' tliU ahe wu to be ^dendidly -draMCd in the Highlasd Tai^ 
tana, and tarry the compwiy oVer to tlie talutd ;— thM Bobert 
Hscleui, a weaver at tlie bridge at TvA, was to be ibe gob- 
lia of ComUUrialdn, and had already procured tbe Aid of a 
moiutroiH Aaggj black goat, wluch wai to form a priodpal 
part of hu dm* while U that capacitf ;-~t]iat, in fact, interest 
and honour both combined to induce Maclean to turn a gob- 
lin tbia my mmmer; fiw in a conyenation which he had 
with tvo lidiM, hi|^ in rank, laat year, he informed them, 
with great leriotUBag, that the goblin actually haunted the 
dan occauoDallf to thi* day, at (tated periodn, and if they were 
there <m lueh a day, at niGh an boor, he would forfeit his esn 
if they did not we him ;— ^y premited to him that they 
would come, and reward him with a large nun of money if 
ha fulfilled his engt^ement f^4hat of coune Robert was hold- 
ing himialf in nadiiun to appear, in. case this only nirrir- 
ii^; brownie, vhoat they luppoce to have been once the king 
of the whole tribe, ibould nq^t to pay bit periodical visit 
to that londy teat of hi* luident regal court. 

After tbeae playful anecdotes, the reader will be a little 
attcmisbed at hearing, that this man actually believed the tale 
ot the gaUin; and that he had visited Correi-Umkin, not 
many year* ago, at lui usual term ; in coufinnatioD of which 
be related the following MMy ; 

" A certain man, who wv ouee tbe bett thol in the gk^ 
who is still alin, but whoee name I bare forgot, want out 
early wk day in winter t» shoot wild de«r on the lad^ rf 
Ben- Venue J and, on the akirta of the hill, near % tha deft 
of the ^ost, he met with an old man, whatB.&ce 'waa wrink- 
led, his eyca red, ud bil hao^ as wUta as ssow, leaaing'and 
trembling iwer a iteff — 4 w begyd. of, the lad, whranwe shdl 
descniioale Dbbqu, tngiK-him taimthiiig to eat. Dunoaa 
•aid he btd hn»g)it very littk Car hiiMdt hut he mold abm 
N 
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k witK him, and gave hlra tome cskci and cheete. The t/lA 
■tranger aecqiled of tbe bww wilb tbattkAdness, and amired- 
the bunler that he ihould not bare ouue to rue what be had 
done. Immedialety ^ter Oiis, Duncan ttarted a fine stag, 
fired at him, and vounded him, aa he thought, mortadly. 
The Btag halftd exceedloffy ; yet notirithatandtDg erery ex- 
ertion on tbe part of fau pursuer, he ahrayi einded his gnup, 
though the latter rrn for the tno«t port quite hard upon him. 
He loaded and fired nine mcocM^e tiraoB, vrithoat being aUe 
to make anj bnber imprewioD upon the Mag. He grew quite 
fetigued-— the sun went down— the winter day wai drawing 
fiiit to a close ;— bi» prey wb» neither nearer nor more diitsnt 
than he wu in the momtDg, though he had MIowed him 
many a weary mile i—he stopped to load hi« gun once more 
with the lost diot that he had remaimng, when he beheld the 
■tag &I1 down quite exhausted ; — be hasted up to him, and; 
wonderful to relate I instead of a stag, he found the identicsl 
old man lying, whose neoeauty he had relieved in the morn- 
ing I b« stood up, and in a menacing mien and r<Hce, address- 
ed him as fid lows. 

" Return, return, I>uncan, you hare just come fat enough ; 
if you crane one step fortber, you Aall nerer return !— mark 
what 1 say ^— if it had not been for your kindnen and benefi- 
cence this morning, you should nerer hare seen yimr friends 
and &mily agiun ; but go home, and let the poor remains oT 
my exhausted herd rest in peaoe ; { have but seven now left me 
in all my irild domain, but tiMse ditil nerer Meed beneath the 
hMid of mm^l man." Dunotn went home in fear and tremb- 
Ung, and, fond ai he was ot bunting, bns never since that 
day tidccn a gu iB his hand. 

About one iMack I teadtcd Mr Stuait the gnide'i house, 
Ae naoM of vbiah I a*« cnn either pronoiuwe or ipeli. and 
waainfermedibf hia isDlher that he wia ant at home. I w«s 
tan in thelMitaa«TOB that Mcount, for I wished w hxt 
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mjiwlf in the TrdHKlci aimt; tohsve no interruption in my 
GoBtemplAtioni j bat to eoiTcne only witb natUM, ploue mf • 
Hslf with wmdering at her wildat picture, u>d wonder why I 

After havinf tasted plentifully of old Mm Stuart's High- 
land cheer, I Kt ontwithahnrt bounding with joy, to put my 
idieme into execution. I traced every rarm and labyrinth 
that winded around the rocky pyramids ; climbed every 
insulated maw, and thunder-qiliutwed pinnacle, iantantic aa 
the coaet of the gatheiing thunder-cloud, and huge, at the 
ancient jnle that wa< reared on the valley of Shinar. Mr 
Scott has iuperaeded the poaubility of ever more pleasing, by 
a Mcond deioriptiau of the Trowadu, but in to doing, he has 
certunly added to the pieaaure aiioBg from a view of them. 
Whoever goe« Unirvey the Tronacks, let him have the 11th, 
ISth, and 13th divinona of the fint canto of tbelMig^the 
Lake in hU beait; a little Highland whisky in hti head; 
and then he shall see the most wonderAd scene that nature 
ever produrad. If he goes without any of these necessary 
ingredients, without one verse- of poetry in his mind, and 
" with(»it adrq^ie in his noddle;" he may as well stay at 
htH&e ; he will see little that will mther astonish or delight 
him, or if it even do the one, will &il of aoctHnpliihing the 
olho'. The fimcy must he aroused, and the imagination and 
■prits exhilarated, in order that he may enjoy these romantic 
•emes and grove* of wtmder with the printer eest This is no 
chimera. Sir; I can attest its truth from experience. I once 
went with a frimd to view the Craig of Glen-Whaigen in 
Nithadale — it was lat* before we reached it ; we were hungry 
and wearied, havbg fished all day ; it was no rock, at all ; 
the Cftt-Cr^ at the bock rf our house was much fame strik- 
ing ;— 4t was a mere trifle ,■— ^e sat down by a we^ at its base— 
dined on nch pPvriumiB as we had, — and, by rsp^tfd ^plica< 
tlMiB to a bottle full f^ whisky, emptied it cJetut out The rock 
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continued to impvora ; n dnnk oat of tite bottls altansto' 
]f ; and in sa doing were (Miged to bold «p oar box towards 
tlie rock of Gltn-WfaBi^n; it wjm ao grand and Mibllme, that 
it vas not without an effort we oou]d ever bring our headi 
back to dieir natural poutifHi. Still as the whiiky diminisli- 
ed the rock of G)en-Wbai^;ea inartMed in size and inagnifi- 
ceDce; and by the tune the botde w>» emptjr, we were fixed 
to the ipot in amaBement at thst itupeodoua pile ; and both 
of UB agreed tiutt it was such a rock aa never was looked upon 
by man. 

The most delightfiil riew cf the TraaMtda is that wbich 
» first seen, I mesa the one fivm the highest part of the 
road leading Snaa the comer of Loch-Achray to the mouth 
of the paw; and the most woDdorfhl ii that from a rods 
About mid-way between the pass and Beisan, where the 
whole extent of the Trocancki are seoi rising b^t^d on* 
another, lilie the billows of a stormy oceatt- 

I went next to the top of a diff, norA of the paee, that I 
might enjoy a view of the setting sun on Lodi-Kelturin.— « 
The evwing was calm and ewene.— Then was not the lUgh^ 
est breeze {daying on the surface of the water, nor the small- 
est speck of rapour floating ia the firmament orer it. It was 
indeed a deli^tfiiJ: scene, and I would hare sent you an ez-> 
cellent descriptioa of it, bad not Ur Scott prerioudy daal» 
it for me. But what astonished and delisted me most at all, 
was the appearance of Roderick Dhu's barge far west oa the 
lake. 

" Which bearing downwards from Glengjle, 
" Steer'd ftill upon the lonely isle.** 

She however weatfaoed it, and bore onward to the base of 
my eattle. As the bark approMfaed, I heaid a great ntmhrr 
of voices from it jcnntng in a GaeiHc song, the eflfeoi oF which, 
on tJw woods aad rocks, was tndy admindjie. I was so ttWH 
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^rted with Ac aJBglilar coincidence,' tliat I vared my hat 
Rod Aouted qlood, 'f R«derick Vich Al|Hiie Dhu, ho eiro," 
while mil the crew vaired their boaneta and shouted in r^ 
torn. Thii chief of the mountains wm no other than Mr 
Stuart, with a boatful of the people of Strathgartoey, whom 
he had ^t day isised to atsist bim ia clearing away some 
woodweMon the banks of the' take. With him I apent the 
erening, and we were a« happy at Highland cheer and 
Highland whisL:y could make lui. 

Oae bumieh'd sheet of living gold. 
Loch Katrine lay beneath him roll'd; 
Ib all heir length, far whiding lay, 
Widi promontory, creek, tmd bay. 
And isLinds thiit, empurpled bright. 
Floated amid the livelier light ; 
And mountains, that like giants stand. 
To centinel enchanted land. 

He cstertaincd me with stories of KueieQt snpentitioo, and 
anecdotes of sondry great peisDni \rtio had vintad that scene 
th« preceding suiAmer, with their renarice. Of the obser- 
rattmis made by the bereditary Prince of Orange, Mn 
Stuart seemed t* hare treasured up every sentence in bet 
memwy ; his title kail impressed her miod deeply with a 
Mwe of his im^tvUace. Mr Stuart and I got one jog of 
Htddy after another,, until ire grew n.6ti intimate fciends, 
that ve could not he satiafied witbout testifying it by liialung 
hoodi every glass, eren- tboagh at the liik of spilling a part 
of mr betenge. Next meraing I arae very eariy, and 
hasted to mj faronrile eniBence, whMi- is. neariy straight to 
the west of Mr Stuart's heuse, fiom whence I bad a ddight- 
fbl prospect of the sun rising on the lake, wfateii wa* so cahoi 
Oat thve vas not eren a dimple wl its iriule sdt&ce^ The 
N3 
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huge biittled hulk of Ben*V«Hie, vboN iiaage, when rea 
fleeted in the lake, apjieHed idll nach larger,] while tta in- 
verted BDimry peak, wbick aeened m if ^trdag the ccntm of 
the world, bad altogether u effect truly grand and totaliy ■» 
deacribable. 

There wai not a iM^ath of wind whi^ieriiig naaag iht 
trees ; for of green learet none had yet appeared, wan 
those of t}ie holly and woodbine, but the young downy 
buds of the hazel were hanging in great abandaoce ; and 
u my impatience bad not lufiered me to wait the return of 
the giunmer montlu, 1 w» oUtged to npply the foliage in 

One blaclfbird only had ibund hii way to the Troesacks 
at that early though delightful fieaion, who seemed to have 
chosen for his cbmr a cluster of tall bircbet up nigh to the 
base nf Beinan, from wlitch, both mora and even, he poured 
his wild melody through the woods and spire* around him. 
A number of small bird* were, however, trilling their artlew 
notes, and in order to make up the deficiency as well as 
possiUe, robin redbreast jUaetA biwiiwlf upon the very point 
of the uppermost twig of the tree, tmiaediattiy orer me ^— 
made himself as big a Inni as he posnfaly conid, and rang 
amasii^ly sweet ; and, on shifting my Htuation, be also shift- 
ed hit, and practiMd upon another tree still ncuer to me. 

After break&st, Mr Staart agwa acoonpanied me thraugh 
the Trossacks, by the Pass, the entranea Into which is aniaa- 
ingly pietmcaque. In the bo wm of a rede, south of the 
Phs, he told me then was a cave, when an outlaw named 
Fbtt^o- resided many yean ; hot dw^h tnditiM w«a so 
particular with r cg ea d to ita ntnatioa, aa to dcnribe miaute- 
fo the difierent views whidi it coaamaBded, he nid he had 
entir^y lost the entrance to it ; though be had searched ftr 
it with the uOBoet care. 

The Gadic naaae Tramatki, be nid, ngMfied the rangh 
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ar ahaggy place, wbicfa' is' certHaly n tenn vwf WpjmjfnMlm 
ladeed, tiw GuBn Bune* of {dacet an in gtaentl «o high' 
ly dooiptire of th«r rarioiu Rppcaraacee and ntuatian^ 
diBt, if yon t(A a Higfalaider tlie name «f a pUce, he wiU 
almoat inracttbly teU ymi vhat it u like; tW |)Mi in 
the TfMMclti, hcnrerer, in farmer agtt, hW a dcngnatkra 
nnch more toribk, aa th« pan in ihoM dsyB «<(nild 
eertainlj itwlF i^xar when the wood wai aU old. It leema 
to ham been odled He Gate if Hell; for, Mr Stuart avurcd 
me that the name Lodi Ketturin literally wgnified ike Loch 
^ (Ae Gate tf HeO. Comi UrUcin ugiiifiet iU BrotnuTt 
Clomgk: bat the description given of the ^irit that one* 
inhabited it by the Higlilanden, mutt remind erery one of 
the Mtyn of old. The oily ide of Loch Ketturin ii then 
called <Ab iloti^A ItiMnd. ' It i« a Ukdy place for a lart retreat, 
but there ia no appearance of any hover or building of any 
Idnd e?er harag been upcm it, and we may mfely conclude 
there nerer haa been any, for the fobndation being ao ariii^ 
the remaini of tbe nnaUeit cot would rtiQ have oontinned 
niM, if itonei had at all heoi used in the ttmcture. The 
toeoa are again gronm to a eonnderable heigbt, and the n* 
cant placea are all planted. 

The day waa nnooanmonly aerene, and ertsi warm; and 
aa we auM up Loch Ketturin, the wild grandeur of tiw 
acenery, aa reflected in the a^ amre lake, greatly ddighted 
mft Oor track on the aurfooe t£ the water had the appeal^ 
ance of an immenae gazoon, of which our bent Armed the 
oztceme point ; and the gentle aweli, roUing from her prow, 
brtAe the diadowi of the moontaiua into a thousand fontaa- 
tie diapea. 

About Mid-wsy np the lake I went on diore, and afier 
tdUi^ Uan of Mr Staart, aacended the mountains to the 
northward, and in about an hoar and a half I reached the 
tepofthatnagewlddi acpaiatmthe GImof Loch Ketturin 
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frun tbe k-aes of Balquhidder. Frodi ' ttiis baght, bm tb« 
view became nore gencrdi the effect «f vty aae place vm 
noirljr eflaced. Tke most striking; ima^ in Uie Jauduape, 
was the bnge donn mmmtaiD of Beii<M4re, that towered to 
the finoatMnt :immed!ate1y oro' ag^»t me, and high m I 
knew mjnelf then to be by e^>erience, havinf climbed inces- 
waaHy for three half houn, I peroeired with aitoniitunent that 
it WW t^arljr as higli i^in. It was completdy coFered tridi 
prodigiom maMes of snow, and a' little dusky (dond hovn^ 
above its top, the only one then to be seen, l^is seemed to 
be atOacted to it by a sort of magnetic power ; for it first pmnt- 
cd towards it at a distance, then took a sloider h<^d of its 
head by which it hung tome lame over it, as if keeping its 
hold with ^Cculty, and finally settled upon its head in the 
itHHt strikiag moral form that can be concdred. The 
mountain so high, so pyramidal, and so white, with the <laric 
gray crown upon its head, placed there as it were by the 
lumd of Heaven, and descending from the df iea in my view, 
fomed, on Hk whole, sach a picture of svUimity as I nerer 
before looked itpon ; and I could not help saying to myself, 
''' robed in the moet inccmtestaUe insignia of royalty, ihtan 
stands the king of the Grampians." As the vreathca of snow 
on the dark sides <f the hills were extremdy hard, it was 
not without ^fficulty that I descended into the valley of 
BaJqnhiddff. I spent the remainder of diet day and the 
next morning in taking a view of the glen, and dept at a 
Girmer's house. ' 

The braca of Balquhidder form an extent of rich snocidoit 
future, and are in general s'^" to tiie very tops. It has die 
appearance of bring a fine pasturing district ; but the sheep 
are said to be mlject to many diseases, ahhoBgh tht^ feuA tX' 
eeedin^y welL The valley is of CMisideisbleej^wit, and al* 
-most a dead level ; in oansefuebce of whick^ it is snlqectad to 
frequent bmbdatuMii by tfac nrdlmg^biefc ot dte lakes ; for in 
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Tialeitt raiiu tmi thmr^ tiw toiteiits poor flKxn tke iMRWaiiiB 
M ra{HKUy, and it lodi aimidBiiak aad A^ dedirity (^ ^ 
r^iSf being m mconridenUe, it bfowMS w oae coatimMl 
lake. Tlnere itn tvo czWnnTe and fins fiihing lod» m. it, 
Loch DoiDe sitd Lodi V<h1, ■ignifyiojf tbe deep Lo^ and 
the shallow Loc^ Thti gien ii die nerthent Hmita of tlie 
amatryr wUdi Mr Seott pTea to tbe Clan-A^»n, and is 
bringing die fieiy ctom bscik from it he comaMta a umple gm^ 
gr^ihical miitake, hy maldng it come again, " down Stntfaf 
Gartney'i ralley broad," the rery track which my tJn'ffii' 
Halia^ and young Angiu had before karened. 

About an hoar befius noon, I tof^ teave otnj ho^taUe 
entertaaDcn, and^ without isfcrniBg any one et my Aamgaa, 
for Smt of oppontiDn, I again a>c«>ded th« miiiiiiitoirffi tu th& 
DOrtlHnad, nadnd, if paBnUe> ta mA tlie top of Ben-M(R«> 
It bong in the IicBk of Acday, wlnd),wa>cxtre>iidy £■•> and 
tbe aan karing wfteoad die now inmeihil, 1 leacbed iti top 
without nnch SBsattf, hnl not without gzcat btigM ; if it 
had mat been tar una KgUaud cakM, dieew, and whtikf, 
wJrick I was eaitly prnwdeii to. taka along with me, I had 
certainly bStd altogetW. I heweTer reacbad tbe wunnit 
gf the kill, and of my witkn fiw tks pta^nt, where tka fint 
thing I did wee to iAak to hia Uqnty't heiMi, at A» mam 
tine declatmg akm^f a« there waa bo honan besg to hear 
Boe, that I wmdd by na meai change rilwatioM widi him^ 
Sxc that hl« itataOTi In life waa extieaiely low in cuapsriMa 
with that I Bowoocufded. 

I bdierait u generally allcnred, that lb ck^madon at eb* 
vation of b aian'* lund is in a great m^aure conftnuhle ta 
dte diepoution ti bi« bodily frame ; if thia holds good in all 
marn. It ia eridoit that nMhuag can contiifaote eo much to tlw 
elentien of Ua tetitinieMa, aa plaoog him on dia tnp of a 
Tory high. lull. I think thia might be. dnionatratiTely pmy- 
ed, f^r, if we couider that the blxly >> die aeat or dmoe ti 
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tbcHind; Aatwlile in tbis state c^ exifUnce tbey cannot 
•ubeiit unbder; ef course, where ibe bodyit there must the 
mind be a]M>,' wiH any nian then ren tore to deny tbat mind 
to be derated wliich is 4000 fcet ohan the lef el «f the sea. 

This is only a Bpedmcn of l^o/nm teatoaing, no one nmit 
miDd it, but try if he can for a moment conceive the gab- 
iunity of my utaatifat. Conoeire a self-impartant bard rit> 
'ting til a itate Dt the bigfaest exultation, on tbe nj^fermoat 
-^nade of tbe lo^ and majea^ Ben-More, vbose temples 
Jte had, tbe emiingr before, seen ao Kdemnly atcirded witii 
the emblenu of royalty— .above bu^ manei (tf eternal 
sbotr; abore the babitatitas of dw fox and tbe e^ie— above 
the cares (and I wieh be ceuH eay tbe ranitiei) of tfcti mnU. 
JLookii:^ on the wettem ocean and ides, the wbde nugB ot 
,tbe Grampiau htlla, tbow- atrtpendouB pyrainidi c€ nature, and 
i^.thetouthof Scodand^treadarouBdhiinubnamap; vbile 
ihe finest lakes of tbe ceontry were lying stretdwd at mt in 
Aui TBqnctiTe vallia*, alnwst iaimeliately bcfov hii feet ' 
-' The Keaewaa indeed sudi a one a> no inn^^inatioB can 
ipaint vith juitice ; and wliat it vantei in loftnHa aud vctw 
dune, on aocoimi of tbe early eeason'of the year, it gained in 
gnudenr, by the pore unsullied -robei of- enow Aat envdofted 
all the mountaint from a certun height upward*. 

Thu was certainly a good oritaritm for judging of the oan- 
paraHve bdg^ti of these hills, for none of that tnu faew failai 
■now, hot thatiAicb bad been amaagad durii^ tbewintv, 
and had stood the test of several regular thaws, one et tbein 
the greatat that bad been witoened in tbat doiartry during 
the present age ; yet, abore a certain hdgbt it bad t^sen no 
viiiUe effect, brtho- than sdffining the snow on the return 
ol fnKt. Ben-Lawers, that rises from the twrtfa shere of Lsdi 
Tay, is by all geographoi accounted the bigbest bill ea that 
boimdi ; but this is not at aD tbe idea of tbe jnbabitants of 
the amntry, whose cyimon I aoMunt of some ve%faL They 
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are oaifivmly of a|nnioB tbat Bat^Msreia 1^ higliMt, Bow 
Leo, that rua between Stntti*fiUut and Clen-Orchey, tite 
Mcond, aed' Ben ^.Uren, tmlj tbe tiiitd. I Ain not mtOna 
that Ihia n actually tht cate, but ^^wanncea wera at tbit time 
n&tr in brour (^ the theory ; paibapt the people around tlw 
baae of the latter may think di&reatly.> 

I cannot help mcotieuag here a drcmnttaaBe, «f tite truth 
<tf which I hare long; been coariaced; itii, that die higlMt 
mountaina in Scotland, withottt exertion, aneome that are 
Mtu>t«d in the eaBtem dlTaioa of--d>e Giampijui rangn 
and which, ai fiu as I know, no geogT^faer or tourist 
hn tva nentieBed. I do sot know the particular names 
iritich dirtingiiidi each of than, bat they rise between the 
«urce»cf the Dee, the Gairti, the Ann, and Glen-Mere^ 
Caim-Gmum is always aUowad to be next to Bcn-Neris in 
hci^t ; but there are Mue to the south-west of it that ^pear 
to be noch higher, the altitudes of which hare narer been 
iakeu ;* I hare crossed these BKHmtaina both at mid-eumncr 
and in Apcil; a great extent of country m thatqaarteris a 
compete deaert, where no human habitation is to be seen,. nor 
hamanrmce heardior time quarters of the year. GleU'AviBk 
which beloi^ to the Duke of Gardoo, is oBarlf twenty miles 
in ieogth, yet. I dare say, it is not known t» abore ten per- 
Bons alire. It b a.sceae of the moat g^my grandeur, and 
well cakulatcd to inspire notiani of ideal beings, of terror and 
jmftntixian, which, are aaciibed by the Highlander to its kin&- 
)y dells. In its bottom b a fine lake at. least ten miles iu 
length, thesuriace of whiti la.onanelentioB ef 1700 feet 
abve tbe Intl itf the sea j y«t the mountains aivund it^ ap 
■fm as high &cun tbeir basek as any other in Scstlaad ; though 

* Since the writiiig of thii, the height of then 
bjDi 
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this w inpoi^bk, yet I cencaire •ntiBof thete mMiiitaiiu to 

be the higiHrtn tibe kingdom. 

I KnuiMA in thu exalted *tatioa u long at the chiUmai 
of the Ktmx^uat ol that nffoa would miffer me, md I flat* 
tttcd myidf tfaat I wu in reality m mudi deligjited with the 
country as any of thoM ooold be to whom it bdonged ; sod 
m a proof <f vy nq^MNtian, ctaujadcd that none of than 
mmld hxve dimbed Ben-Mora at toch a WMon to ge t a view erf it. 
I tlien began, not irtthost ccuiUifaUe Iv^idalnni, to descend, 
kee{niig the uatb-eut conux ot tbe hill, the north aide bcnog 
all lila B imooth dmet of ice. I toon diacovcred that the tak 
of gettioif down from the hUI wh likely to be anodiinoK atk 
«liioui OM than ihfX of aKendiag it, for I was oUiged to take 
mdt tbart Btqa, sBd befim I could take Uiem at all, had 
eStea to dij^ bolea with my staff whenin to let my Cset ; m 
that after ladling an boor, 1 tur tlut I had not proceeded a 
qoartar of a inUe, I howerer fah no cold by that time; on 
the caatmy, I nevtr wai warmer in my life. At length the 
Meepert port of the bill anmed to be got over ; all was white 
and tBieoth befm me, and [ detemtiiMid to lUdedown Ae 
aorfiue of tbe mow oa my -feat, jadgtng myi^ to Im «zeeed> 
ingly adrmt in aocb adderementa. The j^ariog iriiitem« 
-bad, however, deceived me. The lull tamed out to be nodi 
more steep than I bad eoncartd it to b& For u>me tiaie I 
(^ed on, swiftly indeed, but with great ea*e; bat at length 
I began to fly wM sucb velocity, that nty eyea fell a walvb 
ing, and I enAnJy loM nght of, my arane. In my bwiy, 
uMbnowiBg treU wbatrto>d(^ I nade'a niddenlean backward 
«n ray sttf ; i&d<dn^ iriiidi, my^faet bong posting on at lodi 
a nte, w^t fiwter thaa I coold fidlow thwa, I leat my eqnl- 
lihrtum, fell on my back, and darted down tlra ud<e of Sen- 
Mora, 

" As ever ye mw the riin down &', . 

Or yet the urow gu ftae the bow." 
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My ataiF, of which' I loat the hold when I fell, qnite ontrun 
me ; my dean ditrt, whicB waa tied neatly up in a red hand- 
kerdiief, came hop^g dovn liie VS, tometimea behind and 
«ametime> heton me, but my bat took a directioQ quite differ- 
enL I strode the same (k^etatdy with my heels, in hopes 
to stop my career, bat nB wa« to no piapoee, until I came U> 
a flat shelving part of the hiD, where I lay still at once, with- 
ODt being a bxtbmg the worse. The fint thing that I did 
was to mae my eyes towards the top of Ben-More, and was 
astonided at the dietftnce I had come. As nearly as I could 
calculate, I bad trardled post in that manner upwards of a 
mile in litde more than a quarter of a minute. I induced 
in a hearty laugh at my manner of journeying; with some 
difficulty picked jip my scattered trarelling accoutremenU ; 
and, proceeding on my way, reached Borain in Glen-Docbart, 
the house of Robert M'Nab, Esq. about eleven o'clock at 
night 

I spent two weeks in that house and ita ndghbourhood, but 
never mentioned my adventures on Ben<More to any one. Sot 
ftar of bring laughed at. I viewed all the varied scenei^ of 
BreadallMne, traced all its rivers to their sources, and dimbed 
all the mountains that commanded the most extensive or in- 
teresting views of the country, and at length returned to the 
south by the way of Loch-Eam-head and the pass of Lenny. 
I would have sent you descriptions of these districts through 
which I travelled, but I am airaid that I have already drawn 
out this letter t» a ridiculous length. 
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So thoult not i-ead ray Tales, thou »ay*8t Hontlio, 
" Because, fonootli, such charactere as ttioae 
That I have dioaen should ne'er be defined. 
For when they are, — ^where'a the epitome. 
The moral or conclusion ? What may man 
Profit or learn by studying such as these ?" 

Wo worth thy shallow, thy insidious wil. 
Thy niHace-skimming lore, Horatio t 
Thou'rt a mere title-page philosopher, 
A thing of froth and vapour, formed of all * 

The unsubstantialities of nature, 
Nourished by concourse of the elements ; 
A man of woman born, of woman bred. 
Of woman's mind, frame, faahion, and discourse, 
A male Blue-stocking I — Out upou thee, girl f 
Nay, do not fame nor wince ; for, on my soul. 
Let but thy barber smooth thy whiskered cheek. 
With sterile but well-nonrished crop besprent. 
Scythe thy muttachio, and, by this true hand, 
I'll hire thee for a nuiM, Horatio. 

Dost thou not know, presuming as thou art, 
That purest gold in smallest reins is found. 
And with most rubbish mixed, which thou wmst sif^ 
And sorely dig for ? — Treasures of the deep. 
The mine, the vale, the mountun^ieaTen itself,,,. |^. 
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Uan needi muat b»l for, d«e be cannot win. 
And vilt tbou itill be bUwi'i Kuion, 
Beading alone wkat &ahion wwrroaU tlwe. 
The calendar sf waineii ?— ^^t thou nerer 
Leant for di^ielf to judge, asd tora thine ej e 
Into dut page of life, tJie bunun aoui. 
With ill its nfi, ahadea, aad depesdenciei. 
For ever varied, and for enr new? 

if thou doBt, be thu thy axiom. 
Not to dn^ae the ilij^lett, most minute 
Of all iti ihades and uttering^ if they fl«w 
Warm from the heart but cheriih such in thine ; 
The day may come thou may'it think otherwise 
Than thou dost now. Ah, luut tbou never wen. 
The Idndly flmh and genial glow of ^ring. 
And fumner's flower nipt by the luting Uast 
OfduOnnhealthfulgale? Yea, oft thou hast ; 
And ceuld'rt thou see as well into this breast. 
And note the toil and warbre there mauUained 
By the fimd wear^ aojoumer within. 

That poun thisl^, its only anodynel 
Thou could'at not chuse but litteaa,— it is not 
Thy nature to deapiie my rural lay. 

1 would be friends wil^ thee, Horatio, 
For I hare weaknesses, and foibtei too. 

Worse llian thine ovu, and hearier &r to bear I 
Thai say Mt th^, by desk or counter placed, 
Or hiqily on the gilded sofa set. 
By board of drawing-room, while some ^ii dame 
Stretches her Uly hand, with c&relew mien. 
To mxe my little book-U^ say not thou, 
" This it our fiiend again ; poor man J he is 
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. For ever publi^bg', and (tBI tJw Mtme, 
The buy's raide, the iritciil's smbMif, 
The spirit's voic^ Ac nnaotiki asd th« atHt." 
Spare the injuriom speech— dert thoa D«t ue 
That beauteooi lamk, Mid that halUtfted eye. 
How they beapeak the comely- racascjr. 
The Toid<^ soul wUUb? YetAatMMdaon 
Z<etda aod misleada one tuit oiMAe town. 
DoBt thou not know, Horatio, that one vord. 
The first word critical Ihat is pnmoimced 
On any trembling: author's valued w<»k. 
Nay the first syllable, h Eke ■■ spark 
Set to the mountan, that wi)) flaoK and afttwdl 
Eren when the brecMB rest ; miking' its wi^. 
And none can certify where h may end f 
Beware then how thon kmdkM such a iaoie'. 
To sear a soul and genin in th» Uoom ) 

Far rather s^r— fttr 'lis a* easy said. 
And haply aigher trtlt " Madam, I hare 
Perused that work, and needs most own tp yon, 
I deemed my time well dpent — read it tfam^fw^ 
Thou wilt not rue it" This ware friendlier &r. 
And more becoming thee ; bat it b not 
Thy cherished principle, for thou wilt talk 
Of egotism, and HiKwing tma cme'ssetf ; 
Chatter of mind, and irem, and the efect 
Of constitution, til! the matrom yawn. 
And green gh4s ttne st Aee — far Aam^ Hra«d»; 

Of " Egotmm and dr awro g from one's self l" 
Does this befit thee ? — I hare heaid thee talk 
Three hours and thfaty minutes by die dodc 
OfoldSwntGflei, Mrferwoltbystf! ,- , 
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Hiyadf and thine.— Yet tlwa wilt carp at me. 
And My that I draw onlf ttmn mytdil 
Well, be it n; he who dram otbenvue 
Than fnta hii Ceding*, never ahall draw true. 
I kwHT my fiwlu, Horalio, -aad caa laugh 
At thwi and thee, m &aa ihalt Me awm. 
Bead thoa the tale before thee—if it pleate 
Not thee I care not ; bnt I pledge my word 
My next sball pleaw thee wofie ; I hare a mark. 
Win better jnit—£)r it ahall be of- thee. 

There was a time, Hemtii^— bat 'tia gone. 
Would thtU we aw^ agnn— when erery hind 
Of Scotland's toatheni dalea tilled hii own field; 
When master, dame and mud, iemnt and Mn, 
At the nme beard ate of the tame plain meaL 
The liealA and h^tpiBCai of that repoit 
Made every meal a feaat— In theae good day* 
Of mi^t and hardihood, there lived a man, 
A wealthy, wordiy, and ri^ honest hind, 
Higit John of Hanor. He bad ewee and hmbs, 
Kida and he-gooti, more than he wtil could muabo', 
Beaidee good breeding mares and playfol colt^ 
Heifers and laiiy bnlloclu, many a one. 
But John had diat which better fits the aong 
Of rhyming liard and thee, HOTStio, 
Than Iiid or lamb, ocdt iv unwieldy ox ; 
He had fire dsag^tcn, all of them as fur 
As rosea in their prime : beshrew that heart 
That woold not leap and warm at such a sight 
As J<^n of Manor's daughters I~-At that time 
There Krad in Lyne a shrewd discenung dame. 
Who had an only son, Halbot his name. 
OS 

,, .,a.nyi. 
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One day abe dctw her dnoE g1«m to Uta fi^^ 
FoTj ah ! her seam wu fine, Md it mw wUts 
As the pure movj whife by her nix icdiMi 
Her darlutg: stw, jtmt ns^ag &hk hii woric 
His ru4dy cheek wm least i^mi Ut bmi. 
His eyes fixed an tlw wa^ b cartkn tuv>, 
And all the while he wan Jull orBCrtlj 
WhittHng a tuMe, w if it did import 
Greatly ty him the nastedy peif<naBe«^ 

" Thou never dost remark," wid the good dame. 
And as she sp<^e ahe tumod her frjiag eye 
lUght o'er the ipectM^ W look a« Hab : 
The eye> of g;laBa were itUL upon Ae teaa. 
But the true eye pelted over them; it *a« 
A mother's eye, aye fraugb with kind concern 
When turned on her own tA^tiag.—" Lode thou here. 
Thou careleM thing — thou nerer doit remark. 
What beauteous lioen i bare faoogfat this year 
For my good bou ; but, trow we, it has east 
Thy mother a round sird ; yet though it h&^ 
I hare a BMamng in't which bodes thee welL— ~ 
List me, my mh. What wbillilo is that 
Thou keep'Ht a triUin^ at ?" — Halbert went cm 
Straight with his tune, tha« wtu ai fall in it 
He could not lose. — " List what 1 say, roy son. 
I'm wearing old and frul, and by tbe<nune 
Of nature soon must Itan thee : we ban lind 
Full happily and well, bat slow decay 
Steals on with ilcnt &ot, and we must part" 

" Hush, hwh," nid Halbert, " talk not of that thesK 
For many years to ccme. I'd rather part 
With all I have on earth than my dear mother." 
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She tocdc het ipectacles, and wiped tbem deni. 
For a VBita ieax had dimmed facr aged eye, 
Then went ^> 9a wi& thuBaiha deiriy imwi, 
Lauding her filial ««, vlw by that time 
Had made recovery if hoa liTainle air 
On a sweet tninvr k^, and paured it forth; 
Soft and deli^tM as a &g«oleL 
" When I hare sewed Hds sfeere «y work it doBe,: 
And than ahalt gv a-w«oii^ in tlria ihirt ; 
And, trust me, tbo* shalt not it* manow meet 
In all die lands of Lyne, March, w»d HontgvHOy, 
So fine, and yet go £ur."-— Halfa^ went on 
Sheer with bit tune ; it was a lay of lot«. 
Ah old and {^iDtire.thia^, Hid ttraa^y waa- 
Blent with some nomeleH iMings of dalighl. 
Which Halbert keenly ftlt, but little knev 
How to account for. — " List to me, my son : 
Fun would 1 see thee settled ntitMally 
In life as thee becomes, and fudy jmmA 
To rirtuoua daughter sf an bsont man. 
My old aGquaiiitaiic«i,[Jd» of Maner, has 
Fire winaomc daoghten — there ia.mit in all 
The boiin4s of Scotland Ave such to*ely maids 
Ab John of Manor's dangfaten — and be it 
A man of wealth, which these fair maids must heir. 
For son he bath not. WouM you go, my son. 
And choose a wife from Mailor, it wonid ^lad 
The heart of your oM mMher. There ii Ann, 
The eldest bom, who likely will share most 
Of his wide wealth — O such a wife, my eon. 
As Ann of Manor, would beoune your house. 
Your table head, year right -famid at tkecbardi. 
And ff hen the oold long n^ts of winter nnhn 
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Tkia lut dncriptisii Halbcvt conld not Mud ; 
He gKn hii tune quite vp, whidi of ilidft 
LoDf ere that time bad nwriy died timvy ; 
He sighed, gare a thort yawn, and, riaing lip. 
Looked at the linen, praised itt- anowy hne 
And beaotenu teztnre, M«e inquiiY mkde 
What time it vonld be ready for the wear. 
Then tat he down agvin to hear some B»e 
Of lovely Ann of Hanor^— " Ah 1 my ton. 
She ia not one of the ligfat-headed herd, 
TheM gewgsw, giddy^paced, green-uckly girii, 
That mind nou^t bat their gaodery and their glee ; 
Poor thriftlen, diifUeM, tyrup-lipped ihredi. 
That take men m to nun. No, the i» 
A sound man'* diUd, an honest voman born, 
And bred up in the paths of dacmey 
And fear of Heaven ; and then she is lo bir. 
So fresh and lovely I and >■ sweet, my wm. 
As field of new-won bay." — Halbert ar«e, 
, Drew a long breath, stretched np bis boavdly frame 
In guise of anxioos Kdicitude, 
Lotted at the shirt again, and went away. 

That day be thought of Ann, he sung of Aao, 
He whistled the sweet air of Bau^ Ami 
Along the hay-field, and when cane the n^fat. 
He lay and dreamed of lovely Ann of Manor. 

Next mmmnf Halbeit found whra he awoke 
A bir new shirt, wlute as the lily's laeas^ 
Wdl tanA and j^tad with neat carefid hand, 

f Some lineimiillng brae. ( hoijI^j 
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At bii faB^-lmd ; fma^j be put k on. 
And in hia beart fae blest the Idadred lore 
That had prepaitd it n vMk otben ikpU 

Hab went awaj vid> aident tmaimu fanHk 
Acmas the moor to Jdanop— oa he went. 
He ctMied his deep-Uid •cbemes of policy. 
I am reached, nd lUbttk to htMaelf, 
If theae foir maidana pkue Mi^ that I w3I 
Be fhmk and generava— I'U not aae fee dowCr, 
Fm- flock or herd, gel^ng, oc aaU^ •■. 
Ill win their &vour well, and tbeai I'fi tmat 
To fortune for the icrt— Witk the ^aod-taaB 
I'll talk of femoag ari Ac serricr wsak ; 
Of the improven breed* oE dMfep aad wool ^ 
Of aopi and aemnta, and tfcr focUr mk 
Of aelling at^^ht oa credit, till he aay. 
When I walk out, " Ibi'a a Bhren4 iUlow Hab, 
One who knowi nun tbam many tkiieelria ag« ; 
Wife, give OB of tkt beat llm henae aOirda 
At dinner-time— yon, wenchea, get ymi g<me^ 
Put your new kirtlea on, md make yev clean ; 
Mab ia tfae aon of an oiA worthy frioB^ 
I love him for hia parenta* laka as weUL 
Aa fiv hia own— He'a a ahrewd fellow Hab I" 

" Then, when a dMnce eccon, I'll talk apart 
Witli the old dame of prudence and of thnfl. 
The vices and the feUia i^ the agt; 
I'll talk of ainB, of termooa, aad of &ith. 
Of Boston, and Ralph Enkine, and lemnmee 
The aligfatest atom id depoidency 
Upon my own good woAaw— " Ah I" the will aay, 
'" He ia a aeuaible good Cbrataaa lad ^ 
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That Halbert I one who minds the thing tlutf • good I" 
Then will she locA in her loved danfhter's Ems 
With wistful eye, aad with a agit exdaun, 
" Wlutt ^ty should he throw himself away 
On some light worthless jiUiii I— Ah t be is 
A Boudble good Chruti(tn lad that Halbert !" 

" But then the mud, how shall I deal with her? 
There lies the difficulty, ilnxild they not 
Once leave ns by ourselTW~-I nera can 
Ask her in puWc with as fonnal Cue 
As I would huy a heifer or » mare. 
No, by ounelres we needs most be ; and then 
O how ni press, teaie, flatter, and caress her I 
111 daip her waist, and Ida lier contety cheelcf 
Steal by degices to her toft moistened lip— 
The (harp reproof will qiuckly grow more mild 
ITntU it melt away--tfaat will I sif;^. 
And say that it was crnd in th' extreme 
To grant so nreet a kiss— fcr how can man 
That has enjoyed it ever more be happy. 
Or lire without the owner of mch kiss I 
Then she'll my to howlf, as I do now, 
" I like that Hab— he hath some spirit Hab." 

By this time Hab had so wound up his thoughts 
With vinons of ddigfat, that he had quitted 
His common pace, and ran across the moor 
mthout perceimg it, iriiile diepherds stood 
And gased a&r witii wonder— dreading ton 
That Halbert was' dtttrau^ti <»' sranething wrong 
With the good folks of Lyne. He came at last 
To the hall-door c^ Manor with a tn-east 
Bt»&ag tan bard, and little wist he then ,-. . 



HALBSaT OP LYKE. 
What lie atiould aaj. — Forth cane die old goodman 
Witli hie white boeea and hie brood blue bonnet ; 
Stout and well-framed he was, but in hu eye 
Lurk'd a diecernment Halbert icarce could brooli. 

After good^morrow, qnegtion, and reply. 
With downcast look Hab thus his eiraod stud .- 
" I'm come in search of a much valued ewe 
Which 1 have lost, and she, it seems, was seeu 
Coming this way — a beautiiiil young ewe. 
One which I may not and I must not lose." 
" What are her marks and whither did she come f 
" She came from Lyne." " Ah, do I see the son 
Of my old valued friend ? Welcome, good youth ; 
I saw not your lott sheep, but all my flock 
I'll put before you ; if you find her not, 
Chuse one from mine and welcome ; you may find 
Some ewes ae young, as beautiAil, and good. 
As any bred on Lyne." — Halbert hxJt'd down. 
Full eore abash'd, but made as fit reply 
As he well could. — " My pris are out," said John, 
" Milking the ewes, they will be here anon. 
And they perdianee may give you smne account 
Of your lost ewe. 'Tis hard that a young man 
Should loee his ew^^^meanwhite let us go in. 
See the goodwife, and laate her morning cheer." 

Good ewe-miJk whey, thidc as the curdled breast 
Of cauliflower, broee, butter, bread aitd cheese, 
Fumish'd the break&tt board of John of Manor. 
Hard did he press his youthfiil guest to all. 
Whose high resolves had foded iut» smoke. 
He talked not of religion, nor the mode 
Of brming to advantage, for old J<Jin 
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Fmled iMt at erery interral to bint. 
With >]y demeuoor, toiiutliing of hia ew& 
" Who's that," aid Hnlbert, " cmuini: from tfae bught 
With the fire maidi 7" — " I know not," John replied ; 
" He seems a stranger, — some young man perchance 
Seeking a ewe. O these lanw ewca, mf friwd. 
Are a precarioos stock, — they go aatnty. 
And will not stay with one, do as be will." 

At length the maidens, decked all nest mid dean. 
Entered the little parlour oae by one. 
Aun was not tall, but lively aod^discreet^ 
And comely as a dierub,— Halbert weened 
No woman ever bora so beautiful 
As Ann of Manor. — But when entered Jane, 
Of lair delicious form, round pouting lips, 
Cheeks like the dama«k rose, and liquid eye 
Tliat spoke unutterable things, her locks. 
Fair as the morning, waving round het br«w. 
Like light clouds curling o'er the rising sun. 
Or, if yon please, the miEt-vreaths pale, HiH»tio. 
Soon Halbert saw tjiat all the world beside 
Could nerer once compare with beauteous Jane. 
Then came the third, young Douglas, with aa eye 
Dark and majestic as the eagle's, when 
She looks down from the cliff.— Her fonn wu tall. 
Slender, and elegant, while from her tongue 
Flowed such a ^irit of meiodiotu breath. 
That thrilled the heaKr,~-a«t alcne they Memed 
The langu^ of the sou), her tones and wsrcU 

Were very soul itself. Halbert was fixed 

Confirmed in this, that never mortal m^i, 
Not angel, had beheld a female form, 
A foce, an eye, nor listened to a rrace ' 
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lAla that irf hvely Doaghe—Mtiry came, 
The modest, diffident, and bldelihifr Mary! 
The mild Uue eye, thejb;^ of laBocenee ' 

Beaanng through ereryiniile !— O Hslbert'^ Iieart 
Was wh<^ overpowered ; till B»ri)Si« came. 
The yonngtat and the lovoliest of tbcm all. 

Halbert went home, — he went without his ewe. 
And heart to boot,— that heart was lott for ever. 
To whom he knew not .' in the bmily 
That heart had lingered, he wist not with whom. 
Such grace, such pniity of fimn and mind. 
Appeared in all, Halbert was on tht^ rack. 
He took to bed, but sleep had flown from thence ; 
He diougbt of Ann, and sighed a prayer to Heaven ; 
Of young and blooming Barbara, and t}ie unUe- 
That shed a radiance o'er the maiden blush 
Of gentle Mary ; then a buraing t«ar, 
A tear of sympathy, crept o'er bis cbedi. 
He thought of Jane, and turned bim In Jits bed ; 
He thought of Douglas, and turned back again. 

Day ibllow'd day, and week came after week, 
Year« post away, and Halbert all the while 
Was wooing hard at Manor — sotnetimes one, 
Somedmea annther, ae blind chance decreed ; 
Each of them wa« so good, so beautifiil. 
So &r surpassing all of womankind. 
That time, nor chance, nor reason, e'er cotild frame 
A choice determinate ; till at the last 
Old Manor, in a kind but earnest way. 
Inquiry made what bis intentions were 
That thus he haunted bis fair bmily. 
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" Sootb, any gooi fneai," aaid Halbtrt^ " ne'sr w» an 
Oil eitrtb m hard bw rt ■ I km them all 
With such a pure esteem and staiolen lore. 
That though I veil could give the prefnencc 
To any one, yet Gx laj life Mid aoul 
Then b not one of them I caa reject 
I give the matter wholly up to you, 
} know you wish me wet), and all the maids 
Alike to you are dear,— Whwn shall J chooee f 

John set liiii bonnet in becoming node. 
That well betoken'd deep conuderate thought ; 
One edge of it directed middle way 
'Twixt the horizon and the cope of heaven. 
And with the one hand in hig hoaom Bheathed, 
The other bearing, slightly in the air. 
To humour what he aiud, be utter'd word* 
Which I dcMre you note^" My son," said he, 
" I've one advice to give you, whtc^ through life 
I rede you follow — when you make a choice 
or man or wouan, beast, farm, fiah, or fowl, 
Cboobe eves that which has the fewest faults. 
Hy girls have all their foibles and their fanltft— • 
Mary's are fewest and least dakoehoitb. 
Take thou my Mary — if she prove to thee- 
As good a wife at she has evei* been 
A dutiful and loving child to me. 
Thou never wilt repent it." — So it proved ; 
A happier pair ne'er travell'd through this vale 
Of life together, than our Halbert 
With his beloved Marj'. — Peace tA them. 
And to their ashes ! — and may every paic 
Of happy lovers in their kindred dale 
Cberieb their memory, and be blest a* they E - i. 
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yov, dear Horatio, when thou indieBt dmia 
Of book, of friend, companion, or of wife. 
Think of the aage adnce of Jdlin of Manor ; 
Choosx evsr That which has thk fiwbbt faults. 
And those leabt danoerous. — Take note of dris: 

All have tliwr faults and foMea — dl have too 
The fedingi that congenial minds will lore ; 
And to each other genial minds will clin^ 
Long as this woiid has being, and the shades 
Of nature hold their endless variation. 
I say no more, Horatio, hut this word : 
f n time to come, when thronged variety 
Of books, and men, and women, on thee crowd, 
"When chtnce distracts thee, or when >[^en mideadi, 
IThink of ike tage adske of /oAn of Manor. 
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Tn (he year 17ZS, Colonel Ridley returned from Indi^, wilh 
what, in those days, was accounted an immense furtune, and 
retired to a country seat on the banks of North Tyne in 
Northumberland. The house was rebuilt and fumiahed wilh 
every thing elegant and costJy; and amongst others, a icr- 
■rice of plate supposed to be worth £lOO(t. He went to 
London annually with liis family, during a few of (he win- 
ter montiis, and at tliese times there were tmt few left at bis 
country bouse. At the time we treat of, "^there were only 
three domestics remained ifaere; a mud servant, whose name 
was Alice, kept the house, aud there were besides, an old 
man and a bny, the one threshed the com, and die other took 
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care of some CAtUe ; fw- tbeliFO|dou^]men were boarded in 

bouses of tlieir own. 

One aftemooD, as AJice was tkting qnaiung wune yarn for 
a pair of stockingB to heiwlf, a pedlai entered the hall with a 
comical pack on his back. Alice had seen aa loag a padc, 
and an broad a pack ; but a pack equally hmg, broad, and 
thick, she declared she never saw. It was abetit the middle 
of winter, when the days were short, and the nights cold, loag, 
and wearisome. The pedlar was a haodtotne, well-dressed 
man, and very likely to be a very agreeable cixq)anion.fi7 
such a maid as Alice, on such a n^ht as that ; yet Alice de> 
clared, that from the rery first she did not like him greatly, 
and though he introduced himseU with a little ribaldry, and 
a great deal ct flattery interlarded, yet when he caioe to ask a 
nighfs lodging,. he met with a pereuptory reAual ; he jested 
on the subject, said he bdlered she was, in the lig^t, for that 
it would scarcely be safe to trust him under the same roc^ 
with such a sweet and beautiful creature — Alice was an old 
maid, and any thing but beautiful — He then took her on hia 
knee, caressed and kbsed her, but all would not do. " No, 
rfie would not consent to his staying there." " But are you 
really going to put me away to night?" " Ves." " Indeed, 
my dear g^rl, you must not be so unreasonable j I am come ■ 
straight from Neircastle, where I have been purchasing a firesh 
stock of goods, which are so heavy, that I cannot travel br 
with them, and as tJie people around are all <^ the poorer sor^ 
I will rather make vou a present of the finest shawl in my 
pack before,! go further." At the mantioning of the afaawl, 
the picture of delibe^tion was pourtrayed in lively colours on 
, Alice's face for a little ; but her prudence overcame. " No, 
■be was but a, seivaot, and had orders to harbour no person 
about the. house but such as came on business, aor these either, 
unless she was well acqi^ainted with them." " What the worse 
can you, or your master, qr fUiy one else be, at suffering me to 
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tanyontU tU mtn'iagi":." iattnt ywdo net inait, for 
here you cannot be." " But; indeed, I an not able to carry 
my good* Airtber to-ught." ".Tben yon raoBt lean tliein, 
or get a hoiae to cury tbem away-" " Of all the iweet in- 
flexible beings that ever were made, yeu certainly are the 
cUefl Bat I camet blame you ; your rceolution is jvut and 
light. Welly well, lUce no better may be, I miut leare them, 
and go Karch for lodgings myadfaomewhere else, for, btigued 
at I am, it is as much aa my life is wrath to eDdeavour car- 
rying them farther." Alice was rather taken at her wprd : ■ 
she wanted nothing to do with hia goods : the man . was dit- 
(deaaed at her, and mif^t accuse her of stealing some of than ; 
iiut it was am altematiTe ^ had proposed, and against vhi^ 
■be coold sivt no plausible olgectioD ; «o she cooseated, Uiough 
with much reluctance. " But the pack will be better out of 
your way," aaid he, " and sa£er, if you will be so kind as lock 
it by in some room or closet" She then led bim into a low 
parlour, where he placed it carefully on two chairs, and we»t 
. ins wi^, wishing Atira a good night. 

Wh^ old Alice and the pack were left together in the 
large house by themulrai, she felt a kind of undefined terror 
came over her mind about it. " What can be in iL" said she 
to herself, " that makes it to heary ? Surely when the man 
carried it this length, he might hare carried it farther too'-r- 
It is a confoundedly queer pack ; I'll go and look at it ojaf^e 
■affun, and see what 1 think is in it ; and suppose I ghmbl 
handle it all around, I may then perhaps have a good guess 
what is in it." 

Alice went cautiously and 'fearfully into the parlour and 
opened a wall-preas — Ae wanted nothing ia the prexi, indeed 
she nerer looked into it, for her eyes were fixed oa the pack, 
and the longer she looked at it, she liked it tlic worse ; and 
as to handling it,'slie would not have touched it fur all that it 
.£omtuoei> She cane again into the kitchen and conversed 
P2 
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with howK She thmglrt of die Duiti'a «iniMtn«n to I«ate 
it—of ita monsUoOB shape, md every circUinRtaoc« cofmMted 
with it — 'Thay wo-e alt mysterioiu, utd ^e wu ccnidiiced in 
her own mind, that there wu lonetUng Httctfm^, if not on- 
eirtbty. In the pack. 

What nimliet will tiot fau-^fb rite m in the mind of a 
wvttiati 1 She lighted a mbOMad OUitBe, tiiid wmt again into 
the ^lour, Gtoaed the window ^Uttett, and bured them ; but 
befoM she came out, ahe sA bendf Uplift, hdd io her breath, 
«ttd toA fttiother steady knd tchitinizing look at the pack. 
Ood of mercy I Site mw it motin;, as Visibly aa ihe erer nv 
any thing in her life. Every hab> <tn her hMd stood upright. 
Every inch of flesh cm her body wept like anett <tf piitairra. 
She haated into the kitchen ai bgt as she could, tor her kneea 
bent udder the terror that had overwhelmed the heart of poor 
-ABoe. She puffed out the candle, lighted it again, and, not 
beitlg aUe to find a candieetJek, though a dmen stood on the 
shelf in the fore kitcheo, she set it in a watei^-jug, and ran 
out to the barn lor old Richard. " Oh Richard ! Oh, for 
mercy, Richard, make haste, ahd come into the house. Come 
'away Richard." " Why, what is flie matter Alice ? what is 
wrong?"';-" Oh, Richard) a pedlar came into the liall entreat- 
ing fix lodgings. Well, I would not let him stay on any ac- 
CDont, and, behold, he is gone off and left Ui pack." " And 
>l%at it the great matter in that ?" said Richnrd. " I will 
-wag«r * penny he will look after it, before it shall look after 
hhn." " But, oh Richard, I tremble to teD you ! We are all 
gone, fw it is a living pack." " A living pack 1" Said lUch- 
jud, (taring at Alice, and letting his chop* bll down. Rich- 
ard had just lifted his flail over his head to begin tbresk- 
ing K sheaf ; but when he heard of a Uvmg pack, he dropped 
one end of the hand-staff to the floor, and, leaning on the odio-, 
took nich a look at Alice. He knew long before that Alice 
wai beantiful ; he kitew Aat ten yean Ixton, but he never 
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took nu^ K Iw^ at her io hw life. " A Kmg: psdc T «M 
Rk^^. " Whf, the vemaii h nwd, wkhoat ill dotilH.'' 
" Ob, BiAud! come away. Heaven knovt what is in it] 
but I Hw it moring u plun]]^ ai I tee jou at preteitt. ftlake 
Tiwtr, and come avay Richard." Rldiani did not Maitd tt> 
expostulate any Imger, nor eren to put aa fais coat, but M- 
lowed Alice ifito the hoime^ amariag her by Uie Witr, that it 
wa> nothlDg but a whim, and oF a piece with mffiay of her 
pluuataMB. " But," added he, " of all ihe fboliah ideal that 
CTcr poMCMed your hrmn, this is the moit uDfiuuble, mnatu- 
ral, and impomble. How can a pack, oiade up of napkins, and 
muBlini, and coldnroy breecJies, perbapi, ever btconte altfe? 
It is even w«r«e tian to auppote a hon^B h^ will turn -an 
e^" So aayibg, he lifted the caadle out (4 t&e juf, and, tortt- 
ivg about, nerer itopped tUl fae hU bis baud upon the padt. 
He felt tbe deals that somtunded it» edges to prerent die 
goodg beuig nnnpled and spoiled by cftn-ying, the atria I^M 
bound it, and the canrara in which it wa« wrapped. " The 
pack was W<H1 enoo^, he found tiougiit about it tbat o^ra- 
packs wtuited. It wot just ISie otita- pbcks made up of the 
euue Rtuff. He saw nought that ailed it. And a ^ood large 
podc it was. It would cost tJie honest man £SO(t, if not 
mwe. It wmiM aott him £300 or £S50 if the gobds vrre 
fine. But he would make it all up again by cheating ftadi, 
like Alice, with hia gewgaws." Alice testified tome little dit- 
appoinOnent at aeeing Hichard uncofaviticed, tvmt by ocular 
|wwof. I^M wished she had never seen Mm 6r it howsomever ; 
for she was convinced there was Bomething mysterimw about 
it ; that they were ilolen goods, or somctfaSn^ thai way ; and 
«be was terrified to stay in the houie with it. But lUehanl 
asmred faer the pack was a right enough padc. 

During this ccHiTersatton in comes Gilward; He was « 
lad about uxteen years irf i^, son to a coal-driver on the Bor- 
der— was possessed of a goM deal of humonr and ingnaaSty, 



176 ' WINTER EVERIHO TALB&. 

fast Kxaewbtit lognidi, fiinnrd, lud comnoBlf rery ngged, lu 
hi* sppaid. H« wu afeout thii time wlndly intent on Aootiiq^ 
ihe crom and Urdt of wiou* tnncb, that aligfited in wkde 
floda where he foddered the cattle. He had hm^ht a hage M 
mifitary gun, which he denominated Capeit/iagat, and waa con- 
tinuaUf thundering away at them. He Ktdoan killed any, if 
«rer; but he once or twice knocked off a fen feathers, aiid.aftar 

'much naiTVw ioipection, ditcorered MHne-dn^ of Uood od 
die miw. He ma at this very moment come, in a great hute, 
ibr CvpenKagoi, hanng Ken a glorioui chance rf vgarttmn, ' 
and a Hobin-red-breait among them, feeding aa the nte of a 
«orti rick, but bearing titem talk of aomething myMeriona, 
and a liring pack, be pridced up his ean, and was a]] attoi- 
1am. " Faith, AliOe," Mid he, " if you will let me, lit shoot 
it." " H»td your peace, you ioA," «aid Richard. Edwaid 
took the candle from Rkhaid, who stiU held it in his haiid^ 
and, gliding down the pusage, edged up the pariour dow, 
and vatdted the pack attentively for about two minutes. H« 
then came back with a quing, and with looks very different 
from those which regulated his- features as be went down- 
As sure as he had death to meet with he saw it stiiring. 
" H<^^our peace, you fool," said Richard. Edward nrora 
aguu that be saw it stirriof'; but whether he really thou^bt 
M>, or only said lo, is heard to delenaine. " Faith, Aiice," 
said he again, " if you will let me, I'll shoot it." " I tell you 
to hold your peace, you fbd," said Richard. " No," said Ed- 
ward, " in the multitude of caunsellcos there is safety ; and 
I wUl maintain this to be our safest plan. Our master's house 
is ctnngned to our care, and the wealth that it cimtains may 
tempt some people to use itratagemS' Now, if we open op 

' this man's pack, he may pursue us for damages to aojr - 
amount, but if I shoot it what amends can he get of me? If 
.there is any thing that should not he there. Lord, bow I will 
'pef!fBC it ! And if it is lawful goods, he can only make me pay 
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iortbeftw that are danag«4i which I will get at vthutjoo ; 
so, if Dooe «f you will «cquie«ce, I wilt talce all the blame 
aptm mjfteil, and ware a shot upon it. Richard laid, what- 
erer was the consequence he would be UatoeleM. A half dft- 
Urivua soiile rather distorted than beautified Alice's prettjr tux, 
but Edirard took it for an aasent to whst be had beeo advaac- . 
in^, Ki ■"^H^'bjpg up CopeiU^i^n in one hand, aad tlie candle 
ia die othw, he hast«d down the passage, and, without hesitat- 
ing one uonient, fired at'the pack. Gracious Heaven ! The 
hioed gosbed out upon llie floor like a torrent, andahideous 
roar, fisUowed by the groans of death, issued frpm the padc. 
Edward dropped Cgpeniageu upon the ground, wd ran into 
the kitchen like oae distracted. The kitchen was d^kish, 
for- be had Idi the can^e in the parlour ; so, taking to the 
door, without bemg able to utter a word, he ran to the biOs 
Hke a wild roe, kokiog over each shoulder, as fast as be couhl 
turn his head froo the one side to the M&er. Alice followed 
«■ fiut «• (he could, bat lost half the way (d Edward. Sh« 
1N» all the way tighisg and crytBgr-aiost pitifully. Old IUc1ik> 
ard stood for a short ^ace rather ib a sthte of petii&ction, 
bati trt leagthj after ma>e hasty ejacuIatlaBa, be went into the 
{Mvlour. The whole flo* flowtid with blood. The pack had 
thzowB itself on Ibe ground; but the groans and cries wctv 
ceaseds and only aJkind of guttural noiM was heard from it. 
Knowing that then KMBMhing mutt be done, he na after bia 
compmioDs, and called oo them to come back. Thoi^b Ed- 
ward bad escbped a good way, and was still perserering on, 
yet, -as h« never look long Unie to ctHikidex of the utility of 
any thing, but acted frdm immediate impulse, he turned, sad 
(jane as &tU back as be bad gone away. Alice also came 
homeward, but more lioiriy, and crying even more bitterly 
than beSort. Edward overtoil her, and was holding oa bia 
oeune; but a* be passed, she lunied away her bee, and 
Galled iaa a murderer. At the sound of this t^ithet, Ed- 
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wnd made b dead panie, and locdied at Alice wMi a hce 
much luiger tlmn it uied to be. He drew in lii* breath ttrieCj 
» if gmag to ■pealc, but be only iwallowed a gnat monthAil 
of ur, wtd hdd hU peace. 

tbej were Mmhi all three in the parioor, and in no Httle tear- 
rot and agitation ctf mind unloowd the pwdc, the }MindpaI com- 
modity ot which WM a stout yoiaig man, whom Edward had 
Aot through the heart, and.thua bereaved of ezhrtence in a few 
minutet. To paint the feelings, or eren Uie appeajance of 
yoong Edward, during this tcene, i» impoMoUe ; he acted 
tittle^ tpola lees, and a[q)eared iii a bopdera itup(n';--the moct 
of fail employment conusted in gulping down mouthful* o! 
iHvath, wiping hi» eyea, and (taring at hi« aaodatea. 

It ii moit generally believed, that when Edward fired at 
the pack, he had not the most distant idea of shooting a man ; 
but seeing Alice so jealous of it, he thought the Colonet would 
■pprore of }m tntrepi^ty, and protect him from being wrmig- 
cd by the pedlar i aod beudes, be had neret got a chance of 
S Aot at ludi a large tlung in his life, and was curious to^ 
Me how many ftdds cf the pedki's fine haberdashery wire 
CopeaAogen would drive the drops through ; so that, when the 
stream of blood burst frnn the pa^, accompanied with &t 
dying ^^oans of a human being, Edward was certainly talien 
by snrprise, and quite oonfetmded ; he indeed asserted, as long 
as he lived, that he saw sooMthing stirring in the pack, but 
his eagerness to dioo^ and his terror ou seeing what he had 
done, which was no noore than what he might have tspeeted, 
had he been certain be sa;w the pack moving, makes this aa- 
teveration very doubtfiil. They made all posable qteed in 
«xtricattiig the cprpse, intending to call medical assistance, bat 
it was too late ; the vital ^aik was gooe for ever. " Alu 1^ 
said old Biduwd, heavii^ a deep sigh, " poor man, 'tis all 
aver with him I I wish he bad lived a little longer to have re- 
pented of &u»: for he has surdy died tn » bad caosa. Po<» 
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wm t be WHKMwAorfy'f won, kdA no doubt dear to tbcm, wkI 
nobody eta tdi bow tmtJ^ a oime tbi* batb, by s npilar 
gndadan, beonM the frnili <rf." Ricbard oune twice bctom 
hit eyv with tbe ileere of hit ibirt, for be idll wanted tbe 
ooM ; a tbooffat of a tender nature ibot tbniigji hii heart. 
" AIm, if h» parent* are alire bow will tbnr bearta bear tin, 
poor creatnra !" nid Richard weeping outri^t, " poor crea» 
tvreil God pity tbem r 

The way that he wai packed up was artiiil and curious. 
Hi* Icneei were brongbt up toirardt bi« breait, and hii fwt 
md legs itnffed in a wooden box ; another wooden box, a riae 
larger, and wanting Uie botttnn, made up the racaacy betwixt 
bii 6ux and bneet, and tbdr being only one fold of canrav 
around this, be breathed with tbe greatert freedom ; bat it 
bad undoubtedly been the heaving of bii breart which had 
caused the movement- noticed by the servants. Hi* ri^t 
ana waa widiin-tbe box, and to hi* band wa* tied a cutlaas, 
with which be contd rip bimadf from his oonfinemmt at once. 
There were alio four loaded piat<^ secreted with bim, and a 
silver wind-call. On coming to tbe {Hitols and cutlass, " Vil. 
lain," said <Ai lUchard, " see what be baa here. But I should 
not call him villainj" said he agiun, softening hi* tone ; " for 
be i* now gone to answer at that bar where no false witnesa, 
nor loquadou* orator, can bias the justice of the sentence pro- 
nounced on him. He is now in the true world, and I am in 
die false one. We am judge only frmn appearances, but 
thanks to our kind Maker and Preserver, tfaat be was dis- 
covered, else it u pivb<^le that none of us should have again 
seen the lig^t of day." These moral reflections, frtaa the mouth 
of <Ai Richard, by degrees raised the ^irits of Edward ; be wa* 
bewildered in uncertainty, and bad undoubtedly given himself 
up for lost ; Init he now began to discover that he had done a 
meritorious and manful action, and, for the first time dnoe he 
had fired the fttal ibot, ftatured to speak, " Faith it wa* 
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lucky Ui«t I diot then," tud Ethnud ; ha% adtbei of faw 
ctn^«BioB» aniwwed either good or buA. Alice, tbmigb- ra- 
ther grow* deq»erate, bdiaved and anrtad at Am Woody i£- 
ftir, betttr than might hare been expected. Edwoid mwwej-^ 
ed tfw piitola all round, two of which were of carionft wiwlu 
tnaiuhip. " Bat what do yoa thinlt he wm goipg to.da with 
alitheie?" raid Edward. " I tbiiA you need not adi that," 
Richard answered. " Faith it was a mercy that I ibot,.aft« 
all." tM Edward, " for if we had looMsd him out, we ahoold 
hare all been d«td in a miante. I hare pTen him a de*il <rf 
a broadade, though. But look ye, Richwd, Proridence ha* 
directed me to the right epot^ ft* I mi^t aa iw«Uy bare 
lod^ the contents of Copenhagen in ene of these empty 
boxes." " It hM been a deep Iwd scheme," said Ricfaai^, 
" ta ravuder u«, and rob our master's htmse ; there must cer- 
tainly be more CMicemed in it than these two/' 

Ideas bf^t ideas, often quite different, and then othoa- 
again in unspeak^te gradation, which ran throogh and' shift 
in the mind with as much velocity as the streamers armnid 
the pole in a frosty night. On Richard's mentionitt^ more 
ctmcemed, Edward instantaneously thought of a gang ctMvm 
by night.— How be would Iveak the leg of one— shoot aaotber 
through the head — and scatter them like chaff before the wind. 
He would rather shoot one robber on his feet or on honebadi- 
than ten lying tied up in packs ; and then what aglwioas pny 
of pistols he would get from the dead rmcals — how be would 
prime and load and fire away with perfect safety from witins! 
—how Alice would scream, and Richard WDnId pray, and ^ 
would go on with the noise and rapidity of a windmill, and 
he would acquire everlasting &me. So high was the young 
and ardent mind of Edward wrought up by this train oJF ideas, 
that he was striding up and down the floor, while his eyes 
gleamed as with a tint of madness. " Oh ! if I had but pUtaty 
guns, and nothing ado but to shoot, how I would pej^vn- the 
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Aogs t" wkA b» wMi gMsi vdieaiMKi*, te tbe no naaU uunk 
ufaminl (^ liii t«« a— waM»> nlw tbotigkt hw gone »a(l- 
" WkRt can the fiwl veanf" Mri4 old Rif^Hnd, " What caa 
he ul al tba deg«?" " Ofay it ii th« i«Umt8 that I meno" 
wiaA-EiwiA. " WLat mUkn, yoa yvung' fed?" taid Riclt- 
ard. " Why, ds not yau tUak that tbe poBar irill comC 
baok at the dead of tbe night ' to th« auktance ef his Mend, 
Mid briag flmtj of hely with fain too?" nid Bdward. " There 
it net a doubt ot ■t,"-nid old Richard. " Th«e is not a 
daidit of it," Hud Alice ;■ and botfa st«od \ip stiff with fcar and 
artaniahmwit. " Oh I nierciful HeaFcs I what » to-be«ome ef 
111?" aud Alice again, " What are ire to do?" " Let lu trast 
in 4he Lord," eaid old Biciiard. " I intead, in the tint place, 
to tnat in cid Ctptmiagai," taid Bdwanl, puttiDg- doira the 
firiasel, and making it ipiin; np again with a kwd snap fin et 
nztinMft. "But, good Lord I what are ve thinliiBg- about? M 
ram aaA ^tfaer in all the gnm in the county ." The impulR 
of the MMueat wai Edwavd'a monitor. Of he ran Uke ire, 
aad waived a tew of the colonel'i ret^sov, who- he Itsew kept 
guaa abont then ; the** agatn warned others, asd at eight 
o^dock they had twentj^five men in the house, and sixteen 
toadad peee*, iaduAmg OspeaAi^M, and the fimr pishda found 
on th« deceaaed. Tbflie were distributed amongist the froat 
wndow* in the apper stories, and the rest, armed with pitcb- 
forke, dd aweidt, and cndgds, kept wat«b below. Edwbrdhad 
tah«B care t« place hhneelf, with a conriMle, at a window im- 
BMtKaWly feeing tbe appraadt to the house, and now, backed M 
h« was ^ nich a strei^ pWy> gi^w quite impataent for anethn 
Aanoe with his redoubted Copenhagen. All, howerer, remwned 
i|Bie^ until an hour past atidnight, when it entered into his 
teemi^ bnin to Mew Ae tfaieTs ailver wind-call ; so, wi^oiit 
vnmHn^ any of tbe rest, he set his head out at the window, 
and blew until all the hills and woods around yelled their 
tAoM, Thi« abused the gaards, aa not knewii^; the maan- 
Q 
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-ing of it ; but how woe they attonidMd at bcma 
by uiother at no great dutance ! The -stata of anxiaty into 
irhlch this nidden aad oatanatea cBCTnutance threw mir 
amed peannta, u mwv taiOy conceived dian described. The 
fine of their maeter'a great wealth, and ev«n their own fates, 
was loon to l« decided, tati none but Ac who Rureys aad 
omrules fbtnrity eoald tell what was to be tlte iwue. Every 
bre^ heaved quicker, every breath waa cut sbott, evRygua 
was coclced aad pointed toward, the court-gate, erery tab ol 
VmoB woM strained to discover the approadiiDg foe by the diaa 
light of the starry canopy, and every ear expanded to catcb 
the distant sounds aa they floated mi the tiaw frorty brease. 

The suBpen«e was not of long continuance. In less tlon 
fire minutes the trampling ctf hones was heard, which iniaeaaed 
at they approached to the noise of thunder; aad in dne 
course, a body of men mi litffsebadi:, accwding to the account 
given by the colonel's people, exceeding their own namba:, 
came up at a brisk trot, and began to enter tiie courk^te. 
Edward, unaUe to restrain himself any longer, lired Copat- 
kagen in their faces : one irf the fiH-ratost dropped, and bis 
hone made a spring imrards the hall door. This discharge wBa 
rather premature, as the wall still shielded a part of the gutg 
from the windows. It waa, however, the watchword to aD the 
rest, and in the course of two seconds the whole sixteen guta* 
were discharged at th«n. Befive the sntoke diepeiMd they 
were all fled, do doubt greatly amased at the reoeptimt iriikh 
.they met with. Edward and his comrade ran down stairs to 
see how matMa's stood, for it was their qnnion that ihey had 
ahot them every one, and that their horsea had taken fright at 
tiie noise, and fallopped off without theip ; but the club bdow 
.^armly jvotest«d against their opening any of the doorattll 
day, so thty were obbged to betake die^s^vei again to tluHr 
twrth up stairs. 

Though) our peasants bad gathered U[h& Uttja ooonge ^nd 
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cootdmce in ihaawdva*, tkeir aiftutlnn ma conow, anit to 
them ft dradfol one. They^Mw and hnrd apart' of thnr 
ftUow-cmtuni ■waing aid Ofitvig m agvnieB in the open 
air, which wu intouetycold, yetdufst not go tBadmiiustw 
the laut rriieff. for fear of a (urpHw. Ad haai » two after 
this fieat bm^, Edward and liii BMaunnte:d«cended agwn, 
and begged hard fin' leare to go and raeanooitre fi>r a few 
minntei, which wAa aotat dtipntes wtu granted. They foond 
aaly four men fallen, who appeared to be all quite dead. One 
of than was lying within the porch. " Fwth," said Edward, 
" here's the chap that I shot." The other three were, wiUh 
ou^ at a coBsidianblB Stance finnu each other. They 4urrt 
not fi^w their trade &nher, as the road entej^ betwixt 
fpnrei of trees, but retreated into thdr potta without toudn 
ing any thingi 

About an hoar before day, aome of diera ivere alarmed at 
hearing the lonnd of hones feet a«ecxind time, which, howerer, 
WW only iudiitinct, and heard at ceouderaUe interrab, and 
nothmg of them erer iq^Ksred. Not long after this, Edward 
Md hii friend were alsaoet fri^tened «nt of thdr wits, at 
seeing, as they thought, the dead man wkhis the gate en- 
dearmiring to get up aod eacape. They had nen him dead, 
lying ■unwmded by a deluge of coogeided Mood; and nothing 
but the tdtau of ghoete and hohgofaJing entering their brains, 
they were m indiKreet at nerer to think of firing, but ran 
and told the tale of horror to lome of their- neighbours. The 
sky was by this dme grown so dark, thai nothing could ' be 
seen with preokiMi ; and they &U remaned in anxiouB incer- 
titode, until the opening day ^scovered to tbctn, by d^reea, 
that the corpec* were lemored, and tiothmg left but lai^ 
shcetH cJ frozen blood ; and the nuffning^s alarms by the gho«t 
and the none of horses had been occaeioacd by some of the 
friends d the men that had &lleh,- conreyil^ them away for 
fear of a discorerr. 

, ,Ci«,;(lc 
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Next Bwrsing dw BMn flnr lUu fii^ Md the Uu«e Mmala 
were mnofa iaaWHnoded by craw^ *f idle and offidoui people 
tb4t g&thend abeut the hoiue, Mne inqiurioig after the null. 
Bit {MTticiilan, rame begf^og to w« the body that ]aj in the 
pariour, aid oUwn pleaaed themeelrea with poriiif or«r the 
theeti of anamiBtiet, and tradng the drop« of Uood on Hk 
rmd down die wood. The colond had do countiy hcUr, 
aofuay particidxr fi^nd in the ntighhwriiood; lo the aSair 
wa not purmcd with that tpeed which was reqtuute to the 
dimanry of the accompltoes, which, if it hed, would h&n 
been [»x)ducttve of «one r^ry impleaaatrt drcuDttancee, bf 
iavekisf tuddiy reepectaUe femihee, ai it afterwaidt a[^iearcd 
but too CTJdeDtly. Dr Herbert, the phyMctan who attended 
the &mi]y oaxadmaUy, wrote to the ooteael, by put, con- 
cerning the aSait ; but thwigb he loet no time, it waa dw 
fifth day before he arrired. Then tadeod adTertigemeati were 
ismed, aod potted up In all public placet, oSerinf rewaidi fat 
a disoorcry of any pn«eii killed or wounded of late. AH the 
dead and uck within twenty mUet were inipectcd by medical 
nKo, and a moat eatduive search made, but to no purpeaR 
It wa* too late; ail was secured. Some indeed were misdn^ 
but plauiiUe pretences being made for their absence, nothing 
could he done. But certain it is, sundry of these wa« nerer 
seen any more in the country, though many o( the nei^- 
bourhood declared they were such people as nohody could eus> 
pect * 

The body of the uafortiuiata man who was shot in the padi 
lay apta tor in^eftion a fortnight, but none would erer ai> 
Jwowledg« so eanch as having seen him. The -cdonel titen 
caused him to be ^niried at BeUingham ; but it was confi< 
deotly reported that hit grare was opened and bis axpK 
taken away. In short, net one engaged in thu base and b(4d 
attempt was ever diMwrered. A constant watch was kept t^ 
night for some tjme. The colonel rewarded the defenden of 
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bis home libonlly. Old Sichiid rtnuMil in the fomily 
daiing the raat of his lift, and had a good aalary for only wy. 
' ing: prayWB amot^jBt Uk wrmub ewiy. night. Alice wxs 
married to a tobacGoniit at Hexham. Edward ww made Uie 
Colonel's gameliee|ier, and had a pretent of a fine gold mount- 
ed gun gii'en him. Hit master afterwaids piwsnd htm a 
QommimiHi in a reguiient of foot, wlirae he niSered many. 
miifertDDesaad diai^^ntmentL H« was ^ot theongb the 
shoulder at the battle af Fcmtenoy, bat.reeovwed, and, retiring 
on hal&pay, took a small Etrm on the Soottiah aide. His 
character was that of a brave, but.radi officer;'kind, gener- 
ous, and open-heaited in all situations. I have often stood at 
hiB knee, and listened with wonderaad amazement to-hu stories 
of battiM utd sit^es, Iwit none of them ever pleased me better 
than that of the Lang Pack. 

Alas1 his fate is &it approaching ta us all! be hath many 
years ago submitted to the conqueror of all mankind. His 
brave heart i^ now a clod of the valleyi and his gray hairs re- 
dine in peace on Aat piltow frOm-nhich his head shall be 
lahed only when time dtall be no more. 
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On the lOth of April, 1910, I wfsit wiHi my father to the 
tiineral of Geoi^ Mounne, who had been removed by a sud- 
den death, from tfae head of a lai^ family, now left n very 
_ nanww drcumstances. As he had, however, during his life, 
been held in high estimaticHi for honesty and simplicity of 
character, many attended to pay the last sad duty to departed 
worth. We were shown one by one, as we arrived, into a 
little hovel wha« the cows were wont to stand; although, it 
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KM a [rfouant 4*7, i»d w« wcuM hare been nncfa mon c<»> 
IbrtaUe en tbe gneo ; but it u held highly iitdeofmnu to pre 
the eDtertuDmeiit at a borial vitboat doon, and no oae will * 
submit fo it. 

We g«t each at nu » ^aM ot whi^j aa ve entered, aal 
then *al coaTerriDg, tometinica about coidiimb topia, hut for 
the BiMt port aiout onr .n^iectira pariah niniatcn; wfaa^ 
subjects they had of late been handling; and how they had 
succeeded. Some of tham remembered all the Mxts with the 
greatest exactnesa for aesMHu by-gooe, but they omtli only 
remarii, on many (tf them, that such a. one made mw^ or 
little of it. 

One man aid, in the coune of soma petty crgument, " I 
do not dmy it, David, youf miniater is a very good man, and 
a very clever man too; he haa no &nlt but one." " Wfattt 
K that?" aaJA David. " It is patrona^," said the other. 
" Patronage," laid David, " that cannot be a fiuilt." " Not 
a tiult. Sir f But I »y it is a &ult ; and one that you and 
every od< who encMirsge*. it, by giving it your Gountenauoe, 
will have to answer for. Your miniiter van never be a good 
^epherd, for he was not chosen by the flock." " It is a bad 
- uroile," laid David ; " the flock never chooses its own shepherd, 
but the owner of the flock." The greatest number of the in- 
habitauti of that district being dissenters from the estaUiahed 
; church, Diany severe reflections were.thrawn out against the 
dangerous system of patronage, while no one ventured to de- 
fend it save David; wha«aid,tliattf one learned man was not 
d^bleof malung choice for a parish, the populace was mu«^ lam 
so ; asd ^red, from Scripture, that man's nature was so ax- 
ruptfld, tbat he was unable to make a wise choice fw himaelf : 
and mainttuned, that the inhalntanta (rf this country ooj^t to 
be thaidiful that the legislature had taken the taak out of tbelr 
hands. 

A« a farther proof of the justice of his arpamot, be asiked. 
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wbttfawJcMMafNuafed) or UabonetwuAe befit preacLa-r . 
Ths (rijier uivned, that aeae bat a, nprobate vould zak t^ 
qiMMiwi. Vwy vdt, said David ; Mahomet wa» oaa o[ year 
popular preaohen; wai fidlowed, and adored by the mul^ 
tade wbcferer he wmt, while he who apoke as never maa 
qiftke WIS dttpiMd and rtjaeted. Uahemet gained more ctn- . 
Tarti t«hu retifiwi ir his Ufe-dme, thaa has been gained to 
the trvB rriigioa m 1800 yoars. Away with your p^ialar 
Tprtm^mtt, friend ! they arc iMwaed reedi. H!« tuta^siat was 
n»>phtt'd; he'eould only auwer, " Ahl Darid. Datid, 
ye'ie on the braid way." 

The women ace not mixed with the men at theK fua«^ 
Qor d» they accompany the c«pee to the place of interaoe&t ; 
but in Nithsdale and GtiUoway, all the female &ienda of tike 
&DiUy sttotd- at the hotue, sitting i» an apartment l^ 
thmielres: The lerren remark, that ia their tfatimeat, 
the lameatalioei for the Easily Ion are fenoidly more pas- 
HDiAte than in the other. 

The widow of the deceniad, however, eame in amongst tu, 
t» aee a partacuLir Airad^ who had travelled far, to honour the , 
nacmery i^ Ua old and intimate a^tquaintanee. He si^uted . 
her with great liindnew, and every appearance of heartfelt cm^ 
COB for her misfortunes. The dialogue between tfceu ii^ 
MrMted me; it Was die lai^ag« of. nature, and no other 
^Kike a word white it lasted. 

" Ah ! Jbna," said she, " 1 did not thinki, the last time I 
mrf you, that our next meeting would be (Ui so moumiiil an 
oceanoa : we were all cheerful then, and little aware itf the 
ttvubles awaiting us ! I have since tiiat time suffered many 
hardshtpi and Iosmij James, but all of them were light to this 
—^e wept bitterly ;" Jamca endeavoured to comfort her, but 
be was nearly as much a&eted himself. " I do net repiue," 
tuA she, " unce it is the will of Him who orders all things for 
the best purpose*, and to the wisest ends : but, alas I I fear 1 
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am 31 fitted for the task whidt Providence has ungined me I" 
With thai slie cast a mournfiil look at two Kt^ «hiWrtn irfio 
were peeping' caathmsly into the ^iel. " These poor til^iei^ 
lees innocents," said she, " have no ot^er creatnre to look to 
but me for any thin^ ; and I bare been bo little lued to ma- 
nage ftimily affiurs, that I scMcety know what I am domg ; 
ferlie wag so careful ttfugall, gokind ! and so good 1"—" Yea," 
M^d Jinnes, wiping hia eyes, " if he was not a good man, I 
know few were so -' Did he siifibr much in bii last Sinaa f" 
" I knew net what he snffcred," returned she, " for he nerer 
complained. I now remember alt the cBdearing tbii^ tliat 
he said to us, though I took little heed to them then, haring do 
thoughts of being so soon separated front him. LitUe did I 
think he was so ill ! though I might easily have known that 
he would nerer rminnur nor repine at what Proridence ap- 
pointed him to endure. No, James, he never complained ot 
any thing. . Since the tJme our lirst great voiMly mnfortaiie 
happened, we two hare sat down to many a poor mod, bat be 
was ever alike cheeriti), and thankfiil to the Girar. 

" He was only ill fbnr days, and was out of his bed emy 
day : whenever I asked him how he did, his answer uniftni^ 
-was, ' I un not ill now.' On the day preceding: the night 
of his death, he sat on his chair a full hour speaking earnestly 
all the while to the d-.ilitren. I was busy up and down the 
house, and did not hear all ; but I he^ him mtce saying, that 
he might soon be taken from them, end then they would hare 
no iathN' but God : but that he would nerer be ttdcen from 
■rftem, nor ever' would forsake them, if they did not first for- 
sake him. Heis a kind indulgent Being, continued he, and 
feeds the young ravens, and all the little het^^ess animals that 
look and cry to him fin- food, and you may be sure that he 
will never let the poor orphans wfio pray to him want. 

" Be always dutifiil to your mother, and never refbse to do 
wliat she bids you on any account; for you may be assured 
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that «ibe )mi bo oAer Bin than your good ; Gmfide nil ynnr 
caitB and Aan in Imt bowm, for a panut't lore to itedfiHt ; 
tniilartuiie may beigjliten but cunxit ctwl it. 

'■ Wbon be bad finidied, be drew hii pMd omuad hit head, 
and vat dowly doim to the little dell, where he lued eray 
day to oder np bi> Botning aad eratin^ jHiyeni and wbera 
we have oAen tat together oo Sabbath afteraoMM, reading; 
Tene about wHh oar tdiSdren in the Bible. I Uiinlc he wa> 
aware of b» KpprOKitmg mi, and wa* gvae to noommend us 
to God ; for I lodied afle* him, and saw him on h» kneet. 

" Wbn he returned, I Iboi^t be looked extremdy ill, and 
uked bin if he vaa grown wone! Heiaidhe wnnmlilceto 
be quite wdl, and lat down on his chair, lotting mefnUy. at 
the diildnn, and tmnetime* at dte bed. At length he «id 
foeUf, " Betty, ray dear, make down the bed, and help me 
to it-4t wEU be the laat time." Thcae worda'went thrn^ 
ny hiad and heart like the knell of death— All grew Amk 
around me, and I knew not what I wa* ddng. 

" He ^M^e rery little after that, nving that at night he 
dcond me, in a ikint voice, not to go to my bed, bnt ut up 
widi bini ; ' for,' taid he, ' it is likely you may nerer need to 
do it agun.' If God had not nipportcd me that night, James^ 
I could not have rtood it, for 1 had much, much to do 1 A little 
put midoight my dear huiband expired in my arms, without 
^ groan or a Rtmg^le, save lome cmivahive gra«pi that he gave 
my band. Calm rerigoation iparked hu behaviour to the last. 
I had only tme acquaiotance with me, and the was young,— 
Tlw bed* foce towards each other, you know, and little JohOf 
. who waa lying awake, was m> much shocked l^ a viewwUcb 
be got of the altered visage of his deceased parent, that he 
sprung frtnu hii bed in a frenzy of faturor, and ran naked into 
the fidds, uttering the most |Herdi^ and distracted crte^ i 
waa ob%ed to leave the young wMuan with the coipae and 
the rest of the children, and pursue the boy; sorwaa it till 
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aftermniuiifMariy ftBuletbatI ww aUe to caick hun. The 
young' woBisn bad baen wised with a c^wntilisw tonr in 
my atwence, and wu likewise fled ; fix, on my retaini, I found 
no creature in niy dwelliitg' but my dead hmbood oad five 
tleeping in&oU. The boy next day wat in a burning fntr. 
O Jame* .' well may the tnuuactitHii ot that ni^t be Migmved 
<«■ my memoty for ever; yet, M> bewildered were all the powen . 
.of my mind, that on looking bock, they appear little otberwiw 
than at a confuted undefined shadow of w^wthing removed at a 
^reat diitance." - 

Her heart was lull, and I do not kniyw how long die might - 
have ran on, had not one remarked that the cwnpany were 
now all arrived, and there was no more time to loee. Jamei 
then asked a bleeung, whicb huted about ten mbule*:— r-The 
toead and wine were served {4ea^AiUy arowtd:— the coffin wai 
limught out, covered, and fixed (m pc^ei — the widow nqiportod 
that end of it where the head of her late beloved partner i|^ 
unUI it passed the gate-way — then «he tlood lodung wistfully 
after it, while the tears flowed plentifully from her ^ei— A 
turn in the wood soon bid it frmn her sight fiir.ever— rSheg^rc 
4me short look up to Heaven, and returned weepii^ into her 



DREADFUL STORY. OF MACPHERSON. 

I RiCBivKD youn of the 20th Oct^dxr, intreating tne to fur- 
Dish yoa with the tale, which you My you have heard me re- 
late, concerning the miraculous death of Hajor Macpherson 
and bis aaiociatei a&umg the Grampian hills. I think the story 
worthy of being preserved, but I never .heard it related save 
once ; and though it then made a consideraUe imjKnsion on 
my mind, heh^ tcdd by one who was well acquainted boUi with 
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the weae and ths nAran, j<t Ifcarmf mcwMyunot taffi- 

cieDtlfaoctmt^iridirC(;«rd topanknUn; and witiiout thcae 
dM inlveat ot a ttory u alwaft^ dunnu&ed, and Ito autbenti- 
citj rendered liable to be called in qacBtkm. I trill bavnver 
osnwHUikats it exaetlf aa it remaioe im^oened on my me- 
mory, wiAiwt avoMckinf fat tbe pu-ticabn relatiiig to it ; in 
tbcM I dull nibmit to be gorrected by nuji as are better in- 
formed. 

I hare forgot m what year it bappeaed, but I tlnak it was 
afcont the year 1805-6, that Major Haqibawn, and a few 
gcntleoKn of hit acquuntance, vilb thai kttendaiiis, went out 
t* hoot in tbe tniddle of that mmmdotM rangie of mountaior 
. wlncli rise betveoi Adiol and Badenoch. Hany are Mte scene* 
of wild grandeur and ru^ed defcwmity whidi unaae Aewan< 
derer in tbe Grampian deterta ; but none of them lurpauet 
tfab in wiUnen and atill MJemnity. No aound salutes the 
listening' car, but tbe rushing' torrent, or the bn^n eldrich- 
falent of the mountain goat. The glens are deep and narrow, 
and the bilk steep and sombre, and so high, that tb^ grizly 
snmmiti iqipear to be wrapped in the blue reil that canopies 
die air. But it is seldom that thdr tops can be seen ; for dark 
cloudi of milt often rest upon them for aeratal weeks togcdier 
in summer, or wander in detached ctJumns amoDg th«r diffin 
and diuing the winter they are t^odoned entirety to the 
■torm. Then the flooded torrents, and rushing wreaths of ao 
cumulated snows, spend their fury without dmng harm to any 
livmg creature ; and the hcnrling tempest rare* uncontrolled 
and unregarded. 

Int« the midst (^ this suUime siJitude did our jovial party 
wander u search of their game. They were highly succesBfiil. 
Tbe heath code was interrupted in tbe middle of bis exulting 
whirr, and dropped lifeless on his native waste ; the meek 
ptarmigan fell fluttering among her gray crusted stones, and 
.the wild-roe foundered in the corret Tbe noise of the guns. 
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mud the i1 img aiei ci the ^xirtnMB, awakansi tkoM edion 

tlutt bodMloBgtleptaiknt; tbo Gwitidqidetii-anr tbe liiD, 
and the wSd deer bouaded aiwKj iota the &rwti of Glmdec, 
fiom ))rfore the n«sf iaradera. 

In the aftevBeoB tiwy ite[qied into » tiUle bti/of, or rerting 
tad{^, that staod l^ the liderfe rau^ naeiintab MrasD, and 
havinf mMt and drinb, they abandoned themieirea to mardl 
and jollity. 

ThU Uejor Maqthcntw wu laid to have hn» goiitj of 
some acta ot extreow cruAy and injiutiee in ruaing recnuti 
in that to»attry, and wBt, on that aecoonti, heU in detceWtioB 
by the connoB peepk. He was otherwiM a n^Mctabk diar- 
aet«r, and of honoarable oonnexioiu, as wan »ito the gvntie- 
men who itco^paoied him. 

Wlten Amr hitarUy was at the highest pitdi, ere evar tlwy 
were avue, a ymng: man gtood Wore than, of a «edat«, mjx- 
toiow Af^earcmce, locdtin^ «t«nly at the Mi^. Th«r 
laughtn* was bashed in a moment, far ihey faa^ not tdwevred 
any human being in the glen, save tiioee of their own potty, 
nor did they so nmch as perceire vrkta their guest eMoed. 
*Macphenoa iippeared paiticHlariy tOaclc, and somewhat 
locked at the ngbt of him ; the atrangier lieckcned to tlw 
Major, who Mkwed him iiwtMitiy out of the bothy : The en. 
riotity of the party was uoiued, and Aey watched their mo- 
tions with great pwMtuality ; they walked a ibwt way ibwa 
by the nde of the n^r, and aj^ieared in earnest eonvertttioo 
tot a few mitMHes, tmd bom sonie inKtlunta* y nwtii»s of thdr 
bodies, the stranger seemed to be threatening MatphersoD, and 
the latter interee«Kng ; tbey parted, and though then not above 
twenty yards ^etant, before the M^or got h^ way imdc to 
&t botity, the stranger guest was gone, aod they saw bo more 
«f him. 

" I cannot ttH htm the truth may be, 
" I lay tb« tale as 'twas said to me." 
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fiat what wae cerUioly extraordiDuy, after the dpeadAil ca- 
taatrophe, tfaeu^ t^ oMet strict and extended inquiry was 
made, nHtfaer tbii stranger nw his biuiiHes could be dis- 
a>rared. The countenance <J the Major was eo viably alt«red 
ca Ins ratuni, and bwe such evident markB of trqndation, 
that the mirth of the party was marred ihmng thef lemunder 
of the excuraic«, and none «f them cared to a^ him any que*- - 
tioBs GODcerning' hia vintajit, tv the errand ijiat he came on. 

This traa early in the week, and on the Friday immediately 
Mlmrii^, Macjrfieraeo proposed to his companions a second 
expedition to the mountains. They t^ objected to it on 
account of the weether, which was broken and rongh ; but 
lie penisted in bis reidution, md finally tdd them, that he 
rmut utd would g», and those who did not choose to accompany 
bim might tury at home. The consequenoe was, thai the 
same party, with the exception of one man, went ag^ to 
hunt in theforcst of Glenmore. 

. Although none of them returned the first night after their 
departure, that was little regarded, it being custumary for the 
sportsmen to lodge occasionally in the bothies of the forest ; 
bat when Saturday ni^t arrived, and -no wrard from them, 
th^ friends became dreadfully alanned. On Sunday, ser- 
vants were deqiatched to all the inns and gentlemen's houses 
in tl(e bounds, but no acoovmts lof tkem could be learned. One 
solitary dog only rctwmd, and be was wounded and maimed. 
The ahm tpread — a mHaber of people rose, and in the ut- 
mott -eonstflmMiDn w«Ht to search for their friends among the 
mountnas. When th^ Kached the f^tal bo^ — JreadAd to 
rdate ! Aey found the dead bodies of the irbole party lying 
scattered abeut the jdacel Some of than were cotuiderably 
mai^led, and cme neariy severed in twot Others were not 
marifcd by any iround, of which number I think it was eaid 
the Mejw was one, who wot lying fiat on bis face. It was a 
soene uf wo, Iaomit«tias, and Rwfid astoniAment, none being 
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ible to account for what l»d happened ; but U was vinUe 
that it had not betn e^cted by any homan a^ncy. Tbe 
bothy waa torn from its fbuodationB, and acarcely a restige of 
it left-— ita very »U>ae» were all scattered about in differmt 
direction>; there vta one huge corner Mone in particular, 
which twelve niea could scarcely hare raiaedj that was t«ued 
to a consideraUe distance, yet no marks of either fire op water 
were visible. ExtraOTdinary as thi« story nay appear, and an 
extraordinary story it certainly Isj I have not the ali^test 
cause to doubt the certainty of the leading urcumstance*; 
with regard to the rest, you hare them as I had them. In 
every mountainous district in Scotland, to this day, a belief in 
supernatural agency prevails, in a greater or less degree. 
Such an awfid diq)ensati(m as tbe above was likely to rekindle 
every lingering spark of it 



STORY OF TWO HIGHLANDERS. 



Tbere is perhaps no qualHy of the mind, in which mankind 
differ more than in a prompt readineai either to act ur answer 
to the point, in the mmt imminmt and sudden danger^, and 
difficulties ; of which the following is a moat pleasant inatance. 
On tbe banks of tbe Albany River, which falls into Hud- 
son's Bay, tbere is, amcoigst othen, a small c(4ony sattled, 
which is mostly made up of emigrants &om the HigUanda <>S 
Scotland. Though tbe soil of the valleys contiguous to th« 
river is exceedingly ridi and tetile, yiet the winter b^ng so 
long and severe, these people do not labour too incessantly in 
agriculture, but depend for the most part upon their akiU ia 
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bunting' and &hiDg' for Uimr Bubautence ; there bein^ com- 
nsnlf xbundance of both gane and fiih. ■ 

Two young kinnnen, both HacdonAlds, went out one day 
into theae boundless woods to hunt, each of them armed with 
a well-charged gun in hu hand, and a tkene-dhu, or Highland 
dirif, by his side. They shaped their courw towards a smalt 
stream, which descends from the mountuas to die N. W. of 
the rirer; on the banks of which they knew there were still 
a few wild iwine reoaaJning ; and, of all other creatures, they 
wished most to meet with one of them ; little doubting but 
tiiat tiiey would orercome even a pair of them, if chance 
would direci them to their lurking places, though they were 
reported to be so remarkaMe both for their strength and fe- 
rocity. They were not at all successfiil, having neglected 
the common game in seardiing tor these animals; and a lit- 
tle before sunset they returned homeward, without having 
shot any thing sare one wild turkey. But when they least 
expected it, to their infinite joy they discovend a deep pit 
or casern, whidi contained a large littu- of fine half-grown 
j^gs, and none of the old ones with thetn. This was a prize 
indeed : so, without loung a moment, Donald said to the 
other, " Mack, you pe te littlest inan, creep you in and durk 
le little sowB, and I'll pe keeping vatch at te door." Mack 
complied without hesitatioii — gave his gun to Donald— un- 
sheathed his sktne-^bi, and crept into the cave head foremost ; 
but afiter he wa« aU out of sight, save the Iwt^ues, he stopiwd 
short, and called back, " But Lord, Tooald, pe shoor to keep 
out te ouM wans." " Ton't you pe fearing tat, man," said 
Donald. 

The care was deep, but there was abundance of room in 
the farther end, where Mack, with bis sharp tIceiK-dhii, now 
oonunenced the wwk of death. He wa»searcely well'b^;ua, 
when Donald perceived a monstrous wild boar advancing up- 
on him, roaring, and grinding his tiuks, while the fire of rage 
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g-Ie«Hied fiwn bu eya. Donald t^d' not a word, tarSaant 
alttnniDg liis frieod ; . bestdea, the «at>ag« wag so hard npoa 
him ere ever he wat aware, be icarcely- had time for any thing; 
Ml, letting faimadf firm, and oockiiif his gan, he took bis »m ; 
but, that the ihot might prove the more certain deatli, be 
auffoed the boor to come within a &n- paces of him before he 
ventured to fire ; he at laat drew the taui trigg«r, especUng 
to blow out his eyes, braini and all. Mercifiil Hearen ! the 
gun mined fire, or Bashed in the pan, I am not nire which. 
There was no time to lose — Dtmald dubed the piece in the 
animal's face, turned his back, and Bed with precipilation. 
The boar punued him only fi>r a short space, fiH" having heaid 
the cries of hia suffering j^ung mies, as he paned the mouUi 
of the den, he basted bade to thdr rescue. Moat men would 
have given all up for lost — It was not so with Donald — 
Mack's life was at stake. As tocni as he obseired the monster 
return frran purging him, Donald faced abost, and pursued 
bim in his turn ; but having, before this, firotn the homn- of 
ixmg all torn to piecei, run rather too far without looking 
back, the boar bad by that ovenigbt got considenddy a-head 
cf him— Donald (trained erery nerve-^Hittered some pierai^ 
crie*— and even for all his baste did not foi^ to implore et- 
sistance froat Heaven. His prayer was short, but pithy— 
■< O Lord ! puir Mack I puir Mack I" said Dondd, in aloud 
voice, while the tears gushed from his eyes. In ipite dI til 
bis efforts, the enraged animal reached the month of the den 
befme him, and entered! It was, however, too narrow for 
him to walk in on all-four ; be was oUiged to dng himself in 
as Mack had done before ; and, of course, his bind feet fa»t 
their hold of the ground. At this important crisis Donald 
overtoil him — laid hdd of his la^, long tail — wrapped it 
around both bis bands— set bis feM to the hank, and bdd 
badf in the utmost desperation. 
Hack, who was all wacoasdow of wbat was going on above 
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gtound, wondered what v&j he came to be involred in utter 
darincM in a moment. He wuted k little while, thinking 
that Donald wb» only playing a tridi upon him, hut the most ■ 
profound obscurity rtill continuing, he at length bawled out, 
" Tonald, man, Tonald— ^hat ii it thatll ay pe stopping te 
light f" Donald was too much engaged, and too breathless, 
t« Uiink of making any reply to Mack's impertinent queadon, 
till the latter, having waited in vain a coDBiderable time for 
an answer, repeated it in a louder cry. Donald's (amoua la- 
conic answer, which perhaps nerer was, nor ever will be 
ec[Ha]led, has often been heard of — " Tonald, man, Tonald, — 
I say phat is it that'll ay pe stopping te light ?" bellowed I 
Mack. " Should te tail preak, youll fin' tat," s^d Doaald. 1 

Donald continued the struggle, and soon b^an to enter- ' 
tain hopes of ultimate success. When the boar pulled to get 
in, Donald held hack ; and when he stm^ed to get beck 
again, Donald set his shoulder to his laige buttocks, and push- 
ed him in ; and in this position he kept him, until he got an 
opportunity of ^ving him some deadly stabs with his tkene- 
dhu behind the short rib, which totm terminated hb existence. 

Our two young iiiends by this adventure realised a ralua- 
ble prise, and secured so much excellent food, that it took 
tbem several days to get it conveyed home. Dimng the long 
winter n^hts, while the fomily were regaling themselves on 
ike hams of the great wild boar, often was the above tale ro< 
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MARIA'S TALE. 

WRITTES BY HERSELF. 



Sir, — You Iiave manifested your denre (4 renderuig' yoonelf 
a useful member of society, by ridiculing the fcible*, aii4 
branding the crimes of yoor feIIow-citi«ns. Amidst your 
ingenious and engaging speculations, c»n j'ou listen to the 
voice of the wretched ? Even in your cndcav(nir» to jdease, 
you have hitherto appeared ansiona to instruct and to refbm ; 
to you, therefore,' as the friend of virtue and of man, I beg 
leave to address the following narrative. It contains nutbin^ 
wonderful, but it is true; and may in »unie degree serve to 
warn others against the arts by which I was itecrived ; it is 
the relation of a perfidy of which 'myself was the victim. 

I was bom in a pariah about forty miles distant from Ed- 
inbui^h. My father was a lanner in that parish, more re- 
spectable for his prudence and rirtues than for his wealth. 
As soon as I was old enough, I was lent to the parochial 
school, where I learned the usual brandies of edacation for 
one in my station in life ; and in the evening, aod on Sunday, 
I was carefully instructed by my parents in the principles of 
our holy religion. I wa« commended as a dutiful and prom- 
ising child ; and was daily reminded, that the more cbeerfiilly 
I obeyed my parents, the more I would be loved. I was 
taught that the same Almighty Being who caused every flow- 
er of the garden to grow, and placed the sun and the mooa 
and all the stars in the sky, created me, and my parents, and 
sll mankind. I was assured that God kept an exact account 
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of anry one'i words sml aetioiiB ; thM he Imed the good, and 
mu angry irith the willed ; and that he wouJd lore bc too, 
smd make me for ever bappf, if I would obey my parenti, 
and ask his UMsiog and hii lorn. 

Ab fiir R« the heart was concerned I was sincerdy jnout, 
Aifd I fett all the MtWaction of well-doiog. Ah ! how ami- 
^e IB die piety af a yoaog and ioDoceot mind I how cheers , 
ing and sweet the approbation of those we lore ! With what 
tendmieM I hid my iace in the lap of an affectioaste motlier, 
aod liqied my evening prayer to tfaat God who nerer slum- 
bcn ner deepa; that he would watch over my repose. When 
I retired to he<l after these wmple acts of devotion, I folt a 
wnrmer afiectuHi for erery one ! wbe acquainted with : my 
little sbter, wlio slept beside me, was dearer than U4ual ; I 
could not forbear clasping the sleeping infant in my armi, 
and wishtDg^ her awake to share my deli^tfiil sensationa. 
Perhaps, Sir, you may think these circnmstanoes trifling', bat 
diey are connected with my happiest days, and the recital 
ispleaeiag'. Miserable and degraded as I now am, the re- 
merabrence of early peace aometimes retaros to my mind like 
a dream, and motbes for a time the feelings of ritame and 
remorse. 

The froHca of childhood bt^an to be blended with the pur- 
suits of youth, but erery one of these pursuit* brought me 
nev happincAB. I was now in my fifteenth year, and seldom 
had any thing occurred to ruffle tlie natural crenncss of my 
temper, or induce a wieh irhicfa I might not imieeeBtly in- 
dulge. Under my btber's humble roof no temptation ^sailed 
me; I knew not what temptation wat. My fadier and mod>- 
er had heen early mu-Hed, and had gradually aeqnired eadi 
other's sentiments and haUts, so that di&renoe of opinion 
WW seldom entertained, aod domutic discord was nercr 

Most of our iamily were grown up ; and as my.father's Atrm 
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was too gmall to require w many UbourerB, he deterniined to 
let tome of us gxt to eervice, imd I ww of that number. I mu 
engagwi with a gvatlemao's feinily in the neighbourliood that 
had always exprewed great regard for me, and had often 
solicited my fiither to let me become one of their «ea-Taiita. To 
thia my fkther did not agree without conriderable reluctance ; 
however, as they had conferred some trifling obtigatioaa on 
him, lie did not think it proper to ditoblige them, m I ottered 
to their aerrioe. I had been there about mx months, when 
the gentleman'R youngeit son, who was aludying medidne in 
Edinburgh, came to spend the Hummer with the &mily. He 
wai a handsome young man, of easy engaging maauen, in- 
ninuating in bis address, and extremely aSable to hi* inferiors. 
In short, he waa both naturally and hatMtually eng^ing. His 
numerous little coadeaceosiwis could not ful to reader him 
agreeable to those who were beneath him in rank and fortune ; 
and you may easily beliere. Sir, that they were peculiarly 
flattering and dangerous to me, when I tell you, that I was 
the ol^ect of his particular attention. He thought me a 
sweet innocent ^1, and he was too ungenerous to spare that 
innocence which he admired. He was sufficiently skilled in 
the female heart, to know that it is not proof agunst {vofe»- 
sions of a tender attachment ; and that our vanity and self- 
loFe too sddom allow us to ermine whether such profesuons 
are f^gned or sincere. My youtli and simplidty conrinced 
him that he might easily gain my affections. I had heard 
many accounts of the Atlseliood of men, but had always lodced 
upon them at something in which I was nowise interested. I 
Bever dreamt that there were men who could proEuE a nn- 
ocre affection for me, and, at the same time, resolve ddiber- 
ately to gratify their passions at the expense of my chanctor 
and my happinag. I had never loved, but my heart was 
warm, and I soon experienced that it was suaceptible of the 
fondest regard. 
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He tookeveryoppartwiity (rfconveningwitb me when akme, 
fiiUoved me to. my w<urk and awuted me ; aod when the other 
girls werfl present, always preferred me, and eeeraed anzieui 
to recommeod himwlf to my esteem. When a party dined 
Bt hi* fitther's, he left tlwan at eatm as posaible, aod said ke 
was more li^py beside me than in the drawing-room. I was 
' flattered by his kiodaeMee, and in my tuni became anxious to 
pleace, and show him tliat I was not ungrateful. I endeaF- 
oured to curpasB my feUow-wtTMrts in dexterity at my work, 
and in the tatte and Deatneaa of my dretsj I b^;ui to abserre 
and imitate tke maeners of his sifters, and of «ucfa ladies as 
visited the &niity ; and in ahert, studied to tmprore in every 
tbi^ that I t^ougkl could render me more agreeable to him. 
In all this, boweFer, I bad an r^ard to^UM^neoces ; I loved 
him ; I followed tb« dictatee «f nature ; my. eoly aim was to 
plrase. Hia aMidaities wwe miUtipliedi and my attAcJunent 
became duly ttroi^j t^ aiy fealinga v^a wound i^ ta 
tke higkeet pilch. 

One m<M'ning as I wai w«rldBg alone, be came and aat 
down beside me, uld, aftw rabaini*^ &» totat time vileat, 
and af^tatendy in gnurt Bgihttieo, he lold me ^be- wat »ooa to 
set out /or Edinbuif b, but be feared be shoidd leave bis bap- 
pinesa behind bim. I blusked, ai>d ceutd not help showing 
that I understood bia meaning. He peiouved my ooniiuioD, 
and without giving me time to raoAeet myedf, tbrew kk 
arms about my neck, and dedared in the most pawionate ac- 
cents, that he loved me, and could not live without my aflfeo- 
tion. 

After I was a little rooovcred from the delirium into whtclk 
tlw dedaratisB bad thrown me, I smd be aurely meant to 
tease me, &r I was every way unworthy of his notice : be 
was a gentleman, and oould not intend lo marry a poor ghi 
like me. He called Heaven to witaesH tbM he sincerely in-< 
tended to marry mej as eoon as Jie kad an opportunity j fer 
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Ilia birtli, he raid, he did not value it ; he thouglit me hix 
equal, and his rank diOulA raon tie mine. — When I objected 
that his parents would loolc down upon me, and be angry 
with him for forming: bo meui a connexion, he nid, he fear- 
ed they would be rery miidi ^apleased, and would peihaps 
^Binherit him ; but tliey coald not deprive htm of hu profee- 
sion, and he coutd depend on tliat fin- a reipectable liTelihood. 
It will easily be perceived what effect this declaration wsi 
likely to produce ; it waa natural for me to be devoted to the 
man who would renounce his patrimony for my xake, and 
lirave the ridicule of his companions, and the resentment and 
reproaches of his parents. 

Our intimacy had not etcaped the observation of his pa- 
rents, and they had in vain used every art to prevent it The 
more they tried to keep us anioder, tl«e mo/e eagerly he 
sought my company, and studied to elude their vigilance. My 
own parent*, too, tiad taken nodce of our intimacy, and dread- 
ed it more than his ; for they justiy suspected that he muit 
have designs which he duret not avow. They frequently 
warned me of the duiger of listenaig to his proftssions ; th«^ 
entrested me to shun hi^ company ; and threatened, in case 
of disot)edience, to remove me ftvm the family. Instead of 
alarming me, however, their ^prebeosions appeared altageth< 
er groundless ; I I>ecame tired of their advices, which I thought 
wdl-meant; but escesnvely Woublesome ; I visited them sel- 
dom, and no longer found pleasure in that home where I had 
so often been happy. 

The time of my lover's departure approached, and I looked 
forward to oar marriage asnn event that was certain and by 
no means distant. We agreed that as soon as he was setded, 
I should leave his fiitber's house privately, and foUow him to 
Edinburgh. For this purpose, he promised to infinra me 
where I should meet him, and to transmit me a soffioient 
eum of money for defraying tbevi^efise of myjoumey. Such 
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were tfae promiws which I koiiy belie?ed, and by which I 
was decoyed to deatniction. 

But my crime was hood succeeded hy reuone ; the eoiuci- 
ouuieM of guilt dtnipated the gay vihods that had daszled tne, 
and then, for, the lint time, I begftn to fear that he might for- 
get hi* promiBca, and leare me to iafamy and dit^race. He eD»< 
ployefl all hb art to re-awure me, and I affected to be aatiified, 
and endeavoured to be dieerful, but my peace of mind , was gf»e. 
My fellow-servanti otMerved ray uneanness, and peiiapt gttew- 
cd the cause ; the eyes of every one teemed to be turned ob 
me, and to read my guilt in my oountenance. I dreaded the 
ught of my parents, whose advices I had dighled ; and the 
near prospect of parting with the man I leved aggravated'ray 
diitren, and made me insensible to every enjoyment. He de^ 
parted, and I waited month after month in anxious expecta- 
tion of the promised intelligence, but I waited ut vain. 

His parents, who had received some faints ol my design, 
were so care^ to conceal from me every thing respecting him, 
that I could scarcely discover in what street he lodged. My 
parents b^an to siufiect my situation, which I positively de- 
nied, until it became too ^)pw«nt to be longer concealed. 

The shame mT acknowledging that I had so long perosted 
in a lidsehood, together with the neceauty of giving that satis- 
&ctJou which the church would demand, preyed upon ray 
spirits, and made me fonn the rash' and dangerous iwc^uImq 
of ginng to throw myself at the feet of the barbaroiu man 
who had deceived me, who alone could screen me from igno- 
miny, and in whom I still hoped to find a friend- 
In pursuance of this resolutios, I rose early In the momii^, 
and tied u{»a small bundle ot cfethes, and a few shilling, 
which was aU the money I was mistress of; and having thus 
prt^ored for my discoosidate journey, 1 cast a &rewell look on 
the couch where I had passed a fevorish ni^t,and the |Htlow 
that was then wet with my tears. Fomer scenes rushed 
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to tny recollM^on, aad nearly overpowered me with sBgaUh. 
By one imprudent itep I saw my peace of mind for ever de- 
•tNyed. I stole tafHy out of the bouK, and, after travdlin^ 
all day vith the DXMt pMnful exertion, which, in the (xmditiMi 
I then Mat, I wu lU fitted to bear, I arri*ed at hia lodging 
late at night, and wa> infonned that he had left Edlnbois''' 
about « wedc before, to t^ad the harvest with a relation in 
one of the Hwthem counties of Engiand. What cfflild I do? 
I wai vidiout a friend and without a home ; without mosay, 
«>d unable to trwk. I raihed into ike (treet in an emottoo 
of aguish and despair, aad hurried along wi^ut knowuig 
whither I went. I no toager aeenwd to be the object of Di- 
vine ewe, aad, inMcad of impluriag meny and prqtectioo, I 
thought vengeance wai already pursuing me ; and, in a traa- 
efori of pamoo, rat»ed my eyet to Heaven, ud coned my fate, 
and the wither of all my inisifcrtDnes. After wandering about 
for the greatest part of the uight in this diitraeted state li 
mind, I oitMvd a house, vUch I ni^eeed was the haunt of 
debauchery and vice; far thUt^ipeared to be die only abode 
to which I was enticed sow, and the tady one where I was 
likely to be admitted. But never let the wretched despair, or 
for a moment sappose that the Governor of the univcne sporU 
with the mieerica of his creatures. Folly may indeed lead 
themto misery, hut mi^trtune, for the xiost part, is only a 
moregentleniowferimpnidence. That protecting Providence, 
of which I hadjut(tdespaired,ore»'^'«ledmyraihrcMlation,and 
directed me ntotiiehoaseofapoar hut benevolent womajs, who 
let her mean lodgings to destitute girk that were out of service; 
bat these girls were all virtuous, <v at least their hostess be- 
lieved titem to be so, and (fid evety thing in her powur to ren- 
der them dOBifiwtable at a small expense When I went in, 
I BWatned an ur of leiity, tad aAtd if I could be aAeomitio- 
dated with a bed to a few nights. The woman replied that 
her house was ^. 1 theti said that any kind of lodging 
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w«Jd Ideate me ; tiist I would rest me by the fire, or any 
where, ftir I was a Btraoger in Edinburgh, and knew of no 
phM» where I coirid go.' " You are from the coantry I see," 
mi the. I aniwcred that I was ; and had not yet entered 
any other house in the town. She then atked if my parents 
were ali«, which I answered in the affinnativc. " Why, 
then, did yo« leave them ?" s^d she, " and come to a. ptace 
where there is no one to own you ? Belie^-e me yon are come 
to the worst place in the khigdom for a friendless and beauti- 
fW girl." i cottM make do answer but by tears. " I hope, 
(continued dbe,) you have not run away from your parents ? 
If you hare, what thiiA yoa they will be suffering on your 
ttcoount y I wlAed till my heart wax like to break — " What ! 
yon have th«i run away from your parents, ftiiy, what 
tempted yon to do to? Was it some man who persuaded you 
to take so imprudent a step?" — " Yes," said 1 ; fijr that wai 
all the answer I conld make. " And what Is become of him ?" 
saM she, " 1 hope he has not deserted you too." " Yes," said 
I. The poor woman looked at me with compassion, and I 
saw a tear g^stening in her eye. " Alasl poor giri," said she, 
" I see bow it is with yon. I fear somebody has been much 
to Mame; tmt you are not the first who have been decoyed to 
ftdly and ruin by tJiat unrelenting creature man ; nor the 
first whom I have succoured in the same situation. You must 
not lo^e in die street; and any other place into which you 
could find admittance would still be worse. Endeavour to 
compose younelf, and stay with me a night or two, until we 
consider what can be done for you." 

"Hie excesnre fiitigne I had undei^ne, and die violent agi- 
tation of my spirits, brought on premature labour beJbrc mi»^- 
ing, and I was delivered of a daughter, without any other 
assistance dian such as was afforded by ray unfortunate lodgers. 
I looked upou my helplesa infant with a mother's fondness, 
bat had not even the means of providing it with clothes. In 
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wild agODj I snatched it to ray bosom, and wUhed in my heart 
that we might won be companiuos in the gnire. I asked if it 
waB al«o accursed for my sake, and doomed, like me, to be the 
victim of a betrayer ? But my ansiety Av its &te was of thut 
duration, for it only lived till next morning. 

Those who may be least inclined to palliate my crim^ 
n-ould have pitied me had they known what I felt, while I 
wrapt the body of my child in a napkin, which I had rec^ved 
to keep ia remembrance of its father, (for that was the only 
«hroud I could provide,) and having laid it in its rude coffin, 
delivered it to be consigned to the grave of a stranger. 

While I was thus expiating my build, my parents were 
involved in the deepest affliction. They easily guessed the 
cause of my departure, and immediately de^tched two of my 
brothers in quest of me ; but, notwithstanditig the most dili. 
. gent search, they did not find me till three weeks after the 
death of my child. Having discharged what debts I had con- 
tracted, they conducted me to the house of a relation, a few 
miles from Edinburgji] where ill health still confines me. 

Thus, Sir, you have seen that I possessed all the advantsi- 
gcs of a virtuous education, and had given the most promit- 
ittg hopes of future worth and felicity: and you have seen 
these bright prospects clouded and destroyed by folly and 
wickedness. You have seen how gradually I proceeded, ad- 
ding one crime to another, till I was brought into a state of 
wretchedness and distraction too severe for humanity. I 
freely forgive the author of my misfortunes, and pray that hs 
may have the pardon of God ; nor will I be so harsh as to 
conclude that he would have pursued his schemes with such 
cruel perseverance, had he foreseen their fatal consequences. 
When intoxicated with passion, perhaps, he even believed his 
promises were sincere. Or is it customary, with the higher 
orders of your sex, Sir, thus to triumph over virtue and inno- 
cence, and take pleasiu^ in the misery of those, who, depend- 
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ing on tbeir honour and int^gritf, sacrifice every thing to 
them. It u a gratification k eelfisfa, meftn, and ungeDeroiu, ' 
that I wonder CTery delicate and Bympatbe^ affection of the 
human mind does not recoil ^m it ; from a principle so cru- 
el and BO adverse to all the laws of God and man. It is 
. indeed a stain nowise hurt^l to the character of a gentleman, 
and, consequently, may seem a small matter to such as loolc 
no fart^ier than the bourne of mortal existence. But let them 
remember, that they will one day be obliged to anstrer at 
that tribunal .where there is no respect of persons ; and to a 
Judge who will not suffer the injurer of the meanest of those 
who bear his image on earth to escape with impuoity. And 
lightly aa this rice is treated by the present generation. Sir, 
there is no other that a so injnrious to the cause of morality ; 
so apt to eradicate every tender feeling which nature has shed 
around the human heart ; or the cause of so much wretched- 
ness, misery, and woe. 

You see, Sr, that my tale is short and simple, and may ap- 
pear uninteresting to yon, and the greater number of your 
readers ; but it is, nevertheless, highly interesting to me ; and 
I think it does my heart good to rdate it, as it recalls to my 
mind what I once was — what I still might have been — and 
what I DOW am. It may, perhaps, be instrumental in warn> 
ing the yonng, the gay, and the thoughtless, of my own sex, 
to st«er dear of that whirlpool where all my prospects of hap- 
fSness have been wrecked, and swallowed up for ever. And 
that whatever they may sufl^, or whatever they may be made 
to believe, never to part with their rirtne; for it is only by 
preserving that inviolate that they can secure love and esteem 
Iran the other sei, respect from their own, the approbadga 
ef Aeir own hearts, or the love of their Creator. I am, Sir, 
year most obedient and wretched M. M. 

c.an:Mo,CoOglc 
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TROM A CORRESPONDENT. 

The other nightj on mj wny home, after a h^gaing day, I 
Btumbled into the hoiue of an old acqiuuntaacei on purpOK to 
rest myself, as well as to £ad amiiaemeat ia his coavenation, 
until my usual time of goio^ to bed. This friend of mine i& 
a phenomenon of wisdom and furesi^L He keeps a weekly, 
if not a d^Iy n^ter of all the undermining and unmaniiei> 
ly actions practised by the men aad w<xnea of this metropolis 
and iu environs, as far as his iofiMmation seires him, and he 
spares no pains to gala that inf<Hination ; and couKquently 
can, when he pleases, retail all the incideats t^iat hare led to 
the births, marriages, and deaths, for twenty yean bygone j u 
well as to all the failures in busiaesg, moat of which he fore- 
saw and pri^noBticated with the greatest punctuality. Ia a 
short time I was struck with astonishment at the man's anna- 
ing discernment, for though we were fellow collegians, and 
have long been known to one another, we hare not beea in 
habits of intimacy ; and I did not use to hear hjaa mentiiQaed 
by associates withhalf so much dcferenoeasit i^ipeated tome 
be was entitled to. I set him dawn in my mind as a nuM 
useful member of society, and frora bis eatraordinary powen 
of estitnatiog human characters, and human actitws arigh^ 
one whom it would be wisdom for all men, both high and low, 
to consult before they formed any permaneDt cunnexlon, or 
entered upoo any undertaking of moment. 

Impelled by a curiosity too natural^ of seeing into futurity, 
I soon began to consult him about the afiairs of the nation, 
and what was most likely to be the result of the present stag- 
nation of trade, and measures of govemmfint. My heart tlirills 
with horror to this hoiu*, when I reflect upon theauthentlc and 
undeniable iofbrmatlon whidi I recdved from him. We are 
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all in the rery j*w» of destruction ; our trade, our liberties, 
our religion, He&ren be our guard I our religion and all are 
Imnging by one slender thread ! which the flames of hell bare 
Miready reached, and will soon siuge in two. This was a 
shocking piece <^ intdligence for me, who had always cberidi- 
ed the fond idea that we were the most thriring and floumh- 
ing people on the iiice of the whole earth. When I was a 
young man, the several classes <^ society in this country were 
not half so well fed, clothed, or educated as they now are, 
what could I thinlc but that we were a tbriving and happy 
peo]de ? But instead of that, we were mined bankrupts, pro- 
digids, d^irared reprobates, and the slaves of sin and Satan. 
Much need hare the people of this land to be constantly upon 
their watch<towers, haring their lamps trimmed, and thrar 
beaeoDs burning ; fcr indeed there is not one thing as it ap< 
pean to be. Our liberty is a flam, our riches a supposition, 
and the Bank notes in fiict not worth a halfpenny a piece. 
ImprOTcmcnls in the arts md sdences, or in rural and national 
econrany, are bo ugns of prosperity, but quite the reverse. 
And, would you believe it ? Theie are some gentlemen high 
in office, whom I, and mo«t of the nation, hare always regard- 
ed ni men of the utmost probity — Lord help u«, th^ are no- 
thing better than confounded rascals 1 O ! tliat we were vise, 
that we understood iJiis I 

Taught thus, by incontrorertible arguments, that the end 
of all things, at least with respect to Britain, was at hand, I 
gladly relinquished the disagreeable topic, and introduced the 
a&irs of this rity ; yet I confess I did it with a good ded oi 
diffidence, having leanted to distrust my own powers of per- 
ception altogether, and consequently knew bow unfit I was to 
judge of any thing from appearance. But how shall I ever 
describe to you the deformed ptctare, which was now for the 
first time ptaoed before my asbmished new I It is imptmible ; 
for it was one huge mass of inconnstence. I wm pl«nly told, 
that our magistrates an no magutrates, but tbafr they only 
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■uppcwe tbemwlTN m : that tliey are a wt of fcn^^iliY, 
gormandiiiiif puppies: that tbej- are bat brinj^g the dty to 
rain, which miut soon come to the huamer, and be K^d to 
the bighest bidder : that our miniBten tJ the gwpel an no 
xainiEten of the gnepel — that they are drunltaida, wine-bUiban, 
and fTiends of publicani and nnnet*— that there u n<rt one 
■enteiice of pure gmpel preadwd ansongist them all lo-and 
the holy McnuQcnte arc degcoenrted into a mere mock or 
matter of form ; which those oul^ condetcetid to accept, vbo, 
iinaUe to preaerre a chancter for any thing dM, endnronr 
to scratdi up one fw derotion ; what a miMrable ttate onr 
church must be in, thoug;fat 1, when " the boar that firom the 
Jbtett comes ; doth vaste it at hit jdeanire.'' I beg your pai^ 
don. Sir, I was not meaning you. 

In the High Court erf" Sesuon, too, where I nippoKd erCTf 
thing to have been decided with eqiuty and coiisciu>c«, all ia, 
it leeiHB, conducted by intrigue, and the apriagg of juatice ^ 
rected by lelf-interMt alone. Butfhat which griered me most 
of all wai, what he told me of our ladia, these iweet, tlioae 
amiable creatures, wliom I had always fondly viewed as that 
link in the chain of ctieation which connected Utt angeUc witb 
the human nature. Alas, Sir 1 it seemt that it is too tme 
that Bunts says ; " They're a' run w->4 and jades diegithor ;" 
for ray friend assured me, that they are all dares to tbe worst 
of passions ; and that they nnther think nor act as if they 
were aconintaUe creatures. He said that ntsie of than ercr 
employed a thou^t on any thing better, than by what means 
■he might get a husband, or how most to plague «ie aftir tlx 
had him ; and that when they were not nuninating; on the 
one or the other of these, it was sure to be on sometliiogwwie; 
and he cited an old (ooliih Roman in confirmation of his thfr- 
ery, who says, " imiUer ipuE tola cogUal, male cogiM." 

About this time another gentleman entered, who was with- 
out doubt oome for the mne purpose with mysdf, namely, to 
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leBrn Itow mouluiid wfre behaving tiiemulres on an Aveisgo ; 
and aa he took up the cotiTerwtion, I remained vleut, a« ia> 
deed I hfkd done Ear the mott part of the Ume since I entered' 
^y ideas b«ng wound up to the bigheit pitch of ni^ul bw- 
ror, I fell into a profound, reverie, and from thence into « 
sound ileepi in which it seenu I continued fin- nearly half 
iu> heuT, and mi^t have con^ued much longer) if they had 
jwt awakened, me, on perceiving that I wu labouring under 
the most p^ful Benaadons. The truth it, though I did not 
like to tell them all at that time, I had been engaged in f 
dreadful dream. There is an old Scotch proverb, that " on« 
had better dream of the deil than the niiniater ;" but I dream- 
ed of tfaem both, and mixed them >a completely togetiier that 
they seemed to be one and the same person ] but there i« no 
aooountisg for these ragariee of fency in the i^bsence of reason. 
I thought I was in a country church, where you hare often 
been. Sir, and that I bad just taken my seat in the pew where 
you and I have often sat and auug bau to the old tunes, which 
our old precentor lilted over to us ; when, who should I see 
- ^toiut the pulpit to preach, but the very identical friend who 
sat discoursing beside me, and who had «o lately opened my 
eyes to our ruined and undone state. He read out a taX 
from the Scriptures with great boldness. I have forgot where 
he s<ud it was, for indeed I thought he did not name the right 
book; but I remember sfsne of the words, which run thus: 
" Because our daughters are hau^ty, and walk with stretcli- 
ed forth necks, and wanton eyes, walking and mindng as they 
go, and making a irippmg with their feet." He read it twice 
o?er, and then I heard a tittering niuse ; when, looking over 
my sbwlder, I saw the church filled with the most beautiful 
women I had ever beheld in my life! — I wqit to think how 
bad miser^le creatnrea they wene all, that bo much wicked- 
ness ^ould be concealed under w> tweet a veili and that thrir 
porento diouM have been at so mwsb pauw brla^g Vfi so 
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muiy pestt to society, and objects fitted for dntniciioti. Bat 
tke tnore I looked at them, they became the more lovely, and 
the more I looked &t tbe preadker, lie became the more ugly, 
until I could no longer look at bim withoat terror. At length ' 
a tall lady stretched forward' her head, &nd wfaiBpered to me 
that he WW the devil. I uttered a loud scream, and hid my- 
fldf behind the pew, having a peculiar aversion to that august 
personage, and, peeping through a hole, I beheld him change 
his form gradually from that of a human creature, into a huge 
black sow. He then stepped down from the pulpit, with 
•ome difficulty, and beg&n feeding out of a deep trough. A 
diouf^t struck me in a moment, that I might eauly rid man- 
fcind of thrir greatest memy, by Mling htm at one blow, be- 
linv he observed me, for his bead was quil« out of ught : so, 
snatching down a grave-pole, I glided silently ai^ay to execute 
my cowardly purpose. When I came within stroke, I heav- 
ed my grave-pole, and collected my whole force for the blow. 
" I'll do for you now, old boy," said I to myself. At that 
very moment he lifted up his ugly phiz ! and gave me such a 
lode, that I was quite overcome widi terror, and fled yelling 
idong die area, and the devil after me. My knees grew ex- 
tremely we^, and beridea, I was so entan^ed among women 
and petticoats, ^at I sunk powerlew to the earth, and Satan 
g<ot hold of me by the arm. My friend, at that unlucky mo> 
meiit, (^Nerving my extraordinary agitation, took hold (^ my 
arm, and awaked me. My scattered senses not having got 
time to collect, I still concaved him to be the devil, and re- 
membering the text, " resist the devil, and he will fly from 
you," I attacked my astonished friend with the most deter- 
mined fury, tioxing him amnerdfully on the hee, and utter* 
ing the most dreadfiil imprecations, resnlTed, it seons, that 
he diould not inult me, or lake me away with impnmty. 
The other gmllenwn interfered, andbroni^t melomysenses. 
" What do jea ncaa by «ich a rude and beastly attadk. Sir?" 
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sud my friflttd, while the btood poured fran his nose. " I 
moat humbly ht^ your pardcm. Sir," aid I, " but indeed I 
tbought you wat the dcTil." " Upon my word, a Tery extr^ 
ordinary excuse," said he ; " I know I never had any great 
■hare of beauty to boast of, but I am not just eo ugly u to be 
taken for the devil neither; and I am cartainly entitled to 
expect an apology, both fur your mad awault, and the whim- 
■ial excuse you Iiave made for it." He aoooBipaBied this 
■entoice with a look m malicious, and, a« I imagined, so KIw 
a fiend, that I was utterly disconcerted ; and om^ only add, 
by way of palliation, that I believed I did not kiov what I 
was doing ; io, bowing, I walked off ra^er idH^pdy, accom- 
panied by the other gentleman, who Was ready to bunt vhh 
langbter, all the way down the stain.— When we got to the 
street, " Well," said he, " our friend eerbunly was to blarney 
but you have, without doubt, carried the jest rather too far. 
I believe, after all, that be has been apcakiDg the tiruth of 
yon, whicfa j>u caused y«a to take it so ill." ^ Speaki^ the 
troUi of me ! " exdmmed I, " what do yon mean 7 I hope he 
was not aiwling my character and foreboding my ruin wUk 
J was adeep?" " Aye, that's very good," said he, lauding; 
" that's very good indeed ; so you were indeed sleeping, and 
did not iwar a word that he said i" " Upon my honour, I 
did not bear a word that he said," returned I. " Oh I that is 
gather too bad, my dear Sir," said he, continuiog to laugh 
immoderatdy ; " why, what the devil was it then that offend- 
ed you, and induced you to give him such a drnbbtng^.'. 
" The devil, I believe it was," said I ; and then began a bftg 
bungling story about my dream, at which he only laughed 
the more, being firmly established in the belief that the sleep 
was a sham, and the assault intentiona], or at least that it was 
the consequence o( my having been irritated past bearing, by 
his injurious redectifms. 
Now, fs this busnees is soon to be made pnblic, by beiBf 



B14 WINTER EVENING TALES. 

diBCiuaed in a court of jiutice, t tDtreat you to reserre a place 
in your Book of Tales for thia letter, whidi I declare to you, 
upon my h(«iour, coutami the real and fair statement of the 
beta tu they folloved upon one another. I am cited to answer 
he entering; the hoiue of Mr A. T. philosopher, and teacher of 
tbe sdenoe of chance, without any previous inritation, inter- 
pellation, or intimation ; but with an intention, as it would 
tfpeu, of wounding, brui^ng, maiming, and taking away the 
life of the foresaid A. T. philosopher, and teacher of the sd- 
ence of chance ; and for most feloniously, maliciously, and 
barbarously, llireatening, cursing, and striking the said Mr 
A. T. philosopher, and teacher of the sdence of chance, to the 
effimiHi of his Mood, the damage of his person and clothe*, 
and the endai^wment of his life ; tmd that without any pro- 
vocation on the part of the fores^d A. T. philosopher and 
fefesaid of A>resaids. Yet, notwithstanding of all this, and 
thougli my counsel assures me, that I will be found liaUe in 
enqtenses to a high amount, I hereby declare to f ou, and to 
the world, that I am conscious of no evil intention with n> 
gard to my friend the philosopher. I went with an intentim 
of rectiring amusement and inttructioa from bis conversation. 
I beliercd all that fae told me. — I fell asle^, — which was 
certainly a breach of good manners, but what demon put it 
into my head, that he was the devil I cannot tell ; certet, 1 
thought he was ; and when a man acts from the best inten- 
tioiu, I do not think he is blame-worthy if the effect should 
tometimeB prove difierent. It is very hard that a man should 
be sererdy fined for resisting the devil, when there are so few 
that give themselves the trouble to do iL 

It is tfue, that, owing to my country education, I am a 
little inclined to be superstitious; but I cannot help thinking, 
that the whole of the accident was a kind of judgment inflict- 
ed on us both for a dangerous error ; on him for abuung so 
m*oy of the human race behind their backs, who were in all 
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{■tJnbUity better than be ; and on me for auenttng bnplidtly 
to all his injurious innnuations. Na)*, I vould eren Mn car- 
ry the mystery a little further, by allc^g:, tliat a traducer 
and badiUter is actually a limb or agent of the devil, and 
that the dream was a irtiiiper conveyed to my £uicy by one 
t^ those guardian spirits that watch over tlie aSfun of mortal 
men. The strange comtnnation of ideas which that foolisfa 
dream and its concomitant mischiefs have impressed an my 
mind, hare, besides, given me a mortal avendtm to the featuRs 
and looks of my old acquuntance ; it has likewise kd me tihea 
to an examination of the apparent springs (tf this prindple of 
detraction, and foreboding of evil from evoy action, whether 
public or private ; and the more I think of it, the more firmly 
am I persuaded of its impropriety; and that whatever such 
ibreseers may pret«nd, if their inferences point only toward* 
evil, it is a symptom of a bad heart. " Let no such men be 
trusted." 

We can form our opinions of that which we do not knotr, 
only by pladng it in comparison with something that we do 
know : whoever therefore is over-mn with suqiicion, and dct* 
tects, or pretends to detect artifice, in every propoul, must 
either have learned the wickedness of manldnd by experiencf^ - 
or he must derive hb judgment from the consdouanesa of hit 
own dispoutioa, and impute to others the same indinations 
which he feels predominate in himself. Suspicion, however 
necessary, through ways beset on all sides by fraud and malice, 
has been always considered, when tt exceeds the cionmon mea- 
sure, as a token <^ depravity. It is a temper so uneasy and 
restless, that it is very justly iqipointed the concomitant of 
guilt It is an enemy to virtue and to happiness; for he that 
is already corrupt will naturally be luepidous ; and he that 
becomes suspicious will quickly be corrupt 

I was for the s|»ace of twenty years intimatdy acquainted 
with an old man named Adam Bryden, whose disposition and 
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rale of bebkvio«r were videljr dUferent from tbou of the pht 
loaoplier above meotianed, and I few too aiMiy «f the nihal4< 
tsnts of thi* metrojKulH. It was & Maxim mth him, wkidi, 
though oerer avowed, wm easily diecoreNcI, that if he could 
not Mf wdl of » person, h« said oothnig of them at all- (H 
the dwTBcten al the Mr sex be wu peciUiariy tender in tfa» 
mpea, and alwi^ defeoded ihem a^iut emy probalNlttir- 
When the charges became too erideM to be toiler denied, be 
baiani dit kindest end most tender excuses for them, on sc- 
oeVBt of the lin^iUdty of their hearty, and kindnCH of tbeu- 
natnrci, iriiich indnoed them to tm^t too hn^icitJy U> the 
gtUMsity of otfaeia. It was inposuble to be long in his com- 
pany, withaut conceiriiijr a liigiher (^aiea of the g^oodness ct 
the Aiaa^tjf irfhii lore and kindness towards his creatures, 
a«d of fais wiidom disph^ed in the goreminetit of the uni- 
wrae> On 1^ contrary, it is impossiUe to be long in the 
company of Mr A. T. the philosopher, \Fithout concnTing; 
Aat Being who is all goodness, to he a tyrant, who has creat- 
ed man, and wnman inUdtticalar, fer the sole purpose of 
norlring nusdhief, *nd tbea of being punished eternally fw 
that very misclHevoiis di^nntkn which is an ingredient in 
liie conpoeidon of l^r natures. It was impossible to be 
kag io GdBipttny with the fermtr, without coaceiving a higher 
o^nioH of the d^nity ot human nature, and of the happiness 
attuaable by man, bodi in this life and that which is to oome. 
It is impos^ile to be k^ in theicompany of the latter, witb- 
aot Goncetring oura^ret to be in a world of fiends, who hare 
no ei^ymeat but in tlie gratification of sensual appetites, nor 
any hope but in the rnin of others. 

Let your readers, then. Sir, consider seriously, whidi of 
these two ckaiw^en spears to be most congenial to a hea- 

.venly mind; which of them is most likely to be prt>duc- 
tive of happinesB and contcntnoit in this life ; and which of 

them is most confwmaUe to the precepts left us by our great 



lam^xte, in (wder t« fit tu fra* partaltiiig: of tbe Meatiitgs ef 
& W(bM to come. Let then w^gb all tbtse conaiderfttlom 
impartiBUy, uhI imitate Ae ose or the other, as reasoa and 
rordatiin tMl ^reet; but periisps thooe who deligiht in 
lattgaij^g tbe shades' « tbe human diaracter, may, in the 
end, be subjected to pay as dear, if not dearer, for it, than 
either Mr A. T. the philosopfaa-, or your humble servant, 
J.G. 



LOVE ADVENTURES 



MR GEORGE COCHRANE. 



It is weH known to^ myfTiendsthBtIamanoId.l)ac)ielor. I 
must now inform them further, that this situation in life has 
fallen to me rather by accident than from choice ; for though 
the confesuon am hardly hil to excite laufbtcr, I frankly 
acknowledge, that there is nothing I eo much regret as the 
many &vourable opportunities which I ha?e suffered to escape 
me of entering into that state, which every natural and uu< 
contaminated bias of the human soul bears testimony to, as 
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the one our aU-vue Cratttv liai ordaiaed &r the motnal h^>- 
pinesa of creatum. Nerer doe* that day daws in the 
east, ahedding light and gladuen orer the anitttw, bct that 
night ffiap the world in darlmesa and nleiice, on which 1 d* 
not ugh for the want of a kind and belored bo«om Mend, 
u'hom I might lore, tnut, and cherish, in every drcumBtancc 
and eltaation of life ; to whom I might iippart erery wkh 
and weakness of my heart, and receive hers in return ; re- 
joice in her joy ; share her griefs ; and weep with her orer 
her own or the misfortunes of others, or the general depravity <^ 
human nature; kneel with lier at the same footstool of in- 
finite grace, and jointly implore forgiveness for our frailtiea 
and failings, and a hlessing on our honest endeavoun at ful- 
filliog the duties of our station. But as the case now stands 
with me, I find myself to be an inugnificant, selfish creature, 
unconnected to the world hy anjr ties that can tend to endear 
it to me, further than the sordid love of life, or the enjoyment 
of some sensual gratification. I am |daced, as it were alone, in 
ttie midst cf my species ; or rather like a cat in a large fiuni- 
ly of men, women, and children, to whose joys it bears witness 
Without being able to partake of them ; and where no penoB 
cares a farthing for it, unless for his own benefit or amua^ 

When lying on a bed of sickness, instead of experiencing 
the tender attention and indulgence which the parent or ha»> 
band enjoys, I am left to languish alone, without one to tnnd 
up my aching head, or supply the cordial or cooling draagbt 
t(i my parched lips. Is not every old bachelor in the tame si- 
tuation ? Yea, as Horace says, 

" Mutato Doimiit de tc fabula natiatui.'* 

Whatever he may.be made to believe, he certainly is. If he 
be a poor man, he is a burden upon hu friends, aa encum- 
brance which they would gladly be rid of by any means ; 
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it rich, hii r^ti(»u may smile and flatter bim, but in their 
kearta they wish. moat devoutly for his death. 

The mairied state, it ii true, may be entered into with 
raalineM and imprudence, especially in the heat and Mly of 
youth ; but in any way, it is more commendable than the 
selfiih and unaatuial principle of shunning; it altogether. In 
the worst case that can happen to a man, which is, when his 
selected partner turns out to be really disagreeable, still the 
femily which she brings him eng;ages hia affection ; his hap- 
piness becomes interwoven with theirs, and if he has been un- 
fortunate in his connubial love, he enjoys the exhilarating 
sensations of parental affection with the more warmth and de- 
licacy ; so that still his family becomes a Innd of stay wfaereon 
to rest for woridly enjoyments, and the star by which he is di- 
rected thronghout the dangerous voyage of life. 

The argument, that tome are nnh^tpy in this state, is of 
MO avul ; for there are many people in the world of such re- 
fractory and turbulent dispositions, that they will be unh^py 
in any state, and x^ose tempers wiU ever contribute, in a cer- 
tain degwee, to keep rcery one unhappy who is connected 
with them. Such people would probably be still more un- 
happy in any other state than that of wedlock, and such 
commonly are one or both of the parties, who'thus disagree. 
These are, however, only the worst cases that can happen ; 
and though I myself am a bachelor, my opinion is fixed with 
reelect to this. I am fiiUy persuaded, that if there is auy 
calm, unruffled felicity, within the grasp of an erring and 
imperfect creature, snl^ect to so many passions, wants, and 
infirmities, it is to be found in the mailed state. That I 
have mined it, has certainly been ray own blame ; tor I have 
been many times most desperately in love, and never yet met 
with an unfevourable reception. 

The first time I 611 in lore was with a pretty girl wbo 
lired in oior fiunily, when I was se&roe seventeen yean of age. 
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I merer once thot^ht of nuuTfii^; her, nor erea of infomuDg: 
her bow much I Iwed : indeed I did. not know myself wbat 1 
wanted with her ; but 1 could not at^ tait of her sight if it 
wiu powiUe (or me k> get into it I Always GmumI aont pi»- 
text of imvig where fihe was, thmigh it had been only to ]Hck 
a. quarrd with her about tome tn&. I could not endure to 
lee any other men spealc to her, or take the least notice of bear 
wbatever, aid on erery such occurrence wreclud my vcn> 
geance upon her. 

The next time I fell in lore was with one of the meet lovely 
and amiable of the whole aex; but io &r above ny rank in 
life, that my cause appeand entirety h<^icleiL I bowevw 
took ecery opportunity of bein^ aiar to faer, and was so ovcr< 
powered with ddigbt at^eeing her. and bearing faer speak, &ai 
the tears sometimea stacted to my eye*. I ficcpiealad tbc 
churcb erery Sunday, and Berer onee looked away tma 
the front oi the gallery vhue iha sat. I eenuKonly ksor 
no more of wbat tbe patiooi was taUdng, thut if ht b»i bam 
ddireriiig bimielf in Greejc NotUn^ in atimn ^m neany 
delight that wa^ net man way naannrtwi with her, and 
every thing ibat was so was dear to me ; I kaai with no- 
ipeijcadole deUgbt, that, to ^m asteBuboMst «f the whoie 
naighbourbood, ibe bad pasitirdy ngedcd two gcndeMOi, 
each of wbom bad made bar propwals of naniage b^^y ad- 
vantsgeeus. 

I shall never, while racoUecttoo oocuiues her Sttle tesencKt 
amongst the o&er powers of my mind, fei^ tbe day on 
wfaicb I fint ^Klosed my puuno to this dear and lertly wo* 
man t It waa on tbe SOtb of Maicfa. Tbe day waa ^Arp ; 
and as I walked towards ber &tker's mansion, I pocdred bv 
coming as if to meet me. I was wr^ped in my tartaa man- 
He, and was rather warm with waUdng, yM I waa 'wtMrtly 
tdzed witb a fit of ahireriag. She, bowcrer, tivMd (tf at 
one side, and passed meat about tbe diitanoeof twcBtypMCK 
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She gave roe only one loot, bat that was accompanied by a 
most bewitduDi: emile, and went into a litde nunma-house. 

hov 6un would I have followed her— 4nit it .was a piece of 
luch moDrtrouB rudenen to intrnde upon a lady*! privacy, 
that it quite ilartled me ! I thought upon the look which «he 
gvre me, and the faewttdiing smile I Again I concluded that 
these wen given oidy by chance— as she was always smiling. 

1 f^tCnt about ten minatca in the utmost agony, resolving and 
re-retolviog ; and itiM sbe dtd not agun make her appearance. 
At length, seaicely seorible, I likevin wait into the little 
summer-house. She was sitting cm one of tbe benches ; her 
lovely chcdf leaning on Iter hand ; the train rS her gown 
dmwn over faer sfaonlden ; a book lay open before her ; and 
die tears were standing in her eyes. I dare say I accosted her 
wHh a most aheqiiab look, saying, I was ceme in to see what 
detained her so long in that cold house, on such a diarp day. 
She said, that she had by chance opened tliat book, whidi was 
so Kigaging that die coold not quit it ; and that it had cost 
her some tears. I stepped to the bendi, going dose up to 
bcr, merely to see what book it was — I had no other mMive I 
It'Wis The Vtear ff Waixfidi. It b a charming work, said 
I, and sat down to read ii aloitg leitk her, I could not tee di»> 
tinctly to read with the ends of the lines turned towards me ; I 
nevA oould mtd to any purpose that way ; so I was obliged to 
nt excessiv^y dose to her, before I could attMn the rig^t pcNnt 
of view. We read on — not a inn^e word passed betwixt ut 
£a- several pages, save one, which was often repeated, it was, 
Norn, She commonly nn over the pages faster than I could, 
hat always refrained from turning the leaf aatil I cried — 
Nom. I still CBuld not see very well, and crept a Ktde doeec 
to her side. I even found it necessary, in order to *et with 
prectnm, tobringnty dieek ^mostdosete her's. What rap- 
tures of delight thrilled my whole frwne I We read on — at 
least we locked over tiie words, without taking aiqr heed to 
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th«>- Xbw WW tbe cam widi mc and I MieVB w^ Uti 
far ibt Aied no wait tain. We caM« to tbe end ef a cJupMr 
'f"NaK,''mil; but itiecws Iliad«aiditiii RdiSitiTStway 
Aat liae, Ibr. intwd of tun)H# ^ leaf, liic dMnl tbe b«dk I 
Thu little iiiTvbJ»».aMii7 difimnl iHMUigt, ill of irhidi aie 
sadly diilaBsaiahtdbyAe mtnaer of {veaMiDoiag iL "Ian 
wnry of it," wid abe. " 'Tia tiiao," wid L I flsriad MOt Ae 
jaja trf ssgda tW day I *4kii fcr tbe ii*t tintf I found my- 
Hlfafamewitb Iw wbon I l«rtd «ad lakMd ^tore aU tba 
Mtt of die world. I wm w electfiiad vitb deligld, tlwt 
fiir a noomt I Ixliered it to be «11 a dnain. I daabnd wf 
mint 'tffeclion Gir bar, ip (be bmM napoctiU rntimr I wan 
oqaible «f. 8ba did fMt raoeive t}>e infanBitiMi. widi ibe 
maflett dep-ee «f mfrae, b»t m anaedaiiig: Ae nm pnrioaa* 
ij well aoqaaiataiwitk I ncMkmfid tbat iftr diidafiiiabed 
and-adanred pensnalexecUaiCMi, tugvther vttb bar (liiii all J 
njA tn life, had UtfacrM mtniood me frcua .makiii^ kioHB 
Bay lore to lier ; aa it alwi entirely pndndad tbe lewrt dhasca 
ol my erer aUaining- ber u my viEt. Think bow I «aa «»• 
toii^cd at mcirinir the bUowiag «iuwer :-*» Tfaaaaa, tQ.bs 
nuc, ii Tffy daip, but be is a gnst annrd wbo dflrea nat 
wade 14> die knee in it r " Wba* do yoa My, nwdaii f ' mjA 
I. She Mfeatsd tiie •eafanee. " Bttt do. you stf thw w 
eamnt f " said I. " bdeed I do." «fud ^e, traiiy, iritilfi lur 
CTM were 4xed Oai the ground. I daisied bar to ny -boaoH, 
Mid Ido not luHiw 'what extnwagaM noMoaa I uttered Moid 
the excev of joy with wbi>^ I was tMHt^arted. 

D\mag the ipaoe vi time yean we were aeldon pmndtr, 
andec^oyed.ftUd)ed«ligIiu<Jtbe meat pun and tmf^ ■>£' 
ttction. I plfitjed Hs^tcit owfideace in hff ; md dte m- 
cdFed me always wilb tbe jfiatt wcbawtii^; kiii4ani Md 
.goad humouc ; and eveB. wboB abe woa laomsd diat I ini 
beta fUjiag ny addHMU to aaodMr, iIk iGd.mt ilB lt)i»4«Ht 
re«nt i^ibut obacnwd. tbat it waa.no ngrt tjhw -Abe »• 
pected; fiir that she knew ve better dian I knew mywif. 
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I bui long !'**■> yrawing W uoft wio^f to wtM a day 
(br ow iiiw»g«> ud «t Iwgtb ebe cwdmc^ded to nfar U 
ntiMlf to m«. Will naj ftuno, wm Ibe mvt dmi ia every 
NBte of hwoar, gmtitude, w lomv bdiew ^U I oovld tngr 
Hl«adan Hm M««l «f » wwnw? To My oretbm^ J^mn 
ud oraAuioi^ I sflkRowMlR Affit 1 did ; aai. ii ii « jjwit 
twHd..(tfI!«Midieao«>tbatIiwv wfh iw tlwt nwtwl 4>iw- 
chftiv of keuti, wbk^ I cm w wpr* ^ig^.. I SUM: Atai 
on one d>9-^ our m i#> wl >- 'tibm .aw thw i i w d fumber, I 
kwr J vm fDie of hat whanorer I pleMw^ fud. «ww n»t 
wd nora cwwlctt- JH/m belwww- to «e oontiiuiMl Hut muo, 
nitboHt tbe HfaiM •UMnmt «( ohanriul omilwcmilimt 
MTor ^ « (wgh) Mwwur, or fi :l»tMr nBooMtiMw «B«gH 
£nH(t bw Up*. DM- one ftwiB <if d iwrti i fl w ri w dowj W bMMTi 
oadwlun, at Jg^. ny WlU W!|^ itihnir Iwv iato the som 
(^ an«tlw> wbo WW mwe dMernw of lurTf itill Ivr bB> 
bl^TiowiVqWwd )uiQilHU!ldj.«Bd) Mdif day, llif) raMini 
DM M an o4d friwi whmdttM.^^iot^ Ai*r 'Hwvn 

«anUBtpt <f rip4 «* Myj wd lieqtoip n^m ,)im Jiind Mid 
M^ ^MTt tJwt paee mi ifi^nm wUdk ^ m mU 
voPtfi mid to vUct WMP mnil a»v everaoBtjnao a,iiwi(Hi> 
l^ns knH-tlie w«ca kflral;, I7 JqMwwg it wm «n» i» «iy 
pover W )hh« eiyepcd t^t IwffHBCH irtuA I thrMT-ftwiv* 

J bwiik wiqs lAwk pemod. •bimmfvikMwia TCcy daipJy ia 
Wni mmammfwitfartni^t,tim^timn bit\wmlb,-.in% 
nmt eiweding Itti '*pa4« of hiii k ^Mb 8m>* «f jnjr'«d< 
vflHtMnii ttith^ .!$»» «B( hare ben w vtiamai, .tfcat J 4* 
j»Mtbip)[J.ctt.4iwt wy rwdttM iNUfTi tin». ty m fa ti tg^t 
flHwy 9f tlwm «H tbw p(V^ wm «wt«ui. 

. J at QM tiiM cqvound K viglent ■Aotkn Cmt » lai^ ^W« 
I (JMHiaed t4- A««iwpu)> ton fidiobuigh in Ae rtngnnMnh^ 
7|K-M4Md.HUenlMll-l^ich I piU ta l«r m tbe ,mte» Hd 
)vlhemv'>-V>')V^^ w^^iVO bcr hew^ tl|at Ae |n»t> 
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ed me pennMon to nnt faer, providing I kept oat of her 
hther't riglit. This ii not an ezampie which I csa netMn* 
B»nd to my fiur resden fer tlrar imitation ; tot, indeed, I 
tidak, ifaaj otibem are admitting of the virita <rf a lorer, 
of whom tbej wouM be ailwmcd to a bdier or IntHher, 
they voalA do aa well not to admit Aem at aU. But to it 
WM in this intUnce, sod ibe coold not have annexed a con< 
ditloii that pkMod me brtter, ai be waa a haughty, pxnA 
man, and no very mm friend of mine. After many ctm- 
triTa&cec, ve bod agreed thkt the si^t seuon waa the beat 
and mort Gonpenient fiv na to meet . Perhaps my Edinborg^ 
redden will be atartled at thit agreotiait ; hut it is a fitct, 
that every yoong womui in the country muat be courted by 
ni^t, or dt they will net be courted at all ; whatever b 
mM to tbem ea that auftject during the day, makes no 
more impreanon upon them than itodta w atones, but goea 
tU fiv nothing, at mere words (J course. I wat m impatieot 
tor thia intaview, that I got very litde rtoit until I aet about 
lb So ODcdailf winter nig^t, I wrapped myadf in my &thei^s 
(^•qnered ^ald, mounted his bay nure, and away I rode to 
' Me tbb new miatreaa of my heart 1 faatened my Cher's 
bay mare in a dell, at a ^atanoe from the houae, whidi I 
approached cautioualy on foot about dfevm at night As 
damoe directed, the front Aoor vaa atanding open, and aa I 
waa naceantatcd to take wme bold itep, I dif^ted off my ahoe^ 
took them in my hand, and atole quietly up atain into her 
room, where I determined to wait her arrival. It i^iM, how- 
ever, a ^aoe where, in case of a wrong individual ottering^ 
thera was not the iligfatest acteen where I could take aheltcr. 
I waa not altogether at my eaae — the peof^ bustled about 
from one room to another—opened doon, and closed tbem 
again, tuA time with a moat ta^Ue mriaft— every one trf 
them w«nt to my heart like a cannim-diot. -In my heart, I 
wished Ae pet^ all in the deepeat and dariteit Mlnnr 
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(tf— their beds. My Urron ineretHed — I dunt BOt at long* 
er — »o agun taldag my wet shoes in my haai, and jny &• 
.tiler's chequered plud belov my arm, I tipped quietly up to 
a gltureUroom filled with household articles. I wa» parfiECt- 
}y safe there, and quite at my ease, as do penon slept in itj 
so, laying my wet shoes on the lid of a laige chast, and 
wrapping my &tber's che«piQ«d plud around my ehoHldflnt 
I sat down on an dd settee, laden with men's cktihes on die 
back. I had not tarried there abore three miwites, until I 
beard a foot coming lightly i^ the stair, while the i^Fproacb* 
ing light let me see how tbicV the rafters stood which sup> 
ported the coof. I was sure it vas the foot of ny charming 
maiden, fiir it aouaded scarcdy so loud as a rat's » the ceU- 
ing. 1 flew vnik j(^ to meet her, or to eater iJm nma at or 
luar the same Ima with hmsclf.. O L Huscry, Am&, aoi 
dntniekion I Who was it^ — ^No other than the my pcfssa, 
nmag all the loai af wta, whom I ulnoM [ Yes, it «■■ the 
yoUBg bdf's Athir, maantg atrai^ tn ay puiMxmB 
witlieut his hat And efaoti, aad having a las^ eaidk boni_ 
iug ia hi* baad. It was all orer widi mt»-*1o assie tny 
tscwye bom the garMt-fooa was iBfasHye ; lat oat )««• 
ii^ aae mciniBt to hMe, as a hat resouroe, I jainiHd in h» 
hiod the aid aettee, and oanred dssait aa dose as I possibly 
CDuld. I mw him a^raachiBg, and nssited ifte most dnd. 
ly symplmis <tf rereoge in erery feature. He toi^ vf wj 
wet shoes, biiBcd Asm round and rmad in bis hand wilk 
■woe marlu of astonishinait. Naw, tkmght I t» mjwiM, 
what shall I do? or wbat ihdl la^? fihaJl I By I caaaa 
to rob the hauie i or steal i»ta his loitaly daughter** ichaaba- 
Ik the durkP — Any of them is had eawnfc — so die I 
mast without an altonutirel He ttuued atoot— cakna to 
the ^ mttee w^ere I had takcm Mflige; hdd < 
> Lffldl axkead thy— 

[mlly uMint, whoa I began, ta 
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finidi thii itory; but, I think, I must in all conidence be 
Bunk low ennagh ia the esteem <d tay readers already ; and, 
vrill it not do a« well to leave the contQuaioo of the prayer, 
and the conclunon of the adventure likewiae, to the imagina- 
tion ? and then every one will punt the conclunou aa best 
Ruita his own dispwition. It is visible, from my writing of 
tl)b, diat I escaped : so the charitable will suppose me to 
have escaped unhurt, determining never to engage in the 
like again ; the licentious will suppose me vitJadog every print 
dple of mwality, as well as the innate postulate of honour and 
truth planted in the human breast by the Almi^ty, as a 
guard over open, kind, and unsuspecting innocence ; and tak- 
ing an ondue advantage over a warm and feeling heart, to 
make tJiat heart fbr ever miserable. The maladous will sup- 
pose me dragged down stairs— ^iime-wfeippedr—dudted in the 
watcn— aitd set at liberty. Upon the whole, I find the truth 
will •earoely be worse than ax oat <tf tevai amoi^ all Ute con* 
■traction* tkat will be pat upcn it, tberefiuv, OD Moood thought^ 
it will be better to go <hi^ — The truth then is, (for the whole 
«tory is idwohite truth) that he held over the candle, iUKi hie 
head too ; but it so haj^Maied, that rather the dolhes, or rather 
I think the beams of the candle, hindered him from senng 
me. This was tbe greatest miracle I ever witnessed, for I was 
ntliog perfectly apta, staring faim in the &ee like a hare, and 
watdnng, with terror, every motion of bis eye. He turned 
&e cloth«s «ver aad over— eelectM a coat and over-alls from 
the heap— went down Bt«rs whisding Johnny Cope, and gave 
me the greatest relief I ever experienced. 

"Hie tady came up shortly after — I attended her — ^was up- 
braided for my temerity — spent a short space with her in the 
most harmless and uninteresting chat, mostly about my gettii^ 
oat of -the house, which was as absolutely necessary as it was 
■Mtmisudy dangerous. " It it next to imposuMe," said sbe, 
" for, a* ]KHi have three bolted doov to i^Mn, the dogs will, at the 
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fint, be all about you ; and if they do not vorry you ontrig^ht, 
vill certainly awaken my &tber, who will hare you by the 
neck in a moment." "Ivicb women never hadbeenmade,"«ud 
I; "or that dieyhadnot been made soextramdy beautiful, fcr 
I tee they will be my ruin. But, if I were once oat"— — 
She did not let ine finish the B«it«tce: " I'lllet you out at once," 
said she ; " you alwap make so much ado about nothing." 
Then, pushing: her wisdow gently up, which was atr^gbt above 
the front door, sfae tcuk hold of my father's chequered plaid, and 
detired me to let myself down by it, while ihe would hold 
by one end until I reached the ground. She wrapped my 
wet shoes in the esd of the plaid next her, to enable her to 
keep her hold, and set her knee to the wall to be ready. I 
crawled out, with my feet foremost, requeuing her by all means 
to keep a good hold. " What are ymi afraid of?" sud she ; 
" I'll hold it if you were double the weight that you are." The 
window had no woghts, being k^t up by a catch on one side; 
and as it had been put gently up, the catch had only got 
a slight bold. What it was that agitated it, I do not know ; 
but at the rery moment on which I slid from the window, 
and had begun to lay my v«ght to the plaid, down came 
the window with a crack like a pistol I Whether it etnidi my 
charmer's fingers, or only startled her, was a matter of small 
importance to me, for I was doomed to abide fay the bitter 
conaequences either way. In short, the window and I came 
down preueely at the same time. The thing.that I next felt) 
was the atone stair at the front door, on which my Iwn and 
shoulder struck with a dead thump ; and at the same instant 
one of my shoes, which were none of the lightest, hit me on the 
foce, and the other on the breast; for the plud, having come 
off with a sudden jerk, brought them down with redoubled 
Telocity. From the stone stair of the front door I tumbled 
heeIs-orer>head down to the gravel, and took it for granted 
that I was dead. I was not long, however, in getting to my 
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Imeea, id which porition { icmained a long time, conaidermg' 
iritetfaer I wm killed or not. The dogs barked witliiii the 
heiue as if ft whdte kemtd bsd brcftcn looae. The goodman 
ftrestened ^em loaOy, and ordered Bi]ence.-»The doors ncnr 
b^an to open vitliin. I ma &in tn get op, bruised w I 
was, and indeed I iras wnfuSy' bmiied, and taking' my wet 
ahoes in my hand, and my ft^tr't cheqnered phud bdow my 
srm, and perceiving,' to my astonishment, that all my bones 
were whole, I never once- looked over my diotdder untB I 
readied my fittlier'R bay mare. She wai ttanding, Q^tering 
and cooking her ears, in the d^, wfiere she left a good miuiy 
indelible mai^ of her impatience. 

The i»e« time I met wHh the yonng lady was in a large 
company, where there wa« « number cf her own eex. After 
saluting' them romid, I tamed to her — " You Ettle mb- 
eHef," mi I, " what made yon let go f" The mentian- 
u^ of ^is abruptly in the nndst of company, and tfae htcU- 
d'out scene recurring to her imagination, had the eflect of 
thimring her into a conrulnoti of htugbter, out of which die 
could not recover till obKged to retire. An explanation was 
aded, hut that was impossible to give ; and many of the party, 
I bdieve, fbnned cragecturei of tlieir own, which, I am sun^ 
were aH wide of the truA. 

I ititl continued very bad in love with her; and, s I had 
reason, &om farther Kiperience, to be mtnv and more ttrrifled 
for her fttfaer ; therefore I had nothing for it but to lue wnrt 
dttfti to see her prirstdy. Tliese were not eanly obtained. 
However, die was fond of variety, and not gready averse to 
my schemes. I got a few minntes conversation with her 
(me day, and be^ed her to name a time when I conM call 
and bave a private uniiitemiptcd chat with her. She 
told me the thing was impo««ble, and die would ccotsent t6 
no such tlung. Besides, there was not a night in the year on 
which her fether staid from home all night. Bare on i^ eve of 
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Laektrhie Jkir, wkcn he was «UigMl to stay from bfime all 
nigbt to seU hit buab* ; but ibe would not for the world tliat 
. I ilwttJd come thkt oig^t, m there «« nof a- muu about the 
tomi" (ra wealvajQ ckenonusatc a flun-eteading;.) Ddig'hted 
«dth thU ^y pTohiMtkm, I iliook &er hand, and b>de her good 

Oho(rllMfedftrtfaant«<rfLoalceri]ie&arI Does aliy body 
kaoiv vioA the «r* of a fi^ day, or any odier day, meang > I 
wkdi the nuia taattde liiu in bb mm miad before he pro- 
Mtdft a MBtmoe fiirthn-, and to Ktde it impartiaUy ; fc^ it !s 
ajnatter that may ooaoeni him deeply to uodevAond, And it 
ooDcan* me pavlIcDUily that be should undcnMnd it. 
' 1 didi BDt t^ my ftrthei's bay mare with me that day> but 
mnt aloBg^tke hel^ta, canyitig my gaa like a fowler, but 
mtimt maty dog. I did not iliont any muirfbwl, nor did I 
wiih fe dioei my : When I am in lore, all kind of noise and 
distliTbsnoe are diftreaing to me. I lore silence and solitude 
1— «o be in Iaa|^or,«id think and dream of her that I admire— 
of all hir beaatici^ sweets, and perfections. Imagination doe* 
very mnd ferilie women in this way i for I have myself traiu- 
fenned B i^rl, very little above ordinary, into a being of the 
most an^lc lo^inen ; and have talked of her wkK nidi rap> 
turcs to otheM, tiub they were obl^«d to view her in the same 
light; at no one erer diqmted' my good taste in female 
beauty. But tbis girl to wbon t was so mut^attadied ex- 
celled every thing. O, she was so devei^-«o full of anim»* 
tion— had such eyes, nioh a ahape, end a smile I— Good Lord ! 
I wondered how any man, with common fedingsof humanity, 
could lire without her! For my part, I found that I could not, 
and I was detennined tliat I wouM not live witliout her, let 
them all do as they would. 

I came at length to the hUl opposite to ber father's house, 

where I lay in a bosh, and watched the doon and windows with 

as much anxiety as a devout heathen ever did the rising of the 

U 
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■UD. If ihe \rould oul^ bat ttite a walk up the side of the tirer, 
thought I, I would *lide down the bade of the hill and meet 
with her; or if she walked down the riFei', I wotild fidlow 
her. Bot, abore e]l, w«re she to take a walk up the ^len, b; 
the side of the plaotii^. O, ye powers of love 1 to laid the 
lovely creature iuto that plaatiDgifiu from theeyeaof alHiriu^, 
Mid froDi faer surly fether'a in particular— Tbeo, to lee her 
frown, and hear her chide, and protest that she would not go 
into the pUntiiig with any man on earth, &r lei» with me, and 
all the whilewalking faster forward into the thicket than I c«uld 
keepvpwithbtt. Whatdelig^tfulprobabilitiesalorerfiuMMsI 
She neither walked up the rirer that I mi^^t meet with her, 
nor down the lirer that I might fidlow her, nor up the glen 
that I mi^t woo her in the planting; for she did not aren come 
out of the house that I could see the whole aftemooB. I saw 
■eversl other females saunteiing about in a carden indifferent 
manner, but they were coarse rulgar creatures, cast in moulds so 
didfereot hioa that of my charmer, that they appeared rather- 
like beipgs of another epeciea. I had no pati«iGe with them ; 
and wa*-obliged sereral times to hide my (aat among the bent 
and the heather, that I might not see their round waists, and 
thidc bait aadee as red as carrots, and thereby mar my ideas 
of the bduty and purity of the sex. I made sererai lore 
vases wht% lying on the hill that evenmg, which I thonght 
very good, pne of them, which I made on senng these vulgar 
menials goi^ waddling about, runs thns : 

" I h>^ )ookti long, I hm looked.isie 

For Ihi^I diat 1 do liora ; ■ .'^ 

But mf Moved I caniut see — 

I ban Anind bul thtdiaffvbcie the com should be" 
Another, and perhaps a wore original verse, ran thus ; 

"Okl aajp^biveKCK thatheMbet-bell 
Tbst hln^T VP^*^ ^^ cowt, 

Tbm I vool^ take ber ia mj snoa 
Ijke a n««-cUp^i y<]we 1 ,- ^| _ 
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And irhkiawra we £d dci» *■; 

ToBonunlwoolcltdl; 
Bnt I wtmld Um liir im; Upf, 

A) I do that heMfaer-bdL" 

The great art in roaldog poetry, you will observe, ii to 
round ihe verte teell off. If the hiodmort line loiindB well, the 
verse i* soft. I have never known uty man who was so much 
master of that .particular knadc as myself, of whidi I could 
give many instances as vdl as the atnve, if I had leisure from 
more impof (ant matters- 

It happened to be a pafticulariy long afternoon that on 
whidi I lay watching ftir my diarmer. The sun stood still 
about the same lAwe for several hours, whether on account of 
any impentive command, or dieer ffl-wiU, I do not kaow; 
but it is ^Murd to suppose that his coune is regu!at«d by any 
stated linte. I liave seen a very material difference in the ce- 
lerity of his journeying. If any disbelieve me, let him ask 
a KhwA boy, whether the aftenioo;i of Friday or Saturday is 
the longest ? Ask the auidrservant, whether die fiur day, or 
Ae daythat riie is toiling on the harvest £eld, wears first or 
hstest t« a dose ? bat, above all, aA. the lover who is sitting 
watdjng for the fell of night, that he may meet and clasp 
her whom he admires above all the rest' of the world. 

After much procrastination, ibe son at last went down, and 
the twiliBht f^lowed with slow and lingering pace. With a 
beating heart I again approached the house. " Tha« will be 
none of these b«sterous dogs here to-nig^t,' thou^t I ; " the 
shepbmls will be all sbemt at Lockerbie bir." The thought 
was barely formed ere I was attacked by two in a most voci- 
forous manner, as I stood by tke garden-wall cowering like a 
bogle. I tried to cajole them in a whisper, pretending to be . 
friends with than. It would not do, they waxed louder and 
louder. I threw stones at them — they were worse than ever 
— " Bow— wow — ^wov. Youj^, yough." I was obliged to 
take to my heels and ily, for the inmates were getting alarmed. 
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Tli<^ womeo rushed out ; I heard their voices, hot coold not 
eee them diatinctly — my dear«iifd wai ummg them. " Who 
can that be ?" I heard one Mfiofr- " Ouly some pawenger 
going home from the Mr," ntomed Ae, in s voice sweete: 
thaa music. " I hope he meiuu to ca' ior" said the other, in 
a loud, giggling, Tulgar voice ; " he'll ioxdy gi'e some o' 
U« a bode as he gaes by." " Na, m," cried anotiier gawky, 
" he hasoa sm muckle in him ; he's aira vi' hu tail atween 
hU legs like Macmillwi's laeaura." My dew angel th^ called 
in the Jog>i, and rebuked them both \^. i^juiie u they passed 
her ; and after detirtng her vonen to keqi their jokes within 
the walls of the house, as iheyknew not who tnight bear them, 
she went in last, and cloied the door, ^viiry word, that she 
Bjnke thrilled my heart with delight; sod I was utterly im- 
patient far the hour of meeting— no jealous £ith«r to alarm us 
—no rival to inlcrpoae ; not enn a man-servant about th« 
house ; and as br the maids, they bad & feUow-ffelitig br each 
other ; and owreoTcr, she hjtd it in bar power to nuke them 
do what sbe jdeased. 

Urged by this bc^ul coosideiMion, I irat SK>t kwg in i». 
turning to her wiadow, at which I ta^«d ligbdy, my very 
breath almost deifp gme with anxiety. She threw np the 
fatli. I acc(Kt«d.her in. a tremulous bn^un whisper—" My 
dear, dear Mary," ttM, I, " have I found you alone i" " Bless 
me, Mr Cochran^'' said she aloud, " is it yon ? Why do 
you rap at the window rather th»n the door ? Came in, 
come in ; my father, I dare say, will be very glad to see you." 
I was Btujufied and fpeechlesa. " There vt aome vile mistake 
here," thought I. But before I. lecorervl, the dear teainngcrea- - 
tnre opened the door, and bidding me come in. I implicitly 
obeyed and followed her into the parlour. — " Wh»re have you 
been, or where are you gonig w late ?" -said sh?. " What 
need have you to ask," said. I, " Mary ? Yon know well 
enough I am oome to bear you coQpAny for a little whil& 
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Did not jaa tdl me that yonr fttber and all tbe toen were te 
be from home ttmiight?" " Me !" extJutned abe, " I never 
told you Mich a thing ! I could not tell jini that, f«r I knew 
it wu impw^e. I wu afraid you would come lut night ; 
for, it being the fiiir ere, there was not a Inan about tbe town 
•-•the tvo mwdi were away on some buMnen of their own, 
and btie wu I ibr the whole ni^t locked up in the houBO, 
witlHHit a liring mul in it but mytelf. Fodtirelf I do not 
know what ( should have done, if you had come lait nigbt." 

I am ceitmn there never wa« another wooer locJced so 
.abeepyi as I did at this moment. ' I was chagrined past en- 
dunmce at mysdf, at her, and at ail mankind. I saw the 
golden oppwtnnity wa« past, and that I bad run ray head in- 
to a noose, and consequendy f was in a riident quenikius hu- 
monr. She was nolesa m>> " My dear Mary," said I, '' surely 
yon will not pretend to ateert that the evening of a fair day 
it not the fidr eve !" " Are you so childiiUy ignorant," re- 
turned she, " as not ti} know ^at the eve of a fratival holiday, 
OT any partiadar day whatever, always precedes the day nn, 
'tninally ?" I denied the position positively, in all its parts and 
bearings. She reddened ; and added, that " she oould not 
help pitying a gentleman who knew so little of the worid, and 
the terms in use among bis countrymen — terms with which 
the meanest hind in the ^e was perfectly well acquainted. 
" Fray, consider," added she, " do yoa not know that the 
nigbt before a wed^ng, the night on whidi we throw tlte 
•tockiDg, is always denominated tbe wedding ere i AU-Hallonr 
eve, the ni^t on which we inim the nuts, pull the kail stocks, 
andnse all our cantrips, is the evening beAnv Hallovday. 
St Valentine's eve, and Fasten's eve, are' the same. Why 
then will you set up your own recentvystem against the xme 
and nnderstanding rf a whole country ? " 

" Neva tell me of your old -P<qnih nwa and customs ; the 
vhde of your poaitim ii founded in absurdity, ray love," said 
• U8 
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i« (loubtleis gnng on tn nerrily aa ever ; thia thea must aAt* 
he the fair eva, or du tbe fiur tiM tvo treo, which U ratho' 
more than etthn' eooimoD uoee or tue snd weot will vw 
<*iit," 

I £hiim1 I had acted very wrong ; for I7 tbit time uig« was 
depicted on ber lovely emaVaaace, and I nw pli^nly that iIm 
h«d a smithy eparl of tnaper la her coaatitittion. 

" I ctiuld ^ fartbw bad(, audtohij^beraulhgrity, than old 
Popish aaifa, as you caU tbeoi, for the establiiiliment of tny po- 
lilioii, if I ^Me," said she ; " I ooakl take the aocontit of the 
fint formation of the day and the night, where you will find 
it recorded, that ' the evemng asd the morniog were the iiet 
day ;' but aa it would be a pity to mortify one by a ooBfut»> 
tion who k M wise in hi* own conceit, I tbere&re give up t^ 
atgumeot. You ave certainly is the right; and may you 
always pn^t in the same way aa you have done now, by stiek* 
ing to your own 0|HniDn." 

This was a severe one ; and in the temper and dtipoKtiea 
that I was in, not to be brooked. " Nothing can be more 
plain," (Bid I, " than that the evening of a day Is the evening 
of that day." 

" Nothing can," said she. 

" And, mweover," said I, " ha» not the matt« been ar- 
gued thoroughly by our christian divines ?" 

" It ha^" siud she. 

' And have not they all now agreed, from St Chryaoetom 
nown to Ebenoser finking tiiat the Sabbath-day begina in 
the mfwning i" 

" They have," said she. 

" And if the Sabbath bcfini in the morning, so must also 
Monday ; and 10 must every day, whether &ir day or feitivaJ." 

" There is no doubt of it at alt," caid sho ; " whenfive rea* 
son any mcoe about the matter i Here i* my '&thec caonng. 
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m ib^ i^ipeal t« bini, and he irill, without doabl, ntify all 
thai you hare beea Baying ." Her fetkcr now CBtsred ; for ii« 
had been aS the while m ^ next twhu uttliogf hi* fair tOt 
counts. His eyea were faeary with fatigue, and hie bee led 
wkb ■un-buming' iiiid whiUiy pniidi— « Bort ungainly lignre 
he wSL " Humph !" ««d he, ■> he came in, " wha hae we 
gotten here ?" " It is Mr Codirane, ur, who rte|^ed in on bi« 
way home from the moon to get the iiewH of the Aur ; but 
what argiiment thinlt you ha has talien up? ha will not let 
me say that thli it the fiur ere." " Neither it ia, Hin," said 
he, " any body knows that the night afore the fair k the bir 
^en." " I ean hardly trow that you are rtgitt, sir," lud the. 
" Nor can I, upon my honour," eaid I. " Ye canna, u|«}n 
yeur honour, can ye no f Humph ! sic hoBOve 1 Fine h<ui(mr, 
fiuth ! Crocks wad craw an dndi wad let them. Ye're unco 
late asteer, I tiiink, the nig^ti chap!— Wbar hae ye been 
•catterin foebfi sheep the day ?" I aeanred him that I had 
mdetted no one's sheep, lot that my dog bad left me, and that 
I had had I'ery little sport. 

" SpMl ! snuA o' tobacco T exclaimed h^ " to hear sDine 
ttilk tauk o' sport that it wad aoit better to he weeding tli«r 
minnie'e kail-yani, er cloutiiig tbor ain ahooa. 

" Humph t fine sport, fiiKh ! Ye surely hae onco little to 
do at hame." I cunld hardly sit a3i this, but unwiHIagr to 
hretie, both with the old gwitleman and htr I lored so pas- 
sionately at onoe, I restrained myself, and anawared him in a 
forced jocular manner. We got aome ■uppn' ; and the young 
lady proposed that we should drink a jog of toddy together 
afterwards, but this he positively declined, saying that 1 
would be too late be&re I got home. This was as broad a 
hint fiir me to go about ray tHUiness as ceuU be giren, and I 
would have been obliged to hare taleen tt, had aot sheer g«od 
manners 'emupelled the young lady to frapcat that I should 
take a bed till the moraing. ThioJuag diis efier aapael well. 
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and tlwt I would still be ftrouredwith a prinits confet^ 
ence, I accepted of the pn^Maal; but, -without tfae poniln- 
litf of getting; another prirate word of her, I was ahewn to 
my bed. < 

It waa on the aaaie floor with that at my charmer ; her &- 
tber's, as n before mentioned, bnng on the ground floor. I 
thought it behoved me, after cominf safer to see her, to make 
an attempt at a prir^ interriew, aod had do doubt but that 
die intended it, when she urged me to stay, notwithstaod- 
tng. the ill humoor we bodi wen in about the blr ere. 1 
Duly threw (tf nry coM and dioea, and lud me down mi my 
bed ; but to think of sleeping, so situated, was out of the 
question. 

I lay till near midnight, when all iTas quiet, and not so mud 
as a mouse stirring ; then rose, put on my coat, and groped 
my way with great caution to her room, weening that she 
would have lain dowii without undressing like myself; but I 
was mistaken. I walud ber— she pretended great astonish- 
ment and high di^leasure, but always spoke below her h^th. 
She said I was mad-~«iid that it was fine behaviour in soolh^ 
audagreat number of such kindof thiogs. I said still a great- 
er number of the most extraragant things that ever were spoke, 
to all of which she ooly replied, " go away to your bed, 
I tell ycra." " My dear divine Mary," said I, " as you know 
you are safe from insult in my company at all times, and in 
aU utufttioiB, tfaerafbre why not sufier me to remain a while 
with youf 

" Because my fitther is jealous of us, and your peril, as well 
as mine, is very great. I mustfintremorelhat jealousy, and 
then you may come as x^ten as you will," she replied. 

" O, for Heaven's sake, doremove that jealousy I I'll come 
every night to see you," sud I. 

" You most thai aUde by the CMuequences," she returned. 

" I will al»de by any consequences, for the sake of enjoying 
your sweet company without intemiption," mA I. 
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" Well then," ifce retorMd, " I eatreat that, IB lilt fint pUo« 

yoa wilt iM^ve aa j*n ought to dt^ Md go to y«ur bed. Yoa 

ttuiUgota your bed, I ioust wit — you might harecwu m iht 

feir ere, 8» a true lorer and a nuui of wnM wmU han done." 

" So I hnre, my dear, I hare come on tlie Ur ere ;" sud I. 

I fear tbU wai an unfortunate sptedi cj Bitw, for, ebort » 
it was, !t ted to very diagnceable coDMqueDoea. I dcdare I 
had no more intentloD of gmng into the bed bonde ihe youo^ 
lady, than I had «fagun letting myaelf out at hanrindov. I . 
wanted only to hare a private oovfeMOce, for I loved her to 
diHtractaMi, and the moat that I would have voitared would 
hare been to hare put ray arm rousd hsr wairt, aad perhapa 
kiBied her hand or her cheek. But at thii InddoH time,' my 
arm faa^^ned to be flung orer her iboulds abort tbedothei; 
at which, being offended, iheflungbadc away from me> Thinly 
lag thi* wa« all a pretence, and tbat iha wanted to make 
room &r m&— what could I do ? I atrtvnly did main a 
lodgement on the foreiide of the bed. I wa* ctrnftundedlj 
miitaken, for at that momeat my ean wan laluted by a distast 
tinkling Musd ; but I thau^ they tJtantatwa wera riagiugi 
my tpaxta being ip such commotion, and I pud no attention 
. to the portentous sound. My charmer fled &rther away from 
me, and I Mlowed proportionally, still keeping, bowenr, a 
due dittance. The ill-Bet creature had a bell-handle ai the 
back of her bed, which I little dreamed of, and fiir lew that 
ahe would make any um of uicb a thing if >he had. I had 
nenr fouad it the nature of the iair bax to be ready in cx- 
poaing the imprudencies of their loren, if committed for the 
, take of their own penomi j tberefore my aatonialunent may 
be judged of, when I heard a dittaut bell ringing fiercdy and 
furiouily. " Good God I" «aid I, " What'i tbat f" She had 
not time to answer me, when her father entered, half dreued, 
and apparently only half awake, carrying a lighted candle, 
brfore which he held his open hand lest it diould go out, and 
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St tlie tame time stared over above it, witb (^»en month, and 
hie night-cap nuNdon im tM«w. " Maiy, my dear, what ii 
the matto- 1 what do you want i" aid he. " I wa»t yoOf 
nr, to diew this geotlraiaa back to hit bed-ioom," said eh«. 
" He has come here hy lome mislske, aad refiue* to go away. 
He ercB innrti od iyiag in the oune bed with me, a freedom 
which I wUl net admit of." " Fine behaFioor, Uth !" said the 
«ld nvage, bnt not in particularly bad humour. He teemed 
pleased with his dauiihtWs intiepidity, whom hitherto, I «ip>~ 
pote, he had truated but very little in lore matien; andnotlen 
pleaaed to find me expoting mywlf iniuoh a baaemanno', for 
which I could hare no exctue. " Humph 1" continued he, 
" jrou did my right, daughter. Fine honour, Uth i ocone 
»wa, chiqi, an' I'll ihew you a gate that will aet ye better. 
Humph 1 my certy ! ya're ane indeed." " I hope, my dear 
Ar" said I, " you cannot njqiect me of any di^honoarable ii»> 
tentiou towaidi yoor daughter, whom, I declam, I love better 
than my own life 1" " Humph ! fine love, &ith I Coma 
awa ; nc lore canna stand words." So saying, the old hound 
s^ed me by the collar behind, and began to drag' me away. 
" What do you mean, rfr ?" said I ; " III not be handled in 
this manner — I'll fight you, sir."* " O, to be sure yoti ■ 
wUl/' returned he. " So will I— I'll fight too ; but we mautf 
do ae thing afme another, ye hen." And then, with a ruder 
grwp, he draped me down the stair, quite choaked by tbo 
giipe he bad <rf my collar, and scarcely able to more my limbs;. 
" It is your own house, sir," said I, " else I w(»Id beat you 
most unmerdfiilly— I would beat you like a dog." " Oh, to 
be sure, you woidd," said he ; " there's aae doubt o't ava." . 
He then pushed me out at the door, giving toe a furious luck 
behind ; and then closing the door with a loud clash, he \KAt-> 
ed it on the inside. 

I was pNfecUy dtxxageA, at having thus made a fwA of my- 
self; and, like all men who maka a fool of themselves, I mads 
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a Btill greater fool of mywlil I tunied id a horrid rag^ 
ftnd ran to his wiodow. " Give me out my clothea, 
you old do^," I cried. " Gire me out my Bhoes, my hatj my 
plaid, and my g:ua, or III break erery wmdoir and floor 
in your house, you old ragamuffin scoundrel that you are I" 
Clink went one pane of the window— jingle went another— I 
then heard a atep inside, and, m priddng up my ean, I heard 
the« words, " By G — I will give it him." This hrought 
me a little to my Knaea. I »tood Btiide for a few seconds, and 
listening', I heard a window of the MC(»id Sat opened softly, 
and won beheld between me and the sky, the muzzle of a 
gun coming slicUng out. It was needless to Ind me take to my 
- heels : so 1 turned the corner and ran with main ^peed. The 
noise I made had awakened the shepherds who slept in the 
stable, and just as I ranpast the door, out sallied two men and - 
four dogs on me. " Seize that rascal, and duck him," cried 
their master, setting his head out at the window, " be has 
Iwoken up the house." The two fellows ran after me ; but I 
redoubled my speed ; and being ready stri{]^)ed tor the nee, 
I left them a considerable space behind. For some time 
the chase continued down a level valley, on which I had 
the heels d them, as the saying is, consideraUy ; but, on lear- 
iag that, we came to rough bog^ ground interq»ersed with 
some sheep-drwoB. I then heard the panting and Mowing of 
one of the shepherds, who had gained ground, and was coming 
hard on me. The other was quite behind ; and was laughing 
■0 immoderately thai he could make little speed. I cast a hur- 
ried ^nce behind me, and saw a large brawny rascal within a 
dozen yards of me, who was bareheaded and bare-leg^;ed, and 
had a huge two-handed staff heaved above his right shoulder. 
I strained every nerve; and coming to a steep place, I went 
down it with inconceivable velocity. My pursuer did the 
same ; but either his body came faster down than his feet 
could keep tip with, or, what is as probable, he had set his 



S40 wmTEE ErBKnw tales. 

fbot inMlverteBtly, in the heig^ht of hi« speed, into a drain, fur 
down lie cxste with «acli force, that )te actually flcv a long 
way in the Mr l&e n meteor before he alighted, and then 
pitched exactly on his noee and forehead. With such an un- 
wwittd force did he dy fi>rward, ^ier lodii; hia equilibriuin. 
thtt the Oitff, which he carried above his shoulder, came by 
me with a iwltheriog d^k like that nude by a btack-cock «i 
the wing: at fViIl fl^ht. I suf^oee he quitted it in his swing, 
in order to save hi« face by fdliBg on hisbandB. ' Hard as my 
eircumrt&nces were, I could not help laughing- at mypuntier'* 
headlong acddent ; but I lifted tfaecndgel, and ded as fast as 
I could. Whether he was hurt, or only had his wind cut by 
his fiill, I know not, but I saw no more of him. About a 
mile brtber on ! beard their voices behind me, but tby were 
not so near as to darm me, and beddi«, I was in peaffisioo of 
the club, which I had resolved to make use <^, if Ht> 
tacked. 

When out of danger, 1 deliberated calndy on what had 
passed. I deened myself very ill used — most shablnly used ! 
Mid my first emotioiia were toward a stmi and ample re> 
venge. But when I began to questtmi myself abcHt my mo< 
tiresi and answer these questJons strtcdy aecotdiDg to the dio 
tala of huiour and cettscience, I found that the answere did 
sot entirely satisfy me ; and I was not so sure whetbei I had 
recrived any thing beyond my desortB or not. " What wtre 
you going to do with the girl, George ? Did you ncan b«t> 
onndfly by hCT?" " Oh, strictly." " That is, you peu> 
tivriy intended to make her your wife?" " No." I search« 
edeverycreviceof myheaitout andin, and oould not say that 
I did. But thm, I could not be tu^y out of her company*" 
in short, I lored her. Was not that quite sufficient? Will 
stud it wa»— honour said net much about it ; but comcieDce 
whtspa«d the old fiitber's saying into my heart, " Fine lore, 
finth !" 

7 .Ccogl. 
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" Suppose yoa had a. lorely «iid beloved daughter, Geoi^, 
and found a young' fellow, of whose priad^es and honoiu 
you ^d not much ^tprore, who had dtden clandntinely iiUo 
hit bed-chamber, and, in spite of remoortrance, was even 
makioj- hia way into hw bed, what would you hare done with 
him ? Ayr, there's the rub ! That briugB tlie matter home 
at once t Cut hi« diraat to be aure ; b«ndee alabluiig him in 
different porta of the body. Fine lore, fiudi I" 

The thin; that chagrined me mott of all, wat an iodigtlnct 
lecollectitHi, that while the &ther wu dr^^wg me (Jut of the 
room like a ptqipy by the nedt, and I wai Mireatening to 
fight him, I heud my aweetheart dttering aad laughing. 
Thia almoat drove me mad— it looted ao like a aet plan to 
make a fool of me. Yet I cpuld not holieTe but that I had 
received some prooi* of her attachment — proofa that I liad a 
preference in her eitxem, or she must be a very extraordinary 
girl. " Perhapa," thouj^t I again, " all this shame and ob- ~ 
loquy baa tpnatg from the contradiction I gave her about 
Ijockerbie fair eve. But, aay that thU is the caae, It argues 
vay little for her prudence or good kow." Upon the whole, 
I found my admiradon ot ha mixed with a little tatteraeaa, 
and I formed aome reaolulioiu conoerniBf her, not the moat 
generous, nor the moat commendable in the wivld. 

Next morning I appeared at iMvakiaat with a tullen, div 
satisfied look. " Saufual Geordie, what aila ye the day?" 
stud my mother, " ye look at a' things as ye coudna help it. 
An' guld forgi'e us 1 what hae ye made o' your hat, that ye 
are gann w i' that aald alooch about your lugs ? an' hae ye 
Unt your ahow, that ye maun be strodgin about i' your 
boots ?" I did not ^ow how to satisfy my mothet'a corioaity, 
fer leae how to reoorer my apparel, without eaqwring mytelf 
and all concerned to both femiliea ; ao, in the first place, I 
was obGged to contrive a manifest lie to paci^ my mother. I 
UAd her, that while I was out on the moors, on such and auch a 
X 
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height, by came William Tiree<]ie'a houoda banl after a fox ; 
and that, in order to keep up with thetn, I had thrown away 
my plaid, ahoea, hat, coat snd gun, and lUIowtd them all the 
. way to Craigmeken Skerr*, where the hounds tost the foot ; 
but on returning, It was that dark, that I found it impossible 
to get my dothee and gun ; I had, huwever, left word with 
some of the shepherdi, who I trusted would find them. 

That lame day there was a small paclting<boX lefl at the 
shop near by, directed to a man in Moffilt, with a card for 
me. It was in thete tenns : " M. I.'t comp*' to Mr C, sends 
the clothes in hos. Will hide the gun till o*ner calls. No 
one (hall know. Is wrry the consequences turned out ao 
sevn^. Jealousy now asleep f<»- ever.- Mr C. needs not be in 
a hurry In taking adrantage (^ this. Wh«> he does, let him 
throw a handful or two of gravel against a certain window." 
" Woman's an inexplicable thing r said Ito myself; "Is 
it possible that the minx has exposed me to this shame and 
indignity, merely to lull asleep all jealousy in her father's 
breast with respect to me, that we may in future enjoy one 
another's company without fear or intermption. The thing 
is bey<Hid my comprehension ! She certainly is an extraordi. 
nary, and rather a dangerous girl this I However, I'll go and 
see her once more, and if I hare such opportunities as I have 
had I shall make better use of them." 

I was much pleased with her ingenuity in sending me my 
clothes; bntthemore I studied her, the less I could make of hn" 
character; yetshe was a charming gir), nevertheless! Itwasnot 
long till I again mounted my father's hay mare at night, and 
rode away to see her ; and, as she had given me the hint, 
when all was quiet I went and threw two handftils of sand 
against her bed-room window. It was not long before she 
looked out, and, on senng who it ivas, she made a sign with 
her hand to the door. I threw off my shoes and hid them, 
and then went to the door, where soon the dear delightful 
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taeUure came, and <ipened it hi sofdy, that I did not hear it, 
diou^Ii standing M the landing-place, or dooi^'Hep, as they call 
it there. Without qieiJcij^ a vord, she took me by the hand, 
pulled me in, and cloMd the door, but did not bcdt it for fear 
oi noiae ; then leading me up the stair, die udiered me dark- 
lie^ into her reom, into that room where I had. suSend so 
aererely twice bdore, aad which I did not enter agun without 
tre^dation and some uneasy apprehensiona. She was ele- 
gantly dressed in a white nighl-gown, with a handsome 
house cap on her head, garDtshed with ribbons. I held 
her by the hand, and as I loaked in her face, by the help of 
the moon that shone on her casement, I thought her the 
handsomest creature on earth. I sat down on a ch^, and 
took her on my knee, clawing my arms around her wtust. She 
made no rodstance to this arrangemeat «f potitton, amorous 
as it was; and to make it still worse, she leaned her head on 
my shoulder. I *»d many extravagantly fond things, to 
which she made no r^ly. Hv behaviour always led me in- 
to tnon. I deemed that the poutiou in whidi we were 
placed, warranted me in snatching a kiss from those sweet deli- 
dous lips that were actoaUjr shedding iJie tngnatee of rosss 
and bwiey-euckle wann on my cheek ; so I made the at- 
tempt. No--aio such liberties Could be granted. " I disa]^ 
prove of kissing altogether," said she ; " and cannot t«)l you 
bow much I admire the substitute, reswted to by a cer- 
tain valued &iend of mine. Hare not you heatil of one, wIh^ 
in cases of necessity, kissed a heather cowe ?" I declared I 
never had: On which she repeated these two lines, wfth a sirft- 
neas and pathos that made them more ri^kniJouB than aug^t 
J had ever heard: 

" Then I would kiss her rosy lips. 
As I do that heather bell !'.]" 

" Where the devU did y<Hi come by that?" said I. " No 
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nmOet hew I got it," rqriied ibe; " I gta many tfaums ifat 
yuU'sranot awsre of." " I btlierayoa nererndd a tratr 
thttf in yoor Hh," iMl; "I »hray» dwught you were a 
witafa. But mafty you will gnnt me a kin of tfast comely 
dmk, ^ich !• a nnsll boon ; after I have cmda so oftra and 
M fiv to ue you, yoii aumot refoae me when I a«k mt 
titde ?" " O yes !" nud the, widi a deep Mgned tigb, 

" Man wants but little Iiere below. 
Nor wants that little loog." 

" The deril ii in tfai* girl 1" thought I to inyadf ; " she is 
^ite beyond my depth. I know not what to nuke of ho- !" I 
eat silent fo* some time, coDsidering wAst ihv could meun. 
At that insMnt I dwught I heard a kind of ditUint noise in the 
bcKue, and at the same time I obNrred that she was holding in 
her breath in theact of lietening. I was gtHDg to ask her 
what it mw; but she pnvettted me by layfng her hand <hi 
my moath, and ctying " hush!" I then distiiRtly heard 
fiiotatqM on the statr. " Grsdoni Heaven T exclumed' die, in 
a ^!^er, " thtve, I believe, is ny <athor! What shall we 
do^ For God's sake hide." The approadi itf the devil wcmld 
have been nodting to me in oompanstni to that of theohl de^ 
pentte ragamuffin, in the rituaiion I then wm, io in a mo^ 
ment I was below the bed, where I found things in bad 
wder, and beudes, vuy little room tvr me. SBe slid into her 
bed Mi^ht i^ve me, covered hendf with the sheets, and 
fcH a tohfin^, as if in the moat pn^Miud deep. " What a de- 
Hghtf^ ingenicnu oreattire she is," thought f to myself; 
" now I shall btar how nicely she will hdag ns off." The 
door of the room opened ; but, aa I judged, too icMy to be 
opened by her lather, and the steps came over the floor, appa- 
rently, widi all the caution the walker was master of, though 
his skill was not exquinte in that moat necessary acquirement 
in nigfat-wocMDg. He came dose to the bed-side, and tried, in 
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_ vtan fbr a kog tine, tg wftkeu Uie dear decatAiI crenture, 
who at kagth wai {dctwed to awake with nuuiy unothered ex- 
dtunatiom of tuUmthmtmt and high reaentmCDt. At length 1 
beard her wy, " Soott, U it you ?" " Yea, ta be sure it ie," 
•aid he, " Fer ihanae !" exclaimed she ; " how have you 
the impudence lo come info a solitary girl'g chamber at this 
time of night ? I aaaure you, it is a freedom of which 1 will 
Bot admit; and therefwe, if you wish that I should ever 
ifeak to you agMO, go away this instant without saying ano- 
ther word."' " God save the king, Mary 1" said he ; " WIiat'B 
the matter w'ye the night ? just as ane was nerer here afore." < 
" I beg you will take notice what you say, ur," sdd she, 
" and begone InBtantly, else I'll ring the bell." " You had 
lietter go away, friend," thought I, " and be thankful she has 
gjrea you warning — shell be as good as hoc word, and ring 
the bell with a vengeaJice." " Suffer me one moment to cx> 
. plain," said the lover, in a moat suppliant tone, for he seem- 
. ed to know the danger of the ground on which he was tread- 
ing. " I'Will not suffer award," said she, " from one who 
ti-eata me in this manner. I'd have yon to know your dis- 
tance and keep it. If I am consulted, and choose to adout a 
gentlemaB to a private tete>a-tete, that ii oil very well. I 
hope I know what freedoms I should admit of in such casei, 
and what not. But I will not have my privacy intruded up- 
on in this manner if you were a jwince of ihe realm ; and so, - 
instantly, I aay, go about your business." 

" W^, upon my word, the girl apeakgexcellentgood sense," 
thouglit I ; " and I hope the fellow will go away. When he 
does, O how dearly I will careM the spirited, dear, inge- 
niou* oeature I" " Well, I must go away, si^ce you insist 
on it," said he. " Ay, pray do," stud I to myself; " the 
sooner the better," " But, as some excuse &)r my behaviour," 
continued he, " I must tell you before I go, that, as I set 
out fis" the English market on Monday, and cannot see you 
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agiUn fit ax or tena m^ I came to take lotve of yoo, and 
bid yon gooA-bfe fur a littte vUle. I inteoded to ban wakat. 
ed you in the vsf ymi preMvIbed ; but fibdiBf dw ball door 
opeti, vbidi it not uuial, I iboogbl I vould come in and 
Knke you mjaeiC " W^, you are rery Idnd," Mid she, 
" and I am o(d!gMl to you ; bat jrou bare d«ie very wrong, 
theitSon pray go away, ai I bave partknlaf reawma for de> 
liring your abs«ice to-Bigfat." " And to have I, nr, if yon 
pkase," thou^t I. I thiok that at thit drae ihe bad put oat 
berann topuBbbimaw&yfrotn theudeof dwbed, kr I band 
bim «ay, with eridcnt symptoms <rf nirprite, " Blesi me, 
Hary, you are drnwd ! In ftill dran too l-Hniffled at handa 
and ned( t Why are yon Rleepio^ with your dotbea on i Ob I 
I lee I I see ! Yes, you have particular reatoiis for denrii^ 
my absence to-ni^t indeed t You are wdtiug for khdc othw 
lover, and hare left the dom- open for him. You need not 
deny it, for the thing is perfectly erident. But I shall dl»- 
appoint bim for once, for I will not go away to-night." " But, 
ftiend," thought I, " could I but reedi the handle of tho 
bell at tbe back of the bed, whidi perhaps is not imposaUrfe 
from this ritnation, I shouM get you a dismissal you are little 
dreaming of." " And will you indeed preemne to stay bae 
without my apprornl f" said she ; " w dictUe to me about my 
loren? Once you have m^ under control, you may— 
learc me instantly." " Well, if you force me to go away, I 
will watch him at the door." " Watch him where you 
please, but you may watch in vain— leave the room." " I 
never saw you so very cross as you are t«-nigbt, my belored 
Mary, and I am soriy for it; f^ I had a greet many tbingato 
talk to yon about But, if you will but mfftr me to remaia 
five minutn, I protest I'll ask no more, and I will ibea go 
quietly home, and neith^ watch your door nor window.'* . 
" W(jl, as yon positively promise to go away at the end of five 
nunutei, I'll indulge you for oooe; but suilv me to rise. 
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iin- 1 do not Kke to convene with a gentkaiui in Um goue." 
" I do not see any bans in hi" " PerilH^ not ; Uor do 1 
think tbera ii aiadi ;' but it lodka to cueleu and indelicate 
that I neFer can submit to it" 

She arose ; and as there h^)peBed to be only ons chair in 
the ream, tfaey were obliged to *it down on the dde of the bed. 
The (todc being higher than the matrescrit vas imposuble 1o 
■it on it; bo, after all, they were obliged M leaa acroai thebed. 
I heard every ward that peued with di«tinctneu, and a* the 
lover declared that he had things of great importance to say 
to her, I took particular note of them, and Bhall here give the 
G(mversati<Hi of a lover who had only five minutes to spend mth 
hi* mittreas, and was not to see her again for two moothk 

" Well DOW, after all, we are lying upon the bed ; bo you 
mi^t aa wdl have remained where you wer&" 

" 1 do not think H half w bad to kan acroei « bed ai to He 
at fiill length ypon it." 

" A woman's whinwe !" 
k " Say that it is a whimue ; Buch iriiimsiea as hare no evil 
tendmcy you may gnmt us. But the truth is, titat I di<^ 
prove of the whole Hyitem of wooing by n^t, and heartily 
wish it were out of fUiion, which I- am ti^ it is in every 
district of the kingdom but this." 

" I hope it never will be out rf bihion here." 

" And why, pmyf" 

" Became, in the first place, it is always so deligrhlfnl." 

" Not always, friend," thought I ; " if you were in my si- 
tnati(H), you would feel otherwise." 

" And, in the next place, one hess hit sweetheart's mind 
iBOch more explicitly." 

" I am not sure ^ that, Mr Scott," thdught I. 

" And, in the third and last place, all our fkthers courted 
that way— «nr mothers v«e courted that wi^— every fiumer'a 
wife in the three riiirea has been oourt^ in that mcf, save a 
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l«w of a very late date, and I abonM be Bwry to qee encb s 
good old established tyatetn exploded." 

" I have been always toM these thinga, hot I do not give 
credit to them." 

" They are, however, true. I have heard the matter dis- 
puted by EOine pretenden to refinement, and to that false dfr. 
licacy for which the age is notorious ; and I have heard it 
proved to my entire tatiabction, and many carious anecdotes 
besides, relating to it. Laird K ' y of Ch.- ■■■k t 
courted his lady many a night in the hay-mow of her father's 
oow-house, and she was wont to milk him a jug of sweet 
milk before he set out on bb jourhey home. The Laird of 

S n — _e courted his lady in the woods by niglit, and 

sometimes among his btber's growing com, who accused him 
very much of the broadness of the lain liiat ,lie made ; and he 
is one of th^ first landward lurds oT the country. The reve- 
rend minister of K ■■ ■— m - ■ 1 courted his wife in her mo- 
ther's d^y, in t^e dark ; and once in attempting to kiss ber, 
his wig felt into a pul of milk, and was rendered, useless. 
The old woman got a terrible fright with it, when alxHit to 
' skim the milk next morning. All the seven large farmers in 
the vpptr part of our parish courted th^ wivea in their own 
bed-chambers ; and I have heard one ^them declare, that h.e 
found the task lo delightful, that he ^w it out as long as he 
GDuld with any degree of decency. My fether did the same, 
and so did yours ; ask any of them, and they will tdl you. 
Asd beudes, is it not delightful, the confidence that it dis- 
plays ,in the indelible virtue of daughters, sweetlteuis, &c. f" 

" Say rather, the carekssness of their rirtue that it displays. 
}-know, from my own experience, that it is impossible for a 
girl who allows it not to be placed in some very disagree- 
able dilemmas." 

" Oh, you allude to your late adventure with Geordie 
Cochrane? Upon my word, you served him as he deserved i 
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I never vu » mndi p(eaaed and diverted witb an; tiling 
that ever 1 heard in my life." 

" Gcoidie Cochrane^ very macb obliged to you, neig^hbour," 
tfaooglit I ; " and he may, perhapg, live to be even with you 
ytt." 

" Say not a'word about Mr Codmne, sir ; for I will not 
mSer one rf my Iotsh to Zander another of them to my face. 
When he comes back, he may potaUy be aa much inclined to 
talk about you." ■ , ■ 

" Him ! He qMak of me ! If h« dant, I wtaild cbar the 
ini|>py-hide of him ! He is aa gnat s sbype a» I know of." 

I heard tfae Httle imp like to burit into iaoghter ai Ite said 
thi^ and that all the while ihe waa tiying^ to stop him by 
holding: her hand upon ^i* mouth, Sa the watence* came oat 
[Hecenml and in voUies. 

" I would rather m* you married on any |ddu{^riiaf,; ot 
— (bhoft MQoe .'^tailor m- weavep— (bhoo, give ornrl-taU 
you) in die country. No man or woman can depend on a 
mrd he utyi, he's the gmtert liar (bbxMio-oo)" 

" D— * the fellow !" raid I to myael^ V could I but reach 
the handle of the bell, I would asfooiih him." I struggled 
all I could to reach it 

" What is that below the bed t" ujA be. 

"Itiaourold dog Hdp, poorfUlow, that- 1 ofteukeep 
witb me to bear me company, and be a kind of guardian 
against intruders like you; Help, go away, you rid rfyboots ; 
it behoves you well to lie ^ere, and listen to all that passes 
between my lover and me.'' 

This gave me a little toleration to move, and I atrng^ed 
more and more to reach the handle of the bell. I was almost 
unothered to death, while another was lying in the arms ot 
my mistress ; so I vras determined to mffer the base intruder 
no longer. But all that I could do, I could not reach the 
handle of the bell, or rather I could sot find it. 
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" Lie itill, Hdp," cried ibe, " axtA be at peace ; and I'll let 
you out in two tnioutea." I Uionght 1 woald niter a Uttk 
longer for the take of her dear oompanj ; to, mjaag my 
dripping brove, I composed mytelf to tnj state of suffiasnce 
as well as I could. The important courtaliip of tbe loven 
terminated here, and I heard, from what they Mid, that th^ 
were greatly alarmed at aomething tbey heard below. " Meiv 
cifiil Heaven I" exdaiined the lady; "WhocBh it be? It 
is some one speaking to my father in at the window I" 1 
listened as atteoUrely as I could — they did the same — and at 
length I heard the old farmer tay, " valch ye the door, as' 
111 gang up an' see what I can see." " Now, friend," tliougjit 
I, " is your turn come ; and if you do not get it I am mia- 
taken." He bad just time to ^ning from the bed, and ahat 
hinu^ into a comer press, before the lady's fother entered. 
Mary had hasdly composed her decent form on the bed, 
and pretended to be sound asleep. He came forward, 
and witJi some difficulty awaked her ; while she seemed to be 
much frightened and discomposed, and asked what he want- 
ed ? "I want," said be, " to see if there is any body with 
you." " Any body with me, father I— what do you mean f 
You see there ia nobody here." " I dinna undentand that. 
Miss. Aedie, our herd, tells me, that be saw that silly profli- 
gate thing, Geordle Cochrane, come riding this way after the 
gloaming; and that his beast iu staiiding tied at the back of 
the dike just now." . 

" It ia not likely be would come here af^er the last recep- 
tion he got ; but take no notice of it, he will be with some of 
tbe maids, and hell go away as he came," said she. 

" A fine story, faith I that he would be with ony o' the 
muds, an' kena the gate here ! deil tak' him, gin I catch Um 
here again hingin' o'er my burn, like a hungry tod o'er n 
ipec]>nursed Iamb, an' I dinna pu' the hairigalds out o' him 1" 
So sajiing, by a natural impulse, which led Iiim to the only 
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door tbat was in the room eict^t the one he entered by, 
he tried to open the door ol the press; but it reuat- 
ed hig pull, although it was not quite do«e. When he 
found thU, he made it come open with such Airy, a» if he 
would have pulled down the house, and there stood his old 
acquaintance Scott, ataring him in the face like a hunted 
wild cat from its deo. " L— d hare a care o' ua 1" taid the 
oU. fiuTuer ; but, before he had time to articulate another 
wwd, the lover bunt by him, and, running down stairs, made 
fw the door. On the outside of the door there stood tbe 
staunch shepherd with his club, who, thinking it wat me 
thM W&9 coming on him with such rapidity, determined to 
have a hearty blow at me, and no sooner did Mr Scott set his 
head out at the door, than he hit him on tbe links of the 
neck with such force, that he was laid flat on the gravel, and 
the shepherd above him with his kneeii and elbows. The old 
fanner followed, and I nupect that between the tvo.Scott 
got but very rough treatment, for there was a terrible affray 
before the door for some time, and a great deal of oaths 
going. He must certainly have been hard put to it, for I 
heard him saying, " If 70U won't let wooers ctHno to tee 
your daughter, d — n you, keep her, and make a table-post of 
her. I'm at good as she, or any of btx kin, — d — n you ; keep 
her, and make a te».«annist«r of her, if you like." " A bonny 
story, laith !" stud the old Earner, 

I now began to drag mysdf out of my hole, anticipating 
the moot delicious morning's courtship with my jewel that 
ever man enjoyed ; but she b^ged me to He still until I 
heard how matters settled, and regretted, as a pernicious bu< 
siness, the discovery made of my horse. I thought the (dd 
rascal could never once dream tliat there was another lA-er 
in the chamber, and therefore considered myself as perfectly 
safe. However, up he came agmn. " Mary," said he, " the 
herd assures me tliat Codirane is here." And without wait- 
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lag for any reply, he Veat to the prea, and examined it mare 
minately ; then, kneeling down on hii hands and hneei, lie 
lifted the curtain, sad peeped beneath the hed. He did not 
Bpeak a wotd on making the joyfiil discoT«y ; but, oiverTing 
vhere my feet lay, he »et dcnrn the candle, hastaned to the 
end of the bed, and, eeizing me by the two fcet, soon had me 
lying on my back in the middle of the floor. 

" Dei! pike out my een," taiA he, " gin ever I nw the Kke 
o' this an' my mother bure me ! Gude-fiiith, ye hae been 
playing at hide-an'-«eek here ! Chap, what think ye o' yoar^ 
sel, now ?" 

" Whatever I may think (^ myBelf," taid I, " it ia apfi^ 
rent that I think more of some one elae, that I have ventured 
ao much ftn- her." " Fine government, faith I" «8td he, while 
all the time holding me 1^ the feet, with one on each ude cf 
him, «o that I could not move, hut lay on my back, and look- 
ed him in the hte; and, for the first time, 1 perceived to my 
aatonishment, that he seemed to watch Mary's eye fur the re- 
gulation of his behaviour towards me. " What say you to it, ' 
Mi«a? What have yoa to say for yourself P" " I have no- 
thing to say nther for or against myself; but fbr the gentle- 
men, I must My that they are bo& gone mad." " Ay, and waur 
dian mad !" cried he, encouraged by this remark of Mary's. 
" It is a inischiei'ous madneu thein. Anecreepsintoaettra 
ner, an' another into another, to watch a poor hit innocoit 
•leqting lassie, and a' to be her ruin ; it can be for nought else. 
May the ill thief be my landlcod, diap, gin I dinna bury my 
fit in ye up to the inttep." I was still lying in the same pos- 
ture aa before — the most awkward one in which a lover could 
be introduced to his mistress's father, or herself either, aod 
had no power to help or defend myself. Had he giv«n me the 
Iddc he meditated, he had finished my coune ; but Mary raised 
her hand — which chained him still in a moment ! " Hold !" 
iud she, " let Mr Cochrane go ; I want to speak with htm." 
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BeflrtPppedmy le^ flmt iilsl^t, and I wai not loi% in get- 
fin^ rti ibj^ feM. ^ Wh&t r Bald Ife, -f and leaVe bim Lere 
irttfiyoti?" "IfyOttplfflscdi'." tTie old firtaer, afthbugt 
he WW Bo Ttry U&iratamr, mnsStj tcffnea rmiba at fiie fire^ 
word, on putpoM to leave me with his lovely daught^. I 
aevc^ via m tBvriih attoliiiieij ia ^ uy Kft. 

" HntojiK t" ^id he, '• ftne warii, faitli ! Od, dame, ye . 
coodlia 8t^d this an' ye iraur made 6' Ml-metal." 

" Sptek, my *ffir fetlJei-," said she, wftly— and he turned 

" You know, though I an perfectly innocent of their com- 
ing: hfe'e, yet Wrfe you to tum otit Mr Codhran now, it would 
Ktpdse me to the «eri«nts in a most ridiculous fight, and ac- 
tually rain me. So, go away and deny that he is here. You 
inrtly aft not afraid to leave me with any of them ?" " I'm 
n»e feal^t ftf oiiy impriidence, lassie ; and I'm nae fear't ye do 
aught that's *raiig; but it'a your mind tTiat I'm rad for; 
fiwya gie't a wrang^Bwee, thae cBap. Od; they'll pit ye daft ! 
Weel, weel ; ye may U^ your crack there, sin it ihaun be 
sie." And Mjif he went, closed the door, and left us to im- 
prove the subject in any way we liked. 

" Well; my dear Mary," said I, standing fike one petrified, 
and in the dark, " of all the things I ever witnessed this h» 
8urpri*d m the most ; for I always imagined that your father 
tyrannised over you, and kept you in check, which made 
^ilthe more willing fo over-reach him when opportunity 

" You never were more deceived in your life, then," said 
ihe ; « I am frequently obliged to make use of my &th« to 
erpel fhose idle young gentlemen wTio come about me; often 
merely, as I snepect, to amuse themselves. He i» proud of the 
eUet ; and often on such occasions assumes very high gwund - 
bat my wiU is his; and he has no wish but mine in such cases! 
I nef<fr it^ my Wers fo My nmilt froin my fether, un!c« 
Y 
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tor very good namat ; and I am sometimeg driven to shifta to 
prevent them running their heads h^cther ; but I never yet 
convened with a lover that I did not inform him irf, a* veil 
at what I thought of the lover's motive* in paying his addrenet 
tome." 

" I stand on ticklish ground here," thought I ; " therefore 
must take good care what I t&y or propose, in a case like this. 
As the s^or said to bis detain, ' No aham here, by G—.'" 
" Mary," said I, " pu astonish me s^l more I But was it not 
rather hard to give me such a passport out of the house, as you 
did that night?" 

" No ;" said she, " I thought you deserved it. You might 
have observed, that whenever I desired you to stay all night, 
my father said no more, but talked to you as a welcome guest ; 
and I thought you were wronging his hospitality, and infring- 
ing on the honour of his house, when you left your chamber 
without leave, and came into that of his daughter." 

" You are an extraordinary girl, Mary," said I, " and I 
can't approach you, evat in the dark, but with a land of tar 
and trembling. But, the devil ! you did not tell him of the 
drop scene surely ?" 

" Every thing concerning it. He knew you were in the 
house that night — and that you were in the garret ; but did 
not choose to see you, till be knew if it was by my appcdnt- 

" I think," sud I, " you may take for your motto, ' Wha 
dare middle wi'- me.' Pray, may I ask if it was by chance, (w 
through design, that you gave me such a tumble from the . 
window?" 

She was again moved to irresistible laughter. " I h^," 
said she, " that you will not mention thak subject again, for 
I have many a time laughed at it already till nearly ex> 
hausted." 

" Upon my word, Vat very much obliged to you, MiM." 
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" I meant to give you a slight foil ; but not by half Euck a 
serbuB one. It was an accideut that made me lose my hold 
at the first, and I was greatly alarmed till I saw you rise and 
run halting away ; then I went to my bed, and laughed almost 
the remaindeT of the night. The awkward way that you fell, 
with yoiu- shoes rattling about your head — the astounded 
and ill-natured manner in which you rolled yminelf over and, 
orer on the gravel — the length of time you sat conudering, 
and, as I believed, cursing my slim finger*— the noise of Aogi 
and men within doors, and the limping mode in vhich you 
made your escape, have altogether left such an impression of 
the ludicrous on my mind as ^alt never be erased. Never 
Hball I see any thing bo exquisite again ! Whenever I un 
down-hearted, I have only to think of that night to make 
me merry. I havegajnedagreat deal of credit by it; for when- 
ever I wish to laugh at die stories of any old proung gentle- 
man, or intolerable dowager, I think of your acute escape from 
my window, and laugh most unfeignedly, by which I have 
■everat timee been prused as a moat acute sensible ^rl." 

" It IS a subject," siud I, " on which I never felt any iu- 
dination to be merry ; and when I furnish you with anothw 
divertisement, I sincerely hope it may be by some ttufeeUng 
Gxhiltttion. I suspect that you ore an exquisite wag." 

" I do not think the scene of this present ni^t was mucli 
behind the other," said she. " Indeed, it is nicha one that 
I dare not trust myself a moment tothinkabout it; lN)t,once 
I have the incidents all collated and arranged, I am sure I 
shall have many a hearty laugh at it, Being very lonely here, 
I tike a little diversion with the fellows now and then." 

Afterwards we began a cnnvereing about a Moffitt ball that 
we had both been at, uid about the various characters that 
were there, which served us for a topic of conversation until 
the time of my dismissal ; and this terminided two night- 
eourtahips, without a word of lore. I was ashamed of this 
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when I tboQg^t of it ; for it w^ & n^lect tiutt nerer used bf be 
the case i^itli me ; but I do noj Imow hov I wuled ayray ftwa 
the subject I behave that girl could hare led a man to cotv- 
veru on any autyect, or kept hioi off any, she pleaaed. I le& 
her with a mu^ higber idea of her character dian ever I had 
before, and was vexed th^t I had made uich a poor tue of the 
tine so gracinjwlf Afforded rae. 

But 1 an) an ifnibrtifWte maa ; and my lore afiain had viA 
been to prober; fyi h an g ipg sivl marrying, they lay, go by 
-detdny. One would have thougfit th^t the &vour ^ew^ 
me by thi» lady, and the cwfid^ce repoeed in me, both 
by herself ajid father, betpoJie a preference in my bvour. I 
thvufht 80 mywlf, and was very proifd oi it; not haring the 
feast doubt but that 1 could get wy belored Uary for the 
agkin; . Hoiv wo^y wa« I iniat«kei) I Juat as I was con- 
templating aaothH* journey to ig« her, I mteired the foIliavT 
ing letter; 

••Sir, 
" I have taken iota leriouB oowidention your visilin^ ben 
GlandertiDd.y, and sorely repeat me tor encouraging it. if I 
b&ve judged aright of youi rootir«, Buch visits may lead to 
evil, but can never lead to good ; theidbre, I bc^ that you 
will di«cnntinue them. To convince you Aai I am wrieua, 
* 1 must tell you, in cunJidence, that I hare now promised my 
hand to aontlier, who, if he has lees merit, ha^ more geiierotity 
than you, for he a^ked it. 

" Your meet ol>edient servant, M. T ." 

I read the letter twenty times over, and could scarcely be- 
Steve my eyes. It cut me to die boae. I certainly had never 
asked her hand in marriage, mu even once mentioned the 
subject. She had taken it ill ; but it was a subject that I never 
wai very rash in pc<^asing; for, in tiiith, it was n«t very cani 
venient fbr me. My bther and ntather ware both living in 
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tbe Hune house vitb myself, and I had no geparate ettaUish- 
ment. HoweTcr, I could not think of losing the dear crea- 
ture, BO I wrote a pa8Uonat« lore-Ietter, proposing marriage 
off-hand ; aud, after I had sent it avay, I trembled fur fear 
of its being accepted. However, the letter, thougli it had been 
opened and read, was returned to me, enclosed in a blank co- 
rer ; so I found all chance of suctxeding in that quarter wa* 
gone for ever. She was married to a young Sinner on the 
December ibUowing. 

The next time that I fell in tore was at a Camerooian sa- 
Crament, with a tall, iov-ely, black-eyed girl, the most perfect 
picture of health uid good-nature that I had ever seen. Her 
drew I could not comprehend, as it was rather too gaudy and 
fine for a former's daughter, and yet the bloom of her cheek 
bespoke her a country maiden. 1 watched her the whole day 
from the time that I first got my eyes upon her, and asked at 
every one I knew who she was ; but no one could tell me. On 
such occanons, persons often meet whoee places of abode are a 
hundred milet from each other ; from such a distance roiind 
do th<y assemble to this striking and original exhibition. — 
For my own part, I would hare enjoyed it very much, had it 
not been for this bewitching creature, who quite unhinged all 
my devotional feelings. There was scarcely a young man's eye 
in the congregation that was not often turned on her, for 
die bad a very striking appearance. I could not help 
thinking that there was something lig^t in her behaviour ; but 
the liquid enamel of faer black eye was imsistible, and I f^ 
that I was fairly in love with I knew not whom. All that I 
COTild learn of hex was, that some penon called her Jetty ; 
and I watched which way she went at even. I perceived, 
likewise, that she lived at a great distance, from the early 
hour at which she left the meeting. I could not get her out 
of my mind for days and months, I wmt to every kirk aad 
marifet in the bounds toward which she went, bat could neither 



. asw wiKTKm ByBvrao tales. 

Mc DOT hear of her fbr upward of «|^t iDMitlu. At Ifm^k t 
diacovered Iief tU a great hmng &ir oa the Border the Bpru^ 
following. 

I watched her the vhole day as before, hut hBring w^xdy 
any acquaintances there, I had no meana whatever of leami 
ing any thing about her nok, her aame, or wber* ihe-liTwl. 
About one o'clock, I chaoced to meet with a geatleman who 
had (Aea bought aheep fimii my &ther and myself who»e iuum 
was Mr John Murray of Bailli^hill, and whose company 
I loved v£ry much. He prt^waed that we should dine t»- 
gether, to which 1 gbdJy comcnted. There was a Mr Ball 
' and a Mr Moffiit with us, both Eskdale gentlemen, vhom I 
bad never seen beftire ; but they were both jolly, good-nature^ 
faonett Mows, and we plied the bottle rather freely- I ^ 
so much exhilarated by the drink, that I told them of being 
desperately in love with a girl that wae in the &ir, wh«HB 
I did not know — .that I had been in dose putsuit o( her for 
eight months — that it was in hopes of findiDg her that I oame 
to the fiur ; and now that I had found her, 1 could in so way 
diGcover who she was. The geotkmen were bigbly amuHcd, 
and every one gave me a different adrice. Mr Bell bade me boy 
her a new gown for a.£uriu£, and auk the direction to put (m 
it. Mr Mo&t bade me take time, and be Cautious, and make 
some inquires. " Ay. d— n thee, Jock !" mid the crther, 
" thou'lt take time, and be cautious, and make inquiries dll 
thy head grow gray, an' thou'lt tee the upshot." There was 
a Mr Thomas Ludlaw came in, who gave me the strangest 
advice of all, bub which cannot be vqveated- At length my 
friend Mr Murray said, " I tell thee, Geordie, lad, what I 
wad de mysale. I wad gae frankly up tq the lass, and 
say. My bonny dow, I's fo-'an ia love wi' thee; an' foatfa, 
tbon naiui tdl ms wha thou ia, an' I'll gie that n kiss an' a 
facaw new gown hito the bai^ain." The rest hui^'d, and 
spproved of Mut's plan ; but I said it K!S« imposfiUe to dp 
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tud be, " Damm tbae, gotdc, dMt tho« think tMt a w^suvt 
will be ofbodh M a chi^ fcr fa'iq; i« k)F« vi' ber ? Na^, n&y j 
w' tbikt be a' tbs died dwu bat, I gie tktx. up ^ a Wd j^ 
Thou keni Daethiag at a' about women, far tkat'a th» ^vj 
tbivK «f a' itbffift that tbey Uke bw*. Ao' tfaou offiw4 tbw 
wl' tbat. I little wat viAi tbeu'U pleaee tbem wi.' ^(nr, 
gte me tby haad, tike a bra?e lad, an' pronite tkat tbou'H gat 
and de a« I bid t^ee, ta' tbott'lt aet»ni fin' wt wba ilu ii^ 
tbM'« tied to da that." 

All the rat a^lauded Mr Mwrsy's ^Ia« witb loud bttna* ; 
w I gave him ny hand^ a«d proulud that I would e» aod d» 
U be lud directed. Away I west, half inebiiated ae 1 
irw, to put ths^Bcheaac io execution, wtult Mr U«ffiit Gbiwe4 
me out at the w'udtw. I Mon found bar out : for thou^ Lose 
be bliad_in some req>ect«, he u very aharp-ngllted U otben.<T- 
Sfae had jurt come out of a bouse with a party of boKdero^ 
utt«r Btraugen to me, and who were tahine leant tf tftpb 
other. I went bdldly into the nidat of dem, ta^^ed thp 
girl on the Bhoulder, and whea the tunwd round, said fe- 
miliarly, " Miu Jesay, I want to ipeak a word with you-^ 
I have a mtma^ for yoti — will you wallc tbia way if y«i 
Ideate f" She Mlewed me without aay he«iutio» Into a 
litUa area. " You uiuit oot be attoskhtd at wWt I am 
going to tell you," raid 1 ; "■ Sat, in the fii«t place, it » 
sra|>iLe, honest truth, whiob alwaya dMurea a hc&rii^^-nl 
am in lore with yott—mott Ticbnlly and fumoeaitiy im love 
with you, and have been so fix these ^ht moaths." J'll 
never foi^ the Imdc that At gMt ■>&— it waa eloqueuce il- 
aelf ; the doqumie of nature, uid in a langiiaj^ that coaJd 
BOt be »»l»*ait»»» It waa tooMthing betweea iur lod pity,, aad 
I am certaia the thought I waa ^ranged^ " I am. not to 
jea^ Jeaty," laid I agiuL; " I aetai wsa mew Nriowa in any 
life: Srta mmt I aagr jtm at P jmmf •••» aacmneD^ I bMK 
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been m orercome by your beauty, that I have neither had 
net nor peace of mind, and I humbly beg: that, for the future, 
we may be better acquiuoted ." " Lad, I'l rad thou'e hardly 
thee«el," said «he, in the true bordo' twang ; " I nevtr saw 
thd atween the eyne afore. I di«iia object nought at a' to 
tbei acquamtance ; but we cuma be acquainted a' at auee." 
" If you are free to form an acquuntance with me^ and wil- 
ling to form it, that it all I de»ire, and all I request at jhc- 
«ent. Pray, have I your consent to pay you a Tiut ?" " Tee 
rauddl ohleyged to tbei, but ; I'se ahure 1 should leyke Tcry 
weil t» sey tbei, an* wye, I daur say, wod njee feytber ; — but 
thou caima be oongbt but jwoking a' this tejtne." " I protest 
to you ag^, that I, never was more serious in my life, which 1 
hope ti) prore ; for I am sure such a lorely bee mutt be the 
indeE to a pure exalted mind, and a kind benevolent heart. 
Will you be so kind at give me the dtrectioa to your lather's 
house f 1 am unacquainted with the roads thereabouts, and 
■hall have hard finding it," " Oo ! joost ower the sweyer 
there, and up the waiter till thoa come to the booomost 
town ; that's auld Tammy Aitchiaon's. Than mee fiber's 
is the neist town ower the hill frey the! ; juost epeare for 
Robifl Armstrong's at the Lang-bill-side-gate-end." " O, 
yes !" raid I ; I know now perfectly well. What, is this 
the name of old ThoBnas Aitchison's farm ?" " B — p— a, 
thou kens," said die ; " Tammy an' I'a wed acquaintit ; hell 
like fine to see thci coming up the Hope." " Well," said I, 
" I'll come and see you in a fortnight, or twenty days at far- 
theet ; but come, now, and let me boy yonr fairing." She ac- 
oimpanied me to a cr^m, and I bade her clioose a iancy 
gown. She again took a long, silent, and Aougbtful look of 
me, measuring me from head to foot ; and there was Mmetbtng 
quite new to me io all thb. She looked at me vitii as much 
freedom and innocence as a young ooUy-dog would look at its 
master, i coold not think her Tnlgar ; for a £tce wo nmch 
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Ni4iaitin of heidth, lore, ajid jof, I never looked i^md ; it m* 
» freah w » roie, uid tis defio^te j but her frame was iorceiy 
proportionate, being rather large, and, in iome poioti, too vO- 
tuptuoiu- She reoauiud ulwti wMU I Bgup desired bar to 
ma^e a chuHce ; and titeB the alwdutely dediaed accefXMg of 
an^ thing befond the valiv of a ribbw, or a ainaU buidding- 
cooib, as a keepsake. It was in Tain that I Edicitvd ', ml 
bought her a roll of rihboo, with wlticib I pces^ntad b«i ; hot 
obierTing t^t she cast hw eyes tmatUf oa « web of lu^ 
BBt, I bought a, frock of it, «nd h«ad«d the mencburt & 
direction where to send it. I pwcared % tbn time likM 
tJiere were several goffd-leoking, sunlvrKt, wsUnkeaied, 
yeup^ nun eyeing u» all this while with man thva ordinary 
earuestBEBt; aad I likewise obserred, tfaftt Uns AjinsDMlg 
wu watching some one with a good deal of trium^ la )ur 
aye. She was nttii^ «« the end of the merchuit's ceaim. 
" Nov, my angel, ^re me a hias befiwe we pan, at an aa» 
DMt of hettf* acqiuuDtanee," said L " Ay, that's right," said 
th» pedlv- This seened t» be » request tliat she wished, » 
at lewt expected, should he made, for she instaqUy toimnd 
TOHBd h«r beauteons bc% derating it wilk die simplidty of a 
child, M)d gare me wlmt I asked, without eithei basitatisD or 
conftulon, save & slight hhitk, titai gave Jhcr neck a littte of 
the hue of the raoss-nMe. At that mmnent a gmtlwiiBB came 
hastily forward, and, taking her by the hand, he lad her away, 
without taking amy notice of me. She sade me a courtesy, 
faowaTCi, and (roiled to me over hci shoulder. " Ah, yeif 
hare made some hearts sair this day !" «d the peddling mnv 
diant. " Did you see how the chaps were loofcing?" " Sn 
you know Jessy, I see F" s^d L " Know her i" taid he> 
f Aye, and her ftthfr afirre her. She's a sweet gip^ it 
vaun be confssMd !" When I heard diat, I looked ray watch, , 
and made off as iast as my feet wouM carry me. I hadamiBd 
te hsTe a^sd a Dunbcr ot things at the pedlar, W* ^kb I 
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beard thmt she was one of the gipsies that I bad been court- 
ing and kissing iQ the open foir, I thouglit I had heard enough 
for one time. 

A&wd to foce my friend, John Murray, and bis assonates, 
I «auntered about the street— went and got my father's maie 
oorued, and bad some thoughts of riding straight home, with- 
out ever looking back to the border again. The merchant 
obeerred me pasuog among the crowd, and beclioned me to 
him. " Uaater," said be in a whisper, " tak' care o' your«d. 
There was a wheen cb^ here speerin after you, an' they're 
gauB to gie you a leatbenn." " A leatberin, friend !" said T, 
" pray what may that mean }" " "Tia what we cs' threshin' 
ane's skin i' eome places ; or, a drubbing, bm an EnglishmMi 
wad ca't," returned he. " They can have no hostility against 
me ?" said I. " Steelity here, afeelity there, they're gaun to 
try*t. They think nought o' that here-away. But they'll gie 
you tut [day for your life. They canna bide that ye sude 
ctane an' soap away the bonny lase, an' the lass wi' the clink, 
frae amang them." I understood the meaning of this terra 
wdl enough. I knew that this girl with whom I was madly 
in lore was beautiful, but now that I heard ihe had money, I 
locked a little bolder, though how a gipsy sboold have a for- 
tune I could not see. " Wdl, well r said I, " let the blades 
come on, since that is the case ; any ooe of them may perhapt 
meet with bis man." 

" Nay, they'll gie you fair play," tud the pedlar. " But 
gin ye let yoursel' be tickit, noutber the lass nor bw father will 
ever look at ye or bear ye speak ; you'll find that I tell you at 
ft friend ; an' thae Ltddilbead derile are nae canny to cowe 
ba&ts wi." I thanked him for his kindness ; bade bitn take 
no OMicem about me; and, baring got a, hint that my capti- 
, valor was rich, I thought that though she was come of the 
blood of tlK Egyptians, I would hie back to Mr Momy and 
bii fnends, and acqutunt them with tlte sucoesi of my enter* 
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priK. At the same time I couU not hdp wonderiog at wbat 
I bad heard. I perceived that then was somethiag in Border 
life, maimen, and feeling, qiute abstract from any tiling I had 
ever witnessed befiire. 

I found my fnead, John Murray of Baillie-hill, andhis jovial 
companions, «tiJl over the bowl, and in a bigh state of elera- 
tioD. MrMofbt aroee, diook me by boUt handi— asked ofmy- 
■ucceM, and said, he hoped I h«d dtme nothing rashly. As the 
rest were in a warm debate about the crock* ^Nether Com- 
wag and the aid etoet qfBUlhohii, 1 sat down beude him, and 
related all my adventure witii dte yougg lady ; but I still 
bbougfat, frcon the want of speculatioD in his eye, that he was 
not taking me very wdl up ; when I bad done, I found that he 
did not comprdiend, or rather did not recollect an item of 
what I had uAA him ; so I was banning to relate it aD ovCr 
again to him, for I liked the frank, ttnafiected manners of the 
gentleman exceedingly ; but Mr Murray stopped me ; " Cuom, 
cuom," (ud he, " hae thee duone, lad ; Jock's ower fiir gane 
to take up thy story the night ; an' thou wad tell him till the 
muom at day light, thou'lt nevs make him rather the dafter 
or the wber," ".-Heard ye ever the like o' that?" said 
Mo&t, " to say that I canna take up a story ? I can take iq» 
any shay that ever was told in En^ifdi. But I maun hear it 
first. I'D defy a man to lake up a story before he hears lb 
Na, na — that's impossible — y>t)u canna do that mair than I." 
" Woy, dear man, thon hauid it aw alraidy,'' said Mr Bell, 
" and yet thou disna miod a sii^le sentence o't.' Ill bet 
thee a bowl o' punch that thou disna tell o'er ae sentence of 
what Mr Cnchiane tauld thee jaost now about hit sweet* 
heart." " Done," taid the other, and the wager was takoi ; 
but wlien Moffitt came to recite his smtence, he related di»< 
tinctly enough the history I gave them before gcnng out— bis 
memo^ ntjunod nothing bter, and he vowed he had beai4 
no more. 

1 [,an:Mo,CoO'^lc 
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Hunsf, wbo mt Ukewue btU-aAii^nr, gxre me the &■• 
toTy of my border iwcethMrt, a ^Igect of gte&t intareat to 
itae> Her &tber wm mi old ih^henl, » nui who hnd ben 
UDgultu' in hii youth, both for (trength oad egifit^j and 
though only in GtM Bdwta in tCaton, a very dbnfaiatiTc 
UM on the Border, dioe wm not omt coM oepe with Um, i 
.nther at nianing, Wiwlitag^ Or {luMiB; the *uae. He j 
acMed a ray amu^ aaMdote of hin> i^hlch #m *a M* | 
lowi. 1 

Hit natter, a Mr Jardlii^ fatitted twenty gniiMu wHli aa | 
Efiglith getatlenHUi i:^ the ianw of Whitricer,- wbe dedBwl ' 
tW he Bflver had been beat ; l^at Araaetvong; woaM beat hiH 
at puttiag tbe Btwe ; and they iet a diiy on vdiich Wliitaka 
wai to caU at the riiqiherd'i boute, aa by cbaiMe, al«tig w^th 
two witfleMCi, and try tht aiatd. Jardme sent pHvAtC w<aird 
to fail «h«jiherd of what had ttleea place, dnd deai^d him (a 
be at home 4W «ich a day ; honrtver, when the Eoglnh gtm- 
tleman cidled, he Wu not at hsdie— there wtu hnhe thttic bnt 
M(^ Am8troa£', his «iitet-, who wa* busy up and down the 
hatab, hakmg hnad, aed obumug the milh, Stc They mky 
ti rery partidulai'ly about her brodier, but Meg tmnrei Aeu 
be would not be home eidier that day or ntat, and bagged' if 
Om wight aak what th«y wanted with him i Wfaitalcer a^ it 
m* a matter of no conneqii an e c -la mere froHc-^That' he mi 
hk tw<»&f^da had come off their way a little to Bce birii, har- 
hlg hewd to mueh (^ hia uticomBtm atten^, and that A«y 
inleBded to hare tried hfn at putting the stone, and mcat^ 
iii%. " Ay, ay^" mJA Meg, " Wed I wot, tur, s^tliii^ 
w«d hae {d^ted bin better, had he been at heUnc-i^4ie'* 
aimer M theye theynga nor hit bcuk. Kut I trdtr aye HeV 
jieye grit atet^ at Aem eftir aw, for I hak aeyne Ae deye 
whon I ewod hae bett hlin an Jwock beath, but they hK 
^ottei fuafte ah«d o' me iw a year or tm^ faygaBfe,'a&' 1 
tak it nae that weile out." 
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Vnitrite'* fHcnda ^ei^bt thb wai iagh game, and in* 
•!»% propoMd diKt Meg Anutamg and he •horidtry'it, 
aa a ipMNaBB of what bv ItcAr csidd do. 

" I'll kt thee tee htnr kr I otn throw it ■enni, Vi' anr 
Mf hwt)" Mid U«g ; " aa yaanee I ftadd Ihs m^ o" 
tfaUBtan^ rii. tdl thci tJU a tryHv vfaUtur thou sr BsIub 

Thej'weBt imt to u old groen.turf itte, wJitt«itTni 
^pvmtitha* BiKh cf tbefanuMacitfpiittiDfbadheeBgaiiiK 
<m, sa tlurevmeclKiiee MUmes of every duaaMDalfiagafaoBt^ 
wd tW «rau»d w beat up, tiku then wu not a Uad* of 
gran upon it. Jtf eg bade bin cbooK Im rtaae^ He cJmim 
una abotit,titBa*y pnwrii weigbt, and tbrwr. it okreleadr, not 
thirtVing it Mctuanfia exut hwMctf la beat a yonwiti IStg 
ttMtt took' 1^ the atDoe, and* tbroiniig it m cardcnly, and 
with a» much apparent eaie, lent it iiiU two ysMli beycad 
hittL The Bi^KAmen damned tlKwtdns if era- tbey 
«Mrtbtli^«fttetl aild it wsb not antil bsetri^cd off lilt 
GGftt and bMta, and thmr it At tuac^ that he was able 
to }fmk gtmmA befine Meg, which at Itnt he did. M^ 
todced ^r the ikcTtt of her abort-gown J and, t&ldng up the 
etue.figaio, tiarewbwitb saami^ art, that itw«artafoot. 
and a half beyand Wkitalcer'a aurk. The latter tried it 
afua t«ioe, bnt not ban; able to maid hit lait throw an 
indi, he igave in with good bumoor ; but he was ^lute ooo- 
vineed in b« own mind that M^ waa a wit«di. WJUtalief 
wai nearij mx fnt «nd a half high, and iitg oudd alauBd 
itcw fltood under im ann. 

■■ Thou'« naethaag <i a putter," said Meg, " I ate l^ the 
va^ thoH rains the atane ; an thon saw my biUy Rwob putt^ 
be vad '*V>d it tiU, bere. Now, an thou liliei, I'll tiy tkae a 
wan^ t«; &r I comes nearer till bioi in that nor <ay Ihe^ 
dse." ■ '■ 

WMMbar irottld net ^dc Iw cndtt irlth Mag « «ecwd 
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time, a» h« bad do doubt of tite ivue; Mt^ pntV ^^ ■ 
guinea, be •book bandi with faea*, and vent kis wKy. iSioittf 
after tbi« he endoaed tlie amount of bu wager, awl aeat it to 
Mr Jardine is a note, intimating, tbat he had miiaed bis 
dieidierd when be called ; but w» folly conviiKecl, from bokm 
acoounb he had heard of bhn, tbat be.wonld bave beta beaL 

The Becret nerer was sclmowled^, but every one scquaint- 
ed with the fomity knew, that Me^ Arnntrang:, Rob's aster, 
1^ waa a quietly handwnoe girl, fohd of daaciaf and drev, . 
nerer <WD)d wreetle a fidl with . an ordiitaiy man in ber li^ 
or putt a itone ; nor did she ever atteaipt eitber, Mje on tltat 
occasion. There was dierefore no doobt, but diat Rob had 
*ent bis ditsr a«t to the bills to traid the shec^^at day, and 
had di<eMed bimsrif in her clfthes, in ordn* that he might 
not be affronted if the Englishman beat htm, and lO' havble 
hu antagoniit as much as he could. 

Mr Murray having told me of this ex^oit of my intended 
fother-iD-law at this time, I thought prater to aet it'dowa 
h««, as somewhat ilhistratire of a ebanutn- wbid I had at- 
lerwarda to do with. Of my Border flowtr he t^ me, that 
she was an only daughter by a second marriage ; tbat a ma* 
temal uncle of hers, who had been an uuder-cieric in a count- 
ing-house in Liverpool] and, by a long life of pardmony, liad 
amawed a considerate fortune, had left bar his sole heiress 
so that the girl bad of late been raised to move in a si^iere 
to -which she had not been bred ; &ai tbat her personal 
beauty, timplidty, with the reports of her great fortnne, had 
brought all the youths on the Border to her as wooers^ " An* 
I can juost tell , thee, lad," added Mr Murray, " afore thou 
gets away Jainny, thoult hae ilk^ wight diap to fight atwem 
the head o' Liddal an' the lit of Cannotne." " I have got 
loif e short hints of that already," said I ; " but tell me, my 
dear fnend, has she got none of the blood of the gipuei in 
&er ; for t>er br^t Mack eyvi uid long eyfr-faube* kiAg' me 
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TBiy mud] ia tnind of a young- Egyptian f" He IjMigfwd at 
me, and «aliH WW raving. "Thed^iiadraprfgipBy Wood'e 
in her v^a!" said'he. " Her mwother wai ane o' tke Pairlu 
<r Ae WoofeliiuiAead, and her feyther's aae o' llx tme Mild 
Border Amstmng*." I tben confecMd to him, that I heard 
» inerdiMit at a cnuin tay she wtb a gipsy. " Oh !" latd h^ 
«* that's been Pedier Willie o' Hawick. A' the wmmo are 
gipdei wt' him. He nerer ca'« ace o' them by-aitotfaer name. 
He gks my danghten ney other titles, juott afWwe my feace, 
than gipoy Jean and gipsy Nannie." 

At ilat initant the« wa* a tall raw-hooed fellow, with a 
^y jdaid tied rowid hot wutt, who opened the door and lo<dicd 
in^ without acotwtiag any of the compuiy; but I perceired that 
be loolced Very eagerly at me, ai if exsminiug' my featuref and 
pmpaitiani' with wumdeifu] coriodty. He doced the do^ 
^ptietly, and Went away ,* but, in about tea minntei aftowarda, 
he opened it again, and iiiq)ectfld the oompany in the nme way 
w.be£we> " What the deril do .yau want, nr?" cried Mr 
Mofet fanamty, wh« wai 1^ this time nearly whole-aeM ovef. 
'< Ney mil te theiata', moo ; baud thai goUaring tongue," «ud 
the fellow, and closed the dow. About two minutes after, 
aitother handsone, athletic, well-dressed bonlerer opraed the 
door, and nnreyed our party. " What the-devil do you 
vuit, ur ?" cried Mr Moffitt The man haitebed out, and 
doud the door ; but I overheard him layiiig to his aMociale% 
" That's juoit the very moo ; we hae him seafe and mwog." 
*' By G— ," miid Murray, *' these ue the cb^ alraidy 
- watching to hae a beiUaDdine »i' thee— an thou talc uae guod 
«aine, lad, tbou'i in cwotty Wollie's hands. . I hen tbefaces o' 
tbeW wed—-th6y canoa leane a fut withoul seme stnMf, an' 
they're makio thee their marh the neyg^t. Thou maanna 
ateer frae this board ; an' then, when it grows nM'tjmiitg, 
we'U a' must an' ride away thegitber." Ii»n&Rs, when I 
orerbeard what the fellow uid on closing the door, and this 



Mggtttiea td my hami'a, I Mt & tluilliiig: Kppr^atamm, 
which made ne rtrj Mat»sy ; howfvtf, I pntcnded te tmt 
the ni^jtct lif^y; tatA, like afi oth» ywngpvniiet, my 
boMtiBga lud tbraateniBfi of the «ther pcrtf we pM|ioiw 
tioBtts to tnyftus of t&em ; Sor I Bwon I wnald make an 
ema^ of the fint that prcnuaed lo intrude hb snoot into 
her mmptayragun. Mr Moiat applauded my TescdatiDn, 
and onfe-nrcne mc, Ayiag: tliat be wculd do the Hsme. He 
vna wait Artber, for be nran lie wouU fight thna aU, one 
after another. 

" Thon'lt- fight the devil 1" laid Mr BeH, who MCmed to 
l»re a ya*- frtBJwfaWp for Modat, aadaa aaxiKU vi^ to 
kaquhin. bora any unTBRBDtiUesBllf; " dnialt fight «i' 
the deril, Jwtdt 1 I tell thei^ keep thy aeat n»A be ^niet 
Thau'lt uBc qoond nor fight w? a huMin cnatura t^ thov 
bt that my ^tbott canaa ttaad thy leane, and iiim tboa wad 
qiumrel wl' the cat an ahe wad q«Bnl. wi^ Aoe." 

MoAit, faoweTcr, bmding bn the bnnlt we had e^est- 
edy ia j)ei*g i intradad-^and tttnd <tui hf Uadqpmdi, a* he 
boHK^Md dieiB tD bi^ propeMd to me, by ifay at rateliatim, 
that weii^oold apea tb«r door thrioc, iupccting' than m Ae 
MmbmmMaet, and -see haw ihty liked it; >>>d the tame his 
fricndi' diaappKncd of tt, themore intHit he giewofputtiKf 
biaBchama in lemcatim. I coaU not well nfu»e to accom- 
pany -bbn,- w it vu I who began tha bragging,- thongfa I did 
not hMEaedty^prove of the laeaBBra, frnn iti bring aq tike teek.- 
ingamiKhief. HBweTcr,awiy wewoatat hut,in^te of aH 
our fcienda «DaU ^ te oi, and opened the dear «f a large b^I- 
room, stiod'in the deor, and etand at the GMnpasy, which osB- 
nited ^f abntt «ight or niae cooafryBBa, who were ntting 
ts DM of thd coniav over a bowl of moUng whiiky--to^y. 
Jolt as we wm goii^ away triumphant, mytni of the ma- 
pany «heered Ur Medbt m *a M welcoaae acquittance, 

caniMovCoO'^lc 
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and cftlled on him to driali their' healths in ft glaMirf teddy be- 
fore he vent. He made do hentMtdn in ooa^yiDg wish thii 
roque^, {(X be wax m the humoor to We drae any. things 
^iJter ||«od or evil ; and, aa bis ana was linked in mine, we 
were instantly seated at the table among; these wild bMderers. 
" Htfe's te thei, Mt- Moffint," said tlie fall athletic fellow 
that first i^wned-Our door. I could not bdp noting faim par- 
tKularly: He Jtad hu^ bands and {irodigioiu wfisla — ^ir 
ImiIc bur of a triglit yellow — a large mouth, and fresh rosy 
complexion. " I My, here's te the!, Mofiat, mon," repeated 
be; ."t^anfcye.ur, md MrMoffiU; but wbaami to thanli? 
for, &itfa, I hae forgot" " Fs Tommy Potts i' the Pease.(^t 
dinnae theu nieycd me?" " O aye, I mind no#," said Moffiit, 
" was nob it ynit wha ran'at tiie wedding tf* Dev^lees want^ 
in' the bretki i" " Ay, the rery seame, Mr Mt^t, tbci me- 
toory's better than tbci Judgment aflter aV MOfiat wis go- 
ing ta be in a gtKat rage at tins comfjiment, but another divert- 
ed bis attention by nying, in a kind ardent Toice, " Mr Mo&t, 
I'a derilish g^ad to tee thy fence, mon ; here's te thei very guod 
faeal^" '" Thank :ye, A,, thank ye," «ud Moffat, looking 
itead&BtiyMrMs thetaUc; " an' wha the devil are ye, fw my 
fliemory's Morcr unco clear in a feii^-nigbt?'' " I'a Davie's Wilt 
«' StUig'er'ride, taion. i yeance G«ft tbei crocks an' ibei 
(laulies, an' tod guidit me like a gentleman, else I bad been 
hardpingJed wi' them— Here's to tbei, sir." " Here's thd 
gii>d hfealth, Mr Moffat," cried a third; " thou'lt bae fei^ot 
me t«0 P I'i Jodk Hog^ i' MangertoQ." " Ay, Jodr, is this 
youi Mm?' He«'ri jnonr health. 'Ye're ^e saftest chap ever 
|. sikide a maAet wi'." " And, Mr Moffiit," contiaoed Jeck 
Hogg, " dis tou meynd Willii Elliot o' Weirfwpe-Dodd ?>' 
J' Mifid Willie EXiot 1" said Moffat, "Ey,jsy£ulh, lit no 
isoMi forget him ! he's the greatest ieear that ever I met' wi' o' 
Jbernoeo' Adam.*" " Woy, thieislnnl otviny reyght faand," 
■aid Jock Hog^, like to burrt with hunter. Ho&t never 
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ngm iti , bat wsrt taond iaqnlrfa^ «)) tMr bmow; mA 
wlwK ke kad daws ke imandiatsly conumoced again. He 
vat M> trril Kked ««d topectad bf -ency tndf , Aat no om 
took «ibBoe at what ha aid, tbon^ Iw ovtMaly gave great 



At logth Toooaiy Potts let Ui braad bkioaiia; five acrosB 
tbe taUc^ and aousCed me amrly ia Aeae tenn ^— 

" 8ae H Beyana tfra** coaring M Wake Kir^ Juif Annatrang 
fraeamaagoi, wi' Aepac&fu'o'nilda^li.BBi'awtki^thCT? 
Too'lt be the IvKky Aap an' ton f«U htr. ' But I'a ntd^ 
tint auld BoUe wUl tbiak toal bMAly baane 4dr her. I 
can 'tMl thci, tbat ha'tl aerer gie her d) a lad 4liat eannj 
carry bar tiiroi^ the buni, an' owre Ae yea^bnewe, aneath 
biimta', an' iiheV aae wother-weight aett lbm ..What nyt 
taa to that } I doubt lottH n^te be bene ibr jMmy." 

I did not like the homeluieM of thi« addrat; but, a« I had 
■een a good de^ of the nme Und of aiannoa doling 'Ae day, 
I thoo^ I Toidd party a« gmid-huniODredly aa poanMc ; m 
I Mid, I did not knmr the diataace which the oM nam had 
•et for the lew to carry hit. dao^ter, bat that I ceftainly 
would exert my ntmoat effiirtt to gsin mek « lomfy giri. 

" Ney, ney," said he ag»a ; " I'a ihoor tao^ nae beane fta 
Junny. But, aa ton kaes a good ftioaeMi dmm-aittiag fbr 
the IsMie, auM Rj^ne well maybe ditoonat thd a trtfaarlengtk 
or tway. I^y, it nae ton a lailer to thy bndDtH?" 

" A tailv, «ir j" " Ay, to be nboor, a taikr." " A tailor, 
nr I what do you mean hy that ?" " I ax your patden, ar ; 
I watonlyapecrin'iftenwBsa t^or. Ithoogfatl^tlieidreai 
toa m^htnt be a UoAtt taubr; an' what o' that? I^ Aoor 
I hae nen a tmler a better men than diei.*' 

" I ^roM hare you know, nr," " laid I, " that I am not 
'accuetooKd to nicli laagoage as Ait ; and, mgnam, if I 
tha^bt thcK was a better aian in aH your ooeatry than my^ 
aei^ I waaM blow «Qt my brails." . ... 



- *' iNej', nej' ; I ax four pftrdoo, lad ; wiMt cas a nan ds 
■DBirf Iididiae ineBii to wl thei «n tlieL heid Jibnc a' at 
yaaa tiUi ^nte; but we'ie noor i»co nice sVw^at w* mf 
htKjfor mdn tkyo-eoattat to stand by )ho coabflquenMa." 

" And, pniy, doa tbe ooBwquencv nevor ocenr, that » nl> 
gar, impcctwent aMondrrt, mdi a« yos, wIm Ulccs u|Kni Ua 
to inndt any atmnger that coaoe* iato the omnpcmy, aliaaU 
get WoneJf kicked ont of doms l" 

" Woy, an llie efaqt be fit tedelt, t^-tw«ti«r nawn Ude 
by the coiuequMicea ; there's Dae law here but jwwt that dw 
thtebett Ain rteeds lanngot out [ and Aat tonlt 'fittd, or 
tou tatkes Jais^ Annstruig (rare Sffw^rfey Hap;' ' 

" It H not BM ywi hare iiuulted, you ban inmlted tfca 
coupatiy, and yonr conntry too, by tbe n»DBer yeu have 
■peben to me. ' 1 mnely came in ac Ur Moffitt'a friend, U 
gwd MloWihip, ^d miut iDMlt on you leaving ^ rsom." 

■•' Ney, Bey, 111 *ae leaivthe roera neyther." ■ * Bat ywi 
fjisU leave die nxHit, nr," smd 'Mr Moffat, whO' had tmlj 
beard'tbe }aet ]tm) Mtttence^ tiie tneatioa of hie cnvn name 
having drawn hia attentioB frem a rialeat dbpute he'had got 
into, vritb AMber tnao, abont Kmie tups, that Mofiat averred 
wn« Mf m^g*, aod nUch tbe other xnan a« Mreononidy dfr- 
nied. Potta, fift^ng that the eeMimffati ef tbe party, or at 
leaat Ae toiee of the ccnnpany in genera], v«re against blia 
toe tbe present, suoCumbed a KtUe, but apparentiy in very bad 
Itumonr. 

"' Goiatlemen, I's Very sorry," said he, " for hatnug oAndL 
edthechep. I dwodna Icen but what be could laike a jwtdce 
an'gie'ajin^e, tibe'ouriiiUnkiiido' lads; but I ax kis par- 
don. ^ VHiiit ean a man •de mair i I wi bis pardon." 

'" O, 'aafi quJte sutident," said Mr Maftt and the rest of 
(be party— ioFotta and I at length akMk hand) acroMthe tdile. 
Mr M^ht «aA bte opponoit ajiata b^an to tbrir.dli|i«te about 

C„„,k 
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the breed of CaptuD Maxwdl'i tupa ; therttt ^ urta'coni- 
mittets of a nmilkr natun, according: ta tiiar varioua occopa* 
tiooaand DcmcenH. Tmnmy Potts Mt ftirsnmndei^e tunc 
lilent, leaniniT '>>■ Mmple upon hit band; and' hb'dbovoD tbc 
tMe, while hi* (hwt upper-lip, whidi wm nearly a. span in 
lenj^ from chedc to cheek, teened curied up alnoat to. hii 
note, and hii vhite eye-bcova mvik b^rly in bel»w the arch of 
the eye, and pointed dowjiwtad^ He waa .TinUy labouring 
uitder a MT^e ^^eafeure. At lie)iglh.head^Feseed meagain 
as fiillilwi :— 

" Btit efter a', mon, I ^auia jvi^wg th^^Ht auM Bobic 
W hisdouchter. He was a, very strawug chop the ael o' him, 
a&d he has taidtt about it a' his life, and about wlthing elw ; 
an' it i« the only quality thftt he cares a doit about in a toaa. 
If ever bm gausgi ta court At i^mei as I hae deune moay a 
time, tou uAun fint'thraw a' tlie wooers that m titw at a 
i|rorstle,'or thedtfila word tou gats o* her. I.kae been five 
timet there myeei', an' the Hhame &' me aa avet I guot.a 
neyght's courting yet ; for I was aye tuned up,- sn' oUifed to 
come me w^ wi' me 6nget V me mouth" 
. " I was so mudi unused by this pictun^ and'^e Way in 
whieb it was dewiribed, that I Iuightid<htwtily„atfitf Ud agtau 
got into free cooveriatMU with Potts. , Usi^asonqd me that 
Cray word «f it was truth j and added miuiy anecdotta of 
Menet that he had witae«ed thtre and Iteard of from others. 
" An' be the bye," added he, " an tou'lt worstle a fa' wi" 
I, ten sal kean what chaance tou,i>e8»; for 1 haflrfoiitid the 
backiprents.o' the maEst part or a' the wooerp ihe.heie." 

I was rather glad of this proposal, for I wanUld to give 
Potts his wet^t on the.do<w, and I ^t copfidently bui:& of 
throwing him ; for I h«d the art of ^liug a trip with the left 
bed, whieh I newer in my life saw fiiil with any one 4h»t did 
notknoW'^e trick. Howeser, I tookear^ner^r t^WTWttawith 
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awM'BbavraMaatf.tFwe; far wttnmjfiut ^uonetdii* 

^rbere V« inr« n* wintfahty^lMygji^ tltat w« bad jtemty^ 
MMm ; aad ipiKd got, ia p«rfeDt gwd-^nunour. sypanutly, to 
ttjmSBiturKA, to die imfcpibBdrfigfatof the cli^y. fotta 
"pM «-trti»epdflii>felhnriM' boptt. I w» nfraid I trould iot be 
abfe to teiagKB hU back doae aou^ to gM « &iT tn^ at be 
riglbt SmL Sut tbia bnng ft muMauTTC tint no WKntler ens' 
B.HoriDi^btBMtUxoaidwiAUwNde toward ne, 
Wbnng^bt biaMtf,i«to tbawryifaitiaB I wMtod; (be he 
KM srer fak rigbt luMWk QaU^ mire of Ihib 
I my (jppoitimtYi and the noU bmkh^ 
wMleibewat w tbe tot ^aonigtbe right bat klinle noun- 
the,. Iftknck it wifhitajbaiiaam bcfora bat left em^ irbicb 
brougbt bbadMra below. vMirikb dlcb SrtnAem (m tbe tmuids . 
(Cor Ave #■» i» Gst'int)! tbtttlt vaaewmMiiuiUEjbeibre be 
OMiUrjpeab. ' Erery «fce ^tmbd* uttVedioiM odftowtaBii of 
MiouAiBMbU aa' no one W lantiaipaud tlK iiwe bat Bf k1£ 
PotliMa^ drankiaff toniijr thraeglaHn of Mddy, cbaii|^ 
ttiaar.m tAta,»>A miiiimmiagiii nndi'dietAmenuoMln 

. ><. ],neverHnr deiat:eaM]j dmnrBOvei* iaxaHfc^ T«iii- 
BBfi" '■aiioa& -" I trawedbftwodbae ttaMeai t}]Cgailit» 
man a better ibake," taid aaotber. '^ Ue.fiu)ldit bim like « 
dout," Mid Ur Mo&U. '^ Wtel, wed, g«ntlanen,'' i^d 
Pstta, " tbe cfoptlntairadaie, Aok'i DCy.daiibt>on'tj an' 
be tbmwod ne TVy.finily tos^ I'a use ^iqiuting't ; but Dl 
betsitepphi vY oay.^' yt, Ibat ba^U be nay hoger wi'lbe 
briatlw ^riai tbaa ba vKwi'sc^yif dia cb^ be iwiUiA; tbe 
Ml (/bim;"' 

laaU i wm mila^to riika &U. with any mao, in gooi 
IMlowdi^,' and now bcHtated o> Mdi lUBtlaa. .Tbarewaa 
Muw'tkoBgbt pdH*" to MMpt aty^JMlkaee; tod, ia e«no> 



qncDCB lit my -rictowj o<rar Potto, atxl tfafa admcnriifi^wi n». 
fenority, t4^«t]ier with the Aiom of Uie wbU()r-4oddf , wfcld 
Ugh-mettledliquor wetuul inUM withoontidemUe libont- 
ity, I due uy I tumnied n&tx ton nmchfor a tttaager, aiA 
put on ain that icarcdy becane ni^ and which I WMiU not 
hare practised among intimate a«ociate*. But thinkisg I 
was lan^d in the company of a Mt of bnggadobiat, I reM^red 
to abate «o item of my dignity. Potti diaoowed this; wkl> 
Btill anarting from hii late d^at, as well at for faftTini^ 
tieea uiubfeed by die corapaKf befinv on my acoaiint, heinade 
anodKT ^Ht to humble me, taldng an qpportaaity wUc aR 
the reit were loudly engaged ia diffenst dbpntni, wthtt a* 
Aotxe night be taken of it. We atill filkd the Beats that wc 
fint occupied, Mnightai^OHite to aa)^ oAsryOBdjfferaBtnikB 
af ibe narrow boaid ; whm,' in a half-mppiewed voice of the 
nott malevc^ent accent, ha addraaed me ai £dlowi : 

' " Tou hm tbrawM ma, then'i nae do«ht oa't ; »al toa's 
deune it Iwr enwch. But what it there in that' P tvo-ho* 
nae right ava to eoom into a ooon^, an' bng tbyid to be 
tiie best man in it, as I heard theeide the night; forlfBo tell 
thee, that tou's derilishly fcr out »' ■ tha recktmiBg, ^ tou's 
naething but a dud to UMmy o'.tJieMihop* o'' thia ooobtiT-. 
Thou tocdc't aae ill to be thought a tailor; hit, mcnylkBowsa 
lulor ia this coontry diat wod it^ thej 'neb itt.a phrt o' dui 
— that I's no gaun to neama." 

Wtthottt antweriog him A wi»d, I lifted the tambt^ of 
toddy and thmr it in bii fhce, sfladtng tha gjass a&er it with 
a1) my might: This last ui«nle had probably finished, the 
redoubted Tommy Potta. for ever, had.he not half warded it 
trilli'fais arm, which be dashed to hi« eye* m ibaf •marled 
with the warm liquor. It however cut the bridge of'bik boe% 
iriiich 'spouted Uood. Then was noTOiun.for ioterfaaice 
now, and none atlmufded it. j Potts hxiaed his, nec^loth, and 
•tripped off hii dolhes, sajying aU the «4i|l«^ " £y,iteaii»bHt 



tbM^<TMth>r-& Adi^ aae; blit tnwimd the!, t^afa xbkp. 
tism that we bcwder chopa nerer tealce* for atythiag. . Tou 
mam.iaUavaptlM mack ffi'ionicthuifketUrbor that, or 
toi Lad'at bettn- bac keqiit it neaiw thabd." 

1 did .not.ibript bMog JigfctLy clad, bat met tny aaU^ 
gosist ia.'tbe BidAa«f tin floor M be advaaced, and aalnted bitn 
nidi;-* hauiy -hkHrtm tbe left taspit, whidi he returned, 
aad<we?tbea initantlyclowd. I threv him, and gnt faina, 
hie own weij^t^ and my own rii^t freely, but iiHtaqtly 
j—ipnd np Bad leit Um riae agwn tobb ft«t, which I needed 
oat tp bare done, fer the-bovder lawe «{ war, aa I was aA^ 
vaicda told, n^red noearii thing, for 'The ihidteit «kin stand 
iaageatout;' and they have no otbtf. Iwattoo late inbeingr 
aRrare of this, elaa I might bare tared myidf from a great 
deal of treuUc. , He wu a ftreat deal stronger than I 
va»— chuaay and raw-bonedr-witli longer anm, and a heaner 
hand, bat he wai not m agile. Three times, in the heat al 
owTaoufle, we cJowd, and every time I fell afaore him. One 
t£ Qiae ttiU cut his wind connderaUy, for I bad fiiirly 
tltc. adnutage for iinDe tilne in ttrilciag, and maaled and dia. 
figured hiB fece mott dreadfully ; but he now took care, with 
hia loDgam«, that we should not come to deae gripas. 1 
judged thit to be all hU aim, and thereAn« fiwgbt fearlealy, 
though with little Kience. He wat matter <^ a much utore 
deadly art than throwing htg antagoniat in a Strag^, and for 
that he had till now been watching. It waa an t^n trip with 
llie left foot, followed upbyablow with the r%bt hand an 
the cheat tv.foce ; and thi« he now practised en nte to tucoew* 
Adly, that I itaggered -to the Amber rad of the room, and fell 
Mith my back againit the wall. I felt alittle ttmned and 
.giddyi- but advanoed with great rapidity again to the charga. 
I had new 'tie wont of it ; in foor seoonds he repeated Ua 
trip, accompanied with a tretnendoti* blow on the brow, 
wbiab. taaddme foU fieelybadc, and my head or ibootden 
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It ma Ion; Mm I tame to aj ama, waA item 1 
found myself Jyimpiiia M,'aitii»aujgion aBdlheiiwtiM 
^tbciDB«Miidii9<Hraina,-ilrM>~^ tbeaorgeui, iafl bled 
me oofi^mlj in bodi mmm, tad ior-r hmgiimiB nn» ]a a 
stale ebat I eknnat d^vibe ; tmt Mt ataif^f hafff, 
and ahrayt mdinad to-fauigb, yat «» wok iu not to -im 
Mb t» Bit cq) in tiK bO. Tiie nu^aoa Mb mk, aai oib 
derad quktau* ; bat Ri«t ^aittoen <aM Iw bad <p i^ ■■ 
ef a GOootiy- Unra ta Ac noniiDg aAei; ■' &ir. Abaat 
Aay-li^bti Kraral (f ' my erwuag i ma a t v m- bapM itanidMg 
skI 4iWBy ints tbv room, to iaqamboir I-mubdwie ti^T 
trcnt away, and wnou^tbc rat, to my utter .utaniihnKHt, ii 
came Tommy P-ott% irilh bii fiueall ^tcbwl and UoUad, 
aad the Uood crwtcd in iaA sfanpoe from bk faagw t» kk 
toea. He came frealy faqrard, .and «at dova on my kad^niay 
aaif belod bemt a krotber or« nobtintimate Aieial, iscAad 
ftuxicku Kke to mj ftiii^ and addreited ne aa felbraa, ^ritiio t 
OTCr ^gaiag mmtaaK tn ipiidt -a rrnrii ifiwrig^. I 'Hnj^wae, ttel 
my amnrara nrouid be iU-natured : - 

"-How wtaa iMw^ lad ?^ Guod I'a laooclad toaee AM tow'l 
come about again, for I «w rad tint tou bad kit as Mrt»- 
geatber. I lw>e aag-gaWweickitn a ^faff len I *a» dmrt ww t, 
ftbe first time i mean) an', b« me cetty, I nat reatbar wsd^ 
iog it had been the «el>o' me.' Oiame Ace iMod, men. I 
faeup thoifs nae tbe woar, an' v^ ay ken anc *BwedMr 
figmn. Too^m gaoda c^op tatbee incbea «B«vwItee- 
gutlxred <ri', ' 9nt baa aaaun BOT<er gaag to bi^ « bale 
GMintry<ndc agMD. ' An' yet afier aw, ■&. ■ ■» t«a tag^ 
deriUrii ired.; An' Fli tell JuKytbat too ^id But ston 
lie»tciackittby«ndil thav. But rfltdlberlbetnrth j A», 
G-*^ ton did ^t devUiMk wwl." 

An^-wilb that TMUibyfoHa left ne, in ezocttBtibunow 
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whh himself, with me, and witl aJl the world ; a »Utft to wliich 
victory often influencee oUr minds, white misfortune bouts 
them in a proportiofiate degree. Mine wai so. I wa« very 
unhai^, and gready adiamed of the biuinesa ; for there were 
BO many who nw it, that it spread Kke «3dflre, and made a 
great nmre among the country go^ps. It wa« toiae dap be- 
fore I could ride home, and after I got home, it was a good 
ffhile before I could be seen. 

This I did not much r^ard ; for my mind was too much 
- occupied mih other mattare to feel any fe^t for the want of 
the society of my conntiy neighbours. These twenty days 
fbrm the great era of my love adveniutes, and it was the only 
period in which I could be said to b£ over head and ears m love, 
I then cared for nothing else, thought of nothing else, and 
dreamed of nothing else, sarc that rural Border flower. It 
was like witchcraft — a spell by which I was bound I wist not 
faow. I lost my appetite, and all delight in my loved field- 
sports, and became a moping languid fool, as bad as a green- ' 
sick girl. I laugh to this day, when I refliect on the state to 
which I was reduced. I often Caught myself, while repeating 
her name without intermission, an occupation which I per- 
haps had been fdlowing out with gitat assiduity for an hour 
or two—" Jessy Armstrong i Jessy Armstrong I dear, dear, 
ttweet, lovely Jessy Armstrong I" 

This is no exa^;etated account ; for, on the contrary, I felt 
ten times more than I can possibly describe. To such a lov- 
ing dispoHttJon did this overpowering passion influence me, 
that I fell in love with other two, besides my adorable borderer. 
The one was a homely squat servant gii'l, in the neighixmr* 
hood, who chanced to have a cast in her eye that somewhat 
resembled Miss Armstrong's, or that I ^cied resembled it, 
which amounted to the same thing, and I walked every day to 
get a blink of this divine feature's eye I The other was an 
old wife of the same hamlet. Who spoke the border dialect in 
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all its primitiTe bnwdneaa luid vulgarity, whidi I thon^t tbe 
BH-eeteHt dialect on earth, and that there waa a dork M^tnen 
in the tone* that melted the very heart : £o I went erery day 
to heat thU deligrhtful old wife speak I It must certainly be 
owing to some feelings that I then imbibed, that, to tbii da;, 
I like better to bear that language spoken, than any otlira 
dialect in Britain. 

I had iaid to this idol of my heart, that I would see her in 
tbree weeks at lartbest. The time was nearly expired, and 
away I set on foot, a dbtance of fifty miles at kast, to pay my 
addresses to her, not only burning and raring with lore, but 
resolved to offer myself as a lover and husband, on any terms 
she chose. " Give me but the simple, the beautiful, faloiMning 
Jessy Armstrong," cried I, " and 1 ask no more in life !" 

The way was long and mountainous, but I took a good part 
of two days to walk it, being resolved to arrive there in the 
evening, I liked alwa}^ night-courting beet myself, having 
.been as it were bred to it; and I never had any doubt, whatever 
some of the women might pretend, but that they too gare it 
the preference. At all events, I knew that in the sphere in 
which Mise Armstrong had been bred, in the shepherd's cot, 
namely, any othei' time would' hare been viewed as a practi- 
cal juke. I asked always the road for B — p — a, the name of 
Mr Aitchii'on'a fiirm ; but, when Icame there about the fall of 
tbe evening, I liked very ill to qek die road to LaDg-hill-ude- 
gate-end — I could not do it ; so I was obliged to guess, and 
take the hills at random. It gi-ew lato — I lost all traces of 
a road — and was in no doubt but that I had gone astray, and 
U'ould never reach tlie Laug-liill-side-gate-end by that route. 
At length I came to a shepherd's cottage, into which I deter- 
mined to go and ask the way, whatever sliame it might cost 
me. I never thou^it any shame to go and court a bonny 
lass, but I could not endure that people should tbiuk I was 
come no- far to catdi a girl's fortune- However, in I went 
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to B^ ttie road, and fimnd a group such m is ofted fuund in a 
sbepheri's house, ritting round ahearthfire. It consisted of au 
oH man, sitting on a bench made of dried ryegrass divots — his 
wife, a middle-aged woman, was sitting right opposite to him 
Ml the other side, carding fine wool on a pair of singularly long 
wool-cards — a young man, dressed in his Sunday clothes, with 
his plaid hung gracefully orer the left shoulder, bespeaking him 
a stranger, sat on a chair before the fire ; and a girl leaned with 
one knee on the hearth tieside him, busily employed in light- 
ing iHrns on the fire, and preparing the femily's slipper. I ad- 
dressed them in the usual way, bidding them good-e'en ; which 
waa repeated by them in. rather a careless indifferent way, ?ery 
unlike the kind Inistle of hospitality that always welcomes a 
ebnngee in the house of a Scottish shepherd. I added the ' 
oeffimon and acute remark, that it waa a fine evening. " Aye, 
I's diore the e'ening's weel eneuch," said the old shepherd. 
" Areyegaun alauggatethis wey the nwght?" " Upon my 
irOrd," raid I, " that is more than I well know. What may 
tlie name of this place be f" " I dosna ken what it may be 
sMnetimeor wodier," saidhe; " but 1 kens weel eneuch what 
if i ca't juost now." " And pray, what is it called just now ?" 
said I; " It's ca't be a neame that thou cangt nae saye : scy 
thou wsdna be uey the better an thou haurd it," said the carl, 
in a tone, however, id which there was no ill-natnre, hut ra- 
ther a kind of homely wag^;ery. 

By this time, the girl had stirred up the blaze to a bright 
itame; and, throwing her ringlets back over her left shoulder, 
turned round her head and looked fiill at riie. Good hea- 
vens ! who was it, hut my dear Jessy Armstrong? I was not 
only turprised, but perfectly confounded ; for, of all thitigs 
In the world, I least expected to find a lady with a fortune of 
a thoiuaad pounds, or, as some taai, of five thousand, in a 
lonely shepherd's cot; and I could not help feeling as if I 
bxd got into a »crape. It wa« so unlike the places to 
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whioh I had fomterly gone s womag- " Blew vee, Ujw 
Annatroag^," I exdauneij, " is this yvai I just iU{ii- 
ped in to inquire t)ie road to four place o£ nridcnci^ not 
thinking I would have the happiness to get to it ao aom." 
During' this diort ipeech, she blu^ed, torned pile, and Ua»k^ 
ed again, but made no reply. I had uaxei her band, wMdi 
she still suffered ue to bold. " I am so hafpy to see jm 
agaja '." continued I ; " How do 76a Aoi I hope I ^^d yoD 
Telt?" 

" Troutb pjj I's weel eneuch. How's toif thftirrl i" n- 
plied she, atiU looking particularly emiwrnMed. Bat after I 
bad replied to this, she plucked up a little cosfidance, and 
said, *' Sey thou bess found |tb«e way intp this cooatry f I 
trowed ay thoa wait jucking me; but they lay bettw leate 
threyve than ne'er de weeL Come thee way* tbie waye, ati' 
tliraw fraebout thee pbud; thou'a welcome to the Lai^i-bill- 
ude^ga,t»-eaA for unce." So taying, c^ le4 nw Ptv^ the 
ballajif-took my ^wd Apm me, and hvpig it ifp, at the 
fame time whispering into my ear, " For thee li& o' tba*, 
denna tell them who thou is ; but ca' theesal «u«a wother 
neame; an' be sure to man the^." I oould in noviw 
' comprehend the meaning <^ either ot these injnoctiong ; hot 
had not a qimneBt's time to ask the ejqdaaatioQ of tbem, Ibr 
we were now beside the company, and . in a moment she hid 
set a seat fiir me, which she requested me to ocoupy. I dnnt 
not speak a word, as I bad some new diaracter to t<i{ip(ii>^ of 
which I bad never thought ; and I Uamied in my hwrt the 
c^>nces ^ women, who are always indmcd to throw a iqyv 
tery oyer every thiifg, and keep all conccnied with tbea in 
the darft as &r as pocsiUe. So there I sat) stmtcbiog: with 
my aula at some spoU of mud that had jerked op my pan- 
taloons, wbile the old man nureyad my limbe aitd mmcalar 
frame with coiudderaUe atteoUon. l^iewifehxApd atrnft, as 
if she would hare lpok«d me through ; wd tht j<mag 4tgp- 
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berd, bithi^ fail Up, cast a malunou and prjdn^ glance at tne 
ncGauraully- We were all embamand, and no one knew 
ritiier what to do or «ay, except tbe old wife, who agwn fell to 
her carding; the young ihepherd made figures with tbe end 
of hi* staff among the ashes oa the hearth, and Jessy walked 
about the floor with a most elegant thoutand-ponnd sir. 
The old man wa« the first to break silence. " Hess thou 
oomed fer the day, lad?" said he. I answered, that I had only 
oome fratn S<H'l»e. " £y, ey," lud he, " dU thou ken Sandy 
o' Sorbie i He's a gayan' neyc« chap, Sandy ; I yince herdit 
to the feytfaer o'm." " Feyther," raid the malidous and in- 
GOm}vehenuble beauty, " thou'lt no ken this lad ? He an' I's 
&'n acqueant at the puUic pleaces. This is Sandy Welch o' 
the Braeaide." " Deed I kens noucht about him, Jainny. 
I hae seen some o' thae Weldies at StaigshawbaQk mony a 
time, an' I's rad there's no that muckle in them ; for I nerer 
saw Mie o' them owther brik a chop's head, or take him be 
the neck, aw me days." I sud, that though nooe of tbe 
Wdcfaes of M^ fatni^ would probably be the first ag^^reseora 
in a bawl, yet there were some of them whose heads tbe 
best men in the kingdom durst not break. " Ey, troutb, 
that may be, lad. I should lyke to see them. Hess toa 
tvought ony o' thae wi' thee ?" " No," stud I, 'f I have come 
by myself. I am one, I beliere, rf the weaUiett of the name, 
but I do not think I hare seen a. man, rioce I came frwa 
home, that durst break my head." " Ey, ey!" sud he, " dost 
thou ny »e ? Come, gie me tliee hand ; thoa's a chop o' some 
nteitie dlir aw. An' is tou ct»&e to court our Jiunny?" 
" That is rather a home questim, friend," said I. " Ney, noy, 
it's a very &ir quesUon," sud he. " I's no saying ton's no 
to MOTt her; thy reyght's as gwod as anvothn'sj I's only 
asking if tbou is cMie to court." I was oUigtd to xcknow- 
kdge that I did oome with tbe intmtion of paying my ad^ 
dreMes to his dangbtor. 

AaS 
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" ned, WuJIie, lid," mAht, witli a jqyfol o 
and locJiing to .tie jtnag abepheid, " thw mum •taiid to 
thj tiud(l« agjun." The dipped lotdced efitnded, and wid, 
" It ia very unAdr t bow wbca I kare tuned op fiie aloady, 
and got 80 many stnit fripi, can you thiak Cure's any jus< 
lice io briiiging: a fimli nan in on me? I hara «M off five 
already ! let hun wait his day.'* 

I could not cani|w^ead this, and £d ntrt yet belien tbat 
what Tommy Potts told m», about the loren wnttling for tlu 
maid's company, had any foundatioi) la taradi. The old dwp- 
herd, howerer, won explained ihe matter. 

" I dtHiia ken, Wotlie Glendiming," said ha ; ** thoq may 
think it'e hard for thee ; but yifice a Gbop ha* nadc a Kuk, 
I see ney oo«e in biikkin througfa't. Thou caniw bcath lue 
the lass'a company at the Mama time, an' I wad ne&a lee 
her vi' the better chop than wi' the waitfttt o' tha tway. 
I'll tell thee what it U, Sandy Wdch : sen eirir my Jmany 
got aclaut o' gaat, the lads an like to pu' other** tbrappks 
out about hv; ao' when twey en' duey o' ib^n eome in ae 
night, M they will ay aw be rinning on a Friday night, an' 
aw the Kaum gate, we juost gar then try a wentte ; an* wha^ 
. ever eoups the teye, ws let him tryhis hand at the coiartin' 
for a wey, an' the rest maun juoit etrodd their ways. The 
lauie hat walth o^ gear to maiatain baeth the kI o' hts so' 
raiy chop >he like* to marry ; and whin that*! the case, I wod 
reather that she got a man than a baudtk." 

" It is a singular WE^ of oastin^lotsfiwaprqKr hosband, 
indeed," said I, " aad worthy af a Border ahnl. But, ptay, 
does MitsArmstiwgh«ndf,p^bBtiyaaquiaaa&ia this|Jaa^ 

" Bless theheBrtoUhee!''.8*id'Ke, '^iho'etheBbiduRto' 
the hale twolfc She'll u» faaJe a. fallow an iodi, if he war the 
«on of aluord.- Vvry-htfle wOd hae meadamy Jmanyaman, 
(or she waats peane o'thsipirlt »' Mie.*' ' ' 

" I know nothing of the art of wrcs(liiag,'''«Md I, " but &r 
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tl^ nke of, yww,diin^tejr» «»W^x» IH .rt»nd„tJii^, u^ t% 
^at or, wy i^^ l^-" : ' ' 

'• DmI a bit, but thou's a lad a' Bome apunli:," «^d be; " na' 
t]»o^'«bet^r beme4AD Wullie Glendinning', bi^.Tw pretends 
to iw a maiter o' tbe ait. Cooni, coom, J^njr, iRMie, . Mk 
tlKNi tbe bouet:an' gie mv:& caodle, I'lJ haod il; i' tfae tnwg.rf 
IB^ lHW>et, »n' w^;U .8oe «bm amir f^aa spout," 

Mias Jeaey wa* not Rlack ; the lifted » csjidle and fiuC it 
int* a laafeiD, vbicli ihe caUed a t)ou^, and gave moAer 
caudle to ber father, vho Itqtt it bumiiig by holding it kiu»p> 
inglf in tbe lee udejof hts bonnet j and eut we went to- a 
baautiful green lerel, and itripped off our coata and ihoA, ta 
wratle for a lught'a eourting of this beautiful rural heiceN. 
I pntBi^ed gn^t ignoraiM», and made as though I did not 
ereo knoiv l)ow .to take my bold, ^iu Jesy directed u^ 
detfnni^ t« lee&ir {Jay; and as soon as we were rightly 
[llBced far a<^on, I fell a-sttuggUng with «i much awkwant* 
new ^i I conld awifnut, until both my antaCQoitt and the old 
nun laughed piitri^t at me, for ereratteqiptififiitQ wjrestl& 
Afto- a^br^pg bii ^we^fteart ai)d he panciti a lUt4e i^ort, 
William, t« M<V *^ maxtfi t9 a geiU^el dme,; began to 
woric himwjf foiwd ^^ hU right leg toward me, u all good 
wreitlen do; Uft, MNSg that I uada no oppoiitioD to this 
primiipal tiiaiue(fTre,hedidit i4averycarelewway,thinlu]ig 
heb«4:M'^^^ *>wenoni» ]jttle did ha lonow that tltjs 
wasjvutwhat I wanlied. ^« wai bringing himself to a jWNtiw 
in wVch it wae imporaUe ha covld ef(^ie ipe, fatovide^ I' got 
thf Giat trip of lum, which I took cffre. to talte.,. wjbippiug hie 
right foot in- a moment a». high aa ny -own kqeej , ;rhi» 
bto^ght him on hia h^. with E^i full weigjM^ and me ^ve 
Mm. The old man uttered ^uee er feur. excbmiViwM of 
^^e^: astonislnaest. '{ .Thou. bisK go^en t^ b»4(kbnjd for 
yiace, Wiilie," ^ Mj». J^ptpntiBog. ." Wh»t vljid tlt<p^ 
MRllief'^^^A.^.Tife,. '.',.Il(Oift.-mfty;.wpe)„ji(CTW. *<»"«»" . 
saH Bobie again ; " for, be the laul o' me, 1 never «aw Willie 
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Glendinniiig'saeeaMIy I^don tAshacksw uielffe.' Hit, Its, 
Waiie, Aou jwost fell over as thou had been a coni*«eck, or 
tt po»t «et tip without out feet." 

" Confound hb ignorance!" saJd Vfiflie; " whae era 
thought of hit t&king the 1^ foot? It was the deverett tiidc 
I erer saw ; hut if we twa yoke again f " The present time 
ii only ours," said I ; " if that should diance, you win not 
find me badnrard." 

Orendinning teemed loth to give up the right he bad w 
dearly and so nearly won, and tried again and agiun to get a 
prirate word of Jeny, but did not obttun it. He came in, 
sat down with m, and joined in the general cbnvenation for 
about an hour; uid all the time eyed the lovely heircas so 
constantly, that I was persuaded he was as deeply in love as 
I was. Indeed, I never saw her look bo comely, or half so 
dujant, as in her every-day dress. She was in the dress that 
the country maidens in the Lowlands of Scotland wear ; by 
fer the most becmning dress in the wtwld for setting oat the 
female fivm in all its lightsmne ease and degaiKt, a dream- 
stance wdl known toonr bgeuious countryman, David Wilkie: 
I cannot describe how much more gracefiil she looked, in Jier 
muslin shwt-gown and £mity petticoat, than in her best dress 
at the &ir, and the mlemnity at whidi I first saw her. I see 
the dress mtist always bear a proptn-tion to Ae polish c^ the 
mind ; and one woman loi^ most lovdy in a dress in whicA 
another woold lode exceedingly awkward. 

Amoag odier topics of conrersation, they chanced to AH 
on one that was not a Httle irksome to me, and partly ex- 
[Jained Jessy's stratagem. " Does tou ken a chap," said 
RoUe, " out amang thy muirs, some gate, that they ca' 
Geordie Cochraner" I bmI I had seen Itim, but was not in* 
limatdy acquunled widi him. " He gat his skin tightly 
thrtahed at the hiring fidr, however," said he, " be ane o' 
oitf Uddd*bead diaps 'at they ca* Tommy I>otts. He 



tluniff^ frojfw to kin Our,jMlii>f, an' gie her hn fairimg; 
but be bq4 ^tl# bwe luepit >ia bietoi and fidnngt to tfae sd* 
o' him, or t^'eu tliom btune to b'vt uuirlajid Iobmb and benty- 
QBckit for^Btera, for be my ocr^ he gai hit dickens." Here 
tl)e (dd bujlf of d Bwdeiw stxatdud his dbov and hii ear, 
and iiuiulgvd i(p% haorty lau^, at the circuiiHtuice (tf Potts 
bffvi4>g lArtiSed^ mgf tUn, ai he caBed It Glendimiiiig^ and die 
wjfe joined bin> a*d Mi«i Arnutroiig iaugfaed tbe beattieat of 
aH, weml^j; to enjoy mj predkanent mightity. 

f' Had the foel taen tbe la«ia ivto a hooie, out tf tl^t," 
owtiiuwd old Rolne, ohodeltDg, " be inight hae gien her half 
R ^a^e o' Ifiwrn. aa' then me man bod ony rigbt to pike a 
bote i» bis Uwket ; Iwrt for i stranger, to kbt a lue f the 
ap^ atCMtf afm a' her evMtifutt w^ aoquaiptaBoea, Kl^ 
Jvtglging than a' to jiunr leedi.'' " We nerer look «b it %l 
nnf othei; light," said OlpWliiiinii^. *^ He seeds nae otane 
tttm," wid Kobic^ '" an' Aa> jt> awiy tdl ta(m, Sandy Welch, 
finte jne; <ior the Man yist. first pet a hale ooontry-ride tlw 
btng, an' thea iela oc a obap as TtMoiy Petts ricdp blm tffl 
' he cfB noBtltCr gang ii» stead, sail ncvep aaa Iia^ls vl's 
fceirn o' miae," 

J ODidd not hdp takug mp the «udgeU in my own defence : 
so I laid, that I andtrBtood my«oiiDtrymaB bad been pro- 
ndoed beyond sufferasoe byTvlgar and imnlUhg language; 
and, moreover, that I had been tcdd tbere vim rery' little 
difference in the engagement, by an eye-witness ; and that if 
Cochrane had not been w generooi as always to let him up, 
when ha had liim nndir htm and at liis ma«y, the success 
oftbeday had been merwd. " I's uiico {^, hcwerer, that 
he gat fab hidfe beatted," idd Roble. " I tikee ay to see ^ 
mao that br^ me ooostry onne to the woar; and any (Mp 
that wad fling a ^sm, punch aad aw, in a nelghboui's fece, 
Aeteves aw that Coctevne gat. &e tiie fidth o' me, t nerer 
gu Bse hard ain>rd"fr«tlMi*yiniiA,'<but I cotdd ha« g^eu aa 
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iMfd a am agwn, ratfaer m be tae bdt bant«n ; he nmigfat 
(Me iluiig out the chiel^i licrne, an' irtiat md he hae «ud fot 
t^e «]' o' hun then ? It mu a dear ku» to hitn, Jaimry ; an' 
yet thoa langfia at it, than 4itn|^ What'a aw thia anirtin 
an' gi^in the night fw? I wat wed thia ia do Oeordk 
Cochrane the ael' o' him ?" " I would not w<Hider much if it 
i^" aaid GlentUnniDg. " And now I think on't, I could gxf 
ny oath it ia no other; theeue with «hi<^ be threw TaDtmy 
Potts, and the trip with tfar left h«e}.'' " Me, ar\" said I, 
obaerving how neGenaryit waa to k«ep up niy loVdy maid's 
Kratag!em— " Me I me Oeordie Cocbnue !" Glendinaing wu 
la^er damped, and Jeaiy waa lilce to die with laufhin^; but 
as soon as she recovered breath, she said, " Never heed tbon 
what he Myi, Willis.; ha'a jiioat Geordie Cochrane — itand to 
iby p9iot" ". The denl's in .the wench," thought I, " what 
V she about now ? Is she firat gmag to lay a uheme; and tlMa 
Uow it Up in my ihoe fin mere diversion?" I waa wrong, 
and she wai right. I believe she took the only method, cw 
the eniet^ieBcy, that could have turned fhem frotn the li^t 
scent. Glendinning looked suqudoua ; but old Robic, hv 
fether, was quite convinced. " Ah 1 thou jriiwky elf," uSA 
he, " thou's tricking u^ and want to cet lu about the lugs 
o' ane anowther, to gie thee sport. Ill tell thee what it ii^ 
Sandy Welch, thou beai won thysd' a ghSlt cracking wi' that 
fikelpie ; bat an thou believe aw that she tells thee, thou'It get 
few to believe thee." 

With that old Rot»e began to loose hit ksea-buttoiu and 
thnif down his hoae, which Glendinning took aa a Bt|;aal, 
and trudged big way in bad hunWur, and a{q»MntIy eu^tecU 
ing that he left the bonny Ian, for whom he had wrestled ao 
nanlUly, in the poaaeiaon of the detested Geordte Cochnnb 
Old Robie conversed wUh me fredy as Sandy Welch, and 
caid, that " he liad heard thae WeJdiea about the head o' 
Anntnt var muckle men. V Ac wttU, and stnog i' gear ; Iwti 
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for bis part, be likit sbret)gth-«' beane and bbdhid better, for 
tbat Junn; Btwood id Day need o' the ane, but the twotber 
mi^t Btand her i' some Etead, and might beet a mister meay 
irays thao aoe. But wow, tnao," coatioueil be, " they bae 
durty ill-&ur'd abeep ! I bae eeen them Btanaln j' Staigsbaw- 
bank, wi' great smaihu o' ill-bred tatty thin^, as black wi'~ 
tar aa tbey had been dippit like candle i' tbe tar-kitt; but 
they bad some pith i' their ipaulds te." The idea <^ bodily 
strength was-always uppermoBt with Robie ; add I conceired, 
from the thoughtful moed in whidi he appeared atler he had 
nuule the but remark, that his mind was dwdling od the idea 
of the success that tbe Mears Welch's black-foced tarry wed- 
dersvould have bad, in wrestling or riinDittg, against the 
Cheviot and mugg wedders of the south. At length he left 
us abruptlyr.and went to bedj with this observation, that, " if 
J proved as expert at courting as wrestling, he stood a chance 
of losing his bit wench." 

Not so indi&nent was the mother <^ the young lady, ^c 
speared dissatislied, and unwilling to leave her ooly daughter 
in the dark witb;a stiimger. .She. kept poking about tbe fire 
with the tongi, apd^ Kt every word which was said, either by 
her daughter or me, she uttered a Und of hem, without c^teiH 
ing her lips. It sounded to me like a note of pity mixed ' 
with deriuon, and J did not tike the wife at all. She did not, 
however, venture to expostulate for a good tfhlle, seeming 
afraid of being overheard by her husband ; ibr ehe was con- 
stantly looking over her shoulder towards the bed, in which 
he had vanished among good woollen Idaukets, to dream over 
the featj of his youth in running, wrestliDg, and putting tbe 
stone. Robie's breath began to sound deep— the goodwife's 
beme became more audilile, and by degrees sounded rather 
like free groans. J wished her a hundred miles distant, and 
feai'ed that she would mar all my bliss with that lovely and 
deligbtfiil creature, for whom my whole vitals bad been so 
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long ipflamed with love. " Gk tfaee #ayB to tbce bed, mo- 
ther," MkM Jowy, who had till now been vorkin^ op and 
down tbe bouse. " What^e tou attvog grtanng there for? 
^ Mind I hae been up tmte nighte tbi* wtA alretid^." 

" Twae nighw already !*' exclaimed Mm Armrtrong, alios 
Hvy Pnrk o' the WolfiiIeuch>-head, who, hftring come from 
the he*d of Bortbwich Water, did BOt spesk with rach a fall 
Border accent as either her hiul)aTid or daughter; " Tvae 
nights already 1 H'm 1 h'm ! bairn, bairn ! I hae ttfi«D tauM 
thee, that sic mtchim» aft' wakins, an' mfx^ns an' mellim 
vi' ilka ajM, can never come f* good. Btit d'ye ken, sir, that 
our Rolmi'i ataed, poor man, about warstling, an* a* eic non- 
eenie. Gnde mif W ! I believe he bas never thought about 
a^ht elWiS' his days ; just as ane could warstle himael' into 
beaven. O wad he but mind tb;e ae thing needful ! an', in* 
stead o* ptAng oai baira to the best warsder, gie her at night 
to him that could pray the best prayer for bimsel' an' her." 

" An', be me troth, mwother, I wadna sh five minutes in 
his company," stid Jesey. " Does tou ken what Jamie the 
pctyet'a sang saya ? 'He fliat prays is ne'er to trust.' I wad 
nsj^bor trust mysel' wl' a good waratiet' than wi' a good 
ipnifte, VKj time. I'm quite o' the poyet's mind." 

" H'm ! h'm !" swd Mary PM-k, " ric tree, mc fruit ! The 
thing that's bred i' the bane's ill to drive out o' the flesh. 
Oh, wow me ! what this age is come tQ i I'll tell thee, Mr 
Wdch, the highest part & my amtntimi wad be, to see my 
lasne married off a minister ; ane that wad miiid the thing 
that's good, an' keep by his ain wife an' his ain bed, an' that 
had a sni^ hease, an' a glibe that he could ca' his ain, an' a 
ronnd sum ilka year, whatever might happen." ■ 

" I tell thee sae, now," safd Jessy: " I trow there's mony 
ae thing needfi^ wi' thee, mwother. But I ne'er saw it other- 
wise wi' a religious body yet. A' self! a' self! The very 
diead o' hell, an' their gtibness o' claughtin at heaven, has 
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soBUithiDg: Bclfiifa IB it. But I'm rare I twM thee, mvrotber, 
that I had luw ot^ection* to a pnying: man. Ctuirt t«u pra^ 
wed. Sand J ? I'l aura can tou, for I saw thee turnin' up the 
vMte o' tfaf een at TomiDy Rewit*! lernioD. I'se be bound, 
aftea hatt tou had ttf twb to a liue i»a'." 

" Haud your ton^c, ye COTky-beaditi light-heeled taw- 
pie," nid the diqileBKd Mary Park o' the W«lfeleuch^ead ; 
" wBd ye zin your head against Hearen, an* your hack to the 
barn wa', at the same time ? Stary wad I t)e ta see it ; but 
I'm lur chealit gin loms o' your vantlera dinna warstle you 
out o' ony bit virtue an' maidenly men«e that ye hae, an' fling 
a' your bonny govd guinea! to the wind, after they hae ye 
under their thoora. A« the tree h'a, there it maun He ; and 
ai the ra^d fa'i, me she maun lie toa" 

" I ken ireel what gate I shall &*, then," said the implac- 
able Hiss Armstrcng, who eridently wi&ed, by erery meau 
ia her power, ta put a tiop to her medier's religious cant, of 
which, I suppme, ^e got many a hearty doae; but it would 

" H'm ! h'm !" laid Mary Park, *' alak, an' wae's me ! But 
what cxd I expect ? If the good seed be sown among thristlee, 
it will spring ammtg thristles; if it^s sown in the flesh, it 
nuan grow in the fledi ; if it's sown among stones, H will rise 
among stones." 

" Hout, fie, mwother," interrupted the mud, " thou's no 
aurely hintmg that I was sawn in ony o' thae soils ? Gin that 
be Scriptwe, it's unco bamel made, an' we hae enough o't." 

" The want o' religion is the mother of a' evil," said Mary 
Park, f It is the edder on the hill, that looki the laveraclr ' 
out o' the lift. It is the raren i' the wildemeu, that cHes 
from evening to monitng, an' the matr that ye feed her, the 
louder ii her cry. But wo be unto her that thirsteth after 
stolen bread and'^the waters of unrighteonsnesa ! I send yc to 
- B h ... . 
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the kirk, an' when I expect ye to tx>me hame like & good 
heavenly-miDdit law, wi' a' the notea o' the Hermon, ye come 
hame wi' half a dozen prolwe young faempiea at your elbov. 
I iend ye to a' the sacrainente rosnd, in hopes tbat yelt get a 
- draught o' iaith ; but a' that ye get ia another draught »' 
^nue, an' hame ye Gome wi' another young nan after ye. 
Your ee's like tlie edder's, it draws a' the carnal an' woo-ldly- 
mindit o' this generation to you ; an' aair am I fear'd, that a 
cast o' grace tbou'U never get," v 

" Indeed, but I will, mwother : an thou'lt gae to thee bed, 
Sandy Welch will gi'e me ane.. He ga'e me ane already, when 
he threw Willie Glendimiiug ; for ill wad I hae likit to bae 
sat another night wi' him. But it' wm nae oast o' grace for 
poor Willie. But come, come, Sandy, as I'm sure thou didna 
come fifty miles to bear a sermon, I, trow thou an" I maun e'en 
make our bed ' low down amang the heather' for a' ni^t." ' 

" Waur an' waiir," add Mary Park ; " wha can take fire i' 
their bosom an' no be burnt ? I hae tried feathers, I hae tried 
woo' ; 1 liae tried a bed o" won hay, an' ane o' fleeing lient ; 
bi>t I fimd ay the temptations o' Satan harder on a bed o' 
green heather than a' the lave put thegither. Na, na, an ye 
will tnist youTEcl wi' strangers, keep within your father's 
door ; there's something sacred i' the Ing^g, and in the very 
name. I'x e'en gae my ways and leave ye; my abaence will 
be good company ; but, oh ! I wish it war Aij will that the 
daj-s o' wawlling an' wooing were owcr !" And on saying this, 
Marji Park^ formerly of the Wulfdeudi-head, went groaning 
to her bed and left ub. 

I could not help being aifl^ted with her words, nottrithstand- 
iug all the absurdities that she jumbled tc^ther. The scrip- 
tural Btyle in iphich her reflections were rented gave them 
ujmctinies a tint of sublimity. I saw that she had fears for her 
daughter, but wist not wellnbat to fear ; and, moreover, that 



LOVE ADVENTURES, Ac. S91 

all her ideas wtte crude aod unfnnned. As for Janet, she was 
oonipletely her fathei's child, as the saying is; and actually 
valued a man principally on his proweaa in athletic exercises 
No (ooner were we left alone, thao she lifted my arm, and 
desired me to hold~it up. I obeyed; when, to my astonish- 
ment, she clasped her anna round my shoulders and chest, 
and' squeezed me so strait, that I was like to lose my breath. 
" This," thought I, " is the "most amorous girl that ever I 
met with in my life;" and, jud^eg' it incumbent on me to 
retom her caresses, I likewise clasped my armij round her, 
snd was going to lay on two or three ^und smacks of kisses 
on her lips ; but she repulsed me sharply, saying, at the same 
time, " Thou didst nae think, fool, that I was gaun to bin 
thee ; I was only bthoming thy girth round the shoulders. 
There's no a lover that I hae, but I ken his poust to a hair. 
Thinks tou I'll sit wi' a lad till aince I ken whether he's worth 
Ae sitting wi' or bo?" 

She next spanned my wrist, and then, with particular at- 
tention,' my arm, near the shoulder. " Tbou's no the beaue 
o' our Border lads," e^d she, " but there's few o' them better 
put thegither. I hae nae fiind a better shaped, cleaner made 
arm." And then ah^ added, with a full sigh, " I wish thou 
had but licVd Tommy Potts." 

I pretended to hold the matter very light, and said, it was 
a drunken fray, in which no man could answer for the con- 
iequeuces ; but I found that nothing would go down — no 
pretence or excuse was admissible ; I must either lick Tommy 
PatU, OT give up all pretensions to her. She even let me 
know, in plain enough terms, that I was a iavourite, and that 
she r^retted the circumstance exceedingly ; but that indelible 
blot on my chaiactM' rendered it impossible for her either to 
diink of me as a lover or a husband. " What wad my father 
an' hal&brothers lay," sud she, " if I were to marry a man 

e C„n:.,., Google 



W* WINTER EVBNINO TALES, 

that loot himKl' be threthed by Tommy Potta, » gnax mippU 
dngnu, m' a back nae iti^ than a villf-waiid ? It'« nae 
great matter to aettJe hira. He'a gayaa' good at anna, 
kufftb, an' a fleeing trip ; but when aoe oomei to doae cpiar- 
tere wi' bim, he's but a dugon." I tiered to duJlmge bin 
to fight me with [H«tob, but that ooly nuted ber iiit%natiaB. 
She abhorred such mean and ccnrardly adnutUget, ibe Biid, 
which was coatemag my inferi<»-ity in both strength and cour- 
age at once, the only tvo ingredients in a man's character that 
were of slbj value. In short, nothing would do, and I was 
obliged to leave my rural beauty, for whom my heart had beat 
ia such piun, without any encouragement. I was, howerer, 
greatly amased with her character ; and her personal beauty 
wai such, that I could not help loving her. Her maiiD«n 
were rustic^ but not vulgar; and her cbaractar, though ■ 
po'iect uicHualy among her sex, was void of affectaUoD. Be- 
sides, her fortune was free and unincamberedy— 40 small co^ 
cent for the son of a poor hnner. 

Upon lite whde, I thought I coidd not do len than once 
mon fight Tommy Potts, and either retrieve my lost howiur 
or die in the skirmish ; and with this manfiil intent 1 went 
to die July fair at Langholm. I soon got my eye upon ay 
antagonixt; but who should he be going in close con^nny 
with, but the identical Willie Glraidinning t This was rather 
an awkward predicament, as I bdioved to iq>pear aa Sandy 
Welch to the one, and Geccdie Cochrane to the other ; lo I 
was oMiged to watch them at a distance, and from the way 
that I saw them looking dxmt, and keepng c«ntantly teg^ 
ther, [ bad no doubt bat that ^ey wore on totne ^ot agmnat 
me, eidier in one of my characters or both. 

The day wore to a close, and I mw Ant they were detet%< 
mined not to separate: I had kept mysdf sobo- ail the day, 
that I might have my aenaet and dexterity & ftdl [day ; wai 
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I tras glad to see that Potta eeemed to be tippling with great 
freedom-. Resolved not to let the opportunity slip, I got my 
friend Jock Grieve of Crofdieiid, a gentleman who feared no 
man alive, and cared as little either for giving a good thresh- 
ing, or getting one, aa any man I knew of. I took him in, 
merely on pretence of treating bim with a glass before leaving 
the market, and wiUiout apprising him, in the most distant 
manner, of my iutentJons of beginning a rone, as it is there 
called. [ knew my mark well ; and, in considerable pertur- 
bation of mind, led the way into a tent, where sat - my two 
Border antagonists. I chose, ax my seat, the form immediate- 
ly &cing theirs, so that when we sat down our noses were al- 
most together. Potts uttered an exclamation of surprise, and 
instantly hdd out bis band ; but, being determined to stand 
on no terms with either the one or the other, I refused to shake 
hands with him. This affronted him greatly ; his face grew 
as red as crimson, and he fell a fretting and growling most 
furiously." " Sae thou wlnna sheake hands wo me, wilt tou 
uae f Gwod, I rues that I oflered. I think I cares as little 
for thee as thou does lor me, an' I think I hesa pruven that I 
needs care as little." I asked what business he, or any low- 
vulgar rascal like him, had ado to interfere with me j and if 
it was the custom of this country, that two or three friends 
could DQt go into a house, or l«nt, to talk of business, or enjoy 
themselves, but they must be interrupted by such beastly jar- 
gon as his? " I chastised you hi your temerity in that al- 
ready," added I, " and think you should have taken some care 
before you ventured to do it again." 

It is impossible to describe his impatience at hearing this. 
He fidged and grinned, squeezing his teeth together, and 
douUing bit great fists ; and, at length, with more readiness 
than any one would have thongb' be was master of, be answer- 
ed, " Weal, weal, I's no speak to thee at a'. But tou Cftniu 
hinder me to speak to my ain neighboui't and tou iOMia hinder 
fibs 
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me to epeak aboul what I ]!lic. WaQie OleDdinmag:,^'^ 
ton ever heu the like ift, tor Oeordie Cochnne to my he 
chaiteftacd me? It u ireal latown to k' die country that I 
i-^'y^ dutmelied bim till be Goudiia itaad the lane y' him." " And 
ne thou'i Geordie Codnsne atter a' ?" mid CHendinain^. Jade 
Griere, on ieetog that ill blood waa getting; up, thought it wai 
i«qui«it« fof him, bb my ^end, to he angry toa " I fa^ yew 
pardon, eir," eaid he ; " you're in a unell mistake ; he ii cmib- 
mtinly calt Matter Cochrane ; >ad do youtall him aught da^ 
at your peril, in my company." " And thou'» Matter Grieve, 
too, I'e u^aud ; and I'l Mr GlendtnniBg ; and by Gwod, an' 
thou ca'8 me aught elie the night, I'a won Aee a good dadd 
on the lae aide o' thee head." 

It was aeedlew to Uot the coal any hotter between thcK 
two ; there was defiance in every loidt that pan, and in every 
word that wu uttered between them ; so that 1 was left witi 
Potts to renew our quarrel at we choa& 1 took care it tfaould 
not be long, b^g resolved before hand to try his mettle once 
more. I told liim, that the manner in which he had talked 
of me in die country, I was deteitnined not to beai^-that he 
knew I liad it in my power to have finished him two or three 
times in our first encounter, had I choM — that he should now 
know hb jnester ; and if he had the heart of a Aea, be could - 
not reAue to give me satisfaction, after the bragging tliat he 
had made. Tommy did not flinch a bit; but accepted of my 
challenge with pwfect readincM, and in three minutes we 
were bard at it on the top of the Langholmfaill, nu^ouoded 
by a motley crew of Bordereiv, of every age and sex. I was 
perfectly sober ; and Potti, though not intoxicated, had drank 
a good deal. It was ceriafaily owing to this that I found mdi 
a difference in his prowen from the time of our first combat. 
He fought with ridence, but with little caution ; ^)d I folt 
as if he were nothing in my hands. I guarded against every 
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tri^> towl warded enrj blon- that he uned widi the graUrt 
ewe ; but ku snai were w lot% and powerftil; Unt my tOoket 
had Utde or no efiect. I never wu « good itriker, and I 
could o»W ttrUtt wtdi. the ri§iit hand. At leo^, quit« con- 
aciaua of nipmeritf , and parhafM on that account, I made a 
l»ieak M him, and selxed him by the dio«lder. He made a 
daipOTate eKerUsn to free himael^ bat I seized him by the 
hah-t and the right ear with the other hand, aad, in spite Of 
hia Binifgiles, ch»ed with him, triiqitd the feet irooi him, and 
gave hiin a bearty fail. I thea gave him two or Aree sangnine 
blows upon the temple and left ^e, and ipniog' again to my 
feet. He was atuaaed ; and, aa he attempted to ria^, I gave 
him a Uow on the ihonlder with the aole of ray foot, which 
tumUed him over again, and always ai he attempted to get 
l^> I rf^ealitd it, Idcking him in thii way down the Langholm^ 
hill hdon me. He had not a* yet yielded ; but mmt have 
done so in len than two miouta, for he wa« <{utte exhausted. 
At that nuMMnt I was knocked down by a side itroke given 
Bie by aome one, and it wai never 'known by whom. The 
Borderen looked on their hoaour aa being at stake in this en- 
counter, aad some one had most nnwamntaMy taken this 
nethod of retrieving ^ day. Jock Grieve blamed Glendii)- 
ning, who denied it ; and these two fought. However, Grieve 
beat htm, and gave him a kvcr drabbing; but in a subse- 
(^uent battle with John GlendiniiiBg, William's brother, one 
of the hardest fenght diat ever was fought, Grieve had rather 
the worst of it. 

I saw nothing of these, havuig been led, or rather twrtedt 
into the tent &om whence we issued. For a vMle { continu- 
ed inaansiUe, and had no recolletttisB of any thing that had 
bafpened.; but, after having drank a ^aaa or two of wine, I 
believed myself recevered. 1 was grieveudy mist^eli ; for the 
jOTfAt had been gtvcsi with a staff, or some tliitfk l^nnC instni- 
miat Hy akuU wsa slij^y ihtctttred, >atid though the 
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woond did not Ueed, it iweU«d to an unnmBl rise, and gtew 
all diBcoloured. I was highly indignant at the fbal play I had 
got, and expressed myself in bitter lerrM ^ainit the borderen 
in geneial. Indeed, every one, both friend and fite, were alilu 
violent in their execratioiu of so baie and cowaidly an asiaalt. 
But that whicli prorc^ed me wont of all, wai the word that 
was Invug^t in to me, that Potts had bragged that be gsre 
the Uow himself, although at the voy moment I was tossing 
him with my foot. All that I did afterwards, I did vary 
wrong ; for it wa< done in a rage, and whatever is done in that 
mood in ill done, and repented of. Had I held myself as I 
was, I had ctme «f honourably enough, and the base condnct 
of my adversaries would have been untrersally reprobated ; 
but I abused Potts, and threatened the utmost vengeance aa 
him, as well as on his accomplii^ who had kiiocked me down. 
There were not waottng some to carry this newt to Potts, who 
was soon found, and as ready either to li^t me ot shake haodi 
with me as ever ; the fwmer of which I imprudratly prefer^ 
red. Alas! the tables were now £uily turned against me, at 
the stroke on my head had weakened my whole frame. I 
had no more strength to fight against a waiting assailant than 
a man deeping and struggling in a dream, and fell an easy 
prey to Potts. Still I refiued to give ia, though I oould 
neither return a blow nor ward one ; but the tmlookers bn- 
mauefy separated us by force. 

It was a twelvemoBdi before I overcame the effects irf 
this blow, being troubled with a swimming in my head, and 
great debility j but befive die expiry of that lime, I had 
4]uite forgot my Border darling, nr thought rai her only as a 
natural curiosity. I wb» always a fovourile with the girls, 
but never with \hiar parents or gtiardian. I lost my first 
lore (revetted to this hour) for nera* haring asked her in 
marriage ati^y slated period,- but grew carelew, and ao left her. 
I am penoaded I lost the next also, for never having asked ba 
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for my wife at ali ; aai I lost the tiiird, the loveliest and ridi- 
att of them all, tiie be»Dtiful hat unconscionable Jessy Anq- 
strong, became I c<Hild not lick Tommy Poltt. 

TfauB were the days of my youthiiif panion worn out. 
They bad their delights ; but they vere not thoce de%ht« on 
which recollection loves to dwell ; to which the soul turns 
with (croie mtis&ction, m the. damiingi of future felicity. 
Tbey wereioeteon hi the paths of fi>Ily, gilding the prospect* 
of youth for a teaton with rays of tbe wannest and most bril- 
liaotfaues; but tbeyduzled but tadeceire, and left tlie head- 
Ion; Mower mixed in the ponuits, and obliged to purme his 
derioua course in darimeH and nncmainty. 

Fmn this time forth, I formed no ardent attachment ; I 
fell into one intrigue after another with my father's aerrant 
giris, and afUrwsrde with my own, by some of whom I was 
much pli^paed, as wdl as palpably takeii In. But for all those 
tliiiigi I had DO one to Ume but myself; and, to my Aame, 
I coaftw, that In sudi tdad of courses was the prime of my 
manhood wsHted ; and they may say what they will, but every 
old bachd(«- has the same crimes to answer for, in a greater 
or less di^ree. On accost of some erf my misdemeanours, I 
next fell out with the minister and hirk-eesaion of the parish, 
wiiere I resided, becasM, forapoth, I would not sabmit to 4a 
penance publicly in the diurdi, a focfish &Bd injurious old 
popish rite, which I de^Hsed and abominated ; and this mis- 
understanding caused me to lose a lady of fortune a very few 
years ago, whom I had courted £>r conTRiiency, and who, fbr 
conveniency'a sake, and, aa a last resource in the world of 
gallantry, had yielded to become my blooming bride. And 
this anecdote, as it is the last in my lore adventures, shall be 
the last in thig narrative. 

I was introduced to this young lady of fmly-five at Edin- 
burgh, on my annual visit to that city, ly a relation of my 
own. She had been handsome and beautiful, and she still look- 
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ed very well, but then she waa ronged most ddloately. This 
I soon discovered, by obserriog that her ears and dieeks were 
of different hues, aod I mentioned it to my relation, who Bmil- 
edat me, and said, ' it was better that she should be painted 
with rouge than with strong liquors, for when a maid of 
fa^iou reached a certain period of life, she must p^t ^ther 
with the cme or the other. I*acqu!e8ced in this sentiment, 
though I liked the painting very ill ; and as I conceived it 
imponihle for me to be in a state more unsociable than that 
in which I was, I paid my addressei to her the more briddy, 
perhaps because I did not care a farthing whether they were 
accepted or not She received my addresses with the greatest 
politeness, and with a manner truly engaging. I liked her 
the better, and pushed my suit vehemently, in a correspond- 
eoce that ensued. Her letters to me were fiUed with the 
most beautiful and sublime moral sentiments, with sometimes 
a dash of affected religious enthunasm, but not a word of 
love, save that they always began with the endearing and & 
mQiar epithet, ' My dear sir.' 

She was a paragon of saocUty and devotion, which I was 
not fiilly aware of, as I always suspect very high profesuons 
of ieligi(m. Her letters contained many hints, that she put 
the fullest confidence in me ; yet on reviewing all that had 
past between us, 1 could not discover when she bad ever cob- 
£ded any thing to me. They contained aJlusioDs to a sup- 
posed change of state, (between whiun it was not menUoned.J 
but no promises. Such circumspection I had never witnessed 

Ob ! afae was perfect, |iBBt all parallel 
Of anjr modem fetntle saint*! compariBOQ ;~ 

So ftr above the cuuiiiiig powers of hell. 
Her gnitdisn angel tmi gitm up his garritOQ. 

Next summer she came to Mofiat, on [ttetence of drink* 
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itig ihe vaXen ; but, in reaJity, on a reconnoitering espedition 
to inquire into my character and drcuraataoces. About my 
fortune she did not care, as she bad the meanii of repairing 
that ; but what ehe rajued S8 of iar greater cunsequence, the 
Kev. Mr Johnson and Doctor Singen both spoke well of me. 
After this my reception was manifestly different, and the cor- 
dial shake of the hand, the kind and ^miliar flirtation, now 
^owed me pliunly that the nymph was all ray own. I took 
her hand in mine, and asked her once more to be my wife. 
" Oh ! Mr GN;hra.ne, you are so cruel ! You know that I can 
refiue you nothing; and you are takingadrantageof my weak- 
ne«B, to make me change my pure uncontaminated virgin state 
for one of care and concern. It is not a light matter for an 
inesperienced creature like me to renture on becoming the 
bead of a family, and the mother of a blooming offipring, whose 
souls may be required at my hand.'' " Holdl" said I, " my 
dear love; that is a secondary consideration, and I don't think 
that ever they will/' This unlucky expression brought on me 
a torrent of argumentation, not whether, in the course of na- 
tuic, my bebved couU possibly give birth to a blooming off- 
tpnog; oh no ! such a thought as a negative to that never en- 
tered her brain ; but whether or not parents were accountable 
for the sins of tbdr children. She had the Scripture at her fin- 
ga-en4a, and gave me, verkuim, Thomas Vincent's Esposition 
on the Duties of Parents to their Children. Finally, how- 
ever, ehe consented to become my bride, from an inward belief, 
as she plainly acknowledged, that it was the will of Heaven, 
aod fore-ordained to be before the moon or stars were created ; 
and that she might act in conformity with the first and great 
comibandment, " Be ye fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth." 

All this was very well : but, unluckily for me, ^e came to 
our parish sacrament, as she went to every one in the bounds. 
I.dld not like to see her pdnted face there. An independent 
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fortune U a (nug thing for an old bachekr. On tbe^t- 
day, when the tokens of admuuoii came to be duiiibuted, 1 
did well enough. I crushed down the ttdr near tlie latter 
end of the crowd, and stood decently in the area, holding' my 
hat in my hand, and waiting aa it ware my turn. My saint* 
ly charmer saw thit, and eyed roe with look* of beaveoty cran* , 
placency ; but when I came (^podte to the firont door, I slid 
quietly off, and wai never missed. On the Sabbath fi^low' 
ing, I was not w fortunate when the ucred dements came to 
be distributed. Until after the firsE table was serred, aO went 
wdl enough, it having been filled up from the beginning by 
such of the common people as had not seats «f thdr own. 
But it was, and is still a cust(»n in our pariah, (as absnrd a 
one as can well be) that the gentn/, u the country people call 
them, go all into the second table ; and there did my chanMV 
go, and there it behoved me to have been also. Bnt there I 
was not ; being obliged, fnmi my disregard of churcl<-diici> 
pline, to ut cocking up in tbe corner of the front gallery all 
alone. I was not w<Hit to r^^ard thit ranch, as I had some 
ne^bours in the parish, and particularly in tlie eastern g^ 
lery, oj^iosite to me, I could dntinctly perceire one in each 
comer; hut J wa^allby myself, there not hnng one of the same 
■tutiou near me ; and to moke the mattw wcme, the precentw, 
as he bawled out the foUowing line, looked fiill at me,—" Be* 
ude thee there is none !" 

Sinners are always caught in the net, some time or otho', 
which they tbemselves have prepared. The worst thing ef 
all, my betrothed was so placed at the table, that bet eye was 
fixed on me. -She cwild not lift it but she saw me, aad 
great was the perplexity which that eye matufestcd. I saw 
sheltnewnotwhattomakeof it; but, as I suspected, attributed 
it to the contempt of ordinances. She ntnmed to Heffiit 
in a poBt-ch^se on the Monday evening, and I did not see her 
Ull toward the end of tbe week, when I again visited her. She 
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had not got to the ground of tlie matter ; but, Buspecting me 
of infidelity, die entertained me with & long lecture en the 
trutlu of Christittnity. I socoi convinced her, that I had no 
douto to be removed on tbat lubject " Wb^ then do you 
not come forward at the fficrament, lilce oths people ?" eaki 
she. I never was bo eore nonplused in my life, and could not 
anawer a word. I did not like to tell a lady the {data truth, 
and had no tale ready to bring myself off— my &ce grew red, 
and I hod no other Bhift but to take out my handkerchi^ <m 
pretence to wipe it. " Why, ma'un," Bftyi I, " it is eKceseire- 
ly warm in this room ; do yon not thinlc it would be as well 
to optn one of the windowaf" " Cralainly, if you wish it, 
ur," raid she. 1 opened the window, thrust out my head, 
and sind, " Ble« me ! how raapty MbffU it at such a delightful 
season !" " Mr Cochrane I" esdaimed the lady, " what is the 
matter with ywi ? Ar& you raring ? 1 was talking to you of 
the bread of life, and the water of life, and asking your objec- 
tions to the partaking of these ; and you answer me, ' Bless 
me, how hot it is I how empty Mofiat is 1' What does this 
mean ? When the relation in which we stand to one ano- 
ther is considered, I surety hare a right to inquire into this 
most important of all concmis. Good Lord 1 if such a thing 
were to be, as that I should gire up myself to lie in the arms 
of a castaway — a child of perdition, to whom it was predes- 
tined to go to hell — and then the iniquity of the &ther vinted 
on my children ! — I tremble to think of it. Tell rae, then, my 
dear Mr Cochrane, and tell me truly, what is it that keeps 
you back from this ordinance ?" 

" Why, ma'am, really, ma'am," said I — " Hem — it is rather 
a delicate sulqect ; but, in truth, ma'am, it is the minister and 
elders who keep me back." She turned up her eyes, and 
spread her hands towards heaven. " I see it all I — I perceive 
it all !" cried she, in holy wrath ; " you are then an outcast 
from the visible church— an alien to the commonwealth of 
Cc 
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Israel— you are j^roaning; under scandal, aud dns not iriperf 
away; and to ask my baod while >D that state! How couM I 
have «et up my fece among myreH^ue aajutuntances ia townf 
How could I ever hare looked the rererend and devont O&vid 
D— ■ again in the &ce, or kneeled at a fiunily ordinance 

with the Smiths, the Irring?, or the inspired H G ? 

And bow ifaould 1 have got niy children, my offspring, ini- 
tiated into the Christian Church? To have been obliged to 
take the tows on myself, and hold up the dear sweet inao- 
cents in my own arms! Oh I the tnares, the thame, and the 
participation in iniquity, that I hare thus providentially es- 
caped — and all by attmdiag to my religious duties ! Let it 
be a warning to all sudi as deride them. Mr Cochrane, 
dther go and submit to the censures of your mother church, 
for your 'flagrant and gross im moralities, and be again admits 
ted as one of her members, and a partaker of all her divine 
ordinances, or never see my face again." 

" I shall certainly confbmi t« this friendly injuncdon for 
your sake, my dear," said I ; " though the alternative may 
be severe, it must neverthdess be complied with. In the mean 
- time, I must bid you a good morning." Then, bowing meet 
respectfully, I left the room, fully determined which side of 
the alternative to choose. 

From that time forth, I never saw my saintly dame any 
more; but I got one or two long letters from her, apparently 
intended to renew our acquaintance, as they vere filled up 
with protestations of esteem, and long sentences about the 
riches of free grace, which I never read. I had got quite 
enough of her ; for, to say tlie truth, though I believe it is a 
fault in me, I have an aversion Ut those ladies who make ex- 
trat'agant pretensions to religion, and am more afraid of them 
than any set of reformers in the realm. 

Bring determined that I would not stand up in my native 
parish church before a who)e'«ongT^ti^n^ ^t^ every one of 
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whom I was penonally known, not only to be rebuked, but 
to bear the most gross and indelicate tenus mouthed as apply- 
ing to my character, and that with an sflsured gravity of de- 1 
portment, which makes the scene any thing but imprewve, ; 
save on the organs of nubility, or the more heart-felt inspira- - 
tions of loathiog. And as my nature could not submit to this, ' 
I was obliged to forego the Ueuings of a devout wife and an 
independent fortune. Thus it was that I lost my fourth and 
last mistress j nunely, because / sroiild not moarU the tiool o/^ 
repentance. 

Wbeoerer I recounted any of these adpentures to my social 
companions, I remarked that they generally amused them in 
no ordinary d^ree. It was this that determined me to make 
a copy of thran, as near to the truth of the circumstances as 
my memwy serves me, and to send them to you, , as you are 
so fond of all narratives that t«nd to illustrate Scottish man- 
ners. I hare thought it proper to change two or three of the 
real names ; but the adventures are known to so many in the 
eoutb-wett of Scotland, that every individual concerned will 
be readily recQlleded ; Svt, g&ving one gentleman, all the rest, 
as far as I know, are sljll alive. 



COUNTRY DREAMS AND APPARITIONS. 

No I. 

JOHN GRAY O' MIDDLEHOLM. 

Thxrb was once a man i£ great note, of little wit, sone cun- 
ning, and inexhaustible good nature, who lived in the wretched 
vilUge of Middlefaulm, on the border of Tiviotdale, to whom 
the strangest kit befell, that ever happened to a poor man beu 
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., fore. He wax a weaver to hU trade, and a feaar ; about ax 
feet four inckes in height ; von a black cost with hom 
buttons of the same colour, each of them twice as brood ani 
thidc aa a modern lady's gold watch. This coat had wide 
ikevee, but no collar, and wns all clouted about t^e ^bows 
and annpits, and moreoTer the tails of it met, if not actually 
overl^ped each oth^-, a little above his knee. He always 
wore a bonnet, and always the same bonnet, for ai^ht tbat 
any one could distiosfuiih. It wm neither a broad nor a 
round bonnet, a Highland bonnet nor a Lowland bmoet, a 
large bonnet nor a small bonnet ; nerartfaden, it was a bon- 
net, and a rery Bingular one too, for it was a bmg bomtet, 
diajKd exactly like a miller's meal'sooop. He was altoge- 
ther a ni^nlar figOre, and a for more singular mao. Wh« 
has not iteaid of Jdin Gray, weaver and feuar in Middlft- 
faolm^ 

J<An had a i^ardm, which wu a middling good one, and 
would faaro been better, bad H been well tarUA ; he hftd 
likc^rise a oow that was a very littJe and a very bod one; 
but he had a wife l^t was the w<n«t c^ all. She was wlMt 
an author would call a half-witted incon^darate woman ; bat 
the Middleholm wives defined ha better, for they called her " a 
tawpie, and an eren-down haverel.'' Of course John's pone 
was very light, and it would nerer throw agiunst the wind ; 
bis meab were spare and irrt^^ular, and his dieek-boaes lo<di- 
ed as if they would peep through the fece. It is impossiUe 
for a man to be in this state without knowing the value of 
money, or at least regretting the want of it. His belly 
whispers to him every hour of the day, diat it would be a 
good thmg to have ; and when parched with drought ti an 
erraiog; and neighbours «e going into the aleb>uK to cs^of 
tibnr (rack and thew evesiog diai^ht, bow kiltimg the r^ 
flection, that not one pinny u lo qwcc 1 It even inereaies a 
man's thirst, drying the nry glands of his meoth la a cinder. 
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—It malctt fahn ftet more hungry, and createi a aort of void, 
«tbw in idM or in the sbaatath, wlucfa it u next to impotd- 
Ufl ta fill up. Ssdi power over the iatemal feelingB hai this 
lanM emptincB of the pune. 

Jdtn W all tbeH feelings mort keenly in his vay ; lot bis 
udea vere an long, and to lank, and encloeed uicb a bound of 
space, that it wa» a» easy matter to fill it up. Now, it being 
a grand position in pbiloeophy, that no space witliin the earth's 
atoiosphere can remain a *<ml, owing to the intolerable press- 
ure of lur, amounting to the inconceirable weight of fifteen 
potinds on erery square inch, it may well be conceived what 
an insu^rable column pressed constantly on John's spacious 
tube. Nothing gave John so much uneauness im the constant 
suggeituHu of this invidious f^Jumn of air. 

There was but one thing on earth that could counter-work 
this pressure of elemental flwd, and keep it up to its proper 
spben, and that was money. This was a grand discovery 
made by John, which Bacon himsqff never thought on, or 
thought of only to be completely mletaken. That sage sayt, 
" The state of all things here is, to extenuate, and turn things 
to be more pneumatical and rare ; and not to retn^rade Irom 
pnoimatical to that which is dense." How absurd I It is 
evident that Mr Bacon had never been a feuar !n Middle- 
hdm. 

John's system was exactly the reverse of tl^ia, and it was 
the right one. He conceived, and lelt, that the tangible part 
of the body ought always to prevail over the pneumatical ; 
and then, as to the nleans of accomplishing this, he discover- 
ed that money — money alone — was the equivalent power that 
could equiponderate in such a case. But as tff the means of 
procuring, this great univeml anodyne, that pussled John 
more than the great discovery itself 

Every man, however, has some prospects, or at least some 

hopes, of increRNDg his stock of this material, John had his 

Cc2 
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hopes of doing; w too ; but no man, ar mMamn ciiha, wW 
guen OQ »hM tbeu hopes were budid. It oosM not pan- 
bly be I7 the pn^ts of hi* ■wamng, at Icart with mch a wife 
as he had ; for Jdiu's profidency in that uiAl art was fer 
■hort of what u npected of a conntrf wmm in tho« «lay«. 
He oonld work a pair of Uaokett, ot a grajr pfadd ; but b^ 
yond that hie Kience reached not. When any cuitomer of- 
fered him a linen web, however eovK, or a bnee of table- 
cloths, he modestly declined them, by aMuring the good- 
wife, " that his loom didna answer thae kisd o' things, and 
when fblc tcuk in things that didna annrer tlwir looms, thgf 
'i^y-^^J^^ whiles fesbed them m»r than if diey bad keepit them oat," 
It coold not be by the jMvfits of the raiicnfale £bu that he 
hoped to make money, for the produce of that was annually 
consumed befme it came half to maturity. He had no rich 
friends ; and his lire stock consisted (rf, a smidl lean cow, 
two wretched-looking cats, a young one and an old one; 
nz homely half-naked daughter*, one son, and his w%, Tibby 
Stott. 

But it is hard for a man to gire up the idea of advancing 
somewhat in life, eitiier by hook or by crocJf. To stand atil), 
and stagnate as it were, or yield to a reb^r^^rade motion, are 
among the last things that the human mind assents to. 
John's never assented to any such thing. Notwithstanding 
all these disadvantages diat mudwlled against htm, he had 
long-cherished and brilliant btqtes of making rich ; and that 
by the simjdest and most natural way in the world, namely, 
by finding a puise, or apote, as he more em^iatically called 
it. 

Was not Je^ the true pbilosophn of nature t Whatotfaen 
illustrated by theory, he ezem^ifitd in practice ; namdy, 
that the mind must grasp at lonwtlui^ before. John longed 
ezceedii^ly to have money— every other method vt attaining 
it seemed feirly out of his reach, mn tlds ; and m this he 
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fixed whh KTidily, ond enjoyed the ptoipect as mucJi at me 
does who bdierts fae mtut fell heir to an eatue. He knew 
aU the Mki in the kingdem that had gat lorwtai in life by 
finding p(NM ; hut die greaten curiodty of all was, that he 
never believed money to he nude in uiy other way, John 
never wir money nrade by indtutry m bit life; there was ne- 
Tcr afiy made at Middlchotm, neither in hia dap nor tho«e of 
any other niHij and what he had nerer seen axerapl^ed he 
eould not calculate on : w that, whenever he faeat^l ti & mbn 
in the nd^bonrhood who had advanced his fortune rapidly, 
John nn^bnnly attributed it to his good fortmte in having 
found a pose. 

Bat it was truly amazing, how many of these he heaved 
to be lying hid all over the country, espedally in the vicinity 
of the old abbeys. And John reasoned in this manner : " lite 
monks and the abbots amassed all t&e money in the country ; 
they bad ibe enperiority of all the lands, and t3\ the wealdi, 
and all^ rents at their omtrol. Then, on the approach of 
any marauding army, it is well known that they went always 
oat and hid thdr enonnous werith in the fidds, 6mn whence 
a great part of it was never again lUM." And then thA« 
wcare all the fields of battle, with which ^ Border counties 
abound, cooceming which fields John argued in thb way: 
" Suppose sow there were 80,000 En^ish and 15,O0A Scots 
met on a field ; there might be mony mae, and there might 
be fewer; hut supposing there were so many, every one of 
these would hide his pune befiwe he came into the battle, be- 
cause he kend wed, that if he were dther -wonndit or ta'en 
prisoner, he wad Mxm be strippit o' that In ony o' thae 
cases, when it was hidden, he could get it again ; whereas, if 
he was lolled, it was o' nae mair use to him, an' -was as weel 
there as in the huids o^his memies. There was thenS5,000 
purses, or poses islher, a' hid in a very sma' bosnds. An' 
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tbenj to couider bow tnaojr gnai lUtlM war toaghten a* o'cf 
tbt country, nn' often too when the tae f»ny wma laden wH 
■putsie." In abort, Jobn belie*c«l tiMt ell theie Bcmla- d» 
tricts were lined with poKi, and that we ereiy day vnUai 
orer immenae nims of M aterliiig coinage. 

He had leTeral times viuted the fiekb of Philliphaagh, d 
Middlestead, asd Anaiim Moor ; and on each of these he had 
delved a great deal, loobiog for poMi ; but, as he mtu^y and 
good-naturedly remarited, never chanced to Kght on the r^ 
spot. For alt that he wu nothing diicouraged, but eror 
year grew more and mon intent on realiiing some of tbac 
hidden treanirea. 

He had beard <^ a large nun of money that was hid in i 
caitk of Liddeidale, and another at Tamleucbar Croas ; ani 
of these two be talked hi long, and k intently, that he reeoh' 
ed at last to go and dig, tint for tbe one treanire, and tfaa 
for the othw. So one evening he got some mattocks ready, 
and prepared for his journey, bnng resolved to set out tbe 
next morning. 

But that night he bad a singular dream, or rather a vbioii, 
that deterred him. Tbe narrative tnuit be given in Jobn'i 
own word^ as it has doubtless never been u> well told by any 
other person. No one eUe could be so affected by the circim- 
Btances, and when the heart is affected, tbe language, however 
diffuse, has something in it that approximates to nature. 

" 1 was lying in my bed, cloie yerkit against the stock ; 
tor my wife, poor creature ! bad twae o' the weans in ayonl 
her, an' they war a' sniffin an' sleepin ; an' there was I, ly- 
ing thinking and thinking what I wad do wi' a' my nxMi^ 
^ce I bad it howkit up ; when, ere ever I wist, in cornea m 
anld grey-beadit man close to my bed-side. He wai cltd in 
a giey gown, like the auld monks lang syne ; but be had use 
crow bingin at his breast ; an' he lookit me i' the &ce, an' 
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atys M me,— «aya he, * John Gray o' Middlebdivi, do you 
ken me?' " Na, honest man," quo' I; " hoti- should I ken 

" But I ken you, John Gray ; an' I hae often been by 
jfour ride, an' heard what ye war sayin, an' kend what ye war 
thinkm, an' wen what ye war doing', when ye didna »ee roe. 
Ye're a very poor man, John Gray." 

" Ye needna tell me that, honest man ; there needs nae 
apparition come frae the dead to tdl me that." 

" An* ye faae a very ill wife, John Gray, an' a wt o' ill« 
t»«d menielem b^nis. Now, htnv mooy o' them wiD ye gi'e 
me, an' I'll mak ye rich? Will ye gie me Tibby Stott 
henel?" 

" Weel I wat, bonext man, Ae wad be better wi' ony body 

than me ; but I can nener -gi're sway aoH TiUiy Btott, ill aa 

' the is, against her wiU. She haa lien sae long by my ude, 

' an'eleepUi' myboMm, tint •be'o twiMd Ufce « Mcond nature 

' tome; an' I trow we ehus justttak Ahe gude wi' the ill, an' 

' fight thegilher as lai^,«s our hoadt wag ab im the ground, 

though mcmy a wir heart an' hungry waae ibe has gart me 

dree." He then named ower a' the bairns to me, ane by ane, 

ao'pledan'fleedied'ineAH- this an' the tither ane; bat aA«r 

a' he could My, as'a' Ac preuMea he could mafac, I wadna 

condescend to part wi' ane o' my btuTng." 

" John Gray o' Middleholm," quo' be, " ye^ a great fool ; 
I kend aye ye were s feol, an' a' the country kena it at wed 
M me ; hut ye're no juat aae ill as I llwught you had bfen. 
How do you {oopoie to maintwn a' thae tawjuet, yomg an' 
auld?" 
. " Aye, that's the quettion, Mand," quo' I ; "an' ifa eaaier 
iii l^to eBS" than aniwcr it But I bae a plan i' my iiead for dial 
too ; yet 1 dtnna ken how &r it may be adviatUe to tdl you 
s' about ib" 

"O poordaft JockGrayo'Middlebelin!"quo'hej "ye're 
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that lazy ye winna work, an' ye're that Btapid that ye hae 
manied a wife that caona work; an' ye hae gutten a tMke o' 
gillygavpie weani, that ye're breedm ap like a wheea brute 
beiuU; aa' the bale o' j« can neither work nor want; an' 
ye're ^un away the aion to mbe the auld Cattle o' Hermit- 
age, an' carry away the mighty spoila that an hidden there ; 
an' then ye're gaun away to Tamleuchar Crow/— < 

To houk tlu poti o' goud, Am lie 

Atween Ibe vat gmad in* Ihi di^, 

Whe» glow* the wordat u' the wmt □' mteit, 

Whtre the hone Dcrer itep*, to' theUmb nevet feeda. - 

Bat, Jdhn Gray o' Middleholm, youll never finger a plack 
tf thae twa poaee, for the de'il keeps the taoe, an' me the 
tither." 

" Eh I gudeaootfa, Mend, an that be the case, I fear I ma^ 
drink to them. But wha are ye, an it may be ipeer'd ?" 

" I am ane that kens a.' the secrets o' a' the hidden poses in 
Scotland, an' I'm a great friend to you. Jobs Gray o' Middle- 
bolm." 

" I'na unco glad to hear it, man ; troth am I ; I'm riglkt 
blithe to hear it> Then there ahaU be boukin an' shoolin, 
countin aa' coupin ower 1" 

" Nane where ye trow ; fer ye're but a short-iightit carle ; 
an' the want &u't that ye hae^-ye're daft, John'GrBy. But 
if ye'Il be ruled by me, I'll tell you where ye'Il find a pose 
that will mak yoa a rich man fer the langest day ye hae U> 
live. Gang ye away down to the town o' Kelso, an* tak a 
line frae the end o' the auld brig to the north neuk o' the 
abbey, an' exactly at the middle step, you will find a comi- 
' cally-shapen stane ; ruse ye up that wh«) naebody sees, an' 
there you will find an auld yettlin oon-pan filled fii' & goud 



an' eiller to the very e'e." 
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" But, friend, I never wa« at Kelso, an' I nevei* eair either 

the t«ig ur tfae abbey -kiHc ; sn' faow nm I to find the stane ? 

an', Dtrer an' aboon a', pn I fa' to an' houk up the fob's 

itreeU, wbat will tbey my to me?" 

" Weel, weel, tak your aio way, John Gray ; I hae tauld 
ye- But ye're daft, poor man. Iliere, ye're gaun away to 
mine a' the vaults o' the big^ieit castle o' LJddesdale, an' then 
ye're gaun to trendi a hale htU-side at Tamleuch^, a' upon 
m&tt chance; an' here I tell you where the pose is lying, 
an' yell no be at the paios to gang an' turn ower ae stane an', 
lift it. Ye're clean daft, John Gray o' Middleholm ; but I 
hae tauld ye, sae tak your ain daft gate." " An' w:' that 
the auld body dyed away, an' left me. I was sae grieved 
that he had gane away in a pet, for he waa the Tery bind o' 
man I waatit, that I bolb'd, an' called after him, as loud as 
I could, to come back. But, gude sauf us a' I at that mo- 
ment my wife, Tibby Stott, poor creature ! wakened me ; for 
I was roaring through iny sleep, an' the hale had been a 

John was terribly puzzled next day, and knew not which 
way to proceed. He did not like to go to hand-gripes with 
the deril, after such a warning as he had got, and therefore 
hejudgeditassafo to delay storming bis Castle of Hermitage, 
till he considered the matter more maturely. On the other 
hand, it was rather ungenerous to go and seize on his finend's 
treasure at the Cross of Tamleuchar, after sudi a friendly 
Pisit ; and he feared, likewise, that the finding of it was very 
uncertain ; yet he did not know but this might be some 
malicious spirit, whose aim was to put him by getting the 
money. And as to Kelso, he had never thought of it before; 
and it took such a bng time to train his ideas to any subject, 
that he never Mice thought of going there : so all the sdiemes 
were postponed for some time. 

" A while after that," says John, " I was sitting at my 
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loom, an' I was workiu an' woHnn, an' thiiikin an' thinJdo 
how to get ane o' tbae bidden poeea, ' I maun either hae a 
pose socm/ Bays I to mywl, ' or ebe I maun dee o' hunger; 
an' Tibby Stott, poor creature 1 tke maun dee o' hunger ; an' 
a' my innocent bairns maun dee o' hunger, aftre I get tiiem 
up to do for theiTBels.' Thae. war heavy concemi on m^ an* 
I was sair dung down ; when, or ever I witt, in cornea my 
auJd friend, the grey-headit. monk. ' John Gray o' Middle 
b(to,' .quo' he, ' do you ken me?' " Ay, that I do, honert 
man, an' weel to. Bight Uitbe am I to tee your face agun, 

. ~^ for I wat unco vexeA when ye gaed away an left me sae cut- 
titly afore." 

./"f./ " ' Ye'readaft man, John Gray, that's the truth o' the 
matto" ; but ye hae Mine good points about ye, an' I'm your 
fiiend. Ye say ye dinna ken Kdm, nor the place where the 
po«e ii tying : now, .if yell gang wi' rac. III let you see the 
my place, an' the rery «bme that the money !s lying aneath ; 
an' if ye winna be at die paina to turn it ower an' take the 
poee, I'll e'en gi'e it to some ither body : I hae lauld ye, John 
Gray o' Middlehobn.' 
" Diona gi'e it to Bae itlier body, an it be your will, houe«t 

( man," quo' I^I says till Mm—" an' I'b gai^ w'ye, fit ftir fit, 
when ye like." Sae up I gets, just at I was workin at the 
loont, wi' my leather apr(»i on, an' a rath o' loom-needles in 
my cuff; an' it wasna a rap till we were at Kebo, where I 
soon saw the utuation o' the town, an' tbe brigg, an' the anld 
abbey. Then he takes me to a stane, a queer three-ueukit 
atane, just like a cockit hat. ' Now,' sap he, ' John Gray o' 
Middldiolm, the oiler's in aneath this, bat it winna be very 
easily rabed : put ye a mark on it, till ye get mattocks an' a 
convenient time, for I mannna be seen here.' I first 
thought o' leaving my xproa on it, but thinking that wad 
bring a' the fbck o' the town, I took ane o' the loom-needles 
to stick in bende it, thinking naebody wad notice that. 
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BleM ine I Wmd, quo' I, thU is the SBfteat an' the amootheat 
■taoB that OTv I fiwd IB my life ; it ii surely made o^ chalk ; 
BM' vi' tiwt, I ranuned am o' th« lo«n needles down througli 
the middle o' tlie itane into tbe vuy head. But I hadna' 
wed dw>e that, afore there was ric yiOU an' cries rase out £rae 
anath the rtane, as g^n a' the denla o' hell bad been broken 
loose on me; an' the blood ifnag frae the chalk stane ; an' it 
spoutit oa my ln»dg, bd' it ^teotit on my boo, till I was 
fr^fitit eat o' my wits ! Sae I tmBg'd up, an' raa for hare 
Kb ; but mc a fa' as I got I I had alma«t broken my neck. 
When think ye I had b6eQ a' the time, but tyin' sound sleepin' 
I' my bed; an' instead o' rinmng; the needle iato the three- 
oeokit stan^ I had rammed it to the he«d in the haunch o' 
Tibby Stott, poor creature. Then there was ue a whilfibalu 
as Bonr was heard I An' she three^Ht, an' isustit on me, that 
I was ettling to murder her. ' Dear Tibby Stott, woman^ 
quo' 1 ; ' Tibby,' says I to her, * If I had been ettUng to mur- 
der you, wadna' I hae ron the loom needle into fome other 
port than where I did i It will be lasg or ane murder ye on 
the hip an' thigh, Tibby Stott, espedally wi' a loom needle.' 
" I bad now gotten Kelso sae completely i' my head, that 
aw^ i setB again, to see, at least, if the town was set the same 
way as I had seen it in my visieu. I ianA erery thiug the 
tame ; the brig, the auld abbey, an' the three-neukit stane 
sh^ut like a cocldt hat, mid-way between them ; but I coud- 
na' get it houkit^ for the fo'k were a' gaun asteer, an' ay this 
' ane was ^ying an' looking at me, an' the tither ane wa« spy- 
ing an' lookiBg at me. Sae I hides my mattocks in a corner 
if the auld aUwy-ldrk, an' down I gaes to saunter a while 
about the water side, to see if the Kelso fb'k wad settle with- 
in their tun doors, an' mind their ain bnsi^Ks. I badba' been' 
lang at the water side, till I sees a bare sitting sleepisg' m her 
den. Now, tbiniu I, diat would be a good dinner for Tibby 
an' the bairns, an' me. Sae I slides away rery oinnLsgly, 
Dd 
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never letting wit that I saw her ; but I bad nif ee gledgin' 
ont at tbe tae nde ; an' m soon lu I wan finDcnt ha-, I threw 
mywl' crop aboon her a' my length. Then ihe waw'd, an' 
the Bcream'd, an' she spmwled, till I dionght the wad win 
awayfraenne; bat atlen^h I grippit herby the AroaL 'Ye 
auld witch, that ye are,' quo' I ; ' I'r do for ye now. Bat, wi' 
that, the hare gae me sic a drive wi' a' herfbur ftet at ance, 
that she gart me flee aff frae aboon her like a drake into the 
hard stanea at the water nde, 1^ I was amaist M'd. An' 
there I lay groaning ; an' the hare she lay i' the Ut Kxeamin. 
Rty my case I where had I been a' the time, but aonnd deep- 
in' i' my ain bed ? An' instead o' catchin' a hare, I had catch'd 
naething bat auld Tibby Stott, poor creature ; an' had amaiat 
smothered her an' choakit her into the bargain. 

" I was really excessively griered thi« time ; but what could 
I help Hf I ran an' liglitit a candle ; an' I thought my heart 
should hae broken, when the poor thing got up on her bore 
knees, an' bc^t me t« spare her life. • Dear Tibby Stott ? 
quo' I : • Tibby, my woman," I says to her, • It will be the 
last thing that ever I'll think of to hann your life, pow cre»< 
ture!' says I. 

" Na, na, but John, I heard ye ca' me an awfii' like name for 

a man to ca' h» wife ; an' ye stud that ye wad do for me now." 

" • Tibby Stott, my woman,' quo I ; ' I'm really sorry for 

what has happened; but ye maun fotgi'e me, for in Mth an' 

troth I thou^t ye war a. hare.' 

" A bare I Na, na, John, that winna gang down — Had ye 
■aid ye thought I was a mare, or a caumel, I might hae ex- 
ctued ye. I'm sure liere wad hae been fer less difference in 
size wi' the tane as the tither." 

" Tibby Stott^B no that fiw wrang there, thinks I to mysel, 
horn daft as she is." 

" But, John, what did ye tak me for the ither night, when 
jt rttckit me wi' a loom needle into the bane?" . . 
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- " ' Indeed, Tibby, I'm amaiat ashamed to aay it j but I 
tbou^t ye war a three-neukit stane, i' the shape of a cockit 
bat.' " 

- When Tibby Stott heard this, she Arew quietly to her clotha. 
Mid hartened out of the house. She was dow quite darned, 
dimking that her husband had lost his reaeon ; and, running 
to one of the neighbouring cottages, she awakened the fiunily, 
and related to them her tale of dismay ; informing them, that 
her husband had, in the first place, mistaken her fop a three- 
cornered stone, and had stabbed her through tJie haunch trith 
a loom needle. ThU relation only exdted their merriment ; 
but when she t^d them, that a few minutes ago he had mis- 
taken her for a hare, and, getting above her, bad srazed her by 
the throat, trying to worry her for one, it made them look 
aghast, and they all acqui^ced in the belief, that Jt^ had been 
bitten by a mad dog, and was now seized with the malady ; 
and that, whnt he tried to weary his wife for a hare, he had 
believed himself to be a dog, a nerer-^ing symptom of the 
distemper. Their wholeconoemnow waB,bow toget thepoor 
diildren out oi the hou«e ; for they dreaded, that, on the re- 
turn of his fit, he might mbtake them all for liares crouching 
in their dens, and worry every one of them. Two honest 
weavers therefore volunteered their services to go and recon- 
noitre, and to try if poesit>Ie toget oat the unfortunate children. 

Now it BO happened, that John was curiously engaged at the 
very time that these men went to the window, which was pro- 
ductive of another mistake, and put the villagers into the most 
dreadful dismay. Aa aoon as he observed that Tibby Stott 
stayed so long away from her bed, he suspected that she had 
left the house ; and, on rising to search for her, he soon found 
his conjecture too true. This he regretted, thinking that she 
would make fools both of herself and him, a thing which John 
accounted very common for wives to do, as the man had no 
better experience j and, not doubting but that his presence 
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woi^d be likdy to n^c tfaingi wmm, be avolce the ddist 
girl, ffhoK BUM wu Grace, (the mott nsappn^ate one tirt 
could hare been bestowed,) and deured her to go and bii^ 
bttdf her nioilier. At £nt she refused to move, grumUuig 
(KoeiNTdy, lad InddiBf her fiither go himadf; bat Jiikn, at 
last, hy diat of npofit«ilati<w, 8«ttiiig her to caiii{dy, the r»< 
quested him to brief her Bome clothes, and her Btockingt amd 
Aots firoBi beyond the fire. John called her a good giiri, and 
ran, naked a« be wm, to bring her ai^orel. The dothe* fae 
fodnd as fike directed km, and hastening to the form beyond 
dte fire to bring her Btodciogt and Bhoee, he iet down the iamp 
and lifted tben. The itodtingi being tied together by a pur 
of long nd garten, John found that he could not cairy thaa all 
cmiTeaimtly, m he toiA the clotiies and the Aoes ia one hand, 
the iMWp ai the oth«-, and the etaninw Modcinga and red 
garten, in hie hurry, be took m hii teeth. Id thia most eqiux 
Tocal .atuMicHi wm JoIhi tm discorcred hj the two teen a> 
they peejied in at the window, on which they Sed with pre- 
dpitation, while thnr breaMe wtn tiirsbbing with horror. 

When they retamed to the houte whldi they had latdy 
left, they fonsd a number of ^ villagcn anemUed, all g^H 
isg in dismay at the n«w(, that the latig wmmt, aa Uiey always 
styled John Gray, was gone mad, and hod tried to worry hb 
wife for a hare. Scarcely had they nrallowed this unconunoB 
acddent, when the two men entered ; and the additional hor- 
ror of the party may hardly be described, when they told 
what they had «een, " Mercy on us a*, ara !" cried they, 
" what will be done? John Gray has worried ane o' the lag*. 
es already ; an' we saw hiin wi' our een, rinning up an' down 
the house naked, wi' her claes a' torn i' the tae hand, an' her 
heart, liyer, and thrapple in his teeth, an' his een glaadn* 
like caBdleg!'' The women uttered an inToluntary scream ; 
the men groaned in spirit ; and the Rey. Jt*n Matthews, tha 
Antiburgher minister rf the Tillage, who had likewise been 
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called up, and had joined the group, proposed that dieyehould 
say prayers. The motion was agreed to without a diviHon ; the 
minister became a mouth, aa he termed it, to the party, and did 
not ^1 to remember the malady of the lang w^avei-, and the 
danger to which hia children were exposed. 

While they were yet in the midst of their devotioiu, the 
amiable Grace Gray entered, inquirinf for her mother; but, 
after many interrogatioM, both by the miniBter and others, 
the villagers remained in uncertainty with regard to the state 
of John's malady untU it was day. But then, on his appear- 
ance, coining in a hurried manner toward the house to seek his 
' wife and daughter, there was such a disperaon ! He ran, and 
she ran, and there was no one ran faster than the Anti- 
burgher minister, who eacxpeA praying, as he flew, that the 
Lord would make his feet as the feet of hinds upon the moun- 
tains. However, the whole fracas of John's hydrophobia end- 
ed without any thing very remarkaUe, «ave these : that Tibby 
Stott a^ed her daughter with great earnestness, " Whilk tf 
them it was that was worried ? an' hoped in God that it wasna 
little Grouchy." This was a poor decrepid, insignificant child, 
who was, however, her mother's darling, and whose loss would 
have been more regretted by her than all the rest of the liunily 
put together. The other remarkable drcumstance was, that 
the story had spread so rapidly, that it never could be recall-- 
ed or again assimilated to the truth, and it is frequently re- 
lated as a fact over all the south country to this day, among 
the peasantry. Many a time have 1 heard it, and shuddered 
at the story ; and I am sure many, into whose hand these tales 
may fall, have likewise heard the wofiil relation, that aweav- 
er in Mtddleholm was once bit by his own terrier, and that, fire 
years afterwards, he went mad, and tiied to worry his wife, 
who escaped ; but that he succeeded in wearying his daugjiter, 
and, on the neighbours assemUing and breaking into the borne, 
Dde 
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thM h« WM found in the horrible guwe in which the tw« 

men had described him. 

John continued to be eytd wHfa dirk and lurking «aipidon 
for wane time ; bat he cued very little about Rich mlgar 
miglftkes, for hia mind was more sai nore taken up about 
finding poges. This reiterated riaton of tiie old gnj-haA- 
ed monk, the town of Ketao, tbe bridfe, the abbey, and the 
three-neukit atanetike a cockit hat, bad now taken m full uid 
ample posxesuon of hu hrain, that he thought of it all day, 
and by night again riiited it in hia dreann. Often had he 
been therein idea, and, a» hebriiered, in Bpirit, while his mor> 
tal part was lying dormant at the wrong tide of Tibby Stott ; 
but, at the long and the last, he molred to go there in persm, 
and, at all events, to see if the town wm the «ame ai Iiad been 
reprewDted to him in his risions. 

Accordingly, John set out, one morning early in the aprii^, 
on his way to the to^n of Kelso; but he would neither tdl 
hia wife, nor any one about Uiddleholm, where he was going, 
er what he was going about. He went as be wax, with hn 
BtaiF in bis hand, and his long bonnet on his head, without any 
of hie Diattodu for digging or hearingup broad, stones, although 
he knew that purses were generally hid below them. Therefore 
John ielt as disconsolate by tbe way as a pariah-minister 
does who goes from home to fMvach without a sermoB in hia 
pocket, or like a warrior going out to battle without his armour 
or weapons. He had, bendes, hot very little money in hia pock- 
et ; only a few halfpence, and theae he found could be but ill i^tai^ 
ed at home ; and the only hope he had, was in the great aum of 
money tliat lay bid beneath the three-neukit stane like a 
cockit hat, which itane, he knew, lay exactly mid-way be- 
tween the end of &t bridge and die north comer of the abbey. 
John arrived at the lovely town of Kelso a little before the 
going down of the sun, and immediatdy aet out about aurrey- 
ing the premiaeai but, to his great disappointment, he found 
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that Bothini: wot the ume as it had been thowa to hiat in hit 
dream. The town and tb« »bbey were both on the wrong 
Bide of the itver, tnd he scarcely felt convinced that it wa« 
the some place. Moreover, the middle fipace between tlie end 
of the Ividge and the abbey it wa« impoauble to fix on, owing 
to some houses that interrupted the line. However, he look* 
ed narrowly and patiently all the way, from the one to the 
other, for the three-cornered stone, often efa^ping' to KT»pe 
avay the dust with his hands or feet from the sides of every 
broad one, to ascertain its exact form. He found many broad- 
ish stones, and some that inclined a little to a triangular form, 
but none of them like the one he had dreamed c^; thougb 
there vere some that he felt a strong inclination to raise up, 
merely that he might see what wag below them, 

Bnt the more he looked, the better was he convinced, thrt 
the middle space between the abbey and the bridge wu occu- 
pied by an old low<roofed house, within which the three-cov 
nered stone, and the poee of course, behoved to be. Four or 
five times, in the course of his investigations, did Joba draw 
near to' the door of this house, and every dme stood heulUing ' 
whether or not he should enter ; but, as he had resolved to tail 
his errand to no one living, not forfear of b^nglaugh«dat, bnt 
for fear any one should come between him and the poae, be 
declined going in. 

Not having enougfi of money to procure himself a nigiiVi 
lodging at an inn, he went and bought a peanyworth of bread 
at a baker's shop, that he might not be chargeable to any one ; 
and, going down to tbe aide of the river, he made s heartT 
supper on his roll, drinking a little pure water to it. It 
was here that John, to his infinite pleasure, first discorded 
a rimilarity between his vision and the existing scene. For, 
be it remembered, that, in tme of his dreams, he went down 
to the side of the rirer Tweed to while awaj the time, and 
there discovered a hare sitting in ber fbim. He mnr nmein- 



820 WINTER EVKKtNG TALES, 

bered having teen tliu very icene in hia dream, which he now 
looked on, all in the nme amngement, and thenceforward felt 
a oanvict'ion, that thii viuoa would not go for nothing. He 
then went into a narrow street that stretched to the eastward, 
as he described It, and went on till he heard the well-known 
sound of the jangling of weavers' beadles- As the prorerb 
g«et, " Birds of a feather flock ay thegfther;" into that 
house John went, and asked the privitc^ (^a bed, telling them, 
he himself was a poor weaver, who had come a long jour- 
ney, in hopes to recover a large sum of money in the town, 
but not haringasyct been successful, he had not wherewith to 
pay his night's lodging at an inn. The honest people made 
him very welcome, for the people of that beautiful town, from 
the highest to the lowest, are noted for a spirit of benevolence. 
But they tried in vain to pry into hi* business, and to leam who 
the creditor was fMm whom he expected to recover the sum 
of money. John, on the other hand, was very inquisitive of 
his host about the old abbey— what sort of people the monks 
were-^ow they were dressed, and if they had much mcmey— 
what they did with it on a sudden invasion by the Enj^isli ? 
and, in particular. Where he tuppoted to be exactly the trnddle 
apace bettteen the bridge and the abb^ ? The man answered 
all his queries civilly; and, though he sometimes suspected 
hb gueet of a little derangement in intellect, gave him what 
information he could on these abstruse pmnta ; manifesting all 
the while, however, a dispoution rather to enter into a debate 
fjMMit some of the modem tenets of religion. This John avdd- 
ed as much as possible.; for, though John was an Antiborgher, 
: he knew little more abont the matter, save that his sect was 
right, and all the rest of the world wrong, which was quite luf- 
ficient (ot him ; but, finding that the Kelso weaver was not 
disposed lo readily to admit this, he waived the engagement 
from time to time, and always introdoced the more interatang, 
and not less mysterious suliject, of purses bidden in the eartii. 
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Next morning Joho wu wrtf Mtlr, snd biuily engaged in 
seftTch of the thrm-corneiecl stone ; but stUl ^th the mne 
BUCce«H ; end ever end a.Titm hii inTert^Btiotu brought him 
to the door of the loir^oolied uctent honse befwe i&eatk)ned, * 
irhtch lie still nirreyied with « wistAil huA, m if dedroiu to 
enter. I%e eccui4er oi thii <M maiuion wai * cdiihler, & men < 
stricken in yean, who bad a itall in the one end of it, while 
hia wife and daughter kept a noall &uit-thop in the Other, 
and by these meani earned a decent livelihood. Thu cobbler, 
being a very industrious mani wai at hii wwk both iMe 
and early, and had «oted nil John's motiMis the erening be- 
fore, aa well as that morning. Curioiu to know what were 
die atranger's motivo in prying ra mnch abont hii door, he 
went out and acooeted him, just aa be was in tlie aet of tto(ip> 
ing to dean Ae dust away from the sidee of a Invad stone to 
see what diape it was. As be spoke, John turned round hia 
head and looked at him ; but be was so unaxed at tbe figure 
be saw, that he could not articulate a syllable. " Whftf i the 
mittter w'ye, friend f" said the oobU^ ; " or what is it yoa hw 
kst i" Jdin still could not speak a word ; but there he stuck, 
with one knee leaning on the ground, his muddy bond* 
banging at a distance from his body, like a man going to leap, 
bis head turned round, and his mouth open, g^ing on this 
qiparition of a cobbler. The Utter, at once concaving Uiat 
he bad addressed a mgjiiac, stood uid gaxed at biro in silence 
and ^ty. John was the first who broke silence, and certain- 
ly his addre» had not the effect of removing the cobbler's 
apprehenuons. " The warld be a wastle us 1 friend, is diis 
yoa ^" said John. " There's nae doubt o't ata', man," return- 
ed the cobbler ; " this is me, as sure as that is you ; but wha 
vtber you or me is, I fency me or you disna very wed ken." 
" Honest man, do you no ken me ?" nid John ;" tell me 
honestly, did you never see my fiice afiire?" " Why," said 
the c<^bUer, " I now think I hare seen it befi»e ; but where. 



«W WINTEB EVENING TALKS. 

I do not recollect.'' " Wu it in tbe nighUtinM (»■ tbe day- 
time that you Mw me ?" said Jdin. " Certunly, ne^er ia 
the ni^t-time," returned Ibe cobbler. " Tben I bncy I am 
• wnag," said John ; " I'm forgetting myael', aa' no tbinlcin' 
what I'm apeakia' about; but I aux youi pBrdoih" " O there's 
aae offence, honest inend," qaoth the cobbler; " no ae grain : 
It is only a aaa,' mistake; you thought it wu me, and 1 
thou^t it was ygu, an' it seems it turns out to be neitbo- the 
one nor the other." The cobbler'a wit was loit upoa John, 
who again sunlf into silence, and gazed; for he saw that this 
andent cobbler was the very individual person that had 
speared to him in his sleep, and tcdd him of tbe treasure. 
And, still to iqtproumate the nsion cloaer to reality, the 
cidibler wore a large three-cockit hat on bis head. John was 
in utter consternation, and knew not what to make of it. He 
■aw that it was not a three-neukit stane which the cobbler wore 
on hia head, and though very like one is colour, yet that it 
had once been felt. Still the hat had such a stiiking rCKm- 
blance to the stone which John had w often seen in his 
risioD, that he was satisfied the one was represented by the 
othtt'. He saw there was something extraordinary in the 
case, and something that boded him luck ; but how to solve 
this mystery of the three-neukit stane and the cockit hat, - 
John was greatly at a loes. He had no doubt that he had 
found the cue to the treasure; f(»r he had found dtis cockit hat 
exactly mid-way between the bridg« and the north comer of 
the abbey, as nearly as he could judge or measure^ It was 
not indeed a three-neukit stane, but it was very like one ; 
and at any r^te, it was the very thing, shape, and size, and 
all, that he had dreamed about, and under which he had 
been assured the gold was hid. Above all, here was the rerjr 
person, in form, vmce, size, and feature, whose image bad 
appeared to him in his sleep, and had held repeated conren»- 
taous with him on the subject of the hidden poee; but then. 
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Wliat was there below tbe hat lave the cobbler, and he could 
not posnbly be a pan full of gold and ailver f The coUcid^oce 
wu howerer too BtrUdug to be parsed orer jrithout scrutmy. 
Even the wiscat of men would have been Struck with it, and 
have tried to find out aome solution ; and curious would I 
be to knuw what a wise man, in guch a case, would have 
thought of the matter, 

John, as I aud, ws« the ptitlm^her of nature, and alwa}^ 
fixed an the moet obvious and simple solutions, in determining 
oa effects firom their general causes. He first asked of the 
cobbler a nght of his hat; whidi being granted, he looked 
inude of it ; but perceiving that there was neither money nor 
lining of any sort there, he returned it, saying, it was a 
curious hat. He then asked the cobblerj seriously, if he had 
never swallowed any gold. The other said, he had not tp his 
knowledge. " At least," said John ; " you certainly could 
not swallow any very large quantity? Very weel, then, 
frien' ; if yell be sae gude as to stand a wee bit back."' The 
cobblo' did so; and John, marking the precise spot where he 
had been standing, and on which he had first seen him in bin 
real corpcveal being, went directly to procure mattocks to dig 
with, thinking it would .to a certainty be below that spot, 
and of coune virtually covered by the bat at the time he first 
saw its ample and triangular form. 

He soon got a pick and spade, and fell to digging on the 
ude of the narrow street with all expedition, to the great 
amusement of the old cobbler, who, for fear of incurring blame 
from big townsmen, went into his stall, and aw^ted the issue 
of this singular adventure. 

Poor John was hungry, and the column of air was become 
to oppressive on him, that he felt as if his life depended on 
hb success, and wrought with no ordinary exertion. The 
pit waxed In its dimensions, and deepened exceedingly. He 
fint came to sand, then to the loam, at which time his h(q»es 

,ClH..(lc 
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nD rery htgli, for he fouDd two or three ranll bonct, irhii^ 
be was mire had omx fbnned « part of the body of aome 
immeiuely rUb lAbot ; and finally he came to a itiff, almeit 
an impenelratde till. Nertrthdoi he ccatinued to dig, until 
, the town's people, bc^ibmuig to more about a* the mwnin^ ad> 
VUMed, gathered about him, and atked him what he meaiit 
' Hedeeired them to mind thnr ownlninneN,andlethiMi wnd 
hit ; and oo tbii the firtt oomen went away, thinking he vu 
-a man em|doyed in repairing the street ; but it was not long 
ere two town offices arrired, and forced him to deuBt, threati 
ening, diat if lie reAued to oranply, and to fill up the hal« es< 
actly as he found it, they would carry him to fnaoa, and kavt 
him pnnlihed. John was forced to yield, sod once hmr 
abandon hia gtJden dresm. He filled up the ph with ffri- 
dent marks of cliagrin and diaappointmoit, some arening 
that ^ey eren saw the t«ars dnqiinng frran his ^ee, tati 
mixing wit}) tlie graveL He bad now nothing for it, but to 
. return as he came, and a[^^ to the wreldied loom Mice i 
more. He even knew not where he was to proertre a break- | 
last, and stilt less how Tibby Stott, poor creature 1 and the 
children, were tweakfarting at h(»iie. The c&ixn vktA bim 
whence he come, and what he wanted; but he niaaed to 
sadsfy tbem ; and after he had made the street as it was, and . 
to thnr satisfaction, they left him. 

There was something so whimncal in aU that the cobbler 
had witnessed, that he determined, if possible, to find out 
something of tbe man's meaning. He dreaded that he wa* a 
little deranged in hta intellecU; still there was a bannlen 
simplicity about tlie stranger that int^ested him; and he 
thought he discerned glimpses of shrewdness that could not 
possibly be inherent in an idiot. Accordingly, as soon as the 
crowd had dispersed, and John had lifted fais plud and staff, 
and blown his nose two w three times, as he took a last look 
<rf the bridge and the old abbey, the cobbler went out to him. 
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addrened him with kindncw, «nd beueched him to ^ in, and 
take share of liii (HeakOMt. 

Thtmkfiilly did John accept of the invitatioD, and sddooi 
h» « man done more justice to hie entcrtainer'R hoapitality, 
tjtan our hero £.i that morning. After despatching a bowl- 
fliH of good oatmeal porridge, washed down with a bottle of 
bride treacle ale, the cobbler's daughter presented them with 
a large cut of broiled salmon. This rich and solid &re an- 
swering John's complaint exceedingly well, he set to it with 
«o much generous aridity, that the cobbler restrained himself, 
and suffered his guest to realise the greater part of it. The 
delightful sensations excited by this repast raised John's heart 
a little aborfi his late disappointment, and even before the sal- 
mon was finished, he had begun to converse with some spirit. 
But his sphere of conversation was rather of a circumscribed 
nature, being confined to one olject, namely, that of poses 
hidden in the earth, with its collateral brandies. He asked 
the cobbler what sort of men tbe monks were, who had lived 
in tliat grand abbey — of the abbots that governed them — tbe 
sources of their great riches, and how they disposed of these 
on any invasion by the English. 

There was no subject on which the cobbler loved more to con- 
verse, having himself come of that race, and, as he assured 
John, the sixth in descent from tbe last abbot and a lady of 
high quality; he, and his forebears bo fiirback, having been 
the fruits of a Christmas confession ; and that, had the esta^ 
blishment still continued, he would in all likelihood have at 
that day been abbot bimself. He shewed John an old char- 
ter on emblaconed vellum, granted by Malcolm the fourth to 
the abbey of Kelso, on the removal of the Cistertian Monks 
&om Selkirk to that place ; and he talked so long on the cus- 
toms and usages of the monks, the manner of lives they led, 
their fasts, holidays, and pilgrimages, ihsX John never tliouj^t 
^' Ceo,* 
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to be M weary of mooacliuni ; no nwDtion haYing; ever been 

made of their poses in all this lengthcDed diKoane. 

After break&«t, the cobbler pledged John in a bumper of 
brandy, and then banded bii guest another, which John tocdi 
with a bliuhing unUe, and, after haMinf it up between him 
and the light, to enjoy its pure dark colour, he drank to tbe 
i;ood health of the cobbler ; and, a» the greatcrt bleesing' on 
earth that he could think of, wished he mi^t find a good 
pose. 

The cobbler, thinking he now had his guest in the proper 
key, asked him to explain to him, if he pleased, the motives of 
his procedure that moraiog and last night ? John laughed 
with a sly leer, Int his lip, and, looking at the women who 

.^ iwere bustling ^butjnd b^n, at leugth told his host, that if he 
was to tell him that, he must tell bim by himself; on which 

"^ they went into the stall, and after John had desired the cob- 
bler to shut tbe door, he addressed him as fi^ows : 

" Now, ye sec, friend, ye're sic an honest kind man, that 
I canna refuse to tell you ony thing ; an' for that cause, I'll 
tell you the plain truth ; but, as I ken you will think me a 
great fool, I'll neither tell you my name, nor my wife's name, 
nor the name o' the place where I bide j but it is a wee Int 
out o' Keleo ; no very far ; I can gang hame to my dinner. 
Ye maun just let that safiafy you on that score, Weel, ye 
see, du<na I dream ae night, that there's an autd oon pan, Ai' 
o' gold an' eilfer, hidden aneath a queer shapen stane, exactly 
mid-way atneea the end o' your brig an' the s«Hth neuk o' 
the auld abbey there ; an' 1 dreamed it sae aft, that I could 
get nae rest ; for troth it was like to mislead me, an' pit me 
by mysel a' thegither. To sickan a hei^t did the fle^wT 
rin in my imagination, (hee, hee, bee ! h the door doss, 
think ye ?) ilial I mistook the stane that wrs happin the pose, 
and, raeanini; to pit a mark in it to ken it by, (Will naebody 
hear us, think ye ?) disna 1 rin a lang sharp bodkin into the 
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head i' the rang aide o' my wife, poor creature ! till I e'en gart 
her flkirl like a gait, aa' was amaist fleyed her out o' her wit«. 
An' there was ae night ^er that, she ran a greater risk still. 
Sae, troth, just to prevent me frae fo'ing till her wi' a pick an' 
a *pade mme nig^t, an' to eee gin it wad help me to ony bet- 
ter blink o' reit, I was fein to come to Kelso yestreen, to see 
if there wa* aie a thln^ or no. Ao' this morning, when you 
and 1 first met, ior reasooa that I needna an' canna weel ex- 
plain, I thought 1 had fotuid the rery spot. Now, that's the 
main truth; an" I daresay you will think me a great fool." 

The cobbler, who was mightily amused by this statement of 
&4:t8, answered as follows : " A man, my good friend, may 
act foolishly at a time, an' yet do be a'thegither a'fool. To 
be A fool, you see, is to — ia to — Id abort, it's to be a fo(J — a 
bom fool like. But it is a Gallic word that, an' has mony 
meaningB. Now, dreaming diaua make a man a fool ; but it 
malcea him a fool eae far, that he may play the fool in hii 
dream. He may rise in his sleep, an' ptay the foot ; but if he 
ditma play the foot after he wakens, he canna just be ca'd an 
absolute foc^ Bat it is the fod, who, after he has dreamed, 
talcea a' his dreams for reality. At least, it is acting very 
foolishly to do that." " I thought your speech wad land 
there," stud John. " No, but stay till I explain myself," eaid 
tlie cobbler. " O, ye needna fash, the thing's plain enough," 
■ud John ; " I maun think about setting awa' hame." " Stop 
a wee Int, man," Mud the cobbler, taking bold of John's coat as 
he was rising, " I liae a queer story to tetl you about a purse 
afore ye gang away, that wilt explain the matter wi' tnair 
dearnen an' precision than a' the learning an' logic that I'm 

" It is ower true, what I maun tell you, honest man, that I 
am very ill for dreaming mysel, an' mony a wild unsonsy 
dream' I hae had ; an' the mair I strave against it, I grew 

C.jniMOvCOO'^lu 
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■ye the vraur. Wh» I wu a young chrild, Oiav ww hardly 
a night that I dldna dream I was a monk, an' coofeanng 
tome ane or ither a' the bonny hiagea aa' wires about Kelao. 
An' HC tales b« I thought they tauld me I Then, when I saw 
them again nttin' i' the kirk, vri' their douse decent faces, I 
coudna get their coDfewiong out o' iny mind, gude ibigi'e me J 
an' 1 tud some kind o' inldin' about my heart, thai they were 
a' true. There was the folly o' the thing ! Then I had nae 
sooner closed my een the neist niglit than I was a monk again, 
and bard engaged at the auld buuneas. There was ane Bese 
Kelly, a fine apankin' lass, that a' the lads were like to gang 
wudd about ; I'm sure I confessed Bees mur nor a huudra- 
times i' my steep, an' mony was the sin I pardoned til her." 
John chuckled, and grinned, and made every now and then a 
long neck by the cobbler, to see if theduor was doseenough shut; , 
but when he reached thus fax, John rose, paned him, and fidt 
the lateh ; utd though the door was shut, he gave It a posh with 
hisshould^, to make it, ifpos8ible,goalittlecloaer. "Friend, 
I can tell you," said John; "that may he.bere that ken, an' 
here thai dinna ken ; but that's a rery queer story. So you 
always dreamed you were a monk ?" " So often," mid the 
cobbler, " that the idea became familiar to me; and even io , 
the day time, I often deemed myself one." " So did I," said 
John ; " it became familiar to me too, and I Hiougbt you a 
monk both by night and by day." Thecobhier stared at John, 
and thought him mad in good earnest; but the latter, feeling 
tliat he was going to divulge more perhapt than prudence and 
caution with regard to hidden poses warranted, corrected him'* 
self by saying, that he thought he resembled one of that order, 
in his grave decent appearance, which was all he meant to 
say. The cobbler then went on. 

" Weet, I'm no yet come to the story I was gaun to tell yon. 
I had sic a dream last night, as I hae nae had these twenty 
years ; and, I think, 1 never had sic a queer dream in my 
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Mte. An' thed'it waa lae like your aiD, too ; ^ it was about 
a hiddeo purse." " Aye aye, man I" said John, " Gude sauf 
us ! what wM't ? but bW^ a wee till 1 see if the door be close 
steekit." Jrfin again felt the door, gave it another push, and 
then sat down, with opea mouth and ears, to drink in the 
story of the cobbler's dream. 

" I was da usual a monk, and had gane out after Tcspers to 
take a walk by the side o' the Tweed ; an' as I was gaun down 
by the boat-pool foot, I sees an ill-faur'd-loo&ing carle, some- 
thing like yourgel', sitting eatiag a rolf, an' he'd a living bare 
lying beside bini that he had catched in her den." — " Honta 
friend I" said John, " l»ut did you really dream that?" " In 
very deed I did," said the cobbler, " why do you doubt it?" 
" Because, friend," said John, " they may be here that ken, 
an' here that dinna ken; but that's a very queer dream indeed." 
" There's nae doubt o't," said the cobbler ; " but stay till you 
hear it out Weel, I says to the carle, (he was very like you,) 
friend, will you sell your hare?" ' Hout na, quo* he, ' you 
palmer bodies are a' pour, ye hae nae sae muckic siller atween 
you an' poverty as wad buy my hare. Ye're a very poor man, 
monk, for a' the rich confessions ye hae made, an' ye're a daft ,'r»' 
nan, that's waur ; but, an' ye wad like to be rich, I can tcll^ 
you where you will get plenty o' goud an' siller.' " I thankit 
the carle, an' said there were few that wadna' like to be richer 
than tbey were, an' I had nae objections at a' to the thing." 
' Weel, weel,' quo* he; ' he that hides kens best where to seek ; 
but there was mony ane i' the days o' langsyne, wha haid 
weel, but never wan back to howk again. Gang ye your 
ways west the country the morn, an" spier for a place tbey ca* 
Middleholm ; an' when ye come there, speer for a man they 
ca' John Gray. Gang ye into his garden, an' ye will find 
thirteen apple-treet in it, six at the head, an' six at the foot, 
an' ane in the middle.' — ' Hout, friend !' stud John, inter- 
rupdng bim, ' but are ye no joking.^ did you really dream. 
E 62 
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Hat y " At sure as yon mm is in the heaven, I did," raid the 
cobbler; " why should you doubt it P" ' Beouiw ye we, Iriend,* 
laid John, ' they are here that ken an' here that dinna' ken ; 
but, let me tell you, that's a very queer dream indeed. Wed, 
what did the feanoroe carle say mair ?' 

" ' Gang ye into that garden/ quo' he, ' an' be^n at the 
auld apple-tree in the middle, an' honk deep in the yird be> 
low that treej an' you will find an auld pan filled Ai' o' mo&ey 
to the ee. When ye hae diBpOHed o' that, if ye like to gang 
hack to that man's gfarden, an' howk wed, you will find a poae 
o' r^ goud aueatb every apple-tree that's in it.' Kow, wad- 
nae ye hae reckoned me as a fool if 1 had taen a' this for truth i 
an' thought I was acting very foolishly, if I had gaoe away 
into the west country, asking for a place an' a man that per- 
haps hae nae existence P To hae gane about, as our school 
■-'.lifl. rhyme says, spearing for 



An' the bird Hut never flew.' 

' O there's nae doubt o' the thing, fi-iend, it wad hae been 
great nonsense — there's nae doubt o't at a'. But yet, for a' 
that, it's the queerest dream, ae way an' a' ways, that I ever 
heard i' my life ; an' I hae a great mind to gang an' speer after 
the place an' the man mysel'. If I get as good a breakfast, 
an' as good a dram, as I did for the last pose I howkit, my 
lal^oiu- winna' be lost a'thegither.' 

The cobUer laughed, and wished John all manner of suc- 
cess ; and the latter parted from him with many professions of 
esteem ; and, in higher spirits tlian ever he was before, he went 
straight home to Tibby Stott and Middlehr^m, and prepared 
next morning to begin and root up the old apple-tree in the 
middle of the garden. Now, there were exactly thirteen trees 
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ID it. Hi the cobbler saiA ; a circumBtance of wbicb the owner 
was Hot avare till that very n!gfat when he returned from Eeko. 

Poor Tibby Stott wae right glad to see her huaband agaia, 
for the report in the village was, that he had ran away mad ; 
and, ai ihe countty people were in terrible alarm abnut that 
time for msd dogs, and pursuing and killing them every day, 
Tibby dreaded that poor John would be shot, or tticked with 
long forks, like the rest. She viewed him at fint with a jeal- 
ous eye; but, on seeing him BO good-humoured and kind to the 
children and herself, she becatne quite reconciled to him, and 
wept for joy, poor creature! at getting him back again ; for 
she found she would have been utterly helpless without hin, 
although ten times a-day she called him a coot-lke-looin. John 
told her how he had travelled to Kelso, and spent a day and a 
night' there on some irop(Hlant business, luid had only wared 
one penny ; and, among other things, how be had learned to 
cultivate hia garden so aa to make it produce great riches. 

Nest morning, as soon as it was day, John began a digging 
at one ude of the old apple-tree, but he was terribly impeded 
by roots, and came very ill speed. Some of these he cut, and 
digged in below others ; for he found, that when tliey were 
cut, they impeded his progress nearly as much as before. By 
the time the villagers rose, John had made a large pit ! bat 
then the alarm began, and spread like wild-fire, that the lang 
weaver was come home again madder than ever, and had been 
working all night digging a grave in his garden, which every 
one suspected he meant for Tibby Stott. The pit that he had 
made, by chance, bore an exact resemblance to a grave, and 
great was the hazz in the village of Middieholm that morning. 
The people gathered around him, at first looking cautiously 
over the garden wall ; but at last they cune close about him, 
every man with his staff in his hand, and asked him how he 
did, and what he was engaged in. John s^d he had been . 
away down the country, inquiring by what means to improre 
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liM garden, and he had been instructed to pnine the roots of 
hii a.pple-trees in place of tlie bnucbn ; ibr that they had run 
to wood belov the earth, which had been the cause of. thai 
grmfiag wild and barren. The viUagters knew not what to 
nake of this, it was so unliLe uiy thing that the laog weaver 
had ever done before; so they continued to hang' over him, and 
watch hii pmgresi, with all manner of attention. John saw 
tbis would never do, for they would discover all ; and then 
there were so many who would be for sharing the money 
along with bim, that a small share might only fall to hint ; 
and, moreover, if they told the lord of the manor, he would 
claim it altogether. 

John had a good deal of low cunning ; and, as he had now 
got very deep on one «de of the tree, in order to mislead the 
villagers, he took a wheelbarrow, and hurled a kind of MMir 
dung that had been accumulating around his cow-house for 
years, with which he crammed the pit that he had made below 
the tree, and, after covering it over with the mould, he tramp- 
ed it down. His neighbours then went away and left him, 
convinced that he had got some new chimera into h'u head 
about gardening, which would turn out a piece of folly at the 
last. John waa now left to proaecate his grand research quietly ; 
uave that Tibfay Stott never ceased entreating him " to mind 
his loom an' let the trees aJane." John answered with great 
rationality, " sae I will, Tibby, my woman, I will mind the 
loom ; hut ye ken a man maun do ae thing a£jre anither^" 

Towards the evening, Mr Mathews, theminister, went into 
the garden to gel a crack tet John, and see his new scheme 
of gardening. J(^n had now got to a considerable depth aa 
the south side of the tree, and, not much ngardiog the tame 
mwal remarks, or the threadbare puna of his pastor, (these 
two little amiable characteristics of the Calvinistical divine,) 
wa* plying at his task with all his might, for still aa he grew 
more hungry his exo'tions increased ; and just at that predotu 
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instaat, his spade rattled along tbe surface of a broad 6Ume. 
" John," Mud the minister, " What hare you gwt there, 
John?" ' I fancy I'm come to the solid rock now, air,' said 
John, ' I needaa' hovk na deeper here.' "John, give me 
the mattock, John," said the minister ; " I propine, that it 
would be nothing inconustent with prudence and propriety 
to investigate this matter a little. This' garden, as I under- 
stand, was planted by four friars of the order of St Benedict, 
who were the first founders of this village ; and these people 
had sometimes great riches, John. Give me the mattock, 
John, and if I succeed in raising that stwe, I shall clium aJI 
that is below it. " I wad maybe contest that point wi' your 
worship,' Bud Jdin ; ' for I can tell you what you will find 
below it' " And pray, what would I find below it, John ?" 
said the Antibui^er tniniiter. ' Juat yird an' stane to the f 
centre o' the globe,' said John ; ' an' sic a pit wad spoil my bit 
garden.' " Why, you are grown a wit, John," said the dlvinCi 
" as well as a gardener. That answer is very good ; nererthe- 
leas, give me the mattodc, John." 

The ministCT might as well have asked John's heart's blood. 
He determined to keep hold (A his spade, and liketrise the 
possession of his pit; yet he did not wish to fight the minister. 
So, turning his face to him, and keeping hia spade behind his 
back, he siud to him, ' Hout na, sir, ye dinna ken how to 
handle spades an' sh ools, gin' it be nae maybe the shoo) o' the 
word to delve into our hearts and souls wi'.' " There's more 
strength than propriety in that remark, John," said the minis* 
ter. ' But T can tell you, sir,' continued John, with a readi.< 
ness that was not customary with him, ' the hale secret o' 
the slane. Thae monk bodies were good gardeners, an' they 
laid aye a braid etane aneath the roots o' ilka fruit-tree that 
they plantit, to keep the bits o' tendrils frae gripping down 
to the cauld till, whilk wad soon spoil the tree.* " Why, John, 
I have heard of such an experiment, indeed; and I suspwt. 
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you hare guessed nearer to the truth than might hxn beea 
pthered from the t«uor of the foregoiog chapter (^ your TiEe-, 
Jc^; it is therefore vam for a. man to wute bis streagth 
tor nougjit. A ^ood eveoing to you, John." ' Gude e'en, 
gude e'en to your Reverence/ said J<An, u he turned about 
in hit hole, chuckling and laughing with delight ; and when 
' the Antibnrgber minister wa« fairly out at the gate, he nodded 
hie head, and said to himself, 'Sow, if I hae nae muinpit the 
minister, my name's no John Gray o' Middleholm. Thae 
gOBpel bodies want to hae a finger in ilba ane'a pye, hut they 
manna hae things a' their ain gate neither. O there's nae set 
o' men on the face of the yird as keen o' siller as the minis- 
ters ! Ane wad think, to bear them preach, that they held the 
warld quite at the staff's end ; but a' the time they're nibljiii 
niU>lin at it just like a trout at a worm, or a hare at a iaaU 
stock. He thought to bae my pose ! Let him hand him wi' 
bis steepia' — screw'd as it ia off the backs an' the meltith* o* 
mony a ^r body." 

John took hold of a stone hammer, and gare iite broad 
stone a smash on the one side. As he struck, the stone 
tottered, and John beard distinctly, something that jingled 
below it. The rery hairs of his head stood upright, be wai 
' in such agitation ! the hammer dropped from his band, 
and he jumped out of the pit, gazed all around him, and 
then ran towards the bouse, impelled by some inward feding 
to oommunicate his good fortune to bis partner ; but by the 
way reflection whispered in his ear, that Tibby Stott, pow 
creature ! was not the person calculated for keeping such an 
important secret. This set him back to his pose ; which, in 
trembling anxiety, be resolred to survey; and, cleaning all 
the earth from above the stone, he heaved it up, and there 
beheld • ••• ..*. 

It must not here be told what John beheld. — It would be 
to» much for the reader's happinen to bear. He miut bs 
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left to coDJecture what !t was that Jobs diacoTcred below 
that broad Btone, aod it is two to one he will guess wrong;, 
for dl that he has heard about it, and for aa plaio as matten 
bttve been made to him. John let the stone sink down Eigain 
—took the wheelbarrow, and filled the pit full of wet Btraw, 
which he judged better than dung ; then, covering: it orer 
with earth, he went into his supper of thin bleared bowidb, 
amid his confused and noisy family, all quarrelling about 
tbeir portioni; and finally, to his bed with Tibby Stott. 

That night, John drew nearer to Hbby than usual, and 
put hii arm around ber neck. " Wow, John, hinay !" 
quoth she, " what means a' this kindness the night?" 
" Tibby Stott, ray woman Tibby," said John, " I hae a 
secret to tell you ; but ye're to promise, an' swear to me, that 
ye're neyer to let it to the tap o' your tongue, as lang as ye 
hae life, afore ony body but mysel." Tibby promised all tbat 
John desired her, and ehe repeated as many oaths after him 
as he chose, eager to learn this great secret; and John, 
after affecting great hesitation and scruples, addressed her as 
foNows: 

" Tibby Stott, do you ken what was the matter wi' me, 
when I was. last sae unweel?" " Na, John, I didna ken 
then, nor ken I yet" " Bnt I keod, Tibby Stott ; and 
there's no antther in this world kens, or ever maun ken, but 
yoursel. I was very ill then, Tibby ; an' I was in a rery 
queer way. Ay, I was waur than ony body thought ! But 
do you ben bow I got belter, Tibby P" " Indeed, I dinna 
ken that nouther, John." " But I'll tell you, Tibby. I was 
brought to bed o' twa black birds; an' I hae them keepn 
concealed i' the house ; au' they're twa ill spirits, far waur 
than cockatiices. Now, if this war kend, I wad be hanged, 
an' ye wad be burnt at the stake for -a witoh ; tlierefore, keep 
the secret as you ralue both our lives. An', Tibby, ye 
maun nerer gang to look for thae twa birds, for if ever ye 
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find tbem, they'll flee away wl' you to as ill place ; an' mind 

ye an' dinna gang to be tellii^ this to ony living fleih, Tibbf 

Stott." 

" No, na, Jobn ; un' ye tud me, I lall nerer tak the tale 
o'er the tap o' my tongue. But, oh 1 alak! an wae'i lat- 
what'i to come o' ui ! Ye hae gart a' my flesh giire), J<iha ; 
to think that ercx my gudeman sude hae heen made a I 
mtther! an' th«i4o think what he's mither to! Mithero' 
twa de'ila t The Lord have a care o' ua, John ! wad it no be 
better to let the twa imps flee avay, or get Mr Mathews to , 
lair them ?" 

" But tent me here, Tibby Stott, my #oman, Tibby, 

they're sent for gude luck " 

" It can only be de'il'B luck, at the best, John ; an' his can 
never be good luck," 

- The best o" a' luck, Tibby ; for I can tell you, we'U 
never want aa laog as they are in the house. They'll bring 
me uller when I like, an' what I like ; an' a' that ye hae 
to do, is to baud your tongue, an' yell find the good o't ; but 
if ever ye let this secret escape you, we're ruined hip attd 
thigh for dfer." 

Hbby promised again for the sake of the money ; but the 
next morning before she swept her house, she ran in unto a 
n^g^bouring gossip, and addremed her as follows : 

" Wow, Jean, 1 hae gotten a screed o' unco news un' I last 
saw you ! I trow ye didna ken that we had a crying i' this 
town the tither week f" 

" I wat, Tibby, I never heard o" sic a thing afore." 
" Aye, but atween you an* me, there's a pair o' braw twins 
come to the warl, though nane o' the best hued anea that 
may be. But they'll be snug-keepit anea, an' weei-tochered 
anea, and weel kee[Ht out o' ught, as maiden's bairns should 
be. Aye, Jean, my dow; but an' ye kend wha's the mither 
o' them, your eeo wad stand i' back water wi' laug^in 1" 



■' Wbut?' Hout fioiTlbbyl { nt wcel it iuB Sm Bob- 
again, the Antibui^lier minister's housekeeper ?" 

" Wasr nor that yet ; an' ibat sad hie bcw, itt «mcb. 
Bat ye fee- the Aiag MOKiuia be tuild ; or die ye natui 
svear nevw to tell tt again at long as ye. lire." 

" Me tcH it i^n 1 Nali 1 It i« weel kend i Dever taold a 
aecret i' nay life. Ane may nMy Umt me m' eny thiogr- 
My fkther, honest nuut, used to cay to me, erea when I wai 
bat a #ee toddlin thiag-, that he had saa niudtk to il9|^ten t« 
me, that he could hae trustit me wi' a housefu' o' unteUed 
miUUtanet. Ike thing tkat's bred i' the bane wisoa easily 
diag out a' iht flwh. When I was sae tnuty then, tritat 
ihould I be now r 

" AjBf te be sure, there'* a ^«at deal in thai. It nys 
muekle for ane, when ane's pawrent can trust an^ lae a» to 
do M ame likes i' ane's house. My father wad never trust dm ' 
wi' a boddle ; hut mony a time he said I wad be a gr^o^ ?oc 
maa's wife, for that the_ belt thing ony body couhl do fer a 
poor . man, was to gie him employacnt, an' 1 was the ane 
that wad haiid miae busy for the maist part o^ the four »ai 
twenty heun. But for a' my btber's far-seen good senee, I 
hae had enench ado v¥ John Gray ; for though he's nae lad 
hand when he's on d>e loom, it is nae easy mattor lo keep 
him at the batt. But that's a' tiway tne our story. Sin 
yonr Aither could trust you sae ftu, I think I may trust you 
to^ only ye're to sayAc mre m daoh, you wUl never tell it 
again." 

Jane oomplied, as was most likely, for the sake of this my^ 
terioui and scandaloos story, as she deemed it to faej and lAer 
erery precaution od the part of Tibby Stott, her gOMp wa* 
utrusted with the whole. It would be endless to leeount 
all tho promises that were sttpuiatcd for, made, and broken at 
MJddMiolm, in tht coune of that day. Suffice it, tbat 
bebn night, eray one, both old aBdyeung, in tht ySUgt, 

Vol. I. F f 
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knew tint Ute iaag wetrer bad been lynmgki to bed o' Uoa 
black cram. 

TIu* wafttoo ridiculotK a itoiy to be beHtived, em by die 
ignomrt iBhabitanU of tbat andeat iSiage ; and, u JofiD 
■hrewdly antidpitted, tbey only laugbed «t Jtdin Gray's 
crssy wife. It piered however Ui \am, tbat it Wenld never 
do to tnwt his helpmate witk the Kcret of finding hidd^ 
pOMi, and that wbaterer money he drev from such funds, 
it fadiDved him to ucribe it to the generoaity of tiie two 
UwklHrdt. 

' So John arose one moonlight niglit, wbile otbers slept, 
went into his garden, and, removing the wet straw, be afjain 
lifted up the l»oad stone, and took from under it the valuable 
tieanire of which he had formdy made discovery. This 
wM nntber less nor more than the very thing he hod always 
been told of, both by the vision of tbe coMaler in his dream, 
and by the cobbler himself; namdy, an old pan filled with 
ctnns, of a date and reign John knew nothing ahout Nearly 
one-fourth of the whole bulk was aaade up of broad peccs 
«fgold, but very thin, enckwed in «me side of the panj the 
rest was all ulvo-, in a considerable state of decay. There 
lase lUcewiie among the gold, four rude square coins, about a 
quarts of an inch in thickness, and nearly the weight of a 
dollar each. John emptied them into a bag, and mardied 
straight to Edinburgh with his treasure; where, after a 
great deal of maaoeuviiBg, be sold the whide for the miser- 
able sum of £313; 12:6, being the exact value of the metal 
(as the man assured him) to a scruple. Jtdiii gOt his paymrat 
in g^ and sitTer, for he would have nothing to do with 
bank-notes, and brought the whole home w^ him. He 
knew nothing about putting money oat at interert ; and, stiU 
in fear lest he should be discovered, he hid it in the comer o( 
his ehc*^ resolved to live well ou it till it was done, and then 
dif up awtber tt«e, take the pose from below it, and sell. 
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and spend that in coorw ; and m on : fo' JtAn knev foket- 
]y trdl, tbat be bad a doxen of po«eg mtm to begin to wben 
tbe fint waa done. 

Thcnceforwiird, Jobn'a meal became lomewbat mote plen- 
tifal, but improred notbing id quality. He had been so long 
Died to a life of poverty, that partimony was become natural 
to bim, and it was but seldom tbat be applied to tbe two 
birda for amistance. He could not rett bowerer ontil be 
digged below one other tree, that be might hare seme gnen 
what tbe extent <tf bU treasure wa», and what be bad to d^ 
pCDdm. 

He accoi^n^ly b^;an, and di^«d all iwmd tbe next, 
and in beneath it, until tbe pits on each side met below tbe 
stem of the tree at a great depth, so that every one of tbe 
downward roots were cut ; but fiiir all that he could do, ha 
could find no treanire whataver, and was obliged to ghe up 
the scmtiay coasideraUy disapp<noted. Having, however, 
discovered, in tbe former adventure, that the removal of a 
port of the immeBse quantity of miry sour dung from about 
tris cowbouse had been attended with some conveniences, he 
likewise filled up this latter pit with a farther portion of 
that, and again betook himself to bia loom and bis twa Uack 

The nest year, to the astonishment <^ all, but more par- 
ticularly to John himself, who had never once calculated on 
Bucb an event, these two trees, after being literally covered 
over with healthy blossoms, bore such a load of fruit as never 
had been witnessed in that country. Almost every branch 
required a prop to prevent it from bong torn from the tree, 
by the increaung weight. John pulled tbe applet alwayi as 
they ripened, and sent a quantity down every week by the 
carrier to hia friend, tbe cobbler of Kelso, whott wife and 
daughter, it will be remembered, kept a fruit-diop m one end 
of bia dwelling;. At dte close of the year, wben John went 
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down to wttle wMi )iU old frimd and the tlyrt»4Xidced hat, 
the latter paid bin giaiefoQy £7, KM. far the |irodiice of 
these two trees, and thanked him for his credit; uotfocgettug 
to treat him at hmlc&al with a cut of In^ed hIdhb and a 
^Hs of bnndy. 

John, perceiving; that this waa good iatottrt forafew wlieet- 
faarrowi full of wur mire, fi^lowad the mate mode with all hii 
apple-tieei, and planted mora, to that in the course ot^Sm 
years, the cvbUer paid hira aniwaDy bom 3Q to iS poaotk 
Sterling for fhiit, a great mn in tboee dap ; and diua wk 
the cobbler's extraordinary dream thoroughly fiilfiUed, not 
alooe with reg^ud t« the nuxD pese im the old pan, but tki 
bdow every tree of tko garden- 
John now lived comfortably, with hii bmily, all the da^ 
of his life, and there were no lanea had such trim and riegast 
codtonoaiei in all the AnCibiugber mrrling honnr of Middle- 
holm a> Ac daughters vf the hi^ weaver. Bat Tibbf 
Stott, poor creature ! bdievcd Ull her dying day, that thor 
wealth WW sup^id t^ the twa mysterioaft black cnwt, 
whose place of cODcealaMBt she never found out, nor enr 
■ou^taftCT. 
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